uig
5.
o
- I e
i
b4 |
1

l9 JI).n.II

._.}’_/,_K,\/ﬁ__ e AT fﬁ

Www.IslamicBooks.Website

AN oA GO AN Lo A Cl A N A o A Gl ANl NG



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

IN THE NAME OF ALLAH
THE M ERCIFUL THE COMPASSIONATE

Www.IslamicBooks.Website


Www.IslamicBooks.Website

PRIDE
THE FUEL

OF DISBELIEF

P Jasll andn
-

diadl g gl il

ACCORDING TO
THE QUR'AN AND SUNNAH

Www.IslamicBooks .Website



PRIDE; THE FUEL OF DISBELIEF

ISBN 0-9642830-1-8

© 1995 AlgebraTan Publishing, Lahaska, Pennsylvania.
All Rights Reserved.

Printed By: DELUXE PRINTERS Tel: 0181-965-1771

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



( PRIDE THE FUEL OF DISBELIEF )

# CONTENTS =

INTRODUCTION ...............coooonininiiiinncceeneee e 4
PRIDE, DISBELIEF, AND FAITH .................coooveveeiinnnn, 7
PRIDE IS A CHARACTERISTIC OF THE IGNORANT ............. 8
PRIDE IS A CHARACTERISTIC OF THOSE

HEEDLESS OF ALLAW'S MESSAGE ......................ccccocneeee. 9
ALLAH SPECIFICALLY DENIED PRIDE FROM

THEBELIEVERS ................c.ooooviiiiiiiiice e 10
WHO ISJUSTLY PROUD? ..., 11
HELL IS THE ABODE OF THEPROUD ................................ 14
BUWLUSISFORTHEPROUD .....................ooooiiinnne, 17
IBLISWASPROUD ...............coccooviimiiinininienie e 18

CATEGORIES OF PRIDE AND THEIR CURE :

........................................................................ 20
T 23
DERHIE: ... i cinrvismnimisiit s s AR S e SR AR b s 25
POSSESSIONS .........ccoviviiiniiiniiiiiiiiiieieiierereeeeeeens 27
Race, Lineage, Nationalism and Patriotism ........... 30

BIBLIOGRAPHY .........oooriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinicciiiieeceaciesnanees 34-35

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



B

ol gras Al

Indeed All Praise is due to Allah, we praise Him, ask of Him, and
seek His forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah from the evil of
ourselves and the mischief of our deeds. As he will not be mislead
whom Allah has guided, he whom Allah has allowed to stray shall
never find guidance. I testify that there is none worthy of worship
except Allah alone, without partners, and that Muhammad is His
servant and Messenger.

o 2 - s X - - o . e o
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“O You who believe! Have taqwa of Allah, taqwa that is
His due, and do not die except as Muslims..”
(Aal “Imraan : 102)

2 A5 r 3

(e G155 3l s on (SG (01 (K0 1,55

z

1LOei G P

é‘t.j:;, S o8 Q151 BN,

“O people! Have taqwa of your Lord who created you
from one soul, and created its mate from it, and spread
from them a multitude of men and women. And have
taqwa of Allah through whom you seek your mutual rights,
and [revere the ties of] the womb. Indeed Allah is ever-
watching over you. ”

(An-Nisaa’ ;1)
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speak the truth, He will make your deeds good and forgive
your sins. And whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger,
he has achieved the magnificent victory.”

(Al-Ahzaab :70-71)

Surely the best speech is the Book of Allah, and the best guidance
is the sunnah of Muhammad & and every new matter in religion is
an innovation, and every innovation is a magnet drawing to the
Fire of Hell.

This booklet is an advisory to all who are sincere in Allah's
way. Praise be to Allah who has allowed for its compilation and
made its pursuit an important matter to myself. I hope that Allah
will cleanse me of pride, as well for all who read and benefit from
this book.

THE METHOD OF THIS BOOK

The method employed for this book is the refreshing method of
“Allah and His Messenger & said”, adding comment throughout
the text when the point may need it. The extraneous points have
been footnoted. I have quoted the hadeeth’'s wording as it is recorded
by Imam Al-Bukhari, then Imam Muslim, when they have recorded
it - noting the group of recorders below the text of the hadeeth.
The sources are listed in the Bibliography at the end of the book.

There are various Arabic synonyms appearing in the text that
all carry the meaning of pride or arrogance, though they also
imply other distinct meanings. A form of the English word pride
has been used for all of them, since it is pride that is common
among them, and they may be correctly translated as such within
the context. The different additional meanings have either been
noted, or given in the translation of the text itself.

