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All Praise is due to Allah, we praise Him and seek His help and 
forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Allah, Most High, from the evils of 
our own selves and from our bad deeds. Whomsoever has been 
guided by Allah, none can misguide him. And whomsoever Allah 
misguides, none can guide him. I bear witness that there is no true god 
worthy of being worshipped except Allah alone, without partner or 
associate. I further bear witness that Muhammad ~ is His slave and 
Messenger. May Allah the Exalted bestow His peace and blessings on 
the Final Prophet Muhammad, upon his good and pure family, and 
upon all of his nobl~ companions. 

,i._ 0 , , r "' ::ii ,. , ,, ,. ~ ~ 0 ""' 0 "r }:.. 
~0 ~ ~ J ~1 j _rJ ~ J ~I.Z J>- 4.11 I I~\ lpl~ ~.lll ~ ~ 1' 

[', r ,01~ JTJ 

[O you who believe! Fear Allah (by doing all that He ordered 
and abstaining from all that He forbade) as He should be 
feared, and die not except in a state of Islam (as Muslims 
with complete submission to Allah).) (Qur'an 3: 102) 
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[O mankind/ Be dutiful to your Rabb 1, Who created you from 
a single soul and ·from it created its mate, and from them 
both scattered many men and women, and fear Allah through 
Whom you demand your mutual (rights) and not to cut the 
relations of the wombs (kinship). Surely Allah is ever a 
watcher over you.] (Qur'an 4: 1) 

[O you who believe/ Keep your duty to Allah, and speak 
always the truth, He will direct you to do good deeds and will 
forgive you your sins. And whosoever obeys Allah and His 
Messenger, he verily has got a great success.] (Qur'an 33: 
70-71) 

:. , ,,, .:. ' . ::;- ~ 

...UI u1-..o ~ t.5..u. t.5-4-'l _r.> .J ~I '-:-'L:S ?-!..l>JI J..L.PI 0µ /~Loi - - ~ 
.,., ~, , . ~ .,,, 

J5' .J ;_,i~ ~-½ J5' .J ~~ ~~ J5' .J ~\!~ ~Y' ':} I .r' .Jr .J ~ 

. }:.Jli.)YJW 

1 Rabb: Allah is ar-Rabb: He is the One Who gave all things the power to grow, to 
move and to change, to Whom belongs the Creation and Commandment, The Master 
Who has no equal in His Sovereignty, Predominance, and Highness, The One Who 
Provides and Sustains all that exists. 
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It proceeds then: 
That the most truthful speech is that of Allah's Book (The Qur'an) and 
that the best of guidance is that of Muhammad~ - And the worst of evils 
are innovations (foreign to the true teachings of Islam), and every 
innovation (in religion) is a Bid'ah and every Bid'ah is a Dalalah 
(misguidance, deviation, astray path, etc.), and that Dalalah is in Hell.]2 

2This special introduction is known as Khutbat ul Hajah. The word Khutbah means 

sermon or opening address, and the word Hajah means, need, necessity, be in want, 
or requirement. Literary, therefore. Khutbatul Hajah is the sermon needed to address 
matters with. The Prophet ~ used to start his sermons with this kind of Khutbah. It is 
recommended to use it when initiating marriage contracts. as introduction to books, 
as well as in the beginning of speeches. 
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Introduction 

Know, may Allah's Mercy be upon you, that the most important 
knowledge is the knowledge about Allah, His Names and 
Attributes as well as His Actions and decrees. Whatever Allah 
decrees is All-Wise, All-Just and has a purpose. One of the great 
commands of Allah, is to believe in Him, His Angels, His Books, His 
Messengers, The Last Day (of Judgment), and AI-Qadar (its good or 
bad), which Allah has measured and ordained for all creatures 
according to His previous knowledge and as deemed suitable by His 
wisdom. 

The knowledge about AI-Qadaa' and AI-Qadar (or Taqdeer) is the 
focal point of the Muslim's creed. People sought and still seek to know 
about this subject of Fate. Some are reluctant, while others feel 
insecure when they attempt to understand this article of faith. Some 
introduce sayings and thoughts about this subject that do not adhere to 
what is in the Qur'an and Sunnah3. Many, on the other hand, are lost 
and unable to comprehend anything about Fate. 

Since knowledge about the matter of Qadaa' and Qadar is effectively 
linked to the Names and Attributes of Allah, His Actions, and Ability to 
create, the best knowledge about this article of faith can only be 
attained from the Qur'an and from the teachings of Prophet 
Muhammad ~ who knows most about Allah. The sayings of the 
Prophet ~ were best understood by his companions and those who 
followed their righteous path (At-Taabi'een) . This constitutes the As­
Salaf us-Salih's (righteous Predecessors) way of understanding, not 
only of AI-Qadaa' wal Qadar, but of the whole faith. In light of this fact, I 
depended upon Allah, and sought His Help to write about the Sa/afs 
understanding of AJ-Qadaa' wal Qadar. Among the best references 
documenting the Salafs understanding of Qur'anic and Sunnah texts 
dealing with this subject are: 

3Sunnah: includes the sayings, commands, advice, approvals, denials, actions by the 
Prophet ,_ as they refer to all matters of Islam. 
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1)Shayekh ul Islam Ahmad lbn Taymeeyah (661-728 Hj) in his books: 
a)AI-Aqeeda AI-Wasityyah 
b)At-Tadmuriyyah 
c)AI-Fatawaa 
2)Shayekh ul Islam lbn Qayyim AI-Jawziyyah (691-751 Hj) in his 
books: 
a)Shifaa' 'Alee/, which deals specifically with Fate. 
b)Muftah Daarus Sa'adah. 
c) Madarij As-Sa/ikeen. 
3)Abu Ja'far At-Tahawi's (731-792 HJ) Book known as AI-Aqeeda At­
Tahawiyyah. 
4)'Alaam As-Sunnah AI-Manshoorah: 'ltiqaad At-Taa'ifah An­
Najiyah AI-Mansoorah By Shayekh Hafith bin Ahmad AI-Hakami 
(1342-1377Hj). 
5)Recent References including several commentaries, short 
letters, and booklets about the subject by: 
a)Shayekh Muhammad Nassir ud-Deen Al-Albani 
b)Shayekh Abdul Aziz Bin Baaz 
c)Shayekh Muhammad bin Nassir As-Sa'dee 
d)Shayekh Muhammad bin Salih AI-Utheimeen 
e)Shayekh Muhammad Ibrahim Shaqrah 
f)Shayekh Omar Suleiman AI-Ashqar 
g)Shayekh Abdul Rahman Abdul Khaliq 
h)Shayekh Muhammad bin Jamil Zeino 
i) Dr. Abdul Rahman bin Salih Al Mahmoud 

May Allah bestow His Favors, Mercy, and Forgiveness upon them all, 
and upon all Muslims. May He, the Most Merciful, guide me through my 
writing about this subject and make it beneficial for me and for all those 
who read and/or distribute this book, He is Able to do everything. 

The one who is in need for the Mercy of Allah, 
Saleh As-Saleh 
P.0.Box 891, 
Buraidah, KSA. 
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THE MEANING OF AL-QADAA' AND AL- QADAR? 

The linguistic and Islamic meanings4 of AJ-Qadaa' and AI-Qadar are 
inter-related. The linguistic meaning5 of AI-Qadaa' refers to the "perfect 
commanding, decreeing, ruling, accomplishing and perfect precision in 
execution", while AJ-Qadar refers to the "setting, commanding, 
executing, and encompassing in due and precise proportions". 

lslamically6, AI-Qadar "is the ability of Allah"7: where He knew, wrote, 
willed, and created all things in due proportion before and according to 
a precise measure. Allah knew that all things will happen before 
bringing them to existence and according to predestined proportions 
and measures which Allah had written in a Book called Al-Laouh ul 
Mahfoudh8 (The Preserved Tablet). 

AI-Qadaa' is the perfectly precise execution and accomplishment of all 
things predestined to occur exactly in accordance with Allah's previous 

4The Islamic meaning refers to the Sharee'ah (Judicial) meaning. 
5see AI-Qadaa' wal Qadar Fee oaw'il Kitaab was-Sunnah (AI-Qadaa' wal Qadar in 
light of the Book of Allah and the Sunnah) by Dr. Abdul Rahman bin Salih A/­
Mahmoud, PP. 25-33; Published by Dar An-Nashir Ad-Dhawli-Riyadh, KSA. 
6See Umar Suleiman AI-Ashqar's book: AI-Qadaa' wal Qadar. PP. 25-28, Published 
by Daar An-Nafaa'is and Maktabat ul Falah (1991 ), Kuwait. 
7 As said by Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal and reported by Imam lbn Qayyim AI­
Jawziyyah in his book: Shifaa'ul 'Alee/ Fee Massa'il AI-Qadaa' wal Qadar wal Hikmah 
wat-Ta'Jeel (The Cure For The Ailing: Explaining matters of Al-Qadaa' and AI-Qadar, 
Wisdom, and Cause), P. 88. Published by Maktabat As-Sawadi, Jaddah, KSA, 1991, 
First Edition. 
8AI-Lawuh u/ Mahfoudh: is the Preserved Tablet where Allah, Most High, recorded 

everything· ~"' , ,,, ,,,...,, ,, . ,,, . ,,, 'r:: ! , 
. "II "~:> ,:.A ,. • l"'II " , ..::>'"'1'1 · '"'11 "1.:J" ::q .,g~.:>JLil.o~-.:!..i{'"'I 

JI ' ... ...., ... y:,....c JI ' ._,,,,) JI ~ JI ' ... .,......, ~ ~.J ... • ~ JI 

~ ... 
[r:A.~ . ..Jli®~~ Q '))1%1 - ... ~ 

"(Allah, He is) the All-Knower of the Unseen, not even the weight of an atom (or 
a small ant) or lesser than or greater escapes from His Knowledge in the 
heavens or the earth, but it is in a Clear Book (AI-Lauh u/ Mahfoudh)." (Our' an 
34: 3) 
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Knowledge, Writing, and Will. So, there is a strong relationship 
· between the linguistic and Islamic meanings of A/-Qadaa' and AI­
Qadar. "When separately mentioned either one means the other, but 
when stated together, AI-Qadaa' and AI-Qadar differ in their meanings. 
For example, When it is generalized, AI-Qadar, encompasses AI­
Qadaa', and vice versa. But when it is said, 'AI-Qadaa' wal Qadar', 
then AI-Qadar means the predestination of things, and when the 
predestined matter occurs, it is then called Qadaa'."9 

9Shayekh Muhammad bin Salih AI-Utheimeen in Majmou' AI-Fatawa, V.2, PP. 79-80. 
Published by Daar AI-Watan, 1993, Riyadh, KSA. 
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AI-Qadar Is An Article of Faith 

The belief in AI-Qadar is one of the six articles of Faith 10. The articles 
are: 

1-The Belief in Allah: believing that He is the Only True God Who 
deserves to be worshipped alone and that He is One in His Names, 
Attributes, and Actions. He is High in heavens, rising above His 'Arsh 
(Throne) in the Most Majestic way that suits Him. He Knows and 
encompasses everything. He has no equal, no partner and nothing is 
like unto Him. rle is Allah. 

2-The Belief in the Angels: believing that they are created from light, 
and that they do whatever Allah commands them. They have many 
specialized duties. 

3-The Belief in the Scriptures: believing in all the revealed scriptures 
in their original and un-altered forms The Bible and the Torah that 
exist today are mixtures of falsehood and truth. The greatest falsehood 
is the call to worship other than Allah. The Qur'an is the last and final 
Revelation and it is the Word of Allah to mankind. The Qur'an 
supersedes all the previous books. 

4-The Belief in the Messengers: That all the Messengers are chosen 
men trusted with the Message from Allah calling their respective 
nations to the worship of Allah alone. Amongst them were Noah, 
Abraham (lbraheem), Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad. peace be upon 
them all Muhammad ~ is the Last Prophet and Messenger to mankind. 
In all that is related to the Message, all Messengers were infallible. 

1 OThese articles were mentioned in the Hadeeth in which the Angel Jibree/ (Gabriel) 

came to the Prophet ~ and asked him several questions, amongst them was the 
question: 'What is Belief?'. The full Hadeeth collected by Imam Muslim in his 
authentic collections of Hadeeth known as Saheeh Muslim, V.1, Hadeeth #1 (English­
Arabic Edition-By A.H. Siddiqi). and Imam Al-Bukhari, V.1, Hadeeth # 47 (English­
Arabic Edition), Published by Daar AI-Arabiyah-Beriut, Lebanon. 
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5-The Belief in the Last Day: A Day of Accountability. People will be 
justly dealt with by Allah, the All-Just. There will be those who will 
eternally reside in Hell and those who will be in endless bliss in 
Paradise. The Kuffar (Disbelievers) are in Hell and the Mu'mineen 
(Believers) are in Paradise. 

6-The Belief in AI-Qadaa' wal Qadar, its good and its bad11, from 
Allah the Most Exalted. 

11 See the explanation on the issue of good and bad see PP. 101-105. 

12 I · 
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THE BELIEF IN AL-QADAR IS OBLIGATORY 

A)-E:vidence From The Qur'an 

All matters occur according to the AI-Qadar of Allah. His knowledge 
about them and about their occurrence is eternal: 

r 

"Verily, We have created all things with QadarH (Qur'an 54: 49) 

1 . , ,. ,,,, I "' ,,,; 
1 " 1 @ 1" ... ,-'" · 1"'" ~1 -' 'I'[/" [t", :y1j> )I I] rA 1.)'\.)..A.4 1.)V., ,uJ .J"4 ~t:,' 

"And the Command of Allah is a detennined Qadar".(Qur'an 33. 38) 

Allah speaks about His AJ-Qadar as related to the creation of man, 
saying: 

"Did We not create you from a fluid of no value? Then 
We placed it in a place of safety (womb), for a known 
period (determined by gestation)? So We did 
measure, and We are the Best to measure (the 
things)." (Qur'an 77: 20-23) 

"He has created everything, and has measured it 
exactly according to its due measure."(Qur'an 25: 2) 

13 
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The above 'Ayaat (Verses) as well as many other similar texts in the 
Qur'an, confirm AI-Qadar and the qelief.in it. They explain that Allah's 
creation was given specific abilities according to specific and due 
measures and qualities. Allah's Will and Wisdom ordained that such 
abilities will manifest themselves following the implementation of 
specific means and (or) causes, all of which are pre-set and pre­
determined according to the Eternal Knowledge, Will, Wisdom, and 
Ability of Allah. For -example, provisions for all forms of creation are 
pre-set according to the Knowledge and Wisdom of Allah. He (SW12) 

committed to every member of creation its own capabilities (or 
characteristics) in order for it to gain its provisions. Man, therefore, 
deals with created things in accordance with their pre-determined and 
ordained characteristics, taking what benefits him and benefiting others 
around him. 

B}-Evidence From The Sunnah: 

There is much evidence about the belief in AI-Qadar in the Sunnah of 
the Prophet ~ including: 

• The famous Hadeeth of Jibreel (Gabriel) outlining the six articles of 
faith as discussed above . 

• The Hadeeth of Jabir bin Abdullah .¢~ 13 in which the Prophet~ said: 

-:; .. ,!. ~ .., 

~ 0 l ~ ~) ~ u) \ 0-° ~ ~) 0 _r.:>- ) ..ill½ 0-° J-! ~ ~ Cr-4 )-! 'j ) ) 
• , ,,,. > } Jo ,::;: ~ ,, > ,. 

t..5.J.A _;Jl ol)J (( . ~ ~ ~ olk,:.I ~ 01J ~ ~ ~ ~ ~Lpl 

;,_L_L.Jl ~Ji i V \ ~ J \$..L. ?l ~~~~'JI~ J 

.'\i i ,~I 

12sw: Subhanahu Wata'ala, Most Glorified and Exalted is He. 

13~_. Radiya Alahu Anhu, May Allah be pleased with him. 
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"No slave of Allah will (truly) believe until he believes in 
AI-Qadar, its good and bad, from Allah and until he 
knows that what has befallen him was not going to pass 
him by, and that what has passed him by was not going to 
befall him." 14 

•The Hadeeth related by Tawoos (lbn Kayesaan AI-Yamani) who said 
that· 

, I • rL J ~ J.!1 ~ ~1 '-:-"l:.-..:,i ,.:r t..:1.;i ...::..s J.)i Ju ~ v" JJlk ~..L.> 
~ !. . t 

~ <l.ll ~ J ~ Cr! <l.ll-¥ ~J :Ju ~i~ ~ if' J5) 0_,J J-A-! 

~IJi ~~IJ~l?J~~if'J.5):~ <lll JY""JJu:J~ .. 
. t1 r-JI i.) ..!..UL. .J r-4 .I.JJ _(~I.J 

"I found some companions of Allah's Messenger -* as 
saying: "Everything is by Qadar (measure) . And he further 
said: "I heard Abdullah bin 'Umar ~ assaying: There is a 
measure for everything-even for incapacity and capability. 11 15 

. ·, 

J y J.Jr-,o~ J-t_} l_,5 .r-4 ~~" :J\; ~ J.JI ~ J 'oJ!..J" ,.) ,Y,.J)) 

14collected by At-Tirmithi and Shayekh Muhammad Nassir ud-Deen Al-Albani 

authenticated it as in his Saheeh At-Tirmithi '# 1743. and Silsilat ul Ahadeeth As-
Saheehah, # 2439. ,·, 
15collected by Muslim i~ his Saheeh, V.4, Hadeeth # 6f 1 ';I, and· Imam Malik in his 
Muwat'ta' 2/899 (Arabic) ... · 
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Abu Hurairah ~ reported that the polytheists of the Quraish 
came to have an argument with Allah's Messenger ~ in 
regard to AI-Qadar and then this 'Ayah was revealed16: 

"The Day when they will be dragged in the Fire on their 
faces (it will be said to them): "Taste you the touch of 
Hell!" Verily We have created all things with Qadar 
(Divine pre-ordainment of all things before their creation, as 
written in The Book of Decrees, Al-Laun AI-Mahfudh17)1B 

Th~re are many other texts, both in the Qur'an and Sunnah, which 
stand as clear evidence that the belief in AI-Qadar is obligatory upon 
every Muslim. When combined, the texts clearly show that there are 
specific ranks that explain the belief in AI-Qadar. These ranks are 
four. Shayekh ul Islam lbn Taymeeyah summarized the ranks in his 
famous book AI-Aqeedah AI-Wasityyah and he explained them through 
out many of his books. Shayekh ul Islam lbn Qayyim AI-Jawziyyah and 
many other scholars after him explained them as well. These ranks are: 

1-A/-'//m (Knowledge). 

2-Kittabah (Writing). 

3-Mash'ee'ah (Will). 

4-AI-Khalq (Creation) 

16auran (AI-Qamar 54: 48). 
17 AI-Lauh AI-Mahfudh, is the Preserved Tablet (Book of Records). see more details 

in the text about the writing of preordained things, PP. 36-51 
18conected by Muslim in his Saheeh, V.4, Hadeeth # 6420. 

16 
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The Four Ranks of AI-Qadar I 
1-AI 'Jim ~1 , Allah's Knowledge 

Allah's knowledge compasses everything: He knew what had occurred, 
what will occur, and all that which did not occur. He knew everything 
about creation before He created it. He knew in His Eternal Knowledge 
about His creation: their provisions, life-spans, sayings, moves, deeds, 
secrets, all of their obedient and disobedient acts, who amongst them 
will be from the people of AI-Jannah (Paradise) or who will be from the 

\ . 
people of Annar (Hell Fire): 

"Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of Everything." (Qur'an 
8: 75) 

Nothing escapes Allah's Knowledge: 

"And that Allah surrounds (comprehends) all things in 
His Knowledge." (Qur'an 65: 12) 

And that: 

17 
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"With Him are the keys of the "Ghaib" (all that is 
hidden), none knows them but He. And He knows 
whatever there is on the earth and in the sea; not a 
leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a grain in the 
darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is 
written in a Clear Record."(Qur'an 6: 59) 

He knows all about what does not happen and how it will happen had 
he willed it to happen. He knew that the Kuffar on the Day of Judgment 
will wish to return to the life of this world so that they may do righteous 
deeds. Allah, however, knew that: 

[Y,\:_,4w'))11 ~ 1w L;J 1;;w 1;i;), 

"But if they were returned_(to the world), they would 
certainly revert to that which they were forbidden. 
And indeed they are liars."(Qur'~n 6: 28) 

He (SW) spoke about the Kuffar who do not tolerate listening to His 
Guidance brought to them by the Prophet ~ 

,? -' ,P,,,,,. i::° ,, "' ,,, .,.., I "' ®-: 7• ,~ ,oA .. \;J~ ,, ... .,,,,_;J ... J.'' ...... ,')1\:;',:' , ,.~,~ ,\ ... 
<:)yt:J.f-'4 -' ~ -'~ #~ , .,,.., 

[Yr:JW'))l1 

"Had Allah known of any good in them, He would 
have made them listen, and even if He had made them 
listen, they would but _have · turned away, averse (to 
the truth)." (Qur'an 8: 23) 

The people of AL-Jannah and the people of Annar are known to Allah: 

i Y- u\,; r1=-J ~ Ji1 ~ Ji1 J.r"J 0\S :Ju o.;.s.. Ji1 ~ J ~ ,:_,-.s, 

~yi:...~0-4~L.):JWo.....iiJC!) ''½~.)_yo-½J.J ,LJ~ . 
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~i ~ J-ll ~ .11 Jr->~ :1_,m , ->lllJ ~1 (J" 4J ;..:-,, ~ ..u J '11 
~T ; t:li~ :i~ ,<~~w~~1~1,:J:Ju~~ 

0 cb1JI o Jy) ~I.SA~~":~,;~ ~ j c}l ~~~ j~ ~ ~I~ 

, , , O..uo.4.4 ~ ~ '11 ~.\...) ~ (S)>._z,l\J r- o\j) ~~\ (' • -

. ~Jb_,.{, '->.l.o _,:JI olJ.JJ ("~" J-½ 

Ali * narrated that19: one day the Prophet~ was sitting with 
a wooden stick in his hand with which he was scratching the 
ground. He raised his head and said: "There is none of you 
but has his place assigned either in the Fire or in Paradise". 
They said: "O Allah's Messenger! why should we carry on 
doing good deeds, shall we depend (i.e. upon AI-Qadar) and 
give up work?" The Prophet ~ said: "No, but carry on doing 
good deeds, for everyone · will find easy (to do) such deeds 
as will lead him to that for which he has been created"; then 
he recited this 'Ayah: 

"As for him who gives (in charity) and keeps his duty 
to Allah and fears Him, and believe in AI-Husna20, We 

/ 

19see Saheeh Muslim, V. 4, Hadeeth # 6400, P. 1393. _ 
20The truth of Islam, and that is Tawheed and the path of righteousness it prescribes: 
or a reward from Allah that will compensate the believer for what he will spend in 
Allah's Way or bless him with Paradise. '· 
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will make smooth for him the path of Ease 
(goodness) ... "21 (Qur'an 92: 5-10). 

' 
~ I J!... :Ju~ .J.ll ~ .; IJ"~ er.I If~ i.) ~ .;~I ~.J.J.J 

~ olJ.;J (~~ 1_,;IS ~ ~i <l.ll) JW , 0--::5' .r-JI.) ')'_,i 0->' ~ 
. ~I 

lbn Ab'bas L..p .J, 1._,...;,,, narrated that: the Prophet ~ was asked 

about the children of the Mushrikeen22, whereupon he said: 
Allah alone knows what they would be doing (were they to 

. live)23_ "24 

Allah alone knows well what all born children would have done if they 
were to live. The Prophet fj; explained that: 

21The Prophetfj recited the complete 'Ayaat 5-10: The rest reads: 
r_ A , , ' ..,, , " '... ) , ' , , r ~ p,u,..:' "\J(t.J·l'•.•!lt~p:.:11;;:;© J<IL~;® :.::.\; 1,.;; ,'...A1.,ol; 
~ '-'~ ;• r,S-; . ' ~,~~- . ' 

ttBut he who is a greedy miser and thinks himself self-sufficient, and gives the 
lie to Al•Husna (see note 18), We will make smooth for him the path for Evil." 
(Qur'an 92: 8-10). This Hadeeth is a great explanation for many aspects of AI-Qadar. 
The Hadeeth emphasizes the Foreknowledge of Allah and that human beings have 
not been deprived of the freedom of action. It will be referred .to when needed. 
22rhose who ascribe partners to Allah. 

23 Shayekh ul Islam lbn Taymeeyah, May Allah's Mercy be upon him. commenting on 

this Hadeeth, said: "Allah knows who amongst them (i.e. the children of the 
Mushrikeen) will be a Kaffir (disbeliever) or a Mu'min (believer) once they reach their 
age of pupperty."-reported in AI-Fatawa, V.4, P. 246. He also said that: "And it cannot 
be ruled that a particular child from the children of the Mushrikeen· will be in Hell or in 
Paradise. As it is mentior·ed in many Ahadeeth, on the Day of Judgment they will be 
subjected to trials in whi ih they will be ordered to comply with and abstain from 
executing (certain) com,Pands. Those who will obey will enter AI-Jannah, and those 
who disobey will enter An-Naar .. .", AI-Fa:awa, V. 4, P. 303, and V. 24, P. 372, with 
slight adaptation. 
24collected by Al-Bukhari in his Saheeh, V.8, Hadeeth # 596 and Muslim, Saheeh 

Muslim, V.4 ,1-iadeeth # 6433. 
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; ' ~ ;, " ;' t. , ; .. r )) 
I)~ W .._;\~_, ...;b *- cly,Lt o ~\ ~ .U .H )' !-:.,.J .}-"' ,:,ro Lo 

:\_,Ju Y4,i y~ ~i I_,;~~ ~L&.~ 0-'° ~ 0.,~ jJ, , ~I 
,.. .?. ., > > .,,, ,.. " .?. 

1_,.;lS ~ ~I <lJI :JI,; Y~ .Y'.J..::., ~ ,:,ro ~1_,.JI , .s_U\ J.,.-_;~ 

r-l-.J tS_;~I olJ_; ((. er.L~ 

"No child is born except on Fitrah (Islam). It is his parents 
who make him a Jew or a Christian, just as you help the 
animals give birth to their young ones, do you find any 
deficiency in them before you mutilate the~ (cut their ea:s 
after birth) yourself? They (the companions of the Prophet-f$ 
said: 'What do you think about him who dies in infancy?' The 
Prophet ~ said: 'Allah knows what they would be doing 
(were they to live). uQS 

In His Foreknowledge26: 
Perfect Choice & Wisdom 

Allah knew that lblees (Shaytan, the Devil) would disobey and that 
he would not prostrate before Adam as Allah had commanded him. 
The angels did not know anything about lblees: Allah, the All-Wise, 
said to the Angels: 

"I know that which you do not know." (Qur'an 2: 30) 

25saheeh Al-Bukhari, V. 8, Hadeeth # 597: and Saheeh Muslim, Hadeeth # 6428. 
26shifaa'ul 'Alee/, V.1, PP. 91-114. · 
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Abdullah bin Mas'oud ~ said: "Allah knew what they (the Angels) did 
not know about lblees27 H. 

•Allah also knew that in the offspring of Adam there will be Prophets, 
Messengers, and righteous people. No one knew except Him (SW): 

J .g~ ,:,Ar~., ,~~Tl;fl§J,~~, -DNl -~ t(;, ?\l"?'iiA,a;.-J"u1l" 
,,, -\;I ~~ .!,J .. ,., v~)JI ~~. ~ ... ~ . ..J .... , 

271bn Qayyim AI-Jawziyyah mentioned many aspects of the wisdom behind the 

creation of lblees, including: 
1-The manifestation of Allah's Ability to create contradicting comparables. He created 
the most wicked and evil self of lblees, the source of every evil. In contrast, He 
created the most purified and honorable self of the Angel Jibree/ (Gabriel). His Ability 
(SW) is also manifested in the creation of Day and Night, Illness and its Cure, Life 
and Death, Beautiful and Ugly, and many other contrasting for;·•:s.of creation. 

2-The manifestation of Allah's Compulsory Names, such as J4,ill The Irresistible, 

y~I ..1,i..L!.ll The Severe in His Punishments, yl-}-1 ~~' The Swift in His . ' , Reckoning, ~~\ J-k.,}I )~ The One lMlose Grip (of Punishment) is so Severe,~\ 

' J;LJ.1 The One lo'Vho endue in honor whom He Wt/ls, and humiliate whom He Wills, 

etc. Certainly, there must be existing beings upon whom the compulsory Names and 
A~tions will be manifested. Had the Jinn (beings created from fire; lb/ees is from the 
Jinn) and mankind been created in the same nature as the Angels (created from light 
and totally obedient to Allah), then the Compulsory Names and Actions of Allah would 
not be manifested! 
3-The manifestation of other Names of Allah that denote His Forgiveness, Mercy, 
Fore-Bearing, etc. Had the means that lead to the manifestations of these Names 
been not created, then many benefits and wise acts would not have been realized. 
4-The manifestation of the Names of Hikmah (Wisdom) whereby Allah (The All-Wise) 
endues in honor whom He Wills, and humiliates whom He Wills; He knows Perfectly 
well where He places His Message, and who is good to receive it. He knows all those 
who will be thankful for His favors. 
5-Extracting and bringing forth all the true forms of worship to Allah alone as a result 
of the creation of lblees. Some of these ar.ts of worship include, Jihad for the cause 
of Allah, giving support and protection to the believers, loving and hating for Allah's 
sake. enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong, seeking repentance from 
Allah. seeking refuge in Him Alone, disobeying Jblees (the enemy of Allah) and 
seeking refuge in Allah from his (Shyatan's) plots, staying away from arrogance, etc. 
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"And (remember) when your Rabb said to the angels: 
"Verily, I am going to place (mankind) generations after 
generations on earth." They said: "Will place therein 
those who will make mischief and shed blood, -while we 
glorify You with praises and thanks (Exalted be You 
from what they associate with You as partners) and 
sanctify You." He (Allah) said:" I know that which you 
do not know." (Qur'an 2: 30) 

"Verily, Allah I With Him (Alone) is the knowledge of the 
Hour, He sends down the rain, and knows that which is 
in the wombs. No person knows what he will earn 
tomorrow, and no person knows in what land he will die. 
Verily, Allah is All-Knower, All-Aware (of things)." (Qur'an 
31: 34) 

• He (SW) knew who deserves Guidance and who does not! Allah 
(SW) Says: 
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"Have you seen him who takes his own lust (vain 
desires) as his ilah (god), and Allah (knowing him as 
such) left him astray, and sealed his hearing and his 
heart, and put a cover on his sight; Who then will guide 
him after Allah? Will . you then not remember?" (Qur'an 
45: 23) 

Allah knew prior to the creation of such a person that he would be 
astray as explained by the majority of the Mufasireen (Scholars of 
Tafseer). Allah left him astray knowing in His Foreknowledge all about 
his sayings, what suits him, and what he deserves before and after his 
creation. He (SW) knew that he deserves to be left astray and that he 
is not worthy of being guided. Allah, Most High, surely and perfectly put 
things in their proper and suitable places. The above 1Ayah confirms 
both the AI-Qadar and AI-Hikmah (Wisdom). In the same 'Ayah, 
knowledge is emphasized because it is the light that exposes the 
realities of all matters and places things in their proper places, giving 
what is good to whomsoever deserves it, and withholding it from those 
who are not worthy of having it. Allah (SW) left him astray knowing that 
his conditions suit his Dhalal (misguidance) and demand it. 

He (SW) knows where to place His Guidance and Success as He 
knows well whom to trust with His Message. Not everyone is suitable to 
bear and deliver the Message, and not everyone is suitable for 
accepting .and believing it. He (SW) says: 

"Thus We have tried some of them with others, that they 
might say: 'Is it these (poor believers) that Allah has 
favored from amongst us?' Does not Allah know best 
those who are grateful.?" (Qur'an 6: 53) 

24 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

Had their hearts been grateful, submitting, and ioving as the hearts of 
the poor believers, Allah (SW) would have favored them too. But! the 
favors of Allah only suit their proper places which Allah knew in His 
Foreknowledge. The choice is always linked to His knowledge: 

"Allah knows best with whom to place His Message." 
(Qur'an 6: 124) 

"And your Rabb creates whatsoever He wills and 
chooses. No choice have they (in any matter). Glorified 
be Allah28 and Exalted above all that they associate as 
partners (with Him). And your Rabb knows what their 
breasts conceal, and what they reveal." (Qur'an 28: 68-
69) 

Allah states in the above 'Ayah that He (Alone) chooses and creates. 
He does not send the Messengers based upon their own choice. He 
(SW)choosesthem: 

r - e:. ,, , ,, , ,,, 

1rr:0~0-l\i@~l~ ~<? ~;.Jlyil j 

"And We chose them (the Children of Israel) above the 
'Alameen (mankind, and jinns-during the time of 
Moses) with knowledge." (Qur'an 44: 32) 

28Glorified, since He (Alone) Creates, and since He (Alone) chooses as He knows 
best. 
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There is no dispute that the meaning of the above 'Ayah is that Allah 
chose them knowing that they deserved His choice29_ He chose them 
knowing their affairs and conditions before their creation. Similarly, the 
saying of Allah (SW) about lbraheem (Abraham): 

"And indeed We have bestowed aforetime on lbraheem 
his (portion of) guidance, and We were Well-Acquainted 
with him (as to his belief in Tawheed, etc.)." (Qur'an 21: 
51) 

AI-Baghawi30 said: "That he (lbraheem) deserved guidance and 
Prophethood. " ... 

The same holds true in the saying of Allah (SW) about Adam, Noah, 
the Family of lmran and the Family of lbraheem: 

"Allah chose Adam, Noah, the family of lbraheem and 
the family of 'lmran above 'Alameen (mankind and jinns­
of their times)." (Qur'an 3: 33) 

A similar meaning is related in another saying of Allah: 

29ouring the time of Moses. 
3Dtn his Tafseer, V. 7, P. 322; 3rd edition, 1414 Hj/1993 CE: Published by Daar 
Tayybah, Riyadh, KSA. 
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"And to Soleiman (Solomon) (We subjected) the wind 
strongly raging, running by his command towards the 
land which We had blessed. And of everything We are 
the All-Knower." (Qur'an 21: 81) 
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Knowledge & Wisdom 
11 

Allah (SW) is All-Knowing and All-Wise about His choice. He is also 
All-Knowing and All-Wise about the Consequences and the Noble 
aims of His Commands and Legislation. Let us examine some 
cases31: 

Case 1: Allah (SW) Says: 

.!-'f ,rl!.~ jj, " .!--f<P' ' , ~~.r,. , 
~...o->-,J~ :;:~ ~bl!~' ::,!,l,2c, '\o,>..JIS,?" :;:~ 'J~l~d 

- .::r- ' - .::r- '-' 1,,;1 --- ' .)' .::r- ' ,. - • ,. 

[m:IS_HIJ 

"Jihad32 (fighting in Allah's cause) is ordained for you 

311 introduced this classification for simplification.($. As-Saleh) 
32Allah (SW) had ordained Jihad so that Tawheed prevails and that the earth be 
purified from the affliction of Shirk. Tawheed is the greatest justice on earth. Muslims 
should not be passive when it comes to Islam. They are ordered by Allah to spread 
the truth by every peaceful means. Full force under one Islamic leadership, however, 
should back up the propagation of Tawheed. When falsehood stands opposing the 
spreading of the Message of Tawheed, Allah (SW) says: 

"And fight them until there is no more Fitnah (disbelief and 
worshipping of others with Allah) and (all and every kind of) 
worship is for Allah (Alone). But if they cease let there be no 
transgression except against Ath-thalimeen: disbelievers, wrong­
doers, polytheists, etc. " (Qur'an 2: 193). 

Muslims must not try to please westerners and alike by altering the meaning of Jihad 
and act defensive on TV shows and (or) interviews. In the Name of "human rights" 
(for some of course!) and "democracy" (for some too!) they c::onquer, invade, and 
change regimes the way they want. Jihad is not for any worldly gain, political prestige , 
occupying land, military expansion etc. Jihad is:tne force that stands to support the 
propagation of Tawheed. It spreads Justice on earth. 
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(Muslims) though you dislike it, and it may be that you 
dislike a thing which is good for you and that you like a 
thing that is bad for you. Allah knows but you do not 
know." (Qur'an 2: 216) 

Allah knew that there is benefit for Muslims in His ordaining of Jihad, 
though they may dislike it. He (SW) knew that, but His slaves did not. 
The above 'Ayah ·calls Muslims to abide by the command of Allah 
although it may be difficult for them, and. that they should accept His 
Qadaa', although their selves may dislike it. 

Case 2: The Hadeeth of Al-lstikharah o J\.:.:..:- 'ii, whereby the Muslim 

asks for Allah's g.uidance in a certain affair, saying: 

.iJ1;J IY .iULi_, , ~_:;~ ii~~\_, ,-!1~1~; ii~\ ~!~I)) 
~, ! J J -:;., .,,. ,. ',, ,. } ., ,,., } ,. , .,,, ,, -:;; 

r-f1J1 ,~ ~\ (>'~ ..:.;1.., ,~I ':J.., r.J '.J..ljl \f.J.J~ -!.tu ,r-6-JI 

, ~T., ~Is-_, , LS_,..i ~Is-., ~l-.J ~)..) ~ :'r->- ~~\IL 0l.S 01 

, ., ,. } ,,,,, - ,.... . .,,.., 
, ~ ~ .r"'I-' ~...; TL; , ~I_,~~ .J , LS.r°I 4-.J~ .J ~l-.J ~),.} 

... ., -;; ., ,:J , ,,,,. 

(._;L:JIJ ·~-4,rll ' .)Jby,I ·~.)~I) ((. '½ ~.) ~ '1'.,l$' ~ __r.>JI ~ .)+ii_, 

"O' my i/ah (Allah) I ask your guidance due to Your 
Knowledge, and appeal to You to help me (give me power) 
due to Your Ability, and ask You from Your Great Favor, for 
You are Able and I am not, You know and I don't know, and 
You know all hidden matters. 0 Allah, if You know that this 
matter (and you name it) is good for me in my Deen (Islam), 
my livelihood, the aftermath of my matter (also said: for my 
life in the Hereafter), its short term, or its long term, then 
decree it for me, make it easy for me, and bestow blessings 
for me in it; and if You know that this matter is bad for me in 
my Deen, my livelihood, the aftermath of my matter, its short 
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term, and its long term, then keep it away from me, and 
turn me away from it; and decree for me the good where 
ever it is, and then content me with it. .. 33 

The slave of Allah needs to know what benefits him in his livelihood. Is 
he able to achieve it? Is it going to be easy or not? Certainly, Allah 
taught him from what He has taught man. So, the knowledge is His 
(SW). The slave's ability is from Allah, otherwise he is weak. Making 
matters easy, is also from Him (Allah). If He does not make things easy 
for His slave, they will turn difficult. The Prophet ~ directed the Muslim 
to the essence of Uboodiyyah: asking guidance from the One Who is 
All-Knowing about the aftermath of every task, its details, its good and 
bad; Seeking the help and ability from the All-Able; Asking His Favor 
by making the matters easy for him. If Allah guides him due to His 
Knowledge, helps him due to His Ability, and makes it easy for him due 
to His Favor, then he needs Allah's help to preserve His guidance and 
to bestow blessings in it so that his matter becomes firm and 
grow ... The person requests that Allah makes him content with His 
choice, otherwise Allah may choose something that the person dislikes, 
not knowing that it is good for him. Abdullah bin Umar * said: "The 
person asks Allah for guidance, and Allah gives him. However, he turns 
angry on His Rabb (Allah) only to look at the aftermath and find that 
Allah indeed had chosen (what is good) for him" 

The Maqdoor (What shall happen according to Allah's Divine Decree), 
is sheltered by two things: 

1-/stikharah, before (i.e. before the Maqdoor is manifested), and 
. fl 

2-Ridha (content), after (i.e. after its manifestation). 

Part of the success that Allah bestows upon His slave is to guide him to 
lstikharah before the manifestation of the Maqdoor and to contentment 
after it happens. Part of Allah's humiliation of His slave is when he 
does not make lstikharah before the Maqdoor occurs, and does r1ot 

33collected by Al-Bukhari, Abu Dawood, At-Tirmithi, and An-Nasaa'ee. 
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become content with it after it happens. 

Case 3: The year of AI-Hudayebiyah34, when the pagan Arabs of 
Quraish prevented the Prophet ~ and his companions from entering 
Makkah to perform Umrah. Instead the Mushriks (pagans) imposed 
severe conditions on the Muslims and the Prnphet ~ accepted them, 
being confident that Allah would not abandon him and that He (SW) 
will grant him victory35. Allah knew that the treaty of AI-Hudayebiyah 
was the beginning of a victory: 

"He knew what you knew not, and He granted besides 
that a near Fath (victory)." (Qur'an 48: 27) 

The above mentioned Fath is the same Fath referred to by the 
Revelation that came down on the Prophet ~ on his way back to 
Madinah with his companions, overwhelmed with grief and distress .at 
not being allowed by the Mushril<s to proceed to Makkah. The 
Revelation reads: 

"Verily! We have given you (0 Muhammad-~) Fathan 
Mubinan, a manifest victory." (Qur'an 48: 1) 

34The sixth year of Hijrah . The Mushriks imposed severe conditions on the Muslims. 

Although many of the close companions of the Prophet~ did not want a treaty to be 
signed then, the Prophet ~ ordered otherwise. They were sad, especially Omar lbn 
AI-Khatab ~- The Prophet ~ however, assured them that they would enter Makkah 
and perform Tawat (circumambulation) around the Ka'bah. 
35For more details about AI-Hudayebiyah, see Saheeh Al-Bukhari, pages 387-389 
and Saheeh Muslim pages 979-982. 
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Due to the above Treaty, many good things regarding the manifestation 
of Deen and retreat of Kuffr took place. People came nearer and 
entered into discussions with one another. Muslims were able to openly 
speak about Islam with proofs and evidence. There came within the 
fold of Islam in two years (i.e. between the date of the Treaty and the 
breaking of the truce by the Mushriks of Quraish) as many as the 
people who entered before. The arrogance and animosity of Quraish 
on one hand, and the acknowledgment that Muhammad ~ and his 
companions had the right to visit the Ka'bah, a right that was open for 
everyone since the time of lbraheem, on the other hand, drove many 
people to accept Islam. None of the above was clear and known to the 
companions ~ Ji , i?J· Allah knew all about it, and that is why He (SW) 

called it Fath (victory). The Prophet ~ was asked: "/sit a Fath? he ~ 
said: Yes." 

Case 4 : The case with Prophet Yusuf (Joseph). Allah (SW) says on 
the tongue of Yusuf: 

"O my father! This is the interpretation of my dream of 
old! My Rabb (Allah) has made it come true! He was 
indeed good to me, when He took me out of the prison, 
and brought you (all here) out of the Bedouin-life, after 
Shaytan had sown enmity between me and my brothers. 
Certainly, my Rabb is the Most Courteous and kind unto 
whom He wills. Truly Hel Only He is the All-Knowing, All· 
Wise," (Qur·~ 12: 100) 

Being the Most Courteous, He tells that He knows about the most 
delicate situations and that He sends His Mercy in hidden ways not 
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known to us. One notices that Yusuf was apparently tested by some 
trials, like leaving his parents, imprisonment, being sold as a slave, 
sexual harassment, etc. What is hidden, however, is that Allah (SW) 
made of these trials a blessing, victory, and success for him in this 
world and in the Hereafter. 

Similarly, calamities, and staying away from lusts and unlawful desires, 
are roads that bring short term and long term happiness. The Prophet 
~ said: 

"The Paradise is surrounded by hardships and the Hell-Fire is 
surrounded by temptations. "36 

All of Allah's Qadaa' is good. Those who give thanks to Allah and 
endure His trials, are the ones who truly realize His Qadaa'. 

Case 5: Examine the story of Prophet Musa (Moses), may Allah's 
Peace be upon him. When the Pharaoh was conducting his massacres 
of the children of Israel, Allah's decree was manifesting itself by raising 
the baby Musa in the Pharaoh's house and in his own bed! The 
Pharaoh raised his own enemy and his own destruction. Later Musa 
was chosen as a Messenger of Allah and came to establish the Deen 
of Allah in Egypt. When the Pharaoh rejected Allah's Deen, Musa and 
his followers were ordered to leave. This was the moment of 
destruction for the Pharaoh and his Army, while Musa and his people 
were watching their victory over that tyrant. 

All of the above cases demonstrate that Allah does whatever he 
wants to manifest the good and perfectly wise ~fterrnath, all'

1

in hidden 
ways that are not comprehended by us. His Perfect Mercy and Favors 

36Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh 0/.4, Hadeeth # 6778) and by At-Tirmithi 
(Hadreth # 2562-Arabic text) both from the way of Anas bin Malik~ . 
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are implicitly realized in the ways He sees fit. He (SW) makes His 
Names and Attributes realized by his slaves through His Actions. 

Allah (SW) knew all about the conditions and affairs of his slaves 
before their creation. He knew what they would do and what they 
would end up as. He then brought them to this world to manifest His 
knowledge as He already knew it. He tests them with trials and by His 
commands: do and do not do; by good and evil. They will then either 
deserve His praise or His blame, His reward or His Punishment all 
according to their deeds and their qualities which are identical to what 
He knew in His Foreknowledge. They did not deserve His Reward or 
Punishment while it was still knowledge with Him, until what is known 
to Allah becomes manifest by their own doing. He sent His Messengers 
and brought down His books and Legislated His Laws to cut off all of 
their excuses and to establish evidence against them lest they say: 
'How could You inflict punishment on us based (only) on Your 
Knowledge about us which is not part of our earning and ability? So, 
His Reward or Punishment occurs as His Knowledge is manifested in 
their actions. His knowledge in them becomes apparent via His trials 
(/btilaa') and testing (Jkhtibar) . He (SW) tries them: 

1-By His Commands and Prohibitions, 

2-By the temptations of this world: 

"Verily! We have made that which is on earth as an 
adoration for it, in order that We may test them 
(mankind)-as to which of them are best in deeds." 
(Qur'an 18: 7} 

3-With their desires (are they able to control them or not?}, 
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4-His Favors and Calamities 

5-0ne with another: e.g. Adam with lblees, showing what He (SW) 
already knew about each of them. That is why He said to the Angels: 

1r•:ts _Mli <80~1')! l; ~l~l 
"I know that which·you do not know." (Qur'an 2: 30) 

This kind of lbtilaa' continued in the off-spring of Adam and shall 
continue up to the Day of Resurrection. He tried the Prophets with their 
respective nations and vice versa. He (SW) told His slave and Friend 
Muhammad ~ that He was trying him and making of him a trial for 
others. He (SW) safd: 

r r- :.I\ .1,~ ~ ... , ,? ~ , ... t,i;;. ... [ •:<.:>U..,...., I '".,~~ • • , 

"And We have made some of you as a trial for others .. 
(Qur'an 25: 20) 

In an authentic narration, the Prophet ~ told us the story of three men 
from bani lsraa'eel (Children of Israel) whom Allah (SW) willed to test: 
a leper, a blind man, and a bald-headed man. As for the blind man, 
Allah restored for him his eye-sight and bestowed upon him a lot of 
wealth (sheep). The blind man acknowledged Allah's favor upon him, 
and faithfully answered to the test which came in the form of a request 
for help. The leper was cured and the bald-man was given good hair; 
both were also given a lot of wealth. However, they failed the test 
because they were ungrateful and renounced their former status, 
claiming that they "got their property through inheritance"37_ The test 
revealed their true natures which were already in the Foreknowledge of 
Allah. 

37The full text is related by Abu Hurairah ~ in Saheeh Al-Bukhari (V.4, PP. 443-446), 
and in Saheeh Muslim (V.4, PP. 1530-1531). 
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The slave of Allah cannot escape all that which Allah has bestowed 
upon him from His favors, be it in this life or in the hereafter. That is 
why Allah (SW) has condemned the person who attributes to himself 
what Allah has bestowed upon him. On this, Allah (SW) says: 

"When harm touches man, he would call upon Us (for 
help), then when We offer him a favor from Us by 
rescuing him from harm, he would say: "Only because 
of knowledge (I possess, or deserve to possess!) that I 
achieved it". (Qur'an 39: 49) 

He .did not recognize Allah's favor upon him, and that it was a Fitnah in 
order to .see whether he would be grateful or not! In the same 'Ayah, 
Allah says: 

f1 ' 
[l"~:y,4yl1~{J,,~ 

"It is only a Trial" _(Qur'an 39: 49) 

The mount of being grateful .is to confess that Allah alone deserves to 
be thanked for His favors. 

In summary; ·the rank of AI-Qadar as related to Allah's Knowledge 
manifests itself in various ways demonstrating Allah's Attributes and 
Actions as He (SW) sees fit. 
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2-The Second Rank of Al-Qadar 

- AI-Kitabah, The Writing ~\:S::11 

1-Fifty Thousand Years Before Creation of the Heavens and 
The Earth: 

AI-Kitabah, means that Allah (SW) wrote everything about creation, 
their livelihood, provisions, ages, deeds, etc. He wrote what He says 
and what He does, and all that comes to existence due to His actions 
and sayings; He also wrote what is entailed in His Names and 
Attributes. All is written in Umm ul Kitab3B (lit. the Mother of the Book), 
known also as AI-Lauhul Mahfoudh (The Preserved Tablet) and Ad­
Dhikr (The Original Book of Records). Allah, The Exalted, says: 

.lfelJ1 ~l j,~deU1 ~lJ,, ~~I" J;.~.!\ ,;~~~l ~T_,ili5~T ,._,, .,. <.:>... • ... " ... <.:>.,. v;, .J -'.,. I.:? " (.:) 
,:; 

"Do not you know that Allah knows all that is in heaven 
and on earth? Verily, it is all in The Book. Verily! That is 
easy for Allah.11 (Qur'an 22: 70) 

The above 'Ayah combined the two ranks of AI-Qadar, the rank of 
knowledge and that of writing. Allah knew everything about all of His 
creation before its existence and He wrote this knowledge in the Book, 
Al-lauhul Mahfoudh. 

The Book is a Clear one. Allah knows and preserves all that is in it; 
and encompasses its number and its record: 

38The Umm of something is its "Original" form or copy. 
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"And all things We have recorded with numbers (as a 
record) in a Clear Book." (Qur'an 36: 12) 

The Qur'an itself is written in AI-Lauh AI-Mahfoudh, the Original Book, 
before the creation of the heavens and the earth: 

"Verily, We have made it a Qur'an in Arabic, that you 
may be able to understand (its meanings and 
admonitions). Indeed, this Qur'an, is in Ummul Kitab (the 
Mother of the Book), before Us, Exalted and full of 
Wisdom." (Qur'an 43: 3) 

"Nay! This is a rnorious Qur'an, (inscribed) in AI-Lauh 
AI-Mahfoudh (the Preserved Tablet)!" (Qur'an 85: 22) 

T he Sahabah, the Taabi'oon39, and all the followers of the Sunnah, are 

on the same belief that each and everything taking place, up till the 
Day of Resurrection, is recorded in Ummu/ Kitab. · 

\'\'hat. Allah has said about the Pharaoh, Abu Lahab, the stories of the 
Prophets with their respective nations, what will occur of His Signs, 
etc. are all recorded in the Preserved Tablet before their actual 

.· manifestation. 

39 raabi'oon (sing. Taabi'ee, lit. follower): The generation of Muslims who acquired 

knowledge from the Sahabah and then succeeded them in their understanding and 
application of Islam. 
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"Whatever you (0 Muhammad-~ ) may be doing, and 
whatever you may be reciting from the Qur'an; and 
whatever you (mankind) may be doing (good or evil), but 
We are Witness thereof when you are doing it. And 
nothing is hidden from your Rabb (so much as) the 
weight of an atom (or small ant) on the earth or in the 
heaven; whatever is less or_greater than that except that 
it is (written) in a Clear Record." (Qur'an 10: 61) 

The Prophet ~ explained that: 

"Allah had written the ordained measures (and due 
proportions) of the creation, fifty-thousand years before the 
creation of the heavens and the earth as His 'Arsh was on 
water."40 

40saheeh Muslim, V.4, P.1397, Hadeeth # 6416. The Hadeeth indicates the timing of 

the writing not the actual ordainment of measures which is Eternal. It also indicates 
that the 'Arsh of Allah, the Greatest, was created before the writing in the Clear Book 
took place. 
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Everything hidden in the heavens and the earth is written in the Clear 
Book: 

"And there is .nothing hidden in the heaven and the 
earth, but is in a Clear Book." (Qur'an 27: 75). 

Allah (SW) ordered Af-Qalam, the Pen, to write the records of all 
preordained measures and qualities until the Hour is established: 

,,, ,:; ,:; ,,,._, 

~ ~ ~ ~1~ ~ :~ ':J ~l..,a.JI If.Io~~ Ju) :Ju~ (fol,:_,->-

~ .f.ltb:.t 1... J , ~ ~ ~ ~1..,.,11... it r ~ 0~ 'i' ~ 
, ~I <lJI :;1;- \... J_,i 01) :J~ ~ <lJI J_,...,.; ~ , ~l __ a ~l ~ 

~ ., ,. ::; , ,. 
~ F-~ JS ..r-~~ ~I :Ju <i~l 1)\..._, ~ .; :JU , ~I w JL.Ll 

1~?.~Q\...0-") :J~~ <lJIJ_,...,.;~ :~l: ,(~L.:.Jli..,Z 

~IJJ"! cS-lA _;JI olJ.;J .;(..WI~~ t V • •) ~_,b i..r.l olJ.; (u-=-,, ~ 

~ '!" \ V / o ..i.:.-JI d J-.>.i_, ( \ V r-'.; '-:"½ ) .;..Lill d Y \ o '\) J _,1i 
. "~I 4..1 Ju ".,, . t' 

Narrated Abee Hafsah: Ubadah lbn As-Samit said to his 
son: "O son! you shall not get the true sense of Eeman 
(faith) until you acknowledge that what has befallen you was 
not to escape you (or miss you), and what missed you was 
not to befall you; I heard the Prophet ~ saying: (As soon as 
Allah created the Pen, He commanded it saying: 
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Write41. It said, "What should I write, my Rabb? Allah said, 
"Write the record of all preordained matter until the 
commencement of the Hour". 0 my son! I have heard Allah's 
Messenger saying, "He who dies believing in other than this, 
is not from me (i .e. is not on the Prophet's way of belief)."42 

All the records are perfect, nothing is missing. Allah, the Exalted, said 
referring to the answer of Musa to the Pharaoh: 

'\I" r1' f ..... ~ -{I .::J_( ;; ii .. ~ r.-,L J'tl@ J,~I . n~it J.,~ tJ J'tj 
Y., l..(.J ~ Y ... I.:? l..(.J .. ~ JY <:.>Jr . ,, ~ ,,, .,,,, 

ror_o,:~1®~ 

"He (the Pharaoh) said, 'What about the generations 
of old? He (Musa) said, 'The Knowledge thereof is in 
a Record with My Rabb, He is neither unaware nor 
does He forget.'" (Qur'an 20: 5'1-52) 

All of our deeds are pre-recorded in the Preserved Tablet. Whatever 
the Pen wrote is certainly to be ex~cuted. The Prophet ~ told Abu 
Hurairah ~-

"The Pen has turned dry after writing what you are going to confront ... 43 

4 '1 Shayekh Nassir-ud-Deen Al-Albani commented that the statement in the narration 

related by Imam Ahmad and others ~I J.l J\i (Then He ordered it'to write), are 

authentic. It indicates that the First created thing was the Pen, prior to the creation of 
Al-'Arsh. The pen wrote about everything including the creation of Al- 'Arsh, and Allah 
knows best. For more details see Af-Tahawiyah, P.264, and As-Silsi/ah As-Saheehah 
# 133. See also Sharhul 'Aqeedah AI-Wasitiyyah by Muhammad Khalil AI-Har'raas, 
P. 222, Published by Daarul Hijrah-1414 (1993) . 
42An authentic Hadeeth related by Abu Dawood, At-Tirmithi. and Ahmad . 