The matter of pride as discussed by Imam Al-Ghazaali in Thya’
“Uloom al-Diyn was consulted through the revised edition of it
entitled, Ma'uwidhat al-Mu'mineen by Al-Qaasimy. I felt that
some of the categories were not necessary in our time and
environment, and others were perhaps redundant. Likewise,
Ighathat al-Lahfan by Ibn ul-Qayyim was also consulted, though
briefly, for its in-depth discussion of matters of the heart were
beyond the scope of this project. In short, it must be noted that
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many of our scholars have written about the subject of pnde in
more general works, and though few of these have been translated
at this time, they were indeed consulted for this compilation.

It should not be a surprise that there has been little concern
for a discussion such as this. It may rub some people the wrong
way. Nevertheless, they need the rubbing.

The Prophet & said,
PR o T I,L;’,‘:slt,,

3_,.!-#;,._-|;..:‘..L_¢||,_)

“Pride is dissatisfaction with the truth, and
belittling the people.”
Reported by Muslim from lbn Mas uwd.!

In the beginning, it should be obvious to even the simplest
people, that the terms Islam and lbaadah imply submission,
subjugation, and humility, at the very least. Therefor, a person
who claims them should realize that only the subjects will last in
the presence of the King, glory be to Him. Then the question
arises, “Is there any kind of pride which a believer may possess?”
To answer this, one must first view the texts provided. If having a
sense of honor for Islam can be called pride, then this is what is
allowed:

5,03 el 5, i, 5 Bl D

“But to Allah belongs the honor, and to His Messenger,
and to the believers, but the hypocrites do not know.”
( Al-Munaafiquin:23)

May Allah forgive those of our predecessors who fought for this
faith, with the tongue, the sword, and the pen.

May Allah bless those who helped in this project, and indeed He
knows them......

! Reported and collected by others as well.
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PRIDE, DISBELIEF, AND FAITH

Allah the Almighty' has said:

L JP N (PSEATE

“Indeed He does not love the proud.”
(An-Nahl :23)

And the Messenger & said;

S oo 553 Qi 4 3 oIS e k| S5y Y
Spts ol 8 phees 0l
“He will not enter Paradise who has even a

speck of pride in his heart.”

Reported by Musiim from Ibn Mas uwd.?

Pride is likened to kufr, the opposite of faith, as we see in the
following hadeeth, the Messenger & said,

a0 gy o3 SO0 G (] 5 S0 2500 Jal s
o J3 o e o Jite il 5 1S e 1,,_’,;i s
((QLE!

At gl 58 s 5 )l

1 | have used the word "“Almighty” ta represent either Azza wa Jall. or T'ala.

2 Reported and collected by others as well.
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“The people of Paradise will enter Paradise,
and the People of the Fire will enter the
Fire. Then Allah Almighty will say, ‘Remove
from it [the Fire] whoever has faith in his
heart equal to that of a mustard seed...”

Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim from Abu Sa’eed

These examples show us that:

1. Faith [ k! ] imaan, inevitably brings one out of Hell and warrants
Paradise;
2. Pride | ,.5'| kibr, like disbelief [ ,45 ] kufr, prevents entrance to
Paradise.

Know that sincerity [ 2| | ikhlaas, is a purity that begins in
the heart, and just as fire purifies metal. Allah will rid the Muslim
of his impurities in the Fire. Then there is no escape for him but
to realize faith and righteous deeds during his life, and to humble
himself to his Lord.! Take note that pride is not mentioned in
Allah’s Book, unless it is describing those who reject His signs.

PRIDE IS A CHARACTERISTIC OF
THE IGNORANT

wsko b ol Ul ol o Ul T B 5 sb ol 51 3
4 o v rﬁu,mu

“Those who dispute about the signs of Allah without any
authority given to them, their breasts are filled with
nothing but pride for that which they shall never attain...”