43saheeh Al-Bukhari V.4, P.9, Hadeeth # 13. 
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AI-Hafidh lbin Hajer commented: "This means that the Pen has turned 
dry after writing AI-Maqdoor (the predestined matters). Execution of all 
matters is in accordance with what the: Pen wrote in the Preserved 
Tablet."44 

[The above Pen is the First that covers all creation, most honored, 
and the best amongst all of the other Pens. Evidence for the presence 
of more than one Pen lies in a number of Ahadeeth where the 

. reference to the pre-recording came in the plural form (i.e. Pens): 

!, . , > .! 

.:.s- ....UI ~ .J ~ Cr. ..!.LI~ Cr. ~I_,.... "~ Ju .:.s- ....UI ~ .J .r.4- 0---' ,_ . ~ >. . ~ ! 
'½~~I 'ti ..,.)1 J-.ll ~ , 0'XI ~lits'~.) l:J j:,! ....UI J.,......J~ :Ju 

'½ ~ ~ ~, ':J) :Ju~~~ ii, .r..)Li..-11 ~..:., _r;-.J (>Ll~I 
f, ;;;; ,,. • 

~)'Y.' ~ .r.A.) Ju '!J-JI ~ :Ju , .;((S.)Li-11 ~ ..:.i r," J rJLl':ll 

..r-::"' JS"~'--'.J d--'" .r-::"' ~ 1~1) :'!Ju~ :~w , ~t r..l "~ 
rl-4 o I J .J ( <I.WJ 

Jabir ~ reported that Suraqah bin Malik bin Ju'shum ~ 
came and said. 0 Allah's Messenger! explain our Deen .to 
us as if we ha·1e been created Just now. Whatever we do 
today, is ,t because of the fact that the pens have turned dry 
(having written the records) and the destini.es have begun to 
operate? · Or is it something that just happens (without 
predestination)? Thereupon, the Messenger ~ said: Nay! 
surely it is because of what has been recorded by the pens 
after they have dried and the destinies have begun to 
operate. He (Suraqah bin Malik) said: If it is so, then what is 
the use of doing good deeds? Zuhair said: Then Abu 'Zubair 

44A/-Fat'h, V. 9, P. 119. 
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said something that I could not understand and I said: What 
d id he say? Thereupon he said: Act! for every one is 
facilitated to do what he intends. In another narration, Allah's 
Messenger said: every doer of deeds is facilitated in his 
action.]45 

2-The Writing Following The Creation of Adam: 
A Group to Paradise and A Group To Hell: 

Allah, the Exalted, wrote the provisions, deeds, periods of lives, and 
the end (to Hell or to Paradise) of all of the children of Adam following 
the creation of their father. This is the second Taqdeer. Umar lbn AI­
Khattab ~ when asked about the 'Ayah, 

.,,.. ,,,,. ,,,, ~ " ~ , .,,.. / J4'}- >, t . 
, 0~.) WI JA I~-',.) \:..U I')' _y. ~ :_J Ll ~.),; ~ c_~ u 

j:;_ ~~ <lJI 01 .: .... ~ <l.ll J .r".) Ju f ~I ~ <lJI J .r" .J~ :~ .J J\..Ll 

0-4~i..#~ ~~, 4-: •• ~~ll J'i ~4 l Q ._. ~1~~1:;_.Ll \~I 

45s ee The Explanation of AI-Aqeedah At-Tahawiyyah. PP. 267-268. The Hadeeth is 
in Saheeh Muslim, V. 4, P. 1394, Hadeeth # 6402 and 6403. 
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~ J:JI J'i ~ ~I JU! ~I Jl>-1~1_, , 4JI ~ J>-..l:i ~I J'i J~i 

, .:i .,1.:i Y.i., -4>-1 olJJ J (}!JI J>-..l:i JUI JJi J~i ~ ~ ~-.:., J-4-!. 

~I e--- 'l1 o Ji.)~ ....;1 :J~"y1 ~I Ju . ~ .r}:, J , JL.:JI_, , LS~ _,..;.JI., 

. l..li\~ .J ~i t1i 

"And (remember) when your Rabb brought forth the 
children of Adam, from their loins, their seed (or from 
Adam's loin his offspring), and made them testify as to 
themselves (saying): Am I not your Rabb? They said: 
'Yes! We testify', lest you should say on the Day of 
Resurrection: 'Verily, we have been unaware of this."46 
(Qur'an 7: 172) 

He said: When Allah's Messenger was asked about it. I 
heard him say: [Allah created Adam, may Allah's peace be 
upon him, then he passed His right hand over his back, and 
brought forth from it his offspring, saying: I have created 
these for Paradise and they will do the deeds of Ahlu 
Jar-mah (those who go to Paradise). He then passed His 
hand over his back and brought forth from it his offspring, 
saying: I t'!,ave created these for Hell, and they will do the 
deeds of Ahlun Naar (those who go to Hell). Thereupon, a 
man asked: What is the use of doing anything good? Allah's 
Messenger said: Verily! when Allah creates a slave for 
Paradise. He uses him in doing the deeds of Ahlu Jannah 
until he dies doing one of their deeds, upon which he will 
enter into Paradise. But when He creates a slave for Hell, 
He uses him in doing the deeds of Ahlun Naar until he dies 

46This is the testimony of their Fitrah confessing that Allah is their Rabb 
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doing one of their deeds, upon which he will enter into 
Hell.]47 

Hisham bin Hakim bin Hazam reported that a man asked 
Allah's Messenger saying: Respecting the deeds, are they 
independently initiated or that the Qadaa' has already 
passed (i.e. they would take place as has been already 
preordained)? He said: When Allah brought from Adam's 
loin his off spring, He made them testify as to themselves 
(i.e. He is their Rabb and True God), and then He poured 
them forth into the Palms of His Hands and said: These are 
for Paradise, and these are for Hell. The works of those 
gojng Jo Paradise will be made easy for them, and those 
going to Hell their deeds. will be made easy for them. 0 48 . 

Many other Ahadeeth and 'Aathar49, not only confirm the meaning of 
the Hadeeth related by Umar, but also the attesting to the First 
Covenant as it is in the 'Ayah above50. Taken together, the Ayah and 
the Ahadeeth, site the second Taqdeer (preordainment) when the First 
Covenant was taken. In addition. the Hujjah (evidence) that the 

47Related by Imam Ahmad, Abu Dawopd, At-Tirmithi, An-Nasaa'ee and others . 

Shayekh Al-Albani commented that the Hadeeth is"• pi.) c-:---"" "sound due others" 

except for the part "passing the Hand over Adam's back", where he could not find a 
supporting evidence for it (see At-Tah'awiyyah, P. 266 and Mushkatul Masabeeh 1: 

. 34. Hadeeth # 95). The Hadeeth terminology "sound due, lo othersH means that it is a 
Hadeeth with more than one channel of narration. When taken together, these 
channels raise the Hadeeth to the level of ·sound due to others". 
48At-Tabarani related it in Jami'u/ Bayan (9:111). II was rated as authentic Hasan by 

Shayekh Al-Albani in his revision of the Ahadeeth in the book of As-Sunnah, # 168. 
49sayings, actions. recommendations. and (or) explanations by the Sahabah or At­

Taabi'een. In some cases it may denote Sunnah authentically attributed to the 
Prophet ~-
50For reference see Silsilatul Ahadeeth As-Saheehan. V. 4, PP. 158-163. See also 

an authentic narration related by Imam Ahmad in Mishkatul Masabeeh, 1 :43. 
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children of Adam attested to the Ruboobiyyah of Allah is clear51. 

Shayekh Al-Albani commented that: "Many people may understand that 
these Ahadeeth indicate that man has no choice with respect to his 
deeds, while others may think that being from the people of Paradise or 
the people of Hell, is an arbitrary matter or just sheer luck .. . It is known 
that Allah is Perfect in His Names and Attributes and that: 

"There is nothing like unto Him" (Qur'an 42: 11) 

It is according to His Knowledge, Wisdom, and Justice that He, the 
Exalted, chose people for Paradise or for Hell. He knew that those 
chosen for Paradise will obey Him when they are commanded to do so, 
and those for Hell will disobey ... Allah's decision, therefore, is in 
accordance with what would come of them: Iman (Belief) that 
necessitates the admittance to Paradise, or Kuffr (disbelief) that 
necessitates punishment in Hell. Both, Iman and Kuffr, are matters of 
choice for mankind. Allah, the Exalted, does not force anyone to adopt 
either choice: 

"Then Whosoever wills, let him believe, and whosoever 
wills, let him disbelieve." {Qur'an 18: 29) 

Because His choice is All-Just and Wise, Allah (SW) cannot be 
questioned about it. "52 

51 lbn Qayyim Af-Jawziyyah, said: "Allah, glorified and free from any imper:fection, is 

not going to hold the children of Adam accountable on the testimony of the First 
Covenant, but rather on the Hujjah established by sending His Messengers ."-Shifaa'ul 
'Alee/, P. 43. The Messengers remind the people about their early Covenant and call 
them to the worship of Allah alone. 
52Af-Albani in Silsilatul Ahadeeth As-saneenah, v. 4, PP. 76-80. 
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3-The Taqdeer Al-'Umuri: Covering The Person's Life Span: 

The Person's livelihood, life-term, deeds, and his status in the 
Hereafter (wretched or blessed) are written while in the mother's womb 
at an early stage of his development. This is confirmed in the Hadeeth 
related by Abdullah bin Mas'oud ~ who said: 

l ,,.,.. ,. ,, ,,.,..,,,,..,,,,,,,,,,.t 
, c._J)I ~ ~ ~ , ~ _,1 ~-' ~ _, .i.1.::- J .i..ij.; ~ :..:.iWS 

J ~ ~ .... ,. ,,,,.,,,,. ,, .... -.-::: , .... 

·4. c.J~ L. ~ ~I J.t-1 ~ J-.d,r-5'.1>-I 01 o_r.);, .JI '-1 <->.lJI .,_J 

'~..y .)~\ J.t,i ~ ~ '-7'\;S:J\ ~ ~ ~.).) 'li ~.) 
J.:.-:J ~.>~ '11 ~_, 4. 0~ L. J,_ .>~I J.t,i ~ r-5.:;_;_i ~i--' 

..,. ,,.. , ~ .. . 

(~ ~) ". ~..y ~I ~I~~ ":"t:s:J\ ~ 

"Allah's Messenger, the truthful, the believed, said: The 
creation of every one of you is collected for the first forty 
days in his mother's womb in the form of a Nutfah53, after 
which it turns into an 'Alaqa54 for an equal period (i.e. of 
forty days). Then it becomes a Muahqah55 for a similar 

period and then Allah sends an angel with four words 
recording: the person's provision, his life term, his deeds, 
and whether he will be of the wretched.or the blessed (in the 
Hereafter). Then he breaths the soul into him. By Allah, 

53Mixed male and female sexual discharges. 
54A piece of thick coagulated blood. 
55A lump of flesh. 
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besides Whom there is no other true God, the one 
amongst you, will do the deeds of the people of Paradise 
till there is only the distance of a cubit between him and 
Paradise, but then the writing56 precedes and so he will 
do the deeds of the people of the Fire, and thus enters it; 
and one of you will do the deeds of the people of Hell, 
until there remains a cubit between him and Hell that the 
writing precedes and he will then do the deeds of the 
people of Paradise and thus enters it."57 

4-The Annual Taqdeer: 

This Taqdeer takes place on the Night of Decree (Lai/at AI-Qadr). 
Allah, the Exalted, said: 

"Therein (that night) is decreed every matter of ordainment" 
(Qur'an 44: 4) 

56which Allah has ordered the angel to write. 

57 Saheeh Al-Bukhari, V. 8, P. 387, Hadeeth # 593 and Saheeh Muslim V. 4, P .1391, 
Hadeeth # 6390. Pointing out to other authentic narrations in Saheeh Muslim (for 
example #s 6391-6397), lbn Qayyim, may Allah's Mercy be upon him, commented 
that all of them confirm the Taqdeer of livelihood, life terms, deeds, etc. but seem to 
"differ" in terms of the timing of this Taqdeer in relation to the stages of development 
of the embryo. Some assign a period of forty days while others stated forty, forty two, 
forty three , and forty five nights. He said: Many people think that there is 
contr(!diction between these Ahadeeth, but Allah to be Praised. there is none. In fact 
there is an angel who takes care of the Nutfah (see Hadeeth # 6396 & 6397) and who 
records All-ah's Taqdeer at the head of the first forty nights, until he takes it to the 
second stage which is the 'Alaqah. However, the angel that breaths into the embryo 
does that after the third forty, wh~re he is commanded to record yet another (delayed} 
Taqdeer different from that done by the angel of the womb who is assigned to the 
Nutfah, staying with it and moving it, by Allah's leave, from one condition to the other 
until it enters the early stage of formation which is the 'Alaqah. The latter Taqdeer 
deals with the status of the soul as it enters the body, one hundred and twenty days 
(from the time of conception). So, there is a Taqdeer that follows the early Taqdeer, 
showing that the Ahadeeth agree and support each other .. "-See Shifaa'ul 'Alee/, P. 
61-67. 
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lbn Abbass ~ .:» 1.,....) said: "On the Night of Decree, everything that 

occurs over the whole (coming) year from the matters of death, births, 
provisions, and rain would be recorded from the Record of the Mother 
of the Book; it would be even said that such and such person would 
perform Hali."58 

5-The Daily Taqdggr 

It directs the preordained Taqdeer according to its previously 
appointed terms and onto its specified times. Allah (SW) says: 

"Whosoever in the heavens and on the earth asks of Him (for their 
needs). Everyday He has a matter to bring forth." (Qur'an 55: 29) 

The Prophet ~ said explaining the above 'Ayah-.:>G -) ~ i .,_;. JS-, 
Everyday He has a matter to bring forth- that, "He may forgive a sin 
for someone, relief the hardship of someone, lifts (in honor) some, and 
lowers (in disgrace) others."59 

The majority of the scholars of Tafseer said that: "Everyday, Al lah 
gives life and causes death, creates and provides; lifts some in honor 
and humiliates others; cures an ill person and releases a captive; 
relieves from hardship and answers a supplicate; gives the one who . 
asks Him and forgives a sin. His actions and creation are infinite."60 

58This explanation by lbn Abbass is mentioned in AI-Syouti's Ad-Dur AI-Manthour 6: 

25. and in AI-Shawkani's Fathul Qadeer 4: 572 . 
. 59Reported by lbn Majah and Abee 'Aasim in "As-Sunnah" # 301. Shayekh Al-Albani 

said it is Saheeh (authentic) as in Saheeh Jbn Majah # 202. 
60see AJ-Qadaa' wal Qadar by Shayekh Omar S. AI-Ashqar. P.43 . 
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What is the relation between all of the above levels of the written 
Taqdeer? 

lbn Taymeeyah and lbn Qayyim AI-Jawziyyah, may Allah's mercy be 
upon both of them, stressed that the Taqdeer in the Preserved Tablet 
is a general and comprehensive one that covers everything, while the 
other levels of Taqdeer are special "details for the Taqdeer of the 
Preserved Tablet. "61 

The writing in the Preserved Tablet is Preserved: it is not subject to any 
change whatsoever because it is based upon Allah's Knowledge.62 In 
other books, however, changes may occur, as in the books handled by 
the angels. Allah (SW) says: 

lrq:~ ) li®~IJl~~,'r4 ~_;£(~~~I I_A 

"Allah blots out what He : wills and confirms (what He 
wills); and with Him is Ummul Kitab (The Preserved 
Tablet)." (Qur'an 13: 39) 

We read, for example, in Soorat Noah: 

"And that you should worship Allah (alone), fear Him 
(by being dutiful to Him), and obey me, He (Allah) will 
then forgive you of your sins and respite you to an 
appointed term." (Qur'an 71 : 3-4) 

Also the Prophet ~ said: 

61 lbn Taymeeyah in AI-Aqeedah A/-Wasitiyyah. See its explanation by Muhammad 

Khaleel Harraas, P. 221. Daar A/-Hijrah, 1414 (1993) edition, Riyadh and Ad­
Dammam. lbn Qayyim explanations as in Shifaa'ul 'Alee/, P. 173. 
621bn Taymeeyah in AI-Fatawa, V. 8, P. 840. 
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" -~)~~;1 Jo..l~01J , ij~J o..l ~01~1,:_,....,," 

~~ 

"He who loves that his sustenance be expanded, and his life 
term prolonged, should join the tie of kinship ... 53 

Shayekh ul Islam lbn Taymeeyah explained that: "Provisions and life 
terms are of two kinds: The unchanged record written in Ummul Kitab, 
and another, subject to increase and decrease, made known to the 
angels by Allah. That is why Allah, the Exalted, says (translated 
meaning): 'And blots out what He wills and confirms (what He 
wills); and with Him is Ummu/ Kitab.' (Quran 13: 39) ... ln the angels' 
books, the life terms increase or decrease, and similarly in the case of 
provisions; all being due to specific reasons. Thus, Allah commands 
the angel to write the provisions and life term of one of His slaves. If 
the slave of Aijah joins the tie of his kinship, Allah commands His angel 
to increase the slave's sustenance and life term64 by specified 
increments. The angel does not know the actual outcome of extension 
in the life term, or that related to the increase in provisions. He (SW) 

63Saheeh Al-Bukhari 0/.8, P.11-12, Hadeeth # 15), and Saheeh Muslim 0/.4, PP. 

1359-1360). In the light of As-Sa/afs understanding about the ranks of Taqdeer, the 
comments by A.H. Siddiqi that the increase in sustenance and life terms of those who 
join the tie of kinship is only in "blessing" and that they are not actual increases as 
explained above. This and other comments by Siddiqi, may Allah forgive him, do not 
subscribe to the teachings of As-Sa/af us Salih, for example in the Tawheed of the 
Names and Attributes of Allah and other important issues. I ask Allah (SW) to bring 
forth someone who will re-address the translation and the commentary of the late 
Siddiqi, may Allah's mercy be upon him. Having said this, I caution my brothers and 

1 

sisters against the piracy by a group of translators based in Washington D.C and 
Beirut-Lebanon, who produced what they referred to as a "new" t ranslation of Saheeh 
Muslim. In fact it is only a copy of Siddiqi's version. They also published a very weak 
and distortive translation of lbn Qayyim's "At-Tibun Nabawi-The Prophetic Medicine" 
and other works that are under evaluation. . 
64secause he obeyed Allah in keeping the tie to his kinship, his life will be extended 

to a specified and pre-ordained term that constitutes his age, otherwise if he severs 
his tie with his kinship, he would not reach such an age. In all cases, it is written in 
Ummul Kitab whether he will keep or sever his tie. The same holds true regarding his 
sustenance. (See At-Tahawiyyah, P.143] 
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knows the outcome i.e. the pre-appointed term which is not to be 
prolonged nor delayed"65. 

AI-Hafidh lbn Hajer said: "For example to say to the angel that the age 
of such and such person is hundred years if he joins the tie of his 
kinship and sixty years if he severs it. In the Foreknowledge of Allah, it 
is known whether he will join or sever the tie of kinship; and whatever is 
in Allah's knowledge (including the life ~pan of every living creature) is 
not subject to extension or delay. However, the angels' knowlec;1ge is 
the one subject to the increase or decrease. This is what is referred to 
in Allah's saying: 

'And blots out what He wills and confirms (what He 
wills); and with Him is Ummul Kitab.' (Quran 13: 39) 

The blotting and confirming is relevant to the knowledge of the angels. 
However, what is recorded in Ummul Kitab is relevant to Allah's 
Foreknowledge where absolutely there can be no blotting ... "66 

65A/-Fatawa, V .8, P. 517, and P. 540. 
66 · In Fathul Bari, V. 10, P. 430. 
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The Third Rank of AI-Qadar 

A·. •ft Al-Mashee'ah, The Will of 

Allah 

Is the belief that Allah has willed everything that goes on in this 
Universe. His will and his predordaining power effectively covers 
everything. Whatever He wills, will occur, and whatever He does not 
will, will not take place. It is the rank that all the Messengers and the 
revealed Scriptures attested to; and it is part of the natural inclination 
of creation; all courses of reasoning subscribe to the reality of ttie 
Mashee'ah. 

Speaking about the people of the Book, Allah (SW) warned the 
Prophet ~ not to follow their desires and commanded him to follow 
what Allah brought down to him, the Qur'an, superseding all the 
previous Scriptures, Saying: 

"If Allah willed, He would have made you one nation , but 
that (He) may test you in what He has given you." (Qur'an 
5: 48) 

Had Allah wished to have us follow one book, one legislation, and one 
Messenger, at all times and all places, He (SW) would have done that. 

· What passed is what Allah wished: tests and trials in the different 
judicial legislations67 which He had brought down; thereupon those 
who will comply will be distinguished from those who disobey or reject. 
He is All-Just and All-Wise in His Mashee'ah. Under every revealed 
Scripture prior to the Qur'anic revelation, those who sought Allah and 

67He made cenain things lawful, pennissible, or unlawful in one Sharee'ah and did 
not in another. 
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His Pleasure, endured and moved high up on the road of submission 
leading them to the true Tawheed of Allah. Those who want to pass the 
tests and triais--.detailed in the final Message to mankind, the Qur'an, 
should know well that He, Allah, is on a "Straight Path" in His Actions, 
Sayings, Legisl~tion, Taqdeer, Reward and Punishment". He says the 
Truth and His trials and tests, as it is with all of His Actions, are Just: 

10,:~~1@..o-:.a.i.:~..blJ.9~0j&I , .. ,,, ~ ,,,, ;, ,,, 

"Surely, my Rabb is on the Straight Path." (Qur'an 11: 56) 

Those who knew well the Names and Attributes of Allah always linked 
the matters to the Mashee'ah of Allah. This linkage is vivid in the 
propagation efforts of Allah's Prophets: 

• Noah, may Allah's Praise and Peace be upon him, said when his 
people requested that: 

"O Noah! you have disputed with us and prolonged this 
dispute. Just bring upon us what you threaten us with, if 
you are of the truthful." (Qur'an 11, 32) 

"Only Allah will bring it (the punishment) on you, if He 
wills, and then you will escape not." (Qur'an 11 , 33) 

• The Imam of Tawheed and the father of Prophets, lbraheem, may 
Allah's Praise and Mercy be upon them all, said to his people: 
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"I fear not those whom you associate with Allah in 
worship. (Nothing can happen to me) except when my 
Rabb (Allah) wills something. My Rabb comprehends in 
His knowledge everything." (Qur'an 6: 80) 

• The talented-speaker Prophet Shuayeb said: 

~ ~., - .,,,, ,,, ,,,, - .,,,, ,,,- ,,, , 
.:.1 _1f.l>[,:i ,r~w .... .-.1,w .. ~H.~:1"i1r~,!s,.,~:1w:..<'".~ .. 
~ u-- ~ :~ (.p • .) & ' . .) ,. "I.:) )I,. '-t.:;? _,:A.) I.:) I.:)~ ' 

("q:Jl_r ')tl1J,~,, 

"And it is not for us to return to it (your religion of Kuffr) 
unless Allah, our Rabb, should will. Indeed our Rabb 
comprehends all things in His Knowledge. In Allah 
(Alone) we put our trust." (Qur'an 7: 89) 

• The Prophet known for being "the truthful, the honorable, son of the 
honorable (grandfather), son of the honorable (great grandfather) 
i.e. Yusuf (Joseph}, son of Ya'qoub (Jacob), son of Isaac, son of 
lbraheem"68, said: 

"Enter Egypt, if Allah wills, in security." (Qur'an 12: 99) 

• Kaleemul'lah69 Moses said to the righteous man (AI-Khadir) in 

Soorat ul Kahf (The Chapter of the Cave, # 18): 

68Part of an authentic Hadeeth describing the honorable Prophet Joseph and his 

u~per lineage related in Saheeh Al-Bukhari, V. 4, P. 390, Hadeeth # 596. 
6 The one whom Allah spoke to. 
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"If Allah wills, you will find me patient, and I will not 
disobey you in aught." (Qur'an 18: 69) 

• The best of mankind and most honorable in the sight of Allah, 
Prophet Muhammad !j was commanded by Allah to say_: 

"And ·never say of anything that "I shall do such and 
such tomorrow", except (with the saying) 'if Allah wills/' 
"(Qur'an 18: 23-24) 

Allah (SW) Says about Ahlul Jan'nah:, 

"Abiding therein for all the time that the heavens and the 
earth endure, except as your Rabb wills, a gift without 
an end." (Qur'an 11 : 108) making it clear that the matter is 
under His Mashee'ah. If He wishes otherwise, it would be a 
different matter. 

Allah gives the kingdom to whom He wills, lifts up in honor and might 
whoever He wills, degrades in humility and defeat whoever He wills: 
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"Say (0 Muhammad-$): 01 Allah, Possessor of the 
Kingdom, You give the kingdom to whom You will, and 
You take the kingdom from whom You will; You endue 
in honor whom You will, and You humiliate whom You 
will. In Your Hand is the good. Verily! You are able to do 
all things." (Qur'an 3: 26) · 

• If Allah wills, He, most Exalted, can prevent anything from taking 
place: 

"But if it had been Allah's Will, He Himself could 
certainly have punished them (i.e. the Kuffar). But He 
(lets you fight) in order to test you, some with others. 
But those who are killed in the Way of Allah, He will 
never let their deeds be lost." (Qur'an 47: 4) 
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"And such We have appointed for every Prophet an 
enemy, devils among mankind and Jinns, inspiring one 
another with adorned speech as a delusion ( or by way 
of deception). If your Rabb had so willed, they would 
have not done it, so leave them alone with their 
fabrications." (Qur'an 6: 112) 

"If we had willed, We would have given each person his 
guidance." (Qur'an 32: 13) 

Whatever Allah does not will, will not take place: 

~ ,?" "~" ,?",I" .P ",[,, I f,;' :: >,P 

pi:u,J j:!(~.,WJ51 )lj~'V_;lj ~~l;\.I!, _;)J, 

"Say (01 Muhammad fj, ), If Allah had so willed, I should 
not have recited it to you nor would He have made it 
known to you." (Qur'an 10: 16) 

If He wills, He can seal the heart from guidance. Abdullah bin 'Amr 
bin Al-'Aass ~ .'ii, <J""') said that he heard Allah's Messenger~ 

saying: 

.. , ,,,_ ,,, .,. :: 
, ~,., ~ , ~ J1 ~L.,.,1 i:.r ~ 1 0::-! 4.lS r.)1 ~ "-:-' ..,_l.j .:.ir 
'--'.rA-° ~1) :~J ~ JJ1 .J.,.:, JJ1 J_,....,J Ju ~"~G ~ u~ 

r-1-- olJJ , _(~1.1 i.)s, ~_,.J; w rP "-:-' pl 

"All the hearts of the offspring of Adam are between two 
fingers of Ar-Rahman's Fingers as one heart, He turns it 
(in any direction) as He wills. Then Allah's Messenger 
* said: O! Allah, the Turner of the ~earts, turn our hearl 

58 

... 
I 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

towards Your obedience. "70 

• Man's will is true and real, but it does not escape Allah's will: 

"And they will not receive admonition unless Allah 
wills." (Qur'an 74: 56) 

"And you cannot will unless Allah wills. Verily, Allah is 
Ever All-Knowing, All-Wise." (Qur'an 76: 30) 

The above evidences from Qur'an and Sunnah confirm the Absolute 
Mashee'ah (Universal Will) of Allah, as well as the will of human­
beings, and that the latter is not independent from AUah's will. Allah 
sometimes tells us that everything in the Universe is by His Will, and 
that what He did not will, would not take place; He also confirms that if 
He wills, the outcome could be different from what exists; If He wills, He 
would-not be disobeyed, and that He would have gathered His creation 
on guidance making them one nation. Whatever exists, therefore, is 
because He willed it to occur, and if it is not to occur, it is because He 
did not will so. All of these facts constitute the reality of Ar-Ruboobiyah, 
which means that He is Rabul 'Alameen, AI-Qayuom (The One Who 
sustains and protects everything). Only after His leave, creation, 
provisions, giving and taking, spending and holding, dying and living, 
leading astray and guiding aright, and happiness and misery (in this 
world and the next one) would take place, all according to His 
Mashee'ah and Creation; He is the only Owner and Overseer of all 
affairs. He is the only Rabb: 

70saheeh Muslim, V. 4, P.1397, Hadeeth #6418. 
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"Verily, your Rabb creates whatever He wills and 
r.hnn~A~." (011r1::m ?A· fiA, 

[o:-111 L,, l!'l1il·'ll3~ ~·~i1.,~ ... c.::- rr-4'-;-' I.J,..P ~ .).)' \.i?J7' 

"And We cause whom We will to remain in the wombs 
for an appointed term." (Qur'an 22: 5) 

Jlw . ".'I~ r. ~~1,w .... , c4:.1.,w ~ ~,~~ ,D NI ... c.::..i,. , 11 J.lijJ 
,. .. ~ ... , ,,,~ .. ~ ... ;. .. ~v;-,,))1 ~ ,,,,.,...,.., ,,, "' 

,, ,,, T ~~ ., - .,. ~ ., ,, "j , & 9"\~ ",,~431.1.~,1..ij ,: ... 1~~ ... i;(5~1 ~~1..f'~ '" .. ~JI 'I®"< JJI Y..., ~ " "" ~ w\;/ ~, .,, ,Y ~J.J:' .JY 

[O•:LSJ~IJ 

"To Allah belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the 
earth, He creates what He wills. He bestows female 
(offspring) upon whom He wills, and bestows male 
(offspring) upon whom He wills, or He bestows both 
males and females, and He renders barren whom He 
wills. He is All-Knowing, All-Able." (Qur'an 42: 50) 

l, r ,:-; ,, , .,~ , 
[rO:,;~lJ ;~&4~_;~~1~~ 

"And Allah guides to His Light whom He wills." (Qur'an 
24: 35) 

He does what He wills; 

[11':~li@ ~f-~~4.!il~l 
"Verily, Allah does what He wills." (Qur'an 22: 14) 

If He wills, He guides aright, and if He wills, He leads astray: 
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"And whomsoever Allah wills to guide, He opens His 
breast to Islam, and whomsoever He wills to send 
astray, He makes his breast closed and constricted, as 
if he is climbingJ.1p to the sky." (Qur'an 6: 125) 

[The 'Ayah means that, whoever Allah wants to guide, He opens his 
breast to Islam,. i.e. He makes it easy for him; He motivates him, and 
these are good signs. lbn 'Abbass • said: it means that Allah opens up . 
one's heart for the acceptance of and belief in Tawheed."71 On the 
other hand, whomsoever He wills to lead astray, He would make his 
chest strictly closed from knowing Allah and loving Him. "This is a just 
punishment for those who do not properly estimate Allah, and those 
who deny Allah's favors. Allah (SW) shuts the door of His Guidance to 
them and that is why their breasts become confined and 
constricted ... The guidance is a favor from Allah; He makes it settle in 
the person who 1s suitable to recognize it and give thanks to His 
creator by obeying Him and worshipping Him alone. If you ask the 
question: what is the fault of the one who is not suitable for it? The 
answer is that his greatest fault is that he is not suitable. He favors the 
ways that anger Allah and follows his desires instead of working to 
receive Allah's pleasure. Is there a sin more profound than this?"72] 

71 See the Tafseer of lbn Katheer for the quoted 'Ayah. 
72Shifaa'ul 'A/eel, V. 1, PP. 274-278 
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The Mashee'ah (WIii) 
and 

What Allah Wants (lradah) 

Creation and Command belong to Allah, the Exalted. His Divine 
Decree is either Kawnfyyah (Universal) or Shar'iyyah (Legal or 
Ju1dical). The Mashee'ah of Allah in which His intention is carried out is 
pertinent to His Creation and Universal Command. It is not necessary 
that what is carried out by His creation is liked by Him (SW). He, 
however, willed it to pass. 

Allah created Satan, yet He hates him. He created the Kuffar and hates 
them. He created many things that He (SW) loves. Whatever He 
permitted to exist, therefore, from Kuffr, belief, obedience, or 
disobedience, is pertinent to His Mashee'ah, whether He loves it or not. 
This is also known as Al-lradah AI-Kawniyyah (Universal Will). Under 
this Will, Allah may decree to pass things which He does not command 
His slaves to follow, e.g. Kuffr and disobedience. No one can rebel 
against Al-lradah AI-Kawniyyah. 

On the other hand, the Judicial Will is pertinent to Allah's legislation 
(Sharee'ah). Hence, it is related to what Allah loves and likes, whether 
it takes place or not. It is also known as Al-lradah Ash-Shar'iyyah. 
The acts of obedience from the angels, prophets, and the believers, 
when they take place, are loved by Allah and are passed by His 
Universal Will. Under His Judicial Will, it is not necessary that His 
commands will be executed. Some people rebel against His Judicial 
commands. This lradah Ash-Shar'iyyah does not entail the execution of 
His wish. What Allah loves and is pleased with is related to His Judicial 
commands i.e. He loves them to be executed as He demands. 

The linkage between Al-lradah al-Kawniyyah and the lradah Ash­
Shar'iyyah is clear in the following Ayah: 

"And He likes not Kuffr for His slaves." (Qur'an 40: 7) 
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It is obvious that Allah does not like or love Kuffr, yet it exists. This 
deals with Al-lradah Ash-Shariyyah. It is linked to the Al-lradah AI­
Kawniyyah by the fact that Allah willed for Kuffr to take place. What He 
likes or loves, is different from His Mashee'ah. 

The true believer follows, does not dispute, and submits to the 
legislative commands of Allah (SW) ... this is the right of Al-lradah Ash­
Shar'iyyah upon every slave of Allah. As far as the Decree of Al-lradah 
AI-Khawniyyah, the slave of Allah has the "right" to "face" the Decreed 
matters with other Decreed matters ... to understand these words, 
examine the response of Omar ibn AI-Khattab ~ when he was blamed 
for deciding not to enter Ash-Shaam (Greater Syria) because of a 
sudden outbreak of plague. He was told: "Are you running away from 
something which Allah had ordained? Omar said: "Yes! we run away 
from what Allah had ordained (in this case the plague) to another thing 
which Allah had ordained." If someone is touched by hunger, thirst or 
cold, all of which are preordained by Allah, all are from the Qadar, his 
response would be to eat, drink, and put on clothes, thus checking the 
Qadar with Qadar to the best of his ability. He checks the fire with 
water or soil until it is exinguished. He extinguishes the Qadar of Allah 
(fire) with the Qadarof Allah (water). Similarly with illness, he checks it 
with another Qadar, medicine .. And if an enemy of Islam plots against it, 
then it's by the Qadar of Allah. It is incumbent, however, on every 
Muslim to check this Qadar with another Qadar which Allah loves, and 
it is the Jihad by the hand (force) or by spending wealth. 

There remains the case where the Divine Decree is to pass and It 
cannot be checked. The slave of Allah must totally submit and 
recognize the Might of Allah in His Rul ing, Justice in His Decree, and 
Wisdom behind His Decision. Thus, whatever befalls him is not to miss 
him, and whatever missed him is not to befall him ... All is in accordance 
with Allah's Names and Lofty Attributes. Allah deserves the best Praise 
from his slave who must search for his ignorance, sins, and 
mistakes ... This matter is clarified in four "Ayaat: 
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The first 'Ayah: 

'Whatever of good reaches y9u (victory, provisions, 
sound state of self and mind, etc.), is from Allah, but 
whatever of calamities (fear, stress, illness, etc.) 
befalls you is from yourself." (Qur'an 4: 79) 

The second 'Ayah: 

11(What is the matter with you?) When a single 
disaster smites you, although you smote (your 
enemies) with one twice as great, you say: From 
where does this come to us? Say (to them): "It is from 
yourselves (because of your evil deeds)", And Allah 
has power over all things'." (Qur'an 3: 165) 

The third 'Ayah: 

"And whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is because 
of what your hands have earned."(Qur'an 42: 30) 
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"And verily, when We cause man to taste of Mercy from 
Us, he rejoices thereat, but when some ill befalls them 
because of the deeds which their hands have sent forth, 
then, verily man (becomes) ingrate!" (Qur'an 42: 48) 

Allah, the Exalted, clarified that misfortunes and calamities are linked 
to their causes from the evil deeds and wrong-doings. Allah (SW) had 
decreed that calamities befall someone because of his wrong-doings. 
However, what reaches man of good, its causes are limitless. The 
Favor of Allah will be in response to the action of His slave, or due to 
some other work that the slave did not do. It is incumbent, therefore, on 
the slave of Allah to give proper thanks to Allah and Praise Him 
properly. The slaves of Allah should also seek forgiveness, and 
repentance because of their sinful deeds. Both, misfortunes and favors, 
are from the Qadar of Allah, they don't escape His Mashee'ah: 

!I . 

r~,\:~w.JIJ@~?0~ab}0j.)~')) ~_;ij1~~~~tJ~l~~~jl 

"Say (0 Muhammad Jj): All things are from Allah, so 
what is wrong with these people that they fail to 
understand any word?" (Qur'an 4: 78) 
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Divine Decree 

0 

KAWNIYYAH SHAR'IYYAH 
Mashee'ah or Jradah Kawniyyah lradah Shar'iyyah 

Pertinent to His Creation and Pertinent to His Legislation and 
Command. Sharee'ah: Commands and Ordinances. 
He Passes What He Wills. It is not Is only what He loves and likes. It does 
necessary that He likes what He not necessarily entail the execution of His 
creates, or what is being carried out: desire. His legislative commands are 
Shaytan is created, and Al lah hates rebelled against by the Kuffar and the 
him and his followers. He hates and disobedient. He loves righteousness, but 
dislikes their deeds too. It's taking not everyone complies. 
place because He willed so. He does 
not command His slaves to follow 
what He dislikes. No creature can 
escape this Universal Wi ll of Allah. 

Case Mashee'ah or /radah Shari'yyah 
lradah ~_,!310.)1)~1 

Kawniyyah ,, 
4:i .fJ1 0.)1)~1 . 

Existing Acts of obedience. .,,.He willed to pass. .,.,. He loves them. 
Non-Existing Acts of Obedience. lBJHe willed not to .,t'He loves them. 

pass. 
Existing Acts of Kuffr and disbelief. IHe willed to pass. OOBut He does not 

like them. 
Non-Existing Acts of Kuffr and OOHe willed not to lBJHe dislikes them 
disbelief pass. 
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Both, the lradah AI-Kawniyyah and the lradah Ash-Sharr'iyyah are part 
of Allah's Wisdom. Everything He performs in the Universe, or . 
Judicially commands His slaves to do, is for a good reason and · 
according to His Wisdom, whether we are able to comprehend them or 
not: 

"Is not Allah the Best of Judges?" (Qur'an 95: 8) 

• Allah loves those who do good, act Justly, and follow His way: 
~ I ~,J J ~(j 1 ,I .I :1,1 

I ,;,JI '"' I ' , , r\ ,, - . " "' I ,, ::.t.E , !. •?' '\ . I'. [r1:~1r J ",.U • • "<,.;~ ",.U ~~ .,o:;.;.; ~,,V" ,, ,, ,, 

"Say (0 Muhammad ~ ) if you (really) love Allah, then 
follow me (i.e. follow my teachings of Qur'an and 
Sunnah), and Allah will love you." (Qur'an 3: 31) 

• Allah likes what He prescribed of good deeds and sayings, and He 
dislikes what He prohibited of bad deeds and sayings: 

"If you disbelieve, surely Allah does not need you, He 
likes not disbelief for His slaves, and if you are grateful, 
this pleases Him." (Qur'an 39: 7) 

~' ;~!i~~j ~(JI ~I ~J ~; 5~ ~ 1;~9 tJ{il l,~l.;1 ~' ,, ,, 

r""i:~~11 @~~I~ lj~I 

"Had they (the hypocrites) intended to march out, 
certainly, they would have made some preparations, but 
Allah disliked their marching forth. So, .He made them 
lag behind, and it was said to them: 'Stay with the 
weaklings'." (Qur'an 9: 46) 
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., Those who do good deeds, Allah is pleased with them. He is angry 
with those who deserve His anger: 

"Allah is well pleased with them, and they are well 
pleased with Him. That is for him who fears his Rabb." 
(Qur'an 98: 8) 

"And that He will punish the Munafiqeen (hypocrites: 
men and women) and the Mushrikeen (those who join·. 
partners with Allah: men and women), who think evil 
thoughts about Allah, for them is a disgraceful torment, 
and Allah is Angry with them. He has cursed them and 
prepared Hell for them, and worst indeed is that 
destination." (Qur'an 48: 6) 

"But those who open their breasts to disbelief, on them 
is Allah's wrath, and they shall have a severe torment." 
(Qur'an 16: 106) .· 
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In Summary, the Will (Mashee'ah) of 
Allah (SW) is the pre-requisite for 
· bringing forth every existing thing. If 
Allah, the Exalted, does not Will any 
matter, then His Will entails the 
inevitable non-existence of that matter. 
His Mashee'ah covers everything from 
people, actions, moves, stillness, etc. 
Nothing in His Kingdom takes place 
without His leave, and nothing that He 
wills, except that it will take place, 
although there may exist in His 
Kingdom what He dislikes. He allowed 
such things to be carried out. If He 
wills to bring forth what He likes, He 
would do so. None can stop what Allah 
wants. His Mashee'ah is Kawniyyah 
and Shar'iyyah. The Mashee'ah is 
always linked to the Wisdom of Allah, 
the Exalted. 
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The Fourth Rank of AI-Qadar 

The Creation, Al-Khalq #' 

. Allah (SW) is the Sole Creator of everything, including man's 
deeds. No single atom or higher element, static or in motion, but 
Allah has created it. Nothing that takes place in this world except 
that Allah has created it: 

"Verily! Allah is the Creator of everything, and He is 
the Wakil (Guardian, Disposer of affairs, Trustee, etc.) 
over all things." (Qur'an 39: 62) 

"That is Allah, your Rabb, the Creator of everything." 
(Qur'an 40: 62) 

"Say (0 Muhammad-~ ) that Allah is the Creator of 
everything, and He is the One, the Irresistible." (Qur'an 
13: 16) 

• The rank _of AI-Khalq includes the Actions of Allah and the actions of 
His creatures. The Actions of Allah are true and real. They conform to 
what is entailed by His Names and Attributes. They influence all of 
creation in accordance with His Knowledge, Mashee'ah, and Ability. 
Nothing moves, no matter how small it is, except by His Mashee'ah, 
Knowledge, and Ability. Whomsoever He guides, there is none who 
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can misguide, and whomsoever Me misguides, none can guide. 
Recitina the 'A vah: 

"Guide us to the Straight Path." (Qur'an 1: 5) 

confirms that guidance is sought from the One Who is Able to give it. It 
belongs to Him; if He wills, He gives it, and if He wills not, He holds it. 

Guidance is knowing the truth and executing it. Allah, alone, is able to 
make someone knowledgeable about the truth, seek it, and work by it. 
This Guidance is something that even Prophets73 and most righteous 
people cannot offer: 

"Certainly, . you (Muhammad ~) guide not whom you 
love, but Alla_h .gu!des whom He wills." (Qur'an 28: 56) 

In all <. •· His actions there is perfect wisdom. He does not do 
anything in vain nor is His action devoid of eny meaning. His Actions 
are Real, All-Wise, and All-Just. His creatures, and their d~eds, are 
His creation. 

The slave of Allah Has real ability, will, choice and action. Man's 
ability to move and to believe are actions that are truly attributed to 

him. These actions are created by Allah. Man's movement, standing, 
sitting, etc. are real actions which Allah decreed, set under His ability, 
willed, and created them for him. Man's will and actions are next to His 
(SW). This is the medium and straight way of relating the Actions of 

73Prophets and their followers explain and proclaim the Message. This guidance is 

known as the guidance of lrshad. Allah's .guidance is known as the guidance of 
Tawfeeq: opening one's heart to receive the truth. 
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Allah to those of His creation. This is the course of As-Salaf us Salih. It 
stands against two extremes. The first which claimed that predestiny 
deprived man from his ability and choice. According to this claim, man 
has no will and no real action, and that he is just like a feather in the 
wind. This group is known as AI-Jabriyyah74_ 

The Other group totally denied AI-Qadar and claimed that man creates 
his own actions by his ability and by his will, "making" creators other 
than Allah! That is why the Prophet ~ called them the ''Majoos 
(Majians) of this Ummah", because the Majoos claim that Satan 
"creates" evil and harmful things, making Satan a "creator" besides 
Allah. This group is known as AI-Qadariyyah75. 

The medium course is that of Ah/us-Sunnah, the followers of As­
Sa/af us Salih: 

'The Muslim Prays, fasts, do~s good, may do bad deeds, etc. Indeed, 
he is the doer · of these deeds because he acted by his will. That is 
what Allah and His Messenger confirmed. Nevertheless, if you want to 
know how the Muslim's deeds are part of AI-Qadar and the Mashee'ah 
of Allah, · then ask the question: what made them do these deeds? The 
answer: By their ability and will. That is why they deserve either reward 
for the good deeds, or punishment for the evil bnes. Everyone agrees 
to this. The next question is: Who is the Creator of their ability and will? 
Certainly, Allah. Consequently their deeds are the creation of Allah. 
Remember that Allah brought to. existence their deeds as well as all the 

74This is the concept of AI-Jabriyyah (from Arabic Jabr, 'Compulsion') who 
maintained determinism against free will. These are the followers of Jahm bin Safwan 
(d.128 Hj/745). Their doctrine is that salvation was pre-determined and that man, in 
effect, could not work either for, or against his salvation. 
75Abu Dawood related that on the authority of Abdullah bin Umar that the Prophet.it 
said: "AI-Qadariyyah are the Majoos of this Ummah, if they become ill do not visit 
them, and when they die do not witness them (their funerals)." Shayekh Al-Albani 
said that the Hadeeth is Hassan (authentic) by way of its combined narrations. See 
At-Tahawiyyah, P. 273 and As-Sunnah by Abee 'Aasim V. 1/149. 

72 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

means that made these deeds manifested. "76 The 'Ayah: 

''You cannot will unless Allah wills." (Qur'an 76: 30), is a 
confirmation of man's will and that it is under Allah's will. 
Also it is a response against the above two extremes. 

Furthermore, the 'Ayah: 

[o:~Wl1,!l.:f -~~.f!GI "~.fl~I 
'v"V- "!.' • ., 

"And You (Alone) we worship and You (Alone) we seek 

for help." (Qur'an 1: 5), .confirms the slave's own actions of 
worship, and that it occurs only after Allah's help. If Allah 
(SW) does not help him and make him able and willing to do 
the worship, the slave would not be able to perform it. The 
'Ayah is one more response against the Jabriyyah and AI­
Qadariyyah and those who follow their concepts. 

"He (Abraham) said (to his people): Worship you that 
which you (yourselves) carve? While Allah has created 
you and what you make!" (Qur'an 37: 95-96) 

76Based upon Sharhul Aqeedah AI-Wasitiyyah by Muhammad Khalil Al Har'raas. P. 

228-229, Published by Daar ul Hijrah (1414 Hj/1993). 
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The Ranks of AI-Qadar Together I 
The belief in AI-Qadar can only be accomplished when all four ranks of 
AI-Qadar are realized, because they are firmly interrelated. As 
confirmed in the Qur'an and Sunnah, Allah (SW) encompasses all 
creation, past, present, and future ones. He knows all about their 
entities, their deeds, their descriptions, etc. He (SW) recorded all of 
this in The Preserved Tablet in countless texts. All of Allah's Creation 
is under His will, nothing escapes it. Whatever He wills, comes into 
being, and whatever He does not, would not. The slaves of Allah have 
will, abilities, and choices, all of which are created by Allah. Everything 
occurs according to the Foreknowledge of Allah; It is recorded, and 
follows a course that is linked to specific causes that are part of AI­
Qadar. Allah gave the believers means, ways, and various kinds of 
assistance and kept them away from impediments that may have 
weaken the strength of their beli~f. as the Prophet ~ said: 

" ., ., J ,:, ,J, ,:;; • ' " ., , ' -1, ,, ., 

~ I J--J.~ o~~I JAi 0'° c)l5 0'° lAI , ..J ~ W r-::'° j5J \~\" 
" - , :: 'I • o.:>..........i 

"Carry on doing (good) deeds, for everybody will find easy to ,. 
do such deeds as will lead him to his destined place for 
which he has been created. So, he who is destined to be 
among the happy (in the Hereafter), will find it easy to do the 
deeds characteristic of such people .. . "77. He (SW) forsake 
the wicked and the evil ones and left them to themselves 
and c;lid not i1elp them because they turned away from Him. 

[The slave's stand towards Af-Qadar has two levels: 

First: Before the Taqdeer takes .place: he should seek the help from 
Allah, depend upon Him, and supplicate Him. 

77Part of an authentic Hadeeth collected by Al-Bukhari in his Saheeh, V.6, Hadeeth # 
472. 
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I 

Second: After the Taqdeer takes place: If the Taqdeer is different from 
what he had worked for (lawful and good), he should be patient and 
accept the Taqdeer. If the Taqdeer is a favor that conforms with what 
he had set up and worked for, then he should be grateful to Allah and 
should praise Him for it. If he commits a sinful deed, he should ask 
Allah's forgiveness and repent. 

The slave's stand towards the Commands of Allah, has two levels: 

Before Execution: a determination to fulfill the command and to seek 
Allah's help for its execution. 
After Execution: seeking Allah's forgiveness due to any shortcomings 
in the execution, and praising Allah for all of His favors: 

"So be patient (0 Muhammad;i). Verily, Allah's Promise 
is True, and seek forgiveness for your fault" (Qur'an 40, 
55). 

11

But if you ·persevere patiently, and have Taqwa (be 

pious), -then verily this is from the great matters which 
you must hold on with all your efforts." (Qur'an 3: 186) 

~w,i 01_, '°~ 'y_, <lJ½ ~I_,~ Lo~~ ..,;-1" :~ ~I Ju_, 
, ~ ;\...!. L...J .J..11 .>l; :~ ~.J , 1.15'.J I.is' 0\S ..:...W ~i_,J ~ ")(.; .. ~ 

(rl-4 olJ ) . 0~1 ~ ~ _,J 0u 
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The Prophet ~ said: "Cherish that which benefits you (in the 
Hereafter) and seek Allah's help, and do not despair (or lose 
heart); and if anything befalls you (calamity, misfortune, or 
trouble) do not say, 'If I had done such and such, then such 
and such would have occurred78•, but rather say: Allah did 
that what He had preordained to do, because the word "if" is 
an opening for Satan's actions."79 ]80 

78some may say, "If I had not done that (thing), then such and such would not have 

happened! ". So many times we hear people say the "ifs" and "buts·, reflecting the 
lack of true belief in AI-Qadar. The Muslim's belief in A/-Qadar is a source of strength 
and activity rather than a pretext for passiveness, pessimism, indolence, and 
inactivity. He acts, depRnding upon Allah and seeks His help. He does not cry over 
what might not please him. He looks forward keeping his aim high with dignity. hoping 
and trusting in Allah, the Exalted. 
79Reported in Saheeh Muslim, V. 4, P. 1401, Hadeeth #6441 . 
80shayekh ul Islam lbn Taymeeyah in AI-Fatawa, V. 8., P. 76. 
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In The Name of AI-Qadarl I 
.some people say, "Why should we work and exert efforts when we 
know that Allah knows everything we will do, knows our destiny to 
either Paradise or Hell, and that He is the Creator of our deeds? Let 
the AI-Qadar befall upon us and we shall receive whatever comes 
whether we will it or not! 

.others say, "If every sin or wrong-doing is a preordained matter, so 
what is the fault of the one who commits them? 
•Both groups blame AI-Qadar. Not only that, but knowingly or 
unknowingly this is an accusation against Allah and His Names and 
Attributes. It implies that Allah loves Kuffr, Shirk, murder, adultery, 
fornication, theft, ill-treatment of parents and all other sins and wrong­
doings81 . Allah is High above such implication. The fact that Allah 
wills and creates what He wills, does not necessitate that His will 
is His Love. His Mashee'ah, as discussed earl ier in the explanation of 
Al-lradah AI-Kawniyyah and Al-lradah Ash-Shar'iyyah, is not the same 
as His Attribute of Love. The sayings of both groups do not differentiate 
between belief and disbelief, good and bad, justice and injustice etc. It 
leads, as Sheykh ul Islam lbn Taymeeyah said: "to disbelief in the 

· Messengers, the Books of Revelation. To him (who utters the sayings 
of the above groups), Adam and Moses, Noah and his people, Moses 
and the Pharaoh, the early Muslims and the Kuffar, are the same!"82 In 
fact it attributes injustice to Allah! He is Most Glorified and High above 
what they utter or do. They only blame AI-Qadar for their own deeds 
and free themselves of any wrong-doing. "Implicit in their claims is the 
objective of eliminating Al-lradah Ash-Shar'iyyah and thus the 
Commands of Allah: the Lawful and the un-Lawful, the Promise 

81The Sufi mystic sects fell deeply into the false·belief that Allah necessarily loves 

whatever He brings to existence. In fact, to many mystics, everything is Allah and 
Allah is the ·essence· of every existing thing. This belief is known as Wihdatut Wujud, 
The Unity of Being; Exalted .and Glorified Allah is above what they utter. 
82 ' AI-Fatawa. V. 8, P .100. 
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(Paradise) and the Threat (Hell}, and those who do this are in a state of 
Kuffr that is greater than that of the Jews and Christians."83 It is true 
that Allah willed the existence of Kuffr, Shirk, sins, disobedience, theft, 
usury, etc. but He, the Most High, hated these matters and commanded 
His slaves not to commit them. 

•Allah decreed the results and their causes. Whoever claims that he 
does not want to go and search for his provisions but instead waits for 
the AI-Qadar, does not comprehend the Taqdeer of Allah in His slaves: 

"So walk in the path thereof (on earth) and eat from His 
Provisions." (Qur'an 76: 15) 

If Allah had ordained that He will give a person a child, it means that 
He had ordained for this person to have a wife and have intercourse 
·with her. He ordained illness and ordained its medicine, and that when 
the ill-man takes the ordained medicine he will be cured. The child 
does not come without a cause, the produce does not flourish without 
water and soil, having a full stomach does not occur without food, and 
quenching thirst does not occur without water or a lawful drink. 

•Allah ordained that "Ahmad" supplicates Him and seeks refuge in Him 
and that He answers his call. And ordained that "Jamal" will not invoke 
Him and seek His help. Thus, He leaves • Jamal" to rniihself, and he 
stays miserable: 

831bid, P.288. He also said on page 262: "If these people insist on their beliefs, then 
their Kuffr is greater than that of the Jews and Christians, because the latter believe 
in the Commands, Paradise and Hell, and Reward and Punishment, but they have 
altered, changed, believed in some parts of their religions and disbelieved in other 
parts of them." 
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[And Your Rabb said, 'Supplicate Me, I will respond to 
your (invocation)'] (Qur'an 40: 60) 

• The best ans~er for both groups lies in the saying of the Prophet .® 
when he was asked by his companions about the benefit of performing 
good deeds when they are preordained by Allah (SW). His answer 
was: 

.,, ':(.,,,,,,, \ •,,,, o ,,,, ,,,. ,,,, o ,,, ,:,.,,, 1 • ,. .J ~ ,,,,, .,, ,,,, \ • > • ,,,, ,:; , , 
'-:-'JS.., ~ 1.., ~ ) 0-4 Lo I.., , .'5 .r::1J. o ~ ~ ½ J..L,.,.., 

,., . .,~,,,, ..... , ,.,. 
(, • _o :J:.UI) L>~ o ~ ~½ 

"Carry on doing (good) deeds, for everybody will find easy to 
do such deeds as will lead him to his destined place for 
which he has been created, and he recited: {As for him 
who gives (in charity) and keeps his duty to Allah and 
fears Him, And believes in AI-Husna84, We will make 
smooth for him the path of ease (goodness); But he who 
is greedy miser and thinks himself self-sufficient, and 
gives the lie to AI-Husna, We will make smooth for him 
the path for evil}85 (Qur'an 92 5-10). One of the 
companions of the Prophet :.~ who understood the meaning 
of the Hadeeth said: "/ have never been so motivated as I 
am now." 

.Recognizing the means does not mean that we depend upon them, 
but we should depend upon their Creator, Allah. Shayekhul Islam lbn 
Taymeeyah said: "Relying on the means, alone, 1s Shirk, and riot 
recognizing their role as means, is a lack of good reason Completely 

84AI-Husna means either t~e declaration of Tawheed /a ilaha ilia /ah none has the 

right to be worshipped except Allah, or a reward from Allah i. e. Allah will compensate 
him for what he will spend in Allah's Way or bless him with Paradise 
BSsaheeh Al-Bukhari, V. 6, Hadeeth # 472 
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turning away from them is an insult to Sharee'ah. True dependence 
and hope (in Allah) comprises: Tawheed, Sharee'ah, and reasoning. 
Indeed, seeking the means alone, reflects the heart's dependence and 
reliance upon them. In fact no creature86 deserves this status, because 
they (i.e the means) are not independent; they need associates (as 
copartners) as well as contrasts; Besides, means that Allah does not 
make subservient, would not be so. This shows that Allah is the Rabb 
and Owner of everything87 ... Every means has its copartner and 
contrast. So if the partner does not help, and the contrast is not 
averted, the means will not be manifested: Rain, for example, will not 
be effective in the growth of plantation except by what joins in of the 
air, soil, etc. The plants will not grow well unless all rotting and spoiling 
matters are removed. Food and drink will not provide nutrition unless 
the body organs are proper and healthy. In short, to have useful 
results, all spoiling, corruptive, and improper means are to be 
averted."88 

• Those who take the AI-Qadar as a pretext for doing sinful and unlawful 
acts, should not blame anyone who may inflict harm upon them using 
the same excuse. They should not hate anyone, or accuse anyone of 
injustice regardless of the ·horrible crimes that may be committed. By all 
means, their arguments are baseless and may lead the world into 
destruction. 

86The means are part of Allah's, creation. 

87 AI-Fatawa, V. 8, P, 170. 

881bid, P . 167. 
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Blaming AI-Qadar. 

Is There Evidence? 

• Those who blame everything on AI-Qadar try to justify their position 
by referring to an authentic Hadeeth in which the Prophet j\ described 
an argument between Adam, and Moses, peace be upon both of them, 
that took place in front of Allah, and in which the Prophet~ said. 

,,,. ,;,,, .. .. ,,.,_ ,,,,,_,;;,, 
,:r ~ ?\-' ~ \,; y,I ...:...;\ i~l l{ :~ Y' o..l Ju.; , '->" .J-" i~I ~I" 

,_i..A _,.t;i , 0~ ~ t;.., , .i..o~ Ji, !)Lih.,o\ , ~ Y' 4 :r;i o,,) Jt,; , t;.i, 

- ,,._ 
~ ~..b..ll_, '~l:S 0-4 c!''Y' c..l&-.} L>.)~\ olJJ ". ~'.)l; u-" .J-° i~, 

. l1, _,..JI t_) ..!.UL. ..!JJ..\S .J ~ .Jb Y.i.J 0 ..L. .,::JI olJ.JJ , .:..,41_,.J 0.1&- r-4 

[Adam and Moses argued with each other89. Moses said to Adam· "You 
are our father, you disappointed us and caused us to get out of 
Paradise. Adam said to him: 0 Moses! Allah has chosen you (for direct 
talk with you) and wrote (the Torah) with His own Hand Do you blame 
m~ for action which Allah had ordained for me forty years before He 
created me. So Adam confuted Moses, Adam confuted Moses, the 
Prophet ~ added, repeating the statement three times. ]90 

891n another narration in Saheeh Muslim, the argument took place "in the presence of 

their Rabb (Allah)." See Saheeh Muslim. V.4. P. 1396. Hadeeth # 6411 
90collected by Al-Bukhari in his Saheeh with more than one narration It is also 

reported by Muslim in his Saheeh with more than one narration. Imam Malik, Abu 
Dawood. and At-Tirmithi also reported the same Hadeeth ",. 
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•[In the above Hadeeth, there is no real evidence for those who blame 
AI-Qadar for their sins. In fact, Adam did not take the AI-Qadar as an 
excuse for the sin he committed when he disobeyed Allah by eating 
from the forbidden tree in Paradise. Allah punished Adam by sending 
him and his wife down to the earth. Adam repented for his sin and 
asked Allah to forgive Him. Allah, the Oft-Forgiving, forgave Adam. In 
no way did Moses blame his father for the sin for which he, Adam, 
already repented and his repentance was accepted by Allah. Mose-i 
knew well that Adam repented. The blame Moses referred to was about 
the calamity which led Adam and his offspring out of Paradise. Adam 
was referring to the calamity, after it touched llim, as something 
preordained. So, whatever calamities had been ordained, the slave's 
position must be that of submission and endurance. However, it is not 
permitted to commit sins, and if they are committed, the slave must 
repent and seek Allah's forgiveness and not take the AI-Qadar as an 
excuse for committing sinful deeds.]91 lbn Qayyim said: 

"It is justified to~. refer matters to the AI-Qadar after a sin had been 
committed and the person repents from it, and does not intend to 
repeat it (i.e. in this case the person may say: Allah had ordained 
it), just as Adam had done. In fact there is a benefit for the person who 
utters such a response as well as for the person who hears it, because 
the response is a recognition of the Tawheed of Allah and of His 
Names and Attributes ... Such recognition is clear in Adam's response: 
"you blame me for doing something preordained upon me before I was 
created." Adcm did not dispel any truth in his response nor did he 
make of it an evidence to justify any fa/sehoocf92. So, if a person 
comm .. s a sin, and repents and clears himself from it, and if someone 
later b'. Jmes him, it is quite good if he makes a reference to the AI­
Qadar saying: 'this is a matter which Allah had preordained upon me 
before I was born.' ... But when he commits something unlawful or 
abandons an obligatory act (of Islam), and although he is reminded 
about it, he insists on doing it blaming it on the Al- Qadar, then. in this 

91sased upon At-Tahawiyyah P. 147, and AI-Fatawa. V. 8. 108. 
92Remember that he confessed for his wrong-doing, was punished for it, r,epented. 
and he was forgiven . 
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case, he dispelled the truth and adopted falsehood. In the 
same way, the Mushrik's (disbelievers) insisted on their Shirk 
(disbelief) and worship of other than Allah, blaming the AI-Qadar 
for that. They did not regret their worship of other than Allah, and 
did not intend to abandon Shirk ... 93 

•Allah disproved those who blame the AI-Qadar in many places in the 
Qur'an. He says: 

"Those who took partners (in worship) with Allah will say: 'If 
Allah had willed, we would not have taken partners (in 
worship) with Him, and we would not have forbidden 
anything (against His Will). Likewise belied those who 
were before them, (they argued falsely with Allah's 
Messengers), till they tasted of Our Wrath. Say: AHave 
you any knowledge (proof) that you can produce before 
us? Verily, you follow nothing but guesses and you do 
nothing but lie." (Qur·~n 6: 148) 

931bn Qayyim in Shifaa'u/ 'Alee/, P. 57. 
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"And those who join others in worship with Allah say: 'If 
Allah so willed, neither we nor our fathers would have 
worshipped aught but Him, nor would we have 
forbidden anything without (Command from) Him.' So 
did those before them. Then! Are the Messengers 
charged with anything but to convey the Message?" 
(Qur'an 16: 35) 

~-: , , ,~ '.1\ ~ : 1s L ,:...oeLJY; ~ ~Tt;.I, ill,~/,. l; _, ~ :.q .-Ll, ,1 l ,flj., 
~ \j .,.,c ..r~ y .:,,--- \j., ~ 1,,;,1., .. ~~ ......,- - 1,:r .1" >- Y Y ' 

"· 
"And they said that: 'If , it had been the Will of the Most 
Compassionate, we should not have worshipped them 
(false gods). Verily! they have no knowledge whatsoever 
of that. They do nothing but lie." (Qur'an 43: 20) 

• The devil, lblees, uttered a similar excuse before the Mushrikeen94 

were created. No wonder he is considered as the leader of all 
rebellion. He said: 

"(/blees) said: 'O my Rabb, Because You misled me, I 
shall indeed adorn the path of error for them (mankind) 
on the earth, and I shall mislead them all." (Qur'an 15: 39) · 

It is true that whatever Allah wills, takes place, and whatever he does 
not would not. He (SW) says: 

~ r. , ,,,,,r, '{,:"' 
[IIY;.,QW')I\J!S~I.A~_;~W._;.l, 

"If your Rabb had so willed, they would not have done 
it." (Qur'an 6: 112) 

94Mushrikeen: polytheists, pagans, idolaters, and disbelievers in the Onenes_s.1 of 

Allah, and His Messenger Muhammad ~ -
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[l·':.,.,w")tl1j,1j ;t!G tii1 ;ll ;1, 
"If your Rabb had so willed, . they would not have 
worshipped otherthan Him." (Qur'an 6: 107) 

Then, why did Allah (SW) belie them and consider them ignorant? 
Because: 

1-[They did not mean to confirm the Mashee'ah (Will) of Allah , His 
Ability, and Oneness. Neither did they want to seek refuge in Allah, 
depend upon Him alone, and ask for His help in order for them to 
comply with His Command of abandoning Shirk. Had they done so they 
would have been right95. In fact they only wanted to dispel the 

Command of Allah by quoting AI-Qadar as an excuse, claiming that 
Allah loves what they do, since He willed it to take place! 

2-Had this been true, Allah would not have inflicted punishment upon 
them: 

-until they tasted of Our Wrath-(Qur'an 6: 148) ... The Hujjah 
(establishing evidence), therefore, belongs to Allah (SW). It is His 
Messengers and His Revelation that explains to mankind what benefits 
them and what harms them, making them able to know and 
comprehend His Commands. He also gave them hearing, sight, and 
minds establishing perfect evidence against them, eliminating their 
false "evidence" against Allah's Will and Decree. Examine this in the 
saying of Allah (SW), right after the above excuses of the Mushrikeen: 

95shayekh Muhammad Bin Utheimeen said : [Had they said when they committed 

Shirk: 'This is something that took place by the Will of Allah, but we seek His 
forgiveness and we repent to Him, we would say to them: 'You spoke the truth". But 
when they are called to abandon Shirk and respond by saying : 'If Allah had willed, 
we would not have taken partners (in worship) with Him, and we would not 
have forbidden anything (against His Will) ... ", then it would not be accepted from 
them"]. Majmou' AI-Fa(awa, V.3, P. 208-210. 
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"Say: With Allah is the perfect proof and argument (i .e. 
His Oneness, sending Messengers and Books etc. to 
mankind), had He so willed, He would indeed have 
guided yol.l all."(Qur'an 6: 148-149), 

indicating that Allah is the sole Rabb, the King, fully runs the affairs 
of His Creation, no True God except Him; So, how come they turn to 
worship others besides Him?]96 So, if the concept of taking the AI-

Qadar as a pretext for committing Shirk or sins is right, there would 
have been no purpose in sending the Messengers and the Books. This 
is -accusing Allah of doing aimless actions! And Allah is High above 
what they attribute to Him. 

Someone may argue against what is stated above, saying: "Didn't 
Allah Say: 

"Follow what has been inspired to you (0 Muhammad ~) 
from your Rabb, There is no I/ah (True God Who 
deserves to be worshipped alone) except He, and turn 
away from the Mushrikeen. Had Allah willed, they would 
not have taken others besides Him in worship. And We 
have not made you a watcher over them, nor are you set 
over them to dispose of their affair.," (Qur'an 6: 106-107) 

96 1bn Qayyim in Shifaa'uf 'Alee!. V.1, PP. 45-59 
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So, how come you state above that Allah (SW) disclaimed the 
Mushrikeen when they blamed the AI-Qadar for their Shirk while in the 
above 'Ayah , Allah (SW) confirms that "Had He willed, they would not 
have taken others besides Him in worship"? It seems then that they 
were "right" in terms of their evidence! [The answer is that the above 
'Ayaat (Qur'an 6: 107), Allah (SW) is comforting the Prophet ~ by 
making it clear that their Shirk is taking place by Allah's will and by His 
Permission. So, the Prophet ~ is called to accept this fact and thus 
take it easy on himself. However, in the 'Ayah (Our'an 6: 148), Allah 
disclaimed the excuse by AI-Qadar which the Mushrikeen brought up 
trying to Justify their acts of Shirk.]97 

3-Allah does not make a person bear more than he could. He (SW) 
Says: 

"Allah burdens not a person beyond his scope." 
~ (Qur'an 2: 286) 

If man is compelled to act, then he would be burdened with 
inescapable things. Certainly this compulsion is false. In fact if the 
slave of Allah commits something wrong · due to forgetfulness, 
ignorance, or under compulsion, then there is no sin on him because 
he is excused. 

4-AI-Qadar is a secret unknown to any creature until it is manifested. 
The person's will precedes his action and it is not based upon a 
knowledge of AI-Qadar. · Claiming that Allah ordained upon him such 
and such, is false because it is a claim of knowing the unseen which is 
only known to Allah. 

5-lf it is the right thing to blame, AI-Qadar would have been the escape 
route for the people of Hell! However, when they begin to see Hell and 
its magnitude, they do not resort to AJ-Qadar as an excuse to free 

97 See FN. # 94. 
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themselves from their responsibilitles, but rather they call upon Allah 
to: 

"Our Rabbi Respite us for a little while, we will answer 
Your call and follow the Messengers!" (Qur'an 14: 44) 

, "'--· r :?' r .,, ., ,,,, "' ,,, r :/,, "' 
[l•:dl.Jli®~l~lqU) i;~_;l~:.iU) _;J 

"Had we but listened or used our intelligence, we would 
not have been among the dwellers of the blazing Hell!" 
(Qur'an 67: 10) 

Some people say that Ali bin Abi Talib ~ "used" the AI-Qadar as an 
excuse for not performing the optional night prayers. They refer to the 
following authentic Hadeeth98: 

"One night Allah's Messenger vis(ted him (i.e. Ali) and 
Fatimah (the daughter of Allah's Messenger and Ali's 
wife L.....p J ,..,..-;,~·J and said to them: "Won't you offer (night) 

prayers? Ali added, I said: "O Allah's Messenger! Our souls 
are in the Hands of Allah and when He wishes to bring us to 
life, He does. Allah's Messenger went away when I said so, 
and he did not give any reply. Then I heard him on leaving 
striking his thighs saying99: 

98Reported by Al-Bukhari, Saheeh Al-Bukhari, V. 8, Hadeeth # 557, and also by 
Muslim and An-Nasaa'ee. 
991mam An-Nawawi commented: "While the Prophet ~ did not blame Ali ~ for his 
reply, he was surprised by Ali's quick response."-Commentary on Saheeh Muslim by 
Imam An-Nawawi , Book 6 (The Travelers' Prayers). Hadeeth # 1815, P. 306 .. 
Published by Daar AI-Ma'rifah (Beirut), First Edition, 1414Hj/1994. The Prophet's 
visit was to urge Ali ·and his wife, may Allah be pleased with both of them, to keep 
good interest in the night prayers because of its great benefit. The Prophet ~ knew 
that Allah seizes the souls during sleep, and he considered the quick response of Ali 
as argumental (See lbn Utheimeen as in FN. # 96, P. 212). 
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[i,t' :~ Ii@ ~lk :~ jf\ (j l:5 )' 10g,, 
"But man is ever more contentious than anything." 
(Qur'an 18: 54) 

[In fact, Ali did not abandon an obligatory act of worship nor did he 
make an unlawful deed and then blamed AI-Qadar for it. He did not do 
any of that. He only said that his soul and that of Fatimah are in the 
Hands of Allah, if He willed , He (SW) would have returned their souls 
to themselves ... When some of the Prophet's companions slept so late 
that they did not offer the (morning) prayer, the Prophet ~ said: "Allah 
seized your souls (made you sleep) when He wished, and returned 
them (to your bodies) when He wished ... "100 So, the one in sleep is not 

negligent and in such cases, referring to AI-Qadar is correct...]101 

•Man is always keen to obtain what suits him from worldly matters. He 
prefers a good company X over a bad company Y. He does not change 
to work for Y blaming AI-Qadar for the change. Simply it is more 
beneficial for him to work for X. Why then it becomes "justifiable" to 
abandon the highly beneficial matters of Deen and adopt the harmful 
matters ( Shirk, sin, etc.) and then blame it on AI-Qadar? 

If man is traveling towards a specified place and there are two roads 
that lead to it, one safe and the other unsafe, which of the two roads 
will he take? There is no doubt that he will take the safe road. On his 
journey to the Last Day, why does man not take the way to Paradise 
instead of the way to Hell? 

•If one accepts the concept of blaming AI-Qadar f9r our mistakes and 
sins, then there is no need for seeking forgiveness, repentance, Dua'a, 
striving and fighting for the cause of Allah, enjoining what is right and 
forbidding what is evil etc. thus proving the falsehood of this concept. 

1 OOcollected by Al-Bukhari in Saheeh Al-Bukhari, V.9, Hadeeth # 563. pp·_ 422-423. 

Also reported by Imam Muslim, Abu Dawood, At-Tirmithi, and An-Nasaa'ee. 
1011bn Qayyim in Shifaa'ul 'Alee/, V.1, P. 58. 
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•Man does not know in advance what Allah had ordained for him. So 
when he is about to commit sin, he has no knowledge of AI-Qadar, and 
thus he cannot be excused from his responsibility. 

Sum,:nary: The Muslim cannot blame AI-Qadar for 
his sins. He may refer to AI-Qadar after committing 
the sin and after regretting and repenting, saying: 
'Allah had ordained and He does whatever He 
ordains". This statement is permissible to refer to 
after calamities or misfortunes. There is more 
benefit about this subject, insha'l-lah, later in the 
text. 
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[Allah bestows upon you from His Favors. He does not expect 
anything in return nor a benefit from you ... He is not afraid of poverty, 
and His treasures never diminish. He does not withhold his Favors 
from you because He may need something from you ... He loves 
generosity, giving, granting, etc. more than you love requesting and 
taking from Hirn. If He withholds from bestowing His Favor~ uli)on you, 
then know that you are standing in the way of your interests, and that 
you are a barrier to yourself. This is really the case of most of mankind 
Verily, Allah (SW) had ordained that obedience can bring about His 
Favors. Allah's Favors102 can only be attracted by obedience and that 
their continuity could be brought about only by giving thanks to Him 
(SW). Disobeying Allah holds and delays His Favors Similarly if He 
bestows His Favors and then takes them away from you, it is not due to 
some kind of "greed" on His part. You are the cause for having it 
withdrawn. Indeed, Allah (SW) says: 

"That is because Allah never changes the grace which 
He has bestowed on a people until they change what is 
in their own selves." (Our'an 8: 53) 

It is quite strange that you deal with yourself in this way, accusing and 
blaming AI-Qadar. You missed your own opportunity and your 
reasoning failed to recognize the true means of your own happiness, 
and then you sat blaming it all on AI-Qadar .. your Fitrah became 

102Allah's Favors are bestowed on all . just and unjust. wicked and good, believers 
and Kuffar. The obedient to Allah receives distinguished favors for this world and for 
the hereafter. The greatest favor is Tawheed and worshipping of Allah alone and 
dying on this. Quantitatively, however. there may be no comparison between what 
some believers have and what the Kaffir has. Content is a distinguished mark in the 
heart of the believer. The Favors of Allah on the believers are blessed as long as 
they abide by the Quran and Sunnah The blessed favors are not subject to 
quantitative assessments. All the favors that the Kaffir receives are for this world 
only. The believer is yet to receive. by Allah's will, the favor of the actual seeing of 
Allah in the Hereafter. Is there anything better? Certainly, No! 
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corrupt and your heart degenerated because your desires extinguished 
its lamps of knowledge and faith and you turned towards Allah's 
creatures complaining from your condition (blaming Allah for it!). When 
a knowledgeable man saw someone complaining to another person, he 
told him: "O you! you complain about the One Who is Merciful to you to 
the one who is nof''1103 

1031bn Qayyim in his book, "Tareequl Hijratayen Wa Babu as-Sa'adatayen"-[The 

Road to Allah And His Messenger and the Road to Happiness in this life and in the 
next one (Hereafter)], PP. 110-112, Published by Dar lbn Qayyim, Ad-Dammam, 
P.O. Box 1865, KSA. 
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Case By Case 

CASE ONE 

EVIL IS NOT ATTRIBUTED TO 
ALLAH 

Question 104: We believe in AI-Qadaa' wal Qadar, its good and bad, 
from Allah, the Exalted. Is it therefore correct to attribute evil to 
Allah? And Is evil part of Allah's Action? 

•Allah, the Exalted is High above evil and evil should not be attributed 
to Him because He is Perfectly Wise, Just, and Merciful in all of His 
Actions. But then how is it that good and evil are from Allah, knowing 
that one cannot attribute evil to Allah, as the Prophet ~ made it clear in 
his saying "evil is .not attributable to You"? 

... ,,, .. ,,.. .,,,. ., ,:;; ,,.,,,.. l > .,, .,, ,,,,, ,,,. ::;,... 
..!.l;J I.., ~ Li I , ..!.l;JI ~ _r!JI_, , ~-½ J ..JS .,,.f,, .... J\.., , ~..L,,......, _, ~" 

r-4 olJJ " . ~w.., ~~~ 

oraers, all l.;ooa 1s ,n your Hanas, ana me ev11 1s not 
attributable to You, I am by You, and to You, Blessed are 
Thee and Exalted ... "105 

The issue is understood jn light of the fact that in matters of fate, there 
is AI-Qadar (The Divine Decree or Pre-Ordainment) and AI-Maqdoor 
(What is decreed). Evil, therefore is not in His Decree itself, because it 
represents Allah's Knowledge, Ability, Writing, Mashee'ah, and 
Creation and all of these Attributes and Actions are Good and Perfect. 

104 Shifaa 'ul 'Alee/, V. 1, PP. 160-182 & V. 2, PP. 63-71. 

1 OScollected by Imam Muslim in his Saheeh (Arabic), the Chapter of "The Prayers 

of Those on a Journey·. 1: 535 # 771 
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If evil is one of Allah's Actions, a Name of Allah would have been 
derived from it, and there is none. Evil , however, is in .what is decreed 
(AI-Maqdoor) in Allah's creation. In fact the Prophet ~ said in one 
supplication: "And protect us from the evil of what You decreed." 

AI-Maqdoor is either Good or Evil. Even when it is evil, it is relative, 
and not pure evil. It is evil in one respect, good in another, or it is evil 
in one case and good in another. Evil, is in Allah's creation, not in 
Himself, Attributes, Names or Actions. He is above associating any evil 
to Himself, and to His Attributes since all are Perfect and Majestic; His 
Names are all Husna (Best and Most Beautiful); His Actions are all­
Wise, full of Mercy, and all-Just; He is Praised for all of that; So, it is 
impossible to attribute evil to Him. 

Evil is placing things in their unsuitable place, and this is 
injustice. Although Allah (SW) is the Creator of everything including 
good and evil , He is High above being unjust; He places things in their 
proper places, and this is all-Good. That is why evil is not attributable 
to Him. Even when He (SW) punishes certain people for their evil­
doing, it cannot be said that this constitutes evil on His part. In fact it is 
His Justice and Wisdom. Take for example, the saying of Allah (SW): 

... 
r""1 :,,4 ,)11®0~ ~~;T 

"Evil (sins and disobedience to Allah, etc.) has appeared 
on lana a'nd sea because of what the hands of men have 
earned "(by oppression and evil deeds, etc.), that Allah 
may make them taste a part of that which they have 
done, in order that they may return (by repenting to 
Allah, and begging His Pardon).".(Qur'an 30: 41 ). 

The appearance of evil on land and sea is evil in itself, but there is also 
great wisdom and good behind it: in order that they may return to Allah. 
Cutting off the thiefs hand or stoning the adulterer is an evil 
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thing for the thief and the adulterer, but it is good for them in one 
respect because it is a purification for them so that the punishment of 
this life and the Hereafter are not combined for them. It is also good in 

another respect, in the sense thatH protects the society from such evi l 
deeds. 

Everything attributed to Allah is good. Had evil been attributable to 
Allah, it would not be evil . What made it evil is its attribution to Allah's 
created beings · and their deeds. Certainly Allah created it and willed it 
to occur, and from this aspect, it is not evil So, the mere existence of 
evil is not evil in itself. It becomes evil when it 1s deprived from good 
and its means and when it is placed in other than its proper place 
Even then its evil is relative. Also, existing matters are not evil in 
themselves, but they may turn evil in relative ways. For example , 
prostration is not evil in itself, but when it is linked to other than Allah, 
it becomes evil. Certainly, Allah is free from doing this evil , and it 
cannot be attributed to him. 

[The nature of one's self is ignorant, unjust, not-self sufficient. Allah 
(SW) says: 

"And Allah has brought you out from the wombs of your 
mothers while you know nothing". (Qur'an 16. 78) 

Allah (SW) bestows knowledge, ability, and richness on the self. The 
resulting good is therefore from Allah. The lack of knowledge, faith, 

patience, willingness to do good, etc. is absolute 'Adam i..J.S- (non­

being, non existing) without a Faa'i/ (doer)106_ The lack of good 

attributes is. · therefore, from the self. This 'Adam and what it entails 
is the first kind of evil and is an attribute of the nature of the self. 
Its evil is not attributed to Allah It 1s described with "deficiency" which· · 

106bccause the influence of the Faa'il takes place in so'mething existing. 
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is Jahl (Ignorance) and Thulm (injustice), as Allah (SW) says: 
'j - r - .9, ' r: r J: , r .... , ,~ r,r:yl;:> '))\i@'))~ ~~0(? d..ilj,~~)11 ~, 

"But man bore it (i.e. Al-'Amanah: the trust or moral 
responsibility or honesty and all the duties which Allah 
has ordained). Verily! he was unjust (to himself) and 
ignorant (of its results)!" (Qur'an 33: 72) 

Indeed Allah created him from the womb of his mother while knowing 
nothing 107. 

107(Man has been created impatient and weak. Allah (SW) says: 

® ~ ,t, ,~:ii ~ 111 ' <8 ~ •{, (t I\~ 111® ~ ,1f ~ : L:J-.,i1 ~ I ,:,A~ ,, 'ftJ""'"' , ,-~, l:l / 0, 

J> ~l;if Q U.l}JI,~ 0~15 ..of-)4 ~ ~ U.l}JI® ~I ~l 
..:Z.. ., ,:;. , - .. .} , ... 

,:J"l'@ -.J~11 ,, :~.~,:.~ ,:J :q,® ''.!.'I\' l .l:Jj @ !.' ,\!~ 
\;.1-Y"'' '-;'-Y"' ~~r.:>r'!""""'f-\;.1-Y"'' ~'J""""''~ , ~Y-

r, ' '& , , 
rr r. 1~:tJ~ 11 @0;• § r 4 ~ 1yl~ ~ ~ 

,Y, 

"Verily! man was created anxious (very impatient); Fretful when 
evil touches him; And niggardly when good touches him;-Save 
those devoted to Prayer;-Those who remain constant at their 
prayers; And those in whose wealth there is a right 
acknowledged; For the beggar and the destitute; And those who 
believe in the Day of Recompense; And those who fear the 
tonnent of their Rabb;-" (Qur'an 70: 19-27) 

1r~:·wJl1® \1:~ ~~lJ)il@_; 
"And man was created weak". (Qur'an 4: 28) 

Man is weak in his will, determination to fight desire, structure, knowledge, patience, 
etc. He, by necessity, must have someone who can protect him, strengthen and 
support him. There is none who can bestow this help and protection except Allah. If 
Allah abandons him, then his destruction would be closer to him tnan himself. He 
created man with such weak qualities. and He is Praised on that. Man's creation is a 
manifestation of Allah's Wisdom, and Might. Whatever is done or entailed by the 
created being. with respect to the Creator, is goodness, justice, and wisdom, because 
it originates from the Perteet Attributes of Richness, Knowledge, Might , Wisdom, and 
Mercy .. With respect to man, however, it is divided into good and evil; nice, and ugly; 
obedience and disobedience; goodness and wickedness; prayers, fasting, Hajj 
(pilgrimage), fornication and adultery, theft, eating, and drinking. This (mixture of 
deeds) is a reflection of man's weakness. ignorance. and need (producing the evil 
work) as well as the conformity to Allah's commands and prohibitions (producing what 
pleases Allah from the good deeds) .)-/bn Taymeeyah, FN # 103, P.185 in the 
reference. 
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The deficiency of the self (ignorance and Thulm), entails evil, and that 
the degree of this evil is proportional to the selfs inherent strength or 
weakness Think about the first deficiency that came upon the Father 
oi ma:":k1nd, and whic.:r, spread to his otlspring: it came as a result of the 
lack of knowledge {or patience) and determination: 

t ., "' ,,, ,,, ., , ' - - ,,, 
',II c:,[t1u~1 . ~__,; ,1, -= • . \,j. , ""lJlf,,- , " .~;;1.-

[110;~)\l.!!/\,.4r"'-,I~ ,,,o,J ,~<...)-!--~.A::l ,,..:i~l,,).,QJ, ,, , 

"And indeed We made a covenant with Adam before, but 
he forgot, and We found on his part no firm will-power." 
(Qur'an 20: 115) 

The forgetfulness, whether it is the lack of knowledge or patience as 
the Tafseer (Explanation of the meaning) indicates, 108, is a matter of 
'Adam (non-existing: i.e. the non-existence of knowledge or patience 
certainly. entails wrong and ignorance). 'Nhen Adam, peace be upon 
him, realized the consequences, he said: 

"Our Rabbi We have wronged ourselves. If You forgive 
us not, and bestow not upon us Your Mercy, we shall 
certainly be of the losers." (Qur'an 7: 23) 

Thuc,, Adam recognized that he lost Paradise because of the wrong he 
committed result ing from lack of knowledge or impatience.]109 ... 

108 ratseer At-Tabari, 16: 221 

109 /bn Taymeeyah described the self as being ·always between two contrasting 

states. If it is not occupied with the righteous and beneficial contrast. ii would be busy 
with the corrupt and hannful contras\" . Its w,11 constantly keeps it in motion, and if it 
does not move towards good, it would move towards evil ... •• See FN # 103, PP. 183-
184 in the cited reference. 
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/bn Qayyim said: "Most High and Exalted is Allah from attributing evil to 
Himself. Everything attributed to Him is good ... He (SW) is the Creator 
of both, good and evil. Evil is in some of His created beings, not in His 
Attributes of Creation and Action which, together with His Qadaa' and 
Qadar, are all good. All of His Names and Attributes are evidences 
against attributing evil , injustice and wrong to Him, though He is the 
Creator of everything; He created the deeds of His slaves, their 
movements, and their sayings. The slave of Allah commits evil when he 
does something which Allah has made unlawful. Indeed, Allah is the 
One Who Ja'alahu1 1D (made him able) to do that. This Ja'I (making) is 
from Allah and it is just, wise, and correct. Making him able to do is 
good, but what was done is ugly. Due to the great Wisdom which Allah 
is Praised for. His making let things fall in their suitable places. Thus it 
is good, wise, and beneficial, although, being done by the slave 
himself, is deficient and evil. This is something witnessed; Putting 
wicked things in their suitable places, is correct, wise and a just matter. 

It becomes unjust and ill-wise if they are placed in places other than 
their original and suitable places. Placing a head cover on the head, 
garbage in a garbage dump, and wearing shoes in the feet, are 
examples of placing things in their suitable places. No injustice is 
caused when you put your shoes on the feet or the garbage in the 
dump, because such places are the right places. The All-Just, and the 
All-Wise are Names of Allah, the Exalted. He, therefore, does not put 
things except in their proper places. 

If you ask, "why did Allah create evil?" I say, "His creation of it is good 
and not evil, because Creation and Action are Self-existent to Allah 
(SW). It is impossible that evil is Self-existing to Allah or an Attribute of 
Him! Whatever evil there is in the created is evil (i.e. it is evil), because 
it cannot be attributed to Allah ... Whatever He willed is good, and 
whatever He willed not to bring into existence, remains in its origin of 

non-existence (i.e. 'Adam ii.JI), and 'Adam is the evil .. . 

110He enabled him by making for him a will and an ability, indicating that Allah is the 

Creator of man's deeds as explained earlier. 
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The essence of evil, is the non-existence ( 'Adam) of what is necessary 
for the being, continuity, or perfection of something. In turn, this 'Adam 
necessitates the development of existential evil1 11 . The non-existence 
of knowledge and justice necessitates the existence of ignorance and 
injustice, respectively. The lack of good health entails pain and harm, 
both of which are existential evils .. . )112 

The second kind of evil, therefore, is ['Asharu/ Wujudi (Existenti~i 
Evil), like corrupt beliefs and wills, anything that opposes life :'":Ind 
existence, like illness and its causes, pain and its causes; e>,.1sting 
impediments that prevent the attainment and deliverance of good to its 
suitable and agreeable place, e.g. bad elements that prevent the 
distribution of good nutrition to the parts of the body, and false beliefs 
and corrupt wills that prevent its opponents (good belief and wills) from 
reaching the heart. Existential Evil, is not evil itself but rather 
contributory and relative. Here are some examples: 

a) Flowing water from a river used to irrigate and benefit a piece of 
land. Its perfection lies in its flow c1nd reaching the target land. If its 
direction of flow is altered such that it will devastate another land, then 
the evil lies in the alteration of the direction of flow. 

b) Similarly, the will and anger, both are created to assist man in 
achieving what benefits him and destroying what might harm him. 
When they are used to fulfill such purposes, then they achieve their 
state of perfection, and this is good. However, if they are diverted from 

· their good course and used improperly in places where they should not 
be used, then this diversion becomes the contributing relative evil. 

c) The perfection of fire is in its burning; if it burns what is required to 
be burned, then this is good. If, however, it meets what is not required 
to be burned, itwill ruin it. This evil is relative. 

111 Existing Evil or what is known as 'Asharul Wujoodi ,p .,_... ) 1 ~1. It is further 

addressed by lbn Taymeeyah as the second kind of evil. 
112see lbn Qayyim in Shifaa'ul 'Alee/. V. 2. PP. 66-70. 
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d) The movement of the tongue and all of our limbs follows the same 
concept. Their mere existence is not evil. It is relative : using these 
body parts in ways and places that are not proper or suitable .. _]1 13 

With the above in mind, Jbn Taymeeyah gave some examples that 
explain the human self. One of these examples is: 

Like a fast rotating wheel or mill : It will lay waste wnatever it may 
snatch. The miller is in charge, making good use of it. Suddenly, the 
heedless one comes close to it and it tears apart his clothes or parts of 
his body. If it is said to the mi ller: "Why did you not make it still so that 
it does not harm the one who comes close to it? He says: "This is its 
inherent nature by which it is a mill. Had it been made of other than this 
nature, the required wisdom behind its being would not have been 
achieved."1 14 

The Prophet ~ sought refuge in Allah from all forms of the 
evil of the human self when he said: 

,.. ,, ,.. .,. ! > 

rL..o ()IJJ " . l:Jw-1 ..:..,~ if J ~I p.,r!, if~~.; Y,:, _," 

"And we seek refuge in Allah from the evils of our 
selves, and from our wrong deeds."-(Muslim) 

lbn Qayyim commented: "In his refuge, the Prophet ~ covered 
all roots of the selfs evil. The first is its potential evil that 
does not manifest itself in action. This evil is in the self's 
nature and quality. The second is the manifested evil as 
allured by the self and it is associated with acquisition and will. 
Both kinds of evil subject the self to punishment. Thus seeking 
refuge in Allah, as sa id by the Prophet's concise words, covers 
all evil and what it entails "11 5 

1131bid. P.70 
114 FN # 103, P. 182 
115FN#103,P. 167 
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Case Two 

Why Is There Good and Evil? 

Why The Hearts Cannot Be One 
Heart? 

Both Good and Evil are creation of Allah, and thus there must be a 
Hikmah (Wisdom) behind their creation. Those who raise the questions 
as to Why Allah did not make all places suitable for His favors and \vhy 
He did not make all the hearts of one heart, are ignorant about Allah's 
Names and Attributes. {They are on the same level as those who ask 
the question: Why did Allah create all the contrasts? Why did He 
not make them all uniform? Why has Allah created the Day and Night, 
the Up and Down, the Cold and Hot, the Illness and the Health, the 
Devils and the Angels, the Good and Bad Fragrance, the Sweet and 
Bitter, and the Nice and Ugly? All of these contrasts are entailed by His 
Ruboobiyyah (Being the Rabb of everything), Uloohiyyah (Being The 
True God to be worshipped Alone}, Dominion, Ability, Mashee'ah, and 
Wisdom. The re.ality of the One Who Possesses the Kingdom is to 
honor His friends and humiliate His enemies. The perfection of His 
Wisdom and Ability lies in the creation of contrasts, giving each 
contrast whatever fits it. .. The manifestation of the influence of Allah's 
Names and Attributes in the World is necessitated by His Ruboobiyyah 
and Kingdom? How could He bestow His Favors. Forgiveness, 
Kindness, and Mercy etc., if there is none to receive such 
provisions? ... ls it of Allah's Wisdom to eliminate the abundant good for 
the sake of partial evil that may be associated with it? Take (for 
example) the rain by which Allah brings life to mankind, land, trees and 
animals, how many travelers become trapped by it? How many homes 
may it destroy, etc.? Could such effects be compared with its benefits? 
When compared to the benefits, aren't the bad effects like a spit in a 
sea? It is a great evil to eliminate the rain only to prevent its bad 
effects. 

101 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

Allah made the sun subservient to the benefits of man: it ripens their 
fruits and food, develops their bodies and the bodies of the animals 
and birds, etc. However, it often prevents people from accomplishing 
certain benefits, and so often it dries out moisture and makes animals 
thirsty, etc.! There is, however, no comparison between its benefits and 
its bad influence. Therefore, eliminating the abundant good because of 
the minor evil is, in itself, a great evil, and it is against what the 
Wisdom of Allah entails. 

I said to Shayekh ul Islam (i.e. lbn Taymeeyah): It would have been 
quite possible to have these matters (i.e. contrasts) created 
completely devoid of evil, and purely beneficial! He said: [Creating 
nature (as we know it) without its inseparable attributes or 
manifestations, is impossible, because the existence of the requisite 
without ,ts indispensable requirements is impossible. Had nature been 
created on other than its known creation, it would be a different nature, 
and this World would have been another World ... and another creation. 

They are two Worlds: High and Low, · two places and two 
populations, each with its own dwellings, deeds, and nature. Each 
place was created with its own population and residents, all of which is 
a great Hikmah (Wisdom) and a Magnificent Ability. Nothing is suitable 
for any of the created souls (in the High and Low Worlds) except that 
which suits and fits what it has been created for: Allah, the Exalted 
says: 

"Say (0 Muhammad ,ii, to mankind): Each one does 
according to Shakilatihi (his way, what suits him, his 
intention, his beliefs, etc.)" (Qur'an 17: 84). 

Would the rain be inseparable from what it may cause from drowning, 
harm and destruction? Would the sun be inseparable from its heat, 
smokeless flames, and harm? Would child birth be inseparable from 
the hardships of pregnancy, contractile pain, and the pain of delivery? 
Would the yearly seasons be inseparable from the extreme and killer 
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cold and the intense and harmful heat? (Such questions) are like 
saying: since the created being is in need and not self-sufficient, and 
this constitutes an attribute of deficiency, then why not detach him from 
this attribute and have him absolutely self-sufficient? (The answer is 
given in a form of a question): Would he be a created being if he is 
absolutely self-sufficient? It is known that the necessities of creation 
are inevitably in him. It is inevitable that Elevation requires a Lower 
part, and the latter requires a supporting base (or center). The 
necessities of Elevation such as widened space, illumination, 
pleasure, good things, highly enlighted souls suitable in its place, 
pleased and happy, etc. are inevitable. Also, the necessities of the 
Lower and The Base domains such as constriction and limitation with 
their associated characteristics of darkness, roughness, and evil, are 
inevitable. What is also inevitable in these domains, is the presence of 
dark and evil souls with their deeds and influence. So, if a wicked soul 
from the Lower World wants to be close to the good and high souls 
amongst the Mala'il 'Ala (High or Elevated Group: Angels), then· it has 
chosen the thing which the Wisdom of Allah, the All-Wise, rejects. 
Suppose a king chooses his close associates from the worst kind of 
people, then people would criticize his kingdom saying, "He is not fit for 
kingship"! What would you think, therefore, about those who would be 
close to the Greatest King, the King of kings, enjoying looking at His 
Face, hearing His Words, accompany the best and most purified and 
honored of His creation, the Mala'ul 'Ala? Does it honor the Most High 
Companion (i .e. Allah) and the place of High Degrees to have a world ly 
lower soul attached to the earth, following what is necessitated by its 
nature: de-motivated, seeking all sorts of enjoyments (all kinds of food, 
drinks, women (legal or illegal)) that suits its inherent qualities? The 
difference between such . self and donkeys, dogs, and cows, lies only 
in the straightness of the body, the speech of the tongue, and the 
eating by the hand! Otherwise, the nature and the heart of such self is 
the same as those of the above animals. It may also be that the hearts 
and nature of these animals are better than those of the lower selves. 
That is why Allah (SW) says: 
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"Verily! The worst of (moving) living creatures in the 
Sight of Allah are the deaf and the dumb, those who 
understand not (i.e. disbelievers). Had Allah known of 
any good in them, He would indeed have made them 
listen: (As it is), if He Had made them listen, they would 
but have turned away, averse (to the truth)." (Qur'an 8: 
22-23) 

Is it, therefore, fitting that the Wisdom of the All-Wise combine the best 
and most purified of creation and those from the most evil, who are 
worst than beasts, in one place and all on the same status, blessed or 

. tormented? Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"Shall We then treat the (submitting) Muslims like the 
Mujrimeen (criminals, polytheists and disbelievers, 
etc.)? What is the matter with you? How judge you?" 
(Qur'an 68: 35-36) 

He (SW) also says: 

"Not equal are the dwellers of the Fire and the dwellers 
of Paradise. It is the dwellers of Paradise that will be 
successful." (Qur'an 59: 20) 
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"Are those who know equal to those who know not? It 
is only men of understanding who will remember (i.e. 
get a lesson from Allah's Signs and Verses)."(Qur'an 
39: 9) 

In fact the higher and lower parts of the same person are not equal his 
eyes are not the same as his heels, and his feet are not the same as 
his head! Neither of the two parts can assume the role of the other 
Indeed, Allah, the Most Majestic and Mighty, has created the good and 
evil, the easy and the difficult, the beneficial and the harmful. Look and 
see the parts of the earth, some of its (materials) can be used as a 
wash for the eyes, and other (materials) are used as fuel for the fire ' 
Through such (real examples), one knows the perfect Ability and 
Wisdom of Allah. The perfect Ability is in the creation of contrasts, and 
the perfect Wisdom is in placing them according to their ranks, each in 
its proper place. The learned person is the one who does not "set up 
war" between the attribute of Ability and that of Wisdom 116, but links 
both of them knowing that the Wisdom of Allah encompasses all of His 
creation: since nothing can exist without Allah's Ability and Will , it 1s 
also true that nothing exists without His Wisdom ... }]117 

116for example: "If he believes in Allah's Ability, he would slander and rebuke 

Allah's Wisdom. and vice versa.". 
1171bn Taymeeyah as quoted by lbn Qayyim in FN # 103, PP. 175-180, with slight 
adaptation. 
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Case Three 

Is Man Endowed With A Free 
Will? 

Did you want to read this book by your own free will? Do you want to 
eat later? Do you want to go to bed when you feel sleepy? When it is 
time to pray, do you go and make Wudu' (Ablution)? Do you choose 
the kind of car you want to buy? etc. The actions done by a mature 
person are based upon his free will. He has a will and he has an ability. 
If man has · no free will, punishment on disobedience would be unjust! 
Sirrilarly, obedience would be in vain! Nay! but man has a choice, and 
his actions are foreordained by Allah, and He (SW) does not compel 
him to act. We know that when man wanted to do something and he 
was able to accomplish it, then Allah (SW) wanted to have it done: 

"To whomsoever among you who wills to walk 
straight, and you will not, unless (it be) that Allah 
wills." (Our'an 81: 28-29) 

Had man been compelled, he would have r.o will or ability to act. But 
since man's will and ability are both part of his self, and that the self is 
a creation of Allah, then man's choice does not escape the Perfection 
of Allah's Ruboobiyyah: Nothing occurs in the heavens and on earth 
but with Allah's permission, He wills it. 

There are certain things that happen without man having any will or 
choice in them. Such things are not attributed to man; for example, 
death, illness, being suddenly hit by a car, etc. All such matters are 
purely attributed to AI-Qadar. 
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Case Four 

Why Is It That 

Allah May Want What He 
Dislikes? 

If someone asks how is it that Allah wants something yet He dislikes it? 
How one can understand such concept? 

We all know that there are many drug prescriptions disliked and hated 
for their smell and taste, yet when it is known that there is a cure in 
them, we take them and we love them for that! Traveling a long and 
difficult journey to achieve something desired and loved is another 
example. If it is known that a surgical removal of a diseased part of the 
body would save the rest of it, it is disliked and hated fro"m one side 
and liked from another. So, it is not contradictory to have love and hate 
c.ombined in addressing one matter. This is true with the created being, 
sb what about Allah the Creator Whom there is nothing hidden from 
~i'oi and to Whom belongs the Perfect Wisdom? He, the Exalted, hates 
a\ \·matter in itself and. on the other hand, wants it because of its link to 
yet another matter; or because it is a means that leads to something 
He loves. In all of His actions, Allah has the Perfect Wisdom. We may 
recognize part of His Wisdom, or the general aspects of it, but not its 
complete details. One vivid case about this subject, is the Creation of 
lblees, who is the sponsor of every corruption and evil in this world. He 
is hated from one side. yet Allah wanted his creation because he is a 
· means for many beloved things to Allah, and that there is great wisdom 
behind his creation (see FN # 27). 

Similarly, there is wisdom behind the creation of calamities, sufferings, 
hardships, etc. that speak about the Favors of Allah, His Justice, and 
His Mercy. Some of this wisdom includes118: 

• Tests for the believers. 

118see The Belief in AI-Qadaa" wal Qadar by Muhammad b1n lbraheem Al-Hamad. 

PP. 85-89. Published by Oaar lbn Khuzaymah. Riyadh, K.S.A. 1415Hj/1994 
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• Training and strengthening of the believer's faith. 
•An evidence for the weakness of man and his need for his Rabb, and 
that he has no success unless he humbles himself to his Creator . 
• A way to expiate sins and an elevation to higher degrees in the Sight 
of Allah. The Prophet ~said: 

) ,~4-!4.l4.1Jl....p'11~is').i1~0-4~l~~~~LA" 

"There is nothing (in the · form of trouble) that touches the 
believer, even the pricking of a thorn, except that Allah 
decrees a good for him or effaces one of his sins because of 
that."119 

•It is a means for receiving reward for both, the ill Muslim and the 
Muslim doctor in charge. · 

•Witnessing the occurrence of favors and blessings after calamities 
and hardships, has more profound effects and generates a meaningful 
and proper appreciation of Allah's Power, Wisdom, Mercy and Justice. 
He. the Exalted. is to be Praised on all of His Decrees . 

• An appreciation for good health and the well-being of one's self. 

•A reminder about what is more devastating, Hell. A lesson to 
remember and a build up of eagerness for Paradise . 

•. . . And many more wisdoms of which we may know or we may not 
know. We cannot say: How did Allah allow this and prevent that? Nor 
how did He create this, and how come He did not create that? 
.. . Nothing escapes His Ability, and nothing occurs in His Kingdom 
except that He had willed it; He owes us nothing: if He gives. then its 
His Favor and if He prevents. then it is His Justice. 

119 Saheeh Muslim. V. 4, Hadeeth # 6241. 
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"If Allah (SW) puts a person under certain tests and tria ls 
and the person recognizes that He must resort to Allah 
alone seeking His help, then this is a good sign for him; the 
trials turn to purification and mercy. If, on the other hand, he 
rejects, complains, and turns away from Allah and resorts to 
human beings like him, then this is a bad sign for him; the 
trials turn to punishment and misery upon him"120_ 

120summarized from lbn Qayyim's Tareequl Hijratayen, FN # 103, P 259 
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Case Five: Why Is that Allah Bestowed Guidance on the Believers and 
not the Disbleievers? Why did He Help the Believer until he became a 
Mu'min (A believing Person), but did not help the Disbliever? 

1-Claiming that it is unjust on the part of Allah to bestow guidance on 
the believers alone is false, because: 

a) Guidance is a Favor from Allah: 

"Nay, but . Allah has conferred a favor upon you, that He 
has guided you to the Faith, if you indeed are true." 
(Qur'an 49: 17) · 

Conferring the favor of Eeman (Faith) to a particular person is like 
conferring health, knowledge, beauty, wealth, etc. on another. He (SW) 
conferred majestic and countless favors on all of His slaves. Had they 
spend their lives, days and nights, worshipping Him (SW), their 
worship would not be equivalent to small portion of Allah's favors That 
is why Allah (SW) permits people to Paradise by the grace of His 
Mercy and not by their deeds. When He bestows guidance on some of 

.' 
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His slaves 121 , it is a, matter that belongs completely to Allah , and it 
cannot be considered as unjust. 

b) Injustice is the assignment of things to their unsuitable places, and 
Allah, Most High, assigns punishment to its right place. Justly, He had 
shown mankind all ways of guidance and established evidence upon 
them. So, He · is not unjust when He bestows the favor of Eeman on 
some of His slaves but not on others. 

2- Allah had established His Hujjah on all those whom He withheld 
from His Guidance. He sent the Messengers calling them to return to 
His Path, provided them with all means that lead to Him (SW), and He 

121 Their deeds a_re means that lead to Paradise, but not an exchange for it. But a 

person may refer to the following 'Ayah: 
' ., r .... _ r,, , ., :: ' , 7 

, 

['r:J _,:>,yl1®0_;W1j.ill" ~ l.i~;;l&Jl~l~j 
"This is the Paradise which you have been made to inherit because of your 
deeds which you used to do (in the life of the world)" (Qur'an 43: 72), saying ·1 
cannot understand it in light of the Prophet's~saying: 

"None can enter Paradise through his good deeds." They (the Prophet's " 
companions) said: "Not even [you, 0 Allah's Messenger?" He said: "Not even ' 
myself, unless Allah bestows flis Favors and Mercy on me," (Saheeh Al-Bukhari 
V. 7, P. 391, Hadeeth # 391. Also collected by Imam Muslim and An-Nasaa'ee) . What 
is, therefore, the co'rrect understanding regarding the above issue? 

lbnul Jawzi (quoted by AI-Hafidh lbn Hajar in Fathul Bari V. 11, P. 235), and lbn 
Qayyim (in Muftah·Daarus S'aadah, summarized by Saleem AI-Hilali, V.1. PP. 36-38, 
Published by Maktabat-us-Sahabah, Jaddah, KSA) noted that: 

a) Succeeding in doing righteous deeds is due to the Mercy of Allah, without which 
there would have been no established Faith and no obedience. b)The mere entrance 
to Paradise is due to Allah's Mercy and that peol}le are assigned to its different ranks 
according to their deeds, c)The deeds are not an exchange for Paradise (like in this. 
world people say I bought this for that), and d) Acts of obedience are executed in a 
short period of time over the entire life of the person, while the reward does not end . 
. The reward, therefore, is incomparable with the deeds of the person. It is the Favor or 
Allah that really counts. 
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did not set a barrier between them and the ways that lead to Guidance. 
He did not, for example, hold the child and the mentally disabled 
responsible towards His Commands. Following the establishment of 
Allah's proofs and evidences, there is no room for any objection as to 
the bestowing of Guidance on some of His slaves. Everything falls in 
place: faith in the right place, and it is withheld from the wrong place. 
This is Allah's absolute Justice. 

3-The Question: "Why did He (SW) assist the believer and not the 
Kaffit' is false, because: 

a) The reality of the question is, "Why did not Allah guide mankind?" 
The question is base!ess because there is a great wisdom behind 
creation in its known variations; some of this wisdom is known to us 
and some is not known. In the course of the sections discussed above, 
the same issue was addressed and answered. 

b) Allah's aid is one of His Actions. Whatever He has done is due to a 
certain purpose, and whatever He has not done is because there is no 
purpose behind it. Obedience, however, is an act by man; the benefit 
goes to him. When Allah helps someone, it is His Favor, and when He 
leaves him for himself, it is His Justice. He showed the ways of 
Guidance and established evidence on mankind. Whoever, therefore, 
comes to Allah, believing in Him and in His Messenger, Allah will come 
to his aid and enable him to achieve guidance. Those, on the other 
hand, who deny Allah, reject Him and His Messenger, and turn away 
from faith, Allah leaves them to themselves and will not guide them: 

p,:is:~1r1~~1~~11,.:~~t;~~Plfl, 

"And as for Thamucf1 22, We showed and made clear to 
them the Path of Truth (Tawheed) through Our 
Messenger (i.e. showed them the way of success), but 
they preferred blindness to guidance." (Qur'an 41 : 17) 

122The tribe of Prophet Salih. They build dwellings in sand-rocks and their remains 

exist today in Arabia: 
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. They preferred blindness to guidance, and that brought the wrath of 
Allah upon them: "When Allah calls His slave to know about Him, to 
love Him, to remember Him, and give thanks to Him, but the slave 
chooses to reject and turns away from Him, He takes him out by 
sealing his heart and keeps him away from faith, setting a barrier 
between his heart and guidance. This is Allah's Justice on him: 

"So, when they turned away (from the path of Allah), 
Allah turned their hearts away (from the Right Path). And 
Allah guides n<;>t the people who are Fasiqoon 
(rebellious, disobedient to Allah)." (Qur'an 61: 5) 

The existing causes behind the turning of their hearts are Maqdoorah 
(Allah knew, wrote, created, and willed them), and they are committed 
by their choice, will and action, and after Allah had shown His Signs 
and ways that lead to Him (SW) .. So, the punishment inflicted upon 
them is a just Qadaa' (Decree). His Justice is illustrated in the saying of 
the Prophet~: 

:; .. } :; .., , , :; 

4 t5'~I_, 0½> .:,r.lJ -4..>1 olJ.)]" . ...!.Ul.,a.i i.} J~ , ~ ~ ~~" 

[~l~l~~~\11~., 

"Your Judgment is continuously being carried out upon me; 
Your Qadaa' (Sentence) upon me is Just."123 

123Reported by Imam Ahmad, ibn Hibban, and Al-Hakim. Al-Albani said it was a 
sound Hadeeth, although he had previously thought it was not (as in At-Tahawiyyah). 
The authentication of Al-Albani is in Saheeh AI-Kalim At-Tayyib, The Authentic of 
Good Sayings, collected by lbn Taymeeyah. 
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c) (Allah (SW) made known what is beneficial for the life of this world 
and for the Hereafter. So, when man is able to recognize the good from 
the bad, he must be humble and submit himself to Allah so that He 
(SW) can assist him to do what is beneficial. Man should not say: 
"Well, I will not do this or that until Allah creates in me what I should 
do"! Certainly, if he is attacked by an enemy or a beast, he would not 
say: "I will wait until Aliah creates in me the act of fleeing"! It is within 
the characteristics of Fitrah that it likes what it needs and rids itself 
from harm, and asks for Allah's support. It is against the Fitrah to say: I 
am not ·going to eat and drink until Allah creates this willing in me! 
Naturally you want to eat and drink and ask Allah to make it easy for 
you. Asking·_ for: Allah's aid i.-; necessitated by the Fitrah and that is 
why All.ah (SW) ·commanded His bondsmen to ask for His help in 
carrying on His Decrees.]124 

d) (Allah created man as well as the ability to believe. If you want to 
believe, then you would do it; If you don't then you don't want to 
believe, not because of your inability. Your ability exists.· So do not say 
(to the Messenger): "Ask Allah to make me want to believe"! Indeed if 
you request this, then it means that you want to believe. But, if you do 
not request this, then you lie in your saying: "Let Him make me want to 
believe!" Whoever wants to obey, then he firmly does so, because the 
firm will together with the existing ability, necessitates obedience. And 
whoever does not want to obey, he does not do so, and will not request 
that the Messenger "asks Allah to create it in him".]125 

e) [A man may order others in order to gain a benefit for himself. e.g. a 
king orders his soldiers to support his kingdom. He should give them 
the proper aid to produce the benefit he seeks; this is one kind of aid. 
The other kind is when the person giving the command sees that the 
assistance to the recipient of his command is of benefit to him, and 

1241bn Taymeeyah In "Minhaj us Sunnah", P. 69, Published by Maktabat lbn 

Taymeeyah and King Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University, Riyadh, K.S.A; 
Second Edition, 1409 Hj/1989. 
125Minhaj us Sunnah. PP. 69-70. 
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thus he comes to his aid, e.g. the person who enjoins what is right 
assists the Muslim on doing righteous deeds, knowing that Allah (SW) 
will reward him on his assistance. There remains 9ne case: The 
command is issued in order to benefit its recipient, withoat actually 
assisting him in carrying it out. For example, a doctor orders the 
patient to take certain medicine, he does not have to assist him in 
taking it...The Muft,126 does not have to assist the person requesting a 
Fatwa. Similarly in consultations about agriculture or marriage, the 
consultant does not have to assist in carrying out the consultation. It is 
known that the person who does not assist in carrying out what he 
commands or advises, is not considered foolish or stupid. The man 
who came to Prophet Moses asking him to leave (i.e Egypt) because 
the Pharaoh and his staff were plotting to kill him, did so because it 
was in his interest to see the Prophet of Allah safe; It was not in his 
interest to help Moses leave because of the harm he may receive from 
the Pharaoh and his people. If such matters are possible on the human 
level, is it not more proper that Allah, Whom there is nothing like unto 
Him in Himself and in His Attributes and Actions, is All-Qualified in His 
decisive wisdom as far as who may or may not receive His help? He 
(SW), and on the tongue of His Messengers, ordered His creation to 
execute what benefits them, and forbade what is harmful to them. 
Some of them obeyed, and He helped them, nd som~ He did not help. 
It is not incumbent upon Him that He must help them when He 
commands them ... For example, it is certain that the Jihad for the cause 
of Allah is an act of obedience; but when Allah knew that there is evil 
associated with the sharing of the hypocrites in Jihad with the ~. He did 
not help them. In fact He said: 

126Mufti: The learned scholar who is able to deduce religious decrees which, to the 

best of his knowledge, agrees with the Qur'an and (or) Sunnnah. The deduced 
decree is called Fatwa. 
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/ 

And if they had intended to march out, certainly, they 
would have made some preparations for it, but Allah 
was averse to their being sent forth, so He made them 
lag behind, and it was said (to them), "Sit you among 
those who sit (at home)." Had they marched out with 
you, they would have added nothing to you except 
disorder, and they would have hurried about in your 
midst (spreading corruption) and sowing sedition 
among you, and there are some among you who would 
have I AI­
Thalimeen (polytheists and wrong-doers, etc.).](Qur'an 9: 
46) 

It is clear, therefore, that it is not necessary when Allah commands His 
bondsmen · with a decree which is beneficial to them, that He will assist 
them on carrying it out.]127 

e) Let us not forget that the matter of AI-Qadar is the "secret" of Allah in 
His creation. He did not reveal it to a close angel, nor to a Prophet­
Messenger."128 We believe in the great Wisdom of Allah in His 
creation and we do not question Him on anything: 

"He cannot be questioned as to what He does, while 
they will be questioned." (Qur'an 21: 23) 

1271bn Taymeeyah in "Minhaj us-Sunnah", PP. 187-193. 
128A/·Aqeedah At-Tahawiyyah, P . 277 . 
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Certainly, if a matter is not clear to us, it does not mean that there is no 
wisdom behind its occurrence. Always there is a Wisdom behind 
everything that Allah creates or does not create. He is the All-Wise; 
His wisdom is not to make all of His Wisdom known to us. When It 
is considered foolishness that a person reveals everything he knows to 
others, then is it fitting to Allah the Exalted and Most Perfect to reveal 
everything? 
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Case Six 

Why does Allah Punish The 
Disobedient 

When He Had Pre-Ordained 
Disobedience? 

•[When a person commits a wrong-doing, no one puts the sword in 
front of his face and orders him to commit it. He does it by his choice, 
as Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"Verily, We showed him the way, whether he be grateful 
or ungrateful." (Qur'an 76: 3) 

Allah (SW) has shown both, the grateful and ungrateful, the right way 
and made it clear as well. Of mankind, however, there are those who 
chose the right way and those who do not. Implicitly, we may tell the 
person that if someone offers you two worldly projects, one of them 
seems good while you see that the other may cause some evil to 
yourself, it is obvious that you choose the good project and you do not 
choose the evil one and say that AI-Qadar imposed it upon you! It is, 
therefore, incumbent upon you to take the same approach when you 
deal with matters · of the Hereafter. Allah had set for you two projects: 
actions that contradict His Laws and thus lead to evil, and actions that 
do not contradict His Laws and lead to righteousness and a good 
outcome. So, why don't you choose for the Hereafter what you choose 
for the life of this world? 

We all are ignorant about what Allah had preordained for us. He says: 

118 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

"And no person knows what he will earn tomorrow." 
(Qur'an 31: 34) 

Certainly, when the person is about to do something, he proceeds 
based upon his own choice, without any knowledge that Allah had pre­
ordained it and imposed it upon him. That is why some scholars said 
that the AI-Qadar is "a sealed secret". Not all of us know that Allah 
had decreed such and such, until it is actually manifested; only then 
can we can say that Allah had pre-ordained it as such and such, of 
course, not blaming AJ-Qadar for our deeds. In this regard, a story 
about Umar ibn AI-Khattab ~ relates that when he wanted to cut the 
hand of a thief, the thief said: "Wait O! Commander of the Faithful129! 
By Allah I did not steal except by the AJ-Qadar of Allah (i.e. blaming it 
on AI-Qadar). Umar replied: "And we will cut your hand only by the A/­
Qadar of Allah". Thus, Ummar established evidence against the 
excuse of the thief. Of course Ummar could have established evidence 
by both, the Judicial or Legislative Will (because he is commanded to 
cut the hand of the thief), and by AI-Qadar (Universal Will) ... Therefore; 
no one has the right to take AI-Qadar as an excuse for committing sin. 
In fact there is no excuse in AI-Qadar. Allah, Most Glorified and 
Majestic, says: 

"Messengers as bearer of good news as well as of 
warning in order that mankind shall have no plea 
against Allah after the Messengers." (Qur'an 4: 165). 

He says: 

129Title given to the Caliphs. 
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"In order that mankind shall have no plea against Allah after the 
Messengers"; ... Had AI-Qadar been a valid excuse, it would never be 
eliminated, even after the sending of the Messengers. Hence, there is 
no excuse for the disobedient in AI-Qadar, because he is not 
compelled to commit acts of disobedience. And Allah is the One Who 
guides for success.]130 

• Allah has bestowed many great favors on his bondsmen (including 
the disobedient). Two of these great favors are: 

1- The creation of mankind on Fitrah as the Prophet explained in his 
saying: "No child is born except on Fitrah (Islam). It is his parents 
who make him a Jew or a Christian, ... •'1 31 If the self is left on its 
Fitrah, nothing will influence its love and worship of Allah and it will 
not fall in Shirk or deny His Ruboobiyyah. However, all of that may 
change if it associates itself with a Shaytan from humans or Jinn 
causing it to deviate from the true guidance. 

2- The General guidance of Allah to mankind whereby he provided 
knowledge, · sent Messengers and Books, and establ ished evidence 
that He is the true and only God worthy of being worshipped. He 
showed · the ways of guidance and called man to hold to them. 
When man. turns away from them, then it is because he wanted and 
chose not to follow the l?ath of guidance. Thus, he is held 
accountable for his disobedience and rejection (Kuffr). 

Acts of obedience and disobedience come from the bondsman 
himself. They are executed by him, and occur because of his will 
and ability. He is actively described and judged by his deeds. 

130shayekh Muhammad bin Utheimeen in his "Mujmou Fatawa" , V. 2, Section on. 
Aqeedah, # 198, P. 94-96; Published by Daarul Watan, Riyadh, K.S.A. 1413. 
131 see FN#25. 
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Nevertheless, his deeds are created by Allah 132, and that does not 
contradict (the fact) that they are actions of the slave himself. So 
whoever commits acts of disobedience, then he has done them by 
his own choice. He turned away from guidance and proceeded 
towards disobedience, preferring it above obedience. Now, if he 
says that disobedience was written (and already recorded) for me, 
then why do you blame me? It is said: "Prior to your actual exercise 
of disobedient acts, did you know they were ordained for you? What 
makes you know about what. Allah knows?" Certainly, you don't 
know. Therefore, since you have a choice, a will and ability, and 
because the ways of good and bad has been clarified, then if you 
commit sin, it means that you have chosen it and preferred it over 
obedience. You are responsible for the outcome and for the 

132"But not executed by Allah . It is known that whatever Allah creates is separately 

distinct from Him; He does not carry the qualities and (or) performs the function(s) of 
what He creates. Allah says: 

[1r:iW~l1..,olu\k..i, ...,.;;pt;,l.:.J!' ~q ,;(;~~, "And has subjected to .. • ,, .. ,,, v-,J..J ~ J .,, ~ \r.l r , 
you all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth: it is all as a favor and 
kindness from Him." (Quran 45: 14) ... The fact that Allah is the Creator of 
everything, does not imply that the slaves of Allah are compelled to do things ; they 
are responsible for their choices. They are, however, in need of Allah in all of their 
affairs. Their own deeds depend upon the Will and Ability of Allah, since He is the 
Creator of man's will and ability. When we say that: "this fruit is from this tree". and 
that "this produce is from this land", it means that such things came to existence in 
the tree and in the land, and that they are from Allah, meaning that He created them. 
So, it is more proper to describe whatever was done by a person, and by his own 
choice, as it "came from him" and "it is from Allah", meaning that Allah created 
it by His own Will and Ability via His creation of the person's own will and 
ability. It does not mean that the deeds of the person come from the Self of Allah 
They come from the self of the person just as words come from whoever speaks. He 
creates the clouds by means of the wind, and plants by means of rain. We know that 
people blame others on acts of injustice, and may punish them on it, while realizing 
that all actions are a creation of Allah. Similarly it is known that Allah is the Creator of 
harmful plants and animals, pain, fowl smell, ugly images, and wicked forms of 
snakes, etc., all in accordance with a Great Wisdom ; They are "from" Allah. meaning 
that they are from His Creation. See lbn Taymeeyah"s Minhaj us Sunnah, PP. 143-
146. 

121 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

assigned and just punishment of Allah, and you have absolutely no 
excuse whatsoever133. 

Allah, the Exalted, knew and wrote that such and such person is 
going to commit an act of disobedience. Certainly this is going to 
happen exactly as Allah had preordained. Does he deserve 
punishment just because it is a matter preordained? Or, is that Allah 
does not inflict punishment until after committing the wrong? Or, are 
both matters the same? 

Certainly, if inflicted, punishement occurs after committing wrong 
deeds. Therefore, the blaming of AI-Qadar is not justified. Allah 
knew all about those who will commit wrong deeds before they 
actually commit them. He does not punish them because of His 
foreknowledge about them. He sent His Messengers and His Books 
as guidance as well as to establish evidence lest people say: "How 
come You punish us only because of Your knowledge about us 
when we did not even think about committing wrong? Allah is All­
Just, and their arguments are only excuses. Why do they not ask 
the second part of the question: If acts of obedience are 
Preordained, then why does Allah grant reward on them? Finally, it 
is obvious that punishment for disobedience occurs because man 
commits it by his own will and choice, and he is not punished on 
anything that is not done according to his choice. 

133 Minhaj us Sunnah, PP. 142-146 
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Case Seven 

How is it that Allah commands the Kaffir to believe, and 
he does not want it from him? If He does not want it 
from the Kaffir, then is the Kaffir being obedient by 
doing what Allah does not want from him?134 

As has been discussed earlier, there is a difference between the 
lradah (the Will and what Allah wants) and the Mahabah (What 
Allah loves and accepts). Everything happens by the Will of Allah, 
including obedience and disobedience. The clear texts from the 

. Qur'an . and Sunnah confirm that Allah does not love Kuffr, 
disobedience and evil, and that He loves what He commands and 
dislikes what is prohibited. He wants acts of obedience because He 
loves them and is pleased with them when they are executed. He, 
on the other hand, hates acts of disobedience, and dislikes those 
who commit them. His dislike of them does not prevent Him from 
creating disobedience because of the Wisdom associated in its 
existence. Contrary to what people think, the "Want" does not 
necessitate "Love"; the patient wants·the medicine that he dislikes, 
and loves the food that may cause him harm; the fasting person 
loves the food and drink which he does not, repectively, want to eat 
or drink. So, what one wants does not necessarily mean that he 
loves, and vice versa. If this matter is known to man, then it is 
perfectly confirmed to Allah, to Whom belongs the best example 135. 

Know that what is wanted is two fold : a) wanted for itself and itself 
is beloved, and b) wanted for other than itself because it is a 
means that leads to what is wanted and beloved; itself may not be 
beloved. Man, for example, wants good health for itself, and itself is 
beloved. He wants to drink the medicine (although itself may not be 

134rhe basis for providing an answer for this question were laid down by Shayekh ul 

Islam lbn Taymeeyah in his great book "Minhaj us Sunnah", PP. 145-192. 
135Minhaj us Sunnah, PP. 162-163. 
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loved), because · it leads to good health, which is wanted and loved 
for itself. Similarly, one may dislike to do some of the things he likes 
because it leads to what he hates. It is possible, therefore, to have 
both, the "want" and the ·"hate" combined in one thing without being 
contradictory, because they pertain to different objectives. To Allah 
belongs the best example: His want is a) what is loved, and it is 
wanted for itself, and b) in itself it is not loved, but is wanted 
for other than itself. Based upon this, one can establish the 
distinction between the "want'' and the "love", realizing that they are 
not the same. Those who think that they are the same err when they 
consider that "everything that Allah willed to create, is beloved to 
Him"! 

Some of the mystic Sufis came to the conclusion that Allah loves 
Kuffr, and disobedience and is pleased with evil. They think that 
their best men of "knowledge" had reached this conclusion based 
on the fact that Allah is the Creator of everything. To them, the 
good deed and the bad ones are the same! So, the lack of 
understanding of this issue leads people astray and may cause 
them to commit Kuffr. The Qur'an and ttle Sunnah, and the general 
consensus of As-Salaf us Salih is that Allah loves His Prophets, and 
His friends, and loves what He commands; He, however, does not 
love the devils and what He has prohibited. although all of these 
matters are passed by His Will . 

The Will is two kinds: a) The Will to create, and b) The Will to 
Command. The latter is the legislative will, and Allah wants the 
slave to comply with His command. Implicit in this will, is the "lov~" 
and "pleasure": the compliance with the command is beloved and 
pleases Allah. Legislatively, disobedience is not wanted by 
Allah (i .e. He does not commnad it), and when it exists, it is related 
to the other will of Allah, the Will of Creation: He, the Exalted, willed 
it to exist by His creation of it. He. the Exalted. commands creation 
with what benefits them, and prohibits all that is harmful to them; but 
there are those, amongst creation, Whom He wants to create their 
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deeds 136, and those whom he did not want to create their deeds 

for them. 

So, the creation of deeds is not the same as the commands which 
explain what is beneficial or harmful to His slaves. He (SW) 
commanded the Pharaoh and Abu Lahab and others to believe, and 
He explained to them what is good for them had they believed. It is 
not necessary that He helps them on His command137_ 

He creates whatever He wants based upon His Wisdom. He 
ordered the ·Kaffir to believe and gave him the Fitrah and showed 
him the ways of guidance and created in him the ability and will 
Obeying Allah is a compliance with His commands, and not His 
Will. So, it is not a contradiction when Allah does not want (based 
upon His Universal Will: Al-lradah AI-Kawniyyah) to have faith from 
the Kaffir, knowing that there is a definite Wisdom in His Will (SW) 
Certc1inly, the Kaffir does not become obedient to Allah just because 
he has done what agrees with the Universal Will of Allah It 1s so 
because Kuffr is prohibited and it is not necessary that when He 
commands a matter, it must be beloved to Him. He, the Exalted, has 
created many evil things which are hated by him He created them 

136[When He (SW) commands something and assists the person on its execution . 

then what is commanded is "wanted" from the "legislative" side as well as the 
"creating" side. He willed it, created it and loved it.: and when He (SW) does not 
assist the execution of what is commanded, then from the legislative side. the 
command is "wanted", but from the "creating" side, He did not "want" it , due to a 
Hikmah (Wisdom) in not having it "created" and having, instead. the Wisdom 
associate with "creating" its opposite .J-Minhaj us Sunnah, P. 176. In the same book 
(P. 183), lbn Taymeeyah further says: "Allah, most Glorified, wants somethings to 
exist because they lead to what He loves and is pleasant to Him. He (SW) may not 
do what He loves because it may necessitate what He dislikes and hates. He, most 
Exalted, is able to create a believer from every Nutfah (mixture of male and female 
discharges) and that He loves him and loves his faith. He. however. did not do that 
due to the Hikmah of not having it done ... ". 
137 As explained earlier; although the execution of the command may benefit the one 

who is commanded , it does not necessitate that there should be a benefit for the one 
who issued the command To Allah belongs the best Example He may command but 
does not want to assist, or create the deeds of the one receiving His command 
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because they lead to many beloved things, the existence of which is 
beloved to Him more than their non-existence (as detailed earl ier). 
Allah (SW) Says: 

,., 

r,..,:...o,)l1@0~~.;~J.1 
" 

"Evil (sins and disobedience of Allah, etc.) has appeared 
on land and sea because of what the hands of men have 
earned (by oppression and evil deeds, etc.), that Allah 
may make them taste a part of that which they have 
done, in order that they may return (by repenting to 
Allah and begging His Pardon)." (Qur'an 30: 41) 

Evil in itself is hated by Allah, because He does not love it and does 
not love the evil-doers. However, it may be beloved by Allah because 
of certain great wisdom. This is not impossible to understand. In the 
chapters above, we have cited the example of the ill person who is 
given a bitterly tasting medicine. He hates it because of its bitterness, 
but loves it because it is a remedy. To Allah belongs the best example. 
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Case Eight 

If Kuffr is a matter of Qada' and 
Qadar, then is it imperative that 
we should not be content with 
the Qada' and Qada,?138 

Generally, there is no evidence from Qur'an and Sunnah which 
supports the notion that contentment in every matter of A/-Qadaa' is 
obligatory. As discussed above, Allah (SW) is not pleased with certain 
matters though they are part of His creation. He also commanded that 
we dislik and hate such matters, like Kuffr, disobedience, etc. 
Definitely, one must distinguish between a) the AI-Qadaa' wal Qadar 
which constitutes Allah's Qualities such as His Knowledge, Actions, 
Recording, Mashee'ah, etc., which we must accept, be content and 
pleased with, and b) what is preordained. The latter as discussed 
earlier consists of two parts: a) legislative, and b) Universal. We must 
accept and be content with the legislative part since it is from the 
fundamentals of Islam. On the other hand, we must accept part of the 
Universal Qadaa', like the Favors of Allah, where we should thank Him 
for it, realizing that acceptance is the basis for giving thanks. Other 
aspects of the Universal will, which are not permissible to accept, 
include the things which Allah hates, like sins, although they exist by 
His Qadaa' and Qadar. Other things , like misfortunes, are permiss ible 
for us to accept. 

The slave of Allah must hate all forms of evil, because Allah hates 
them. On the other hand the believer accepts the wisdom behind their 
creation. 

138For reference on this subject, see Shifaa'u/ 'Alee/, V. 2, P. 281-286. 
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Case Nine 

What is the Benefit of Tak/eef 
(Commandment of Allah) when 
there is a precedence of AI-Qadar? 

• This is a false question that implies a denial of the Wisdom behind 
Allah's creation of the heavens and the earth, mankind, and all that 
exist. 

• The manifestation of Allah's Wisdom in His creation and exposing 
His slaves to various kinds of tests and trials is a great wisdom 
which occurs as Allah had preordained. The dealing with all kinds 
of trials is made known to us by Allah's Messengers, and by means 
·of His Revelations: showing the road to Paradise and the road to 
Hell. Had the trials and tests been non-existing and people are held 
responsible in the Hereafter in accordance with Allah's Qadar, they 
would have taken an evidence against Allah, Most Glorified is He. 

• Allah, the Exalted, "brought His creation from non-existence to 
existence in order to pass upon them the manifestations of His 
·"Names and Attributes ... It is from His Perfection, to make Perfect 
manifestations of His Creating, Command, Qadar, Rewarding, 
Punishments, Abstaining, Giving, Honoring, Humiliating, etc."139 

139see Shifaa ''ul 'Alee/, V. 2. P. 250-251 
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Case Ten 

The Fitrah And AI-Qadar. 

Do they Contradict Each Other?140 

Some people may ask the question: "How could it be that Allah had 
preordained Kuffr on some people, when it is confirmed in the Qur'an 
and Sunnah that every child is born on Fitrah? 

First What is Fitrah? Each child is born on what necessitates the 
affirmation of the creator, his love, and devotion of Deen to Him alone 
This represents the natural inclination to Islam. This is the meaning of 
Fitrah. When it is said that someone is born on the Fitrah, Islam, the 
Mil'ah (Deen of Islam), or Haneefan (Pure Devotion to Allah) , it means 
that he knows and wants this Deen as soon as he comes out from his 
mother's womb! 

"And Allah has brought you out from the wombs of your 
mothers while you know nothing" (Our'an 16: 78) 

The requirements and the necessitated matters of the Fitrah gradually 
develop in accordance with what perfects its nature, as long as it is left 
safe from any modifying environment141 . Similarly, every child has 
been born loving what suits his body from food and drinks He desires 
the milk that suits him and gives him the nutrients he needs· 

140sased upon lbn Qayyim and lbn Taymeeyah's discussions on the subject as 

reported by lbn Qayyim in Shifaa'ul 'Alee/, V. 2, PP. 297-343. 
141 Shifaa'ul 'Alee/, V. 2, P. 308-309 
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"Our Rabb is He Who gave to each thing its form and 
nature, then guided it aright."(Qur'an 20: 50) 

The Fitrah to the heart is like the agreeable milk to the body. That is 
why on the /sraa', the Night Journey, when Jibreel (Gabriel) presented 
the Prophet fi with wine and milk, and he fjchose the milk, Jibreel 
said: "You have chosen the Fitrah"142. Allah, the Exalted, says: 

J,Jil J-;; M '))J,~lfW\ "l!'.~ ,!'f1 Ji1 ~ .. ~AJ,(1, ·~ dJJ.1 ~ .-,;_t ,,,., ~ .. ,,, • .P"~,, ~ .. ,, ,,,,, .. ,, ,, • .,,. 

tr·:.A,)li®0.¢;2Jl<.,r,W11si ~~··.,3~1~JJ1a]1 (:)P-J .. .. 

"So set (0 Muhammad~) your face towards the Deen 
(of Tawheed: pure Islamic Monotheism) Haneefan , 
(worship none but Allah Alone), (it is) Allah's Fitrah 
(Deen of Tawheed), with which He has created 
mankind. No change let there be in the Kha/qi/ /ah (i.e .. 
Allah's Deen)1 43, that is the straight religion, but most 
of men know not." (Qur'an 30: 30) 

142Part of the famous Hadeeth of AI-Mi'raj (the ascension), Saheeh Al-Bukhari, V. 5, 
Hadeeeth # 227, PP. 143-148; Saheeh Muslim, V.1, Hadeeth # 309, PP. 100-103. 
143rhe creation are not created except on Fitrah, and that does not alter. It does not 
mean that the Fitrah itself does not change after creation. In fact, the Sunnah of the 
Prophet ~ clearly explained that the Fitrah changes. Regarding the saying of Allah 
about the devils: 

"And I will command them to deface the (fair) nature of All ... h's creation." (Qur'an 
4: 119), it is clear that a defacement to Allah's creation is possible, and we see it 
occurring in several forms fOday. However, the actual Tabdeel (change to something 
else) of creation such that mankind will be created on ·other than the Fitrah, is 
impossible as Allah (SW) states: 

1r•:,.4_,)h~l~J~')I 
... No Tabdeel (change} (there is) in the Kha/all /ah (i.e. Allah's DeenL(Qur'an 
30: 30) 

Any change from belief to disbelief, is possible. Either way of change, is in the 
Foreknowledge of Allah and under His Mashee'ah (Will) and Taqdeer. 
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The Prophet ~ said: 

.i.;~J .i.;1.,:;.~J ~b.*- o\Y.l; o__,.kAJI ~ JJ y_.) _,J _,_. 0-4 G" :~JL; 

~i 1_,ifa ~ ~"l&-~ 0'° ~ 0~ ~"~~~I c? kS 

'{, 4-)~ ~lJI jJ ~I JJ1 ._;~~ o.r-r'Y.ii)~"4-iy~ 
• I 

..:., ~ if ~i Ji" :~L-..a..ll Ji; ~..l>...JI _,..->I ~ J ~ ~I J ~ J~ 
JJ x '11 ~} .r if t.o" ?T ~ JJ . 0::14l.- ljl5 ~ ~ i JJ1 :Ji; fi ~ 
"oi.;U if~~~~\ oh~ -.Jy, :~JL...o ~I ~IJJ dJ "~I ~ 

r-4.J "5J~\ J ..:.,~IJ)I 

"There is none born but is created to his nature (Islam). It is 
his parents144 who convert him to Judaism or to Christianity, 
or to Magianism, just as an animal delivers a perfect baby 
animal145. Do you find it mutilated? You cut their ears (i.e. 
after birth). Then Abu Hurairah quoted the Qur'an: 

... That is Allah's Fitrah (the Deen of Tawheecl) in which 
He has created mankind. No Tabdee/ (there is) in Kha/qi/ 
/ah (i.e. Allah's Deen)... , 

144The change generally occurs through the influence of the parents. It is possible, 
as lbn Qayyim explained in Shifaa'ul 'Alee/ 0/.2, P. 324-325), that Kuffr may be 
introduced by the influence of other than his parents. The influence of parents during 
the raising up of the child is the overwhelming case. 
145They have perfect limbs. 
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They (The Prophet's companions) said: What is your 
opinion about him who dies in infancy? The Prophet ~ said: 
It is Allah Alone Who knows best what they would be 
doing146. In another narration, he $ said: "Every new babe 
is born on the Mil/ah (creed of Islam)". In the other narration 
by lbn Mu'awiyah, the Prophet ~ said: "Every new-borne 
babe is born on the Mil/ah (of Islam and he) remains on this 
until his tongue is enabled to express himself."147 . 

It is in Allah's knowledge, writing, and Taqdeer that such and such 
person will continue on Fitrah, or change by means of the preordained 
means (parents, Shaytan, etc.) to be a Kaffir. The Prophet's example in 
what happens with the perfectly born baby arimal is clear. All of this is 
under the Taqdeer of Allah (SW). The case of the boy who was killed 
by AI-Khadir148 signifies the issue of Fitran, its change, and AI-Qadar. 
The boy was born on Fitrah, Allah knew an'd wrote that he will become 
a Kaffir, as the Prophet ~ explained: 

G~ ~y,i:;.,,..) ~ &. _,J_, l)lS' ~ i y. ti ~I~ t5JJI r;L.JI ~r 
t5l.. .;JI.J .)Jb y,IJ r-4.J lS.;~I olJ.;-"lfaJ 

"As far as the boy that was killed by AI-Khadir, it was 
written and decreed in the Book that he will commit Kuffr, 

1461n this Prophetic statement, there is evidence that Allah knows what they may turn 

to after their birth on Fitrah: whether they will continue on Fitrah and become mature 
bel ievers, or they will change and become Kuffar. All of this is known to Allah, before 
their creation. 
147The narrations are in Saheeh Muslim, V. 4, Hadeeth # 6423, 6427, and 6428, and 

in Saheeh Al-Bukhari. V. 2. Hadeeth # 440 & 441 . 
1481n the story of Prophet Musa and AI-Khadir in Soorat ul Kahf, the AI-Khadir killed 

a boy and Musa, may Allah's peace be upon him, was astonished: 

1,~:~l1 ,.~ ~~j~,d::;1 -"Have you kille~ an innocent person who 

had killed none.?" (Qur'an 18: 74). 
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and that had he grown up he would have involved his 
parents (who were believers) in wrong-doing and 
unbelief. "149 

The boy was not born on Kuffr, nor was he a Kaffir before birth. He was 
· born on Fitrah, and had he grown up, he would have changed and 
became a Kaffir. Allah knew that such and such an animal will be 
mutilated, as the example of the Prophet i3 explains. It is written that a 
certain part of it will be cut after its perfect birth. The change occurs 
after the birth. The role of the devils is to push for the change from 
Fitrah to Kuffr. Among the sayings which the Prophet ~ relates from his 
Rabb is that He (SW) said: 

• -.;,,,, ,: l , , 

~\ L. ~ ~ ,;> J ~l:-!JI ~~IJ ~ .,,Lci:.>- <.S.)~ ~ ;; I .;." 

~ 01..,.) "L;\.hL ~ J) r-l ~ ~ t_f' A 0i ~;i.., ~ 

"I have created My servants Hunafaa' (having a natural 
inclination to know and to worship Al/ah), but it is Shayateen 
(devils) who turn them away from the right religion, and 
make unlawful what has been declared lawful for them, and 
command them to ascribe partnership with Me, although I 
have brought down no proof to justify that. "150 . 

It means, therefore, that when a person is born on Fitrah, he may be 
subjected to inclinations that will change his Fitrah, ending on. a state 
already written and known to Allah (SW): The Prophet ~ said: 

149Collected by Al-Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Dawood, and At-Tirmithi. See Saheeh 

Muslim, V. 3, PP. 1267-1271 . 
15DReported by Muslim, See Saheeh Muslim, V. 4 , Hadeeth # 6853, P. 1488. 
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'11 ~., 4- 0 ~ ~ J> l;.!1 Jo>i ~ ~ r-5.:i..;.i 01 ill l.r9······" 
... ., f, ;;: ,,,,, , ~ .. ., ., 

r-5'..1.>-l l'..llj . 4-,l>-~ J\:JI J'>I ~~'-:"~I~~ , eJ.; 
~ ~ , ~).; '11 ~J 4- 0 ~Lo~ , J\jl JJi ~ ~ 

,,, , -:: f, • 

r-4-' <.>J~I olJJ". 41>-~ ~I Jo,1 ~ ~ "-:"\.:S01 

"By Allah, the one amongst you may do the deeds of the 
people deserving AI-Jannah until there remains but the 
distance of a cubit between him and AI-Jannah, but then 
the writing (which Allah has ordered the angel to write) 
precedes, and he starts doing the deeds of the people ·of 
Fire and thus enters it; and he does the deeds of the people 
deserving Fire, until there remains but the distance of a cubit 
between him and the Fire, but then the writing precedes and 
he does the deeds of the people of AI-Jannah, and thus 
enters it ... , 51 

The natural reasoning confirms the natural Fitrah in several ways. 
Amongst them: 

1-lf it is proposed that each person should believe in the truth, oe 
truthful , and ask for what is beneficial to him, and, on the other hand, it 
is also proposed that he should believe in falsehood, lie, and ask for 
what harms him, will find an inclination to adopt the first proposal. This 
proves that the Fitrah is a force that necessitates the belief in the truth 
and seeks goodness. Hence, admitting the existence of the Creator, 
knowing about Him, loving Him, glorifying Him, believing in Him, 
devotion of worship to f-1im alone, etc., is either like the first 

151 saheeh Al-Bukhari, V. 8, Hadeeth # 593, P. 387, and Saheeh Muslim, V. 4, 

Hadeeth # 6390, P. 139~ . Also reported by Abu Dawood and At-Tirmithi. 

134 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

proposal (of the Truth) or like the second one (of Falsehood). By 
necessity it cannot be of the second proposal. Certainly, its the first 
one. Hence, the Fitrah must have what necessitates the love of, faith 
in, and knowledge about its Creator, Allah. 

2- Which one is the perfect objective: to-worship Allah as He loves or 
to associate partners with Him? Associating others with Allah in 
worship is necessarily known to be false. It is imperative, therefore that 
the Fitrah necessitates the Tawheed of Allah and His Glorification, 

3- The ~itrah needs what strengthens it. The means that strengthen the 
Fitrah does not produce in it what is not already there, The means help, 
remind, and strengthen the Fitrah; Allah (SW) sent the Messengers as 
warners and bearers of glad tiding calling mankind to what is entailed 
by the Fitrah, In the absence of barriers, the Fitrah will respond to the 
Message of the Messengers as it is entailed by its nature, in the same 
way as when someone is invited to eat a good and delicious meal, he 
will accept the invitation as long as there is nothing that prevents him 
to do so. 
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Case Eleven 

If All Matters are Predestined, Then How 
to explain the 'Ayah: 

~ ..:,J.._jj ~ ~ .:.,> ~\..Pi 1.. J ,i, "Whatever of 

evil befalls upon you is from yourself" 
(Qur'an 4: 79) 

The 'Ayah in its full text is: 

"Whatever good (0 manl) happens to you, is from Allah, 
but whatever of evil befalls you, is from yourself. And 
W~ have sent you (0 Muhammad ~) as a Messenger to 
mankind, and Allah is Sufficient as a Witness." (Qur'an 4: 
79) 

The good and evil mentioned in the 'Ayah do not refer to acts of 

obedience ...::..,~\.h.ll or disobedience ~Lll, respectively. The good 

represents Allah's Favors, like provisions, victory, good health, etc. 
The evil, on the other hand, represents calamities, like fear, illness, 
earthquakes, etc., as Allah (SW) says: 

,, ,,,,, ,, ~ ,,,<; .~. ! , , ,,<;,, ~, , ""1,, .. ~ .. ,,,,, , .. ! t",, ,,,,,,. ~a::~ :.,~!\", ~4.l;.;.' , "!1 
)I ~' ,.J}A'<.:>,,, ;. ~ .rl:: :: . ,, <.:>,,,,,o,Jb;- .,, <.:> ... 
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"If good befalls you, it grieves them, but if some evil 
overtakes you, they rejoice at it. But if you remain 
patient and pious, not the least harm will their cunning 
do to you. Surely, Allah surrounds all that they do." 
(Qur'an 3: 120) 

"And We have tried them with good (prosperity and 
blessings) and evil (calamities and adversities) in order 
that they might return (to Allah's obedience)." (Qur'an 7: 
168) 

Both, calamities and blessings, do not escape the Qadar and 
Mashee'ah of Allah. Allah (SW) made this matter clear to the 
hypocrites at the time of the Prophet ~ who acknowledged that the 
blessings are from Allah, but then accused the Prophet~ of being the 
cause for whatever overtook them from adversity! 

"If some good befalls them, they say: "This is from 
Allah", but if some evil befalls them, they say: "This is" 
from you (0 Muhammad ~). Say: "All things are from 
Allah", so what is the matter with these people, that they 
fail to understand any word?" (Qur'an 4: 78) 
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The causes behind the calamities lie in the sin committed. The 
calamities and blessings are Actions of Allah. That is why Allah (SW) 
signifies: "Whatever good befalls you" and "Whatever evil befalls 
them". No one says "Whatever befalls on me from acts of obedience or 
disobedience", because these matters are actions done by man 
himself, and that is why people say: "I did an act of (obedience or 
disobedience)" and he names it. 

Although both, blessings and calamities, are preordained to occur, the 
occurrence of the latter has been linked to the sins committed by the 
slaves of Allah. The causes behind the occJt,Jrrence of good, are 
limitless, because it is a Favor of Allah. It may occur because of one's 
deeds or without them. It is incumbent, therefore, that the slave of 
Allah gives due thanks and praises to Allah as well as seek His 
forgiveness from all sins. 
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Case Twelve 

The Sealing of the Hearts 

and 

The Covering of the Sights 152 

Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"As to those who reject faith, it is the same to them 
whether you (0 Muhammad-~ ) warn them or do not warn 
them, they will not believe. Allah has set a seal on their 
hearts and on their hearings (i.e. they are closed from 
accepting Allah's guidance), and on their eyes there is a 
Ghishawah (covering). Theirs will be a great torment." 
(Qur'an 2: 6) 

" ... And of their saying: "Our hearts are wrapped (with 
coverings, i.e. they do not understand what the 
Messengers say)"-Nay, Allah has set a seal upon their 
hearts because of their disbelief." {Qur'an 4: 155) 

152shifaa'ul 'Alee/, v. 2, P. 225-281 
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"We have put on their necks iron collars reaching to 
their chins, so that their heads are fo1 cn=i uo. And We 
have put a barrier before them, and a barrie1 behind 
them, and We have covered them up, so that they 
cannot see. It is the same for them whether you warn 
them or you warn them not, they will not believe." 
(Qur'an 36: 8-10) 

There are many 'Ayaat in the Qur'an like those cited above in which 
Allah's punishment, in the form of sealing and covering etc., are 
emphasized. He, the Exalted, made such forms of punishment on those 
who knew the truth but turned away from it. He says: 

"And when they turned away (from the path of Allah), 
Allah turned their hearts away (from the Right Path). And 
Allah guides not the people who are Fasiqeen 
(rebellious, disobedient to Allah)." (Qur'an 61: 5) 

It is a matter preordained that punishment in the form of more deviation 
rightly befalls on those who insist to turn away from Allah. On the other 
hand. increase in guidance befalls on those who follow His path: 
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"While for those who accept guidance, He increases 
their guidance, and bestows on them their piety." (Qur'an 
47: 17) 

The sealing and covering of the hearts and sights of some people, 
respectively, are just deeds of Allah; They are part of His Actions, and 
therefore they are good, because everything He does is good. Allah 
(SW) placed such punishment in its suitable place. Shirk. Kuffr, 
disobedience, injustice, transgression, etc. are their deeds although 
they are part of Allah's creation. If one questions this, then he is called 
to remember that· the creation of such matters and the infliction of 
punishment on those who turn away from Allah's path, are part of His 
Ruboobiyyah and that they are necessitated by His Names and 
Attributes; It does not befit His Wisdom that He equates between good 
and evil, beautiful and ugly, etc. 

The covering, sealing, etc. was not inflicted right after the first time 
when Allah ordered the Kuffar and (or) the hypocrites to believe in Him. 
In fact, this happened only after His command to them was repeated 
and after He made His Message clear to them through His Messengers 
and Books. So, it was implemented after their continued rejection of 
Allah's commands. Their attitude is exemplified in the 'Ayah (Qur'an 2: 
6) cited above. 

The person who knows the truth but does not love it, and instead 
prefers misguidance, completely shuts the doors of guidance for 
himself. If, however, while he is in such a state of misguidance, 
recognizes that he must humble himself to the Only One Who can 
guide, and asks Him to save him from his own evils, Allah wi ll guide 
him out of misguidance. The worst, however, is to insist on 
misguidance, accepting it while t-1ating to be guided 
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Case Thirteen153 

What is the correct response to someone 

who, when called to Allah's way, says: 

"Allah did not write or ordain guidance for 
me"I? 

Simply, the response is: 

"Did you happen to know the, Unseen? Or did you have a covenant with 
Allah?" If he says: "Yes", then he commits Kuffr. If he says: "No", then 
you do not know whether Allah wrote and preordained guidance for 
you. He calls you for His guidance, so take it: 

"(Thus) does Allah makes clear to you (His Laws, and 
His Deen) lest you go astray." (Qur'an 4: 176) 

"Allah wishes to make clear to you and guide you into 
the ways of those before you, and · accept your 
repentance, and Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise." (Qur'an 4: 
26). 

So we call upon you to repent, and Allah will be plea,sed with your 
repentance. 

I 

153Answers to cases thirteen and up to sixteen, are based upon questions raised to 

Shayekh Muhammad bin Uthiemeen and collected in his Fatawa, V. 2, PP. 93-117. 
, . .' ·; 
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Case Fourteen 

Understanding Two 'Ayaat : 

(Q 6: 125) and (Q 18: 29) 

How can we understand the 'Ayah: 

"And whomsoever Allah wills to guide, He opens his 
breast to Islam, and whomsoever He wills to send 
astray, He makes his breast closed and constricted, as 
if ne .is climbing up to the sky." (Qur'an 6: 125), in light of 
the other 'Ayah: 

"Then whosoever wills, let him believe, and whosoever 
wills; let him disbelieve." (Qur'an 18: 29) 

("> 

The above 'Ayaat confirm the following: 

• That man has a will, ability and a choice, and that the creator of 
these qualities is Allah. 

• That man's will cannot be manifested without Allah's willing: 

[ r ~ _r A: J:!µ Ii 
· "To whomsoever among you wills to go straight, and 
you will not, unless (it be) that Allah wills." (Qur'an 81: 
28-29) 
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The question that arises is: When does Allah will to guide someone 
and when does He not? The answer came in the saying of Allah: 

"{As for him who gives (in charity) and keeps his duty to 
Allah and fears Him, And believes in AI-Husna154, We 
will make smooth for him the path of ease (goodness); 
But he who is a greedy miser and thinks himself self· 
sufficient, and gives the lie to AI-Husna, We will make 
smooth for him the path for evil} (Qur'an 92: 5-10). 

And when the person wants to commit wrong, Allah creates in him the 
will for that and thus he is to be blamed: 

"And when they turned away (from the.path of Allah), 
Allah turned their hearts away (from the Right Path). And 
Allah guides · not the people who are Fasiqeen 
(rebellious, disobedient to Allah)." (Qur'an 61: 5) 

And when the person wants to do good and honestly seeks it, Allah 
makes it easy for him. 

154 AI-Husna meal'ls either the declaration of Tawheed: /a ilaha ii/a /ah: none has the 

right to be worshipped except Allah, or a reward from Allah i.e. Allah will compensate 
him for what he will spend·jn Allah's Way or bless him with Paradise. 
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Case Fifteen 

Is there an effect for Duaa' (supplicating Allah) in 
changing what had been already written? 

There is no doubt that Du'aa affects what' had been written and 
ordained, but the change in what is already written, is, itself, written. 
The change, therefore, is apparent, but actually the original Qadar 
does not change. For example, an ill person calls upon Allah to cure 
his illness. The illness is written; his invocation is also written, and 
because of his invocation, Allah had ordained and written that he will 
be cured. So, it is written in the AI-Qadar that he will make Du'aa and 
he will be cured because of it. So, everything is· linked to its causes, 
which are themselves created and written. 
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Case Sixteen 

Explain the Hadeeth of 'Adwa (transmission of disease) 

The Prophet ~ said: "(There is) no (no contagious disease 
is transmitted without Allah's permission), nor is there any 
bad omen (from birds), nor is there any Hamah1ss, nor is 
there any bad omen in the month of Safar156, and one 
~hould run away from the leper as one runs away from 
the lion."157 

The Hadeeth confirms an effect for 'Adwa in its latter part: "and one 
should run away from the leper". However, its effect is not 
something definitive such that it becomes an independent active 
cause. The Prophet ~advised that one should take care and avoid 
what may turn harmful, by the will of Allah. - · 

It. is known that in another Hadeeth, the Prophet~ said: [(There is) 
no 'Adwa. A Bedouin got up and said, 'Don't you see how camels 
on the sand look like deer, but when a mangy camel mixes with 
them, they all get infected with mange? On that the Prophet~ said: 
'Who infected the first one?'.]1 58 The Prophet~ explained in this_ 

155Hamah has two meanings: a) one kind of diseases orb) a known bird which the 

pre-Islamic Arabs claimed it signified revenge; it comes to the family, of the murdered 
person until they take revenge. It is like an owl or even the owl itself. It was 
considered as a bad omen, and is still considered so by some people today. 
156safar. is the 2nd month of the Islamic calendar. 

157 Agreed upon Hadeeth. The .text is th<1t in Saheeh Al-Bukhari, V. 7. Hadeeth # 

608., P. 409. 
158Reported in Saheeh Al-Bukhari, V. 7, Hadeeth # 667, P. 448. and in Saheeh 
Muslim, V. 4, Hadeeth # 5507, P. 1206. 
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response that Allah, the Exalted, brought down the disease on the 
first camel without 'Adwa. The scab on the others has a known 
cause and that is 'Adwa, which Allah permitted. It is a·matter, like 
all other matters, would not occur had Allah willed them not. We 
know that camels may get infected and, by Allah's will, they may 
recover removed and do not die. Plague, Cholera, etc. may.enter 
some homes and infect only certain members of the family. So, the 
person must depend upon Allah and take by the means knowing 
well that all matters are in Allah's Hands. 
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I· The Benefits of the Belief in AI-Qadar I 
• AI-Qadar perfects the belief in Allah, because it is a matter ordained 

by Him (SW). 

• When the person believes that whatever befalls Him had beeri. 
preordained by Allah then, this belief brings tranquillity and peace 
to the mind: 

"No calamity befalls on the earth or in yourselves but is 
inscribed in the Book of Decrees (Al-lauh AI-Mahfouth), 
before We bring it into existence, verily that is easy for 
Allah. In order that you may not be sad over matters that 
you fail to get, nor rejoice because of that which has 

· been given to you. And Allah likes not vainglorious 
boasters." (Qur'an 57: 22) 

• Believers in AI-Qadar receive Allah's Mercy. At times of calamities 
they resort to Him alone: 
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"(They are those) who, when afflicted with calamity, say: 
'Truly! to Allah we belong and truly, to Him we shall 
return'. They are those on whom the Salawat (i.e. 
blessings etc. will be on them and they will be forgiven) 
from their Rabb, and (they are those) who receive His 
Mercy, and it is they who are the guided ones." (Qur'an 2: 
156). 

, The believer in AI-Qadar is always cautious because the hearts are 
in constant change and they are between two of Allah's Fingers as 
the Prophet ~ told us: 

:t > ,,., ,:: • • -::, - ;:: 
.sJ ~ ~IJ ~~)I ~L,.:,I 0-4 ~I~ 4J.S' i->I ~ '-:"" _,...LJ 01" 

'$, , ~ ... , :: ! " 

~.....; .rP '-:""pl.....; .r"° r-f1!1" :r J ~ .JJI i)-P Jli ~ "~~ ~ 

<r-1---~) "..!,b;tl, ~ 

"All the hearts of all the sons of Adam are between two 
fingers out of the Fingers of Ar-Rahman (The 
Compassionate) as one heart, He turns that to any 
(direction) He likes". Then Allah's Messenger said: "O 
(Allah)! the Turner of the hearts, turn our hearts on Your 
obedience."159 This Hadeeth is a driving force against 

relaxation which may cause passive security against the 
Plan of Allah: 

"Did they then feel securn against the Plan of Allah. 
None feels secure from the Plan of Allah except the 
people who are lost." (Qur'an 7: 99) 

159saheeh Muslim, V. 4, Hadeeth # 6418, P. 1397 
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• The belief . in AI-Qadar makes the person generous because he 
realizes that poverty and richness are in the Hands of Allah. 

• The believer in_AI-Qadar does not work to show off. He knows that 
people do not benefit him except in matters that Allah had already 
preordained. 

• The belief in AI-Qadar eliminates many social diseases, like envy 
which causes enmity and hatred amongst people. The believer 
knows well that Allah is the One Who gives and takes and thus if he 
envies someone then indeed he objects to AI-Qadar. 

• The belief in AI-Qadar saves the person from resorting to magic, 
soothsayers, witchcraft, etc. realizing that Allah alone is the true 
helper and that all other forms of refuge cannot not benefit 
themselves, let alone others. 

• AI-Qadar teaches humbleness: when the believer succeeds in his 
work or becomes wealthy, etc. he humbles himself to the One Who 
gave him from His Favors. and knows that if He (SW) wills. He can 
take away what He gives. 

• There are many afflictions that may affect the hearts of the 
believers. Therefore, they should always be on alert lest their life 
ends on one affliction. The hearts should always be in contact with 
Allah's remembrence, seeking refuge in Him and steadfastness on 
Deen. The fact that AI-Qadar is hidden, represents the perfect 
motivation for the believer to be on the Straight Path of Allah, the 
Exalted. The Qadar strengthens the believer to face the difficulties 
with a strong heart, and lifts his morals high, enabling him to stand 
up for the truth and eagerly seeking Shahadah (martyrdom) for the 
sake of Allah. 

• The belief in AI-Qadar reveals the Hikmah (Wisdom) of Allah (SW) 
in matters like good and evil. Many times a person finds it difficult to 
achieve something that he likes, not knowing that it is not good for 
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him. In the beginning he may feel disheartened and sad. Later, 
however, it becomes clear that it was good for him. That is why 
Allah (SW) says: 

"Jihad (fighting in Allah's cause) is ordained for you 
(Muslims) though you dislike it, and it may be that you 
dislike a thing which is good for you and that you like a 
thing which is bad for you. Allah knows but you do not 
know." (Qur'an 2: 216) 
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A Final Note: Should1A/-Qadar be discussed in the first place? 

Many Muslims raise the issue that "It is better not to talk about AI­
Qadar, the Prophet ,!j prohibited us from doing so!" Generally this 
understanding is wrong for the following reasons: 

1- The matter of belief in AI-Qadar is an article of Faith and we must 
know our Faith well in order to worship Allah in the right way. In 
fact, the issue of AI-Qadar came in the Hadeeth of Jibreel (Gibriel) 
when he asked the Prophet ~ about Faith and he ~ answered it 
mentioning AI-Qadar as one of its articles. At the end of the 
Hadeeth, the Prophet ~ said: ''Verily! Gibreel came to teach you 
your Deen". (Saheeh Muslim, the Book of Faith). 

2- The Noble Qur'an is filled with the 'Ayaat about AJ-Qadar and its 
details, and Allah orderd us to put the effort to understand the 
Qur'an, saying: 

"Do they. not think deeply in the Qur'an, or are their 
hearts locked up (from understanding It)?" (Qur'an 47: 
24) 
• 

3- The Sahabah, may Allah be pleased with them, asked the Prophet 
~ about minute details that are related to AI-Qadar160. 

4- The scholars of As-Salaf us-Sa/ih wrote extensively about this 
issue. Had it been prohibited to explain the principles of AI-Qadar. 
they would have committed a serious disobedience to Allah and His 
Deen. Had they also not explained t~is matter, many people would 
have remained ignorant, and it would have opened the door for the 
spread of Bid'ah in the understanding of AI-Qadar. 

160see FN # 45. 
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5- The Question as to what the Prophet~ meant when he said: 

"l~'(j J~\ » l~IJ···· .. " 

(~:if ~ ..r. \ I i '( ~\ aJ.._JIJ of o ~ J L°~I ~ ~ Jl./\11 Ju) 

" ... And if AI-Qadar is mentioned, then hold"161? 

Also how can we understand the report that-when he~heared some of 
his companions disputing the matter of AI-Qadar, he became angry and 
said: 

.. ,. ,.. ., ,,, ,. 
ly jl:.; u-;:>-~ 0\S if i.!.LIAI WI ~~I~) I~ ii~~ ..r-411..l+!I" 

J~\11 Ju J , t.S.l. ;:JI ~ y>-i) ~ ly jl:.; -.JT ~..:..... r r \11 IL~ 

('< Yi L \Vi'( ~J '(Yi/'< t.S.l. ;:JI~~ d W' (.;-..> 

"Were you commanded to do this? Or was I send to you in 
order to do this (dispute among yourselves)? Verily! it was 
such disputes in this matter (of AI-Qadar) which caused the 
destruction of those who were before you! I am determined 
to (call you) not to have dispute amongst you in this matter 
(of AI-Qadar)." 162? 

The answer is that the Prophet ~ prohibited disputing but not 
understanding the matter of AI-Qadar. He did not want the Muslims to 
indulge in discussions about AI-Qadar without knowledge and proofs. 
Also, discussions that will lead to disputes in this matter are forbidden. 

AI-Qadar is from the World of the Unseen. What is known about it from 
the Qur'an and Sunnah is to be followed and Muslims must submit to it. 

161part of a Hadeeth related by At-Tabarani and Abu Na'eem and Al-Albani said it is 

authentic (see Saheeh Al.Jami'# 545 and As-Silsilah As-Saheehah 1/42 # 34). 
162Related by At-Tirmithi, and Al-Albani said it is Hassan as in Saheeh Sunnan At­
nrmithi, V. 2, P. 223, Hadeeth # 1732-2231. 
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AI-Qadar, is Allah's Secret. Therefore, our minds are not independently 
able to comprehend all of its details. Sufficent is what revealed to the 
Prophets about it. We are permitted to seek knowledge about A/­
Qadar, and this is different from asking questions like: "Why did Allah 
guide "Ahmad" but not "Salem?", "Why rain falls on the "southern" part 
of the land but not on "eastern side?" etc. Certainly, The Wisdom of 
Allah in AI-Qadar cannot be questioned! 

May Allah the Most Merciful, the All-Knower, the All-Able, the All-Wise, 
the All-Just, to Whom belongs the Most Beautiful Names and the Most 
Perfect Attribµtes, guide us to the true understanding of Islam and 
make of us, our families as well as our brothers and sisters in Deen, 
true followers of the authentic Sunnah of the Prophet ~ and to safe­
guard us from all ways of misguidance, and make us of those who will 
be blessed by the actual seeing of Your Face in the Hereafter. 

If I had done any mistake or error in this book, then it is from me and 
from Shaytan (Satan). Any success is from Allah, the Exalted. I praise 
Him and seek His forgiveness. 

Signed: The sla~e of Allah, ~ b. A~ -~ 

:;~ ~ ' ;;~, 
~ i 6/A o/ ~ 1416, ~lfU/ 

~ lk ~~ti, 4 ~ . 1qq5, 

Note: "All sayings of Allah are in Arabic, their meanings, however, are 
translated ·nto Engl ish. I repent to Allah from any discussed matter that 
may disagree with the Qur'an and (or) Sunnah. I am willing to correct it 
and pub ·sh ;t as soon as it is verified. All Praise is due to Allah, the 
Most Hig'1. • 
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