(Al-Ghaafir:56)

1 This point is discussed by Ibn al-Qayyim in his book, Ighathaat al-Lahfan.
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PRIDE IS A GHARAGTERIST Ic OF
THOSE WHO DO NOT HEED ALLANH’S
MESSAGE

The saying of Nuh ( sl el ) to Allah,

I -

PLrEM R H,r;u [.a..uu |_,.la.>r..5.j,u.J}_@a_,.s: L.JSU.,l »
€ (U 1585 10 [*U-;

“And every time I have invited them so you might forgive
them, they only put their finger in their ears. Covering
themselves with their garments, grown obstinate, and

given over to pride.”
(Nuh :7)

And Allah Almighty said;
€ G ".Jutsf [ Sl S5 GGK .\J;ulﬂ 515 ¥
7 “When Our signs are recited to such, he turns away full

of pride, as if he heard them not...”
(Lugrmaan:7)

€l ) e KL w3Ge e LS )

“Those who disdain His worship and are full of pride,
He will gather them all together to answer to Him.”
(Al-Nisaa"172)
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ALLAH SPECIFICALLY DENIED
PRIDE FROM THE BELIEVERS

Allah informs us about the believers:

€ il Y1)
“...they have no pride.”
(Al-Sajdah :15)

And about the angels who are pure, Allah said;

€50, X005
“...they have no pride.”

(Al-Nahl :49)

L 8 - ~0F 0,0 - - .0 8 - -
{U}LLCPJJMYAMUAJ)
“Those who are in His presence are not too proud to
serve Him...”?
(Al-Anbiyaa :19)

This should inform us that pride is certainly not a characteristic
of the believer.

! Meaning that they do not feel that they are above the need to worship Him.
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WHO IS JUSTLY PROIID‘-’

The Prophet & said;

r.rd.u.n.u Lm.u.”d_,L.ljcMLJ.Hr.yquY|dl”u4~Dn
« [C’JJ&dl o.:i? [JJJL_J.J U'!i

el e Bl s ol pe aele gl 5 Sl s 5 g5l
s sly g el g sals pl g plasa

“Allah will hold the earth on the Day of
Resurrection, and fold up the heavens with
His right Hand, then say, ‘' I am the King,
where are the kings of the earth [where are
the tyrants, where are the proud|?™

Reported by Al-Bukhari, Muslim, Al-Nasaa’iy and Ibn Majah from Abu
Hurairah. Also by Muslim and Abu Dawud, from lbn "Umar and the
addition [ ] is from him.

And the Prophet & said;

o o l5] DBy ¢ S, e LSl s U1 JG)

U.L..pwlb;’La.Jq-bmi,. i,‘,a,,i&cqul, a,l:_,._.i_,au-i sly,
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“Allah Almighty said, ‘Pride is My cloak,
and Glory is My wrap, so for he who competes
with Me in either of these, I will cast him
into the Fire’.”

Reported by Ahmad. Abu Dawud, and lbn Majah. from Abu Hurairah.
By Ibn Maijah from lbn "Abaas.

And the Prophet # said;
S B 250 ad o oy L LSl Jlas G

E

(( A2 d

S il o8 (Sl
“Allah Almighty said, ‘Pride is my cloak, he
who competes with Me for my cloak shall
be shattered by Me'.”

Reported by Al-Hakim from Abu Hurairah.

And the Prophet & said;

S PR S [P 35T RS [ [ P P P A VY

il laged 55U opd

ke o= Slalall ol

“Indeed Allah Almighty said, ‘Might is My
wrap and Pride is My cloak, he who competes
with me in them, I will make him suffer’.”

Reported by Al-Tabaraani from ~ Al
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Allah Almighty calls Himself;

\ Nt

“...The Irresistible, The Justly Proud...” (A1Hashr23)

[P (TR
“_..The Great ,The Most High.” @rrad9)

S [ i (TR
“...Indeed Allah - He is the Most High, the Most Great.”

(Al-Hajj :62)

Since He is the Most Great, only Allah is worthy of pride. For,
pride comes from greatness. Just as He is the King, the Glorious,
we realize that we will not be serving Him by seeking to possess
such characteristics, but we are instead encouraged to humble
ourselves before His majesty. Glory be to Him, for He alone is
justly proud, and He has denied pride from those whom He calls
believers. Therefor, pride, which is in fact self praise, is forbidden
to the servants of Allah. Now who would challenge Him in that!?
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HELL IS THE ABODE OF THE PROIID

Allah Almighty has said,
B ;,,M:’s;-iid_,.;;,;ls G u,.uu;.‘.g;ui_,,i 1,556

“So enter the gates of Hell to dwell therein. Indeed evil is
the abode of the proud.”

(Al-Nah! :29)

o fof, . RAQ. - L c0- -0 -

4 ’;.3.13.__’;5,-9;‘:;@5;-,,;;&3;; " g umjmm o asalG ¥

“...But today you shall be recompensed with suffering
humiliation because you were prideful in the earth without
just cause...”

(Al-Ahqaaf:20)

-@ 0<% Ji 0 -8 23 - 20 - -
oy i

“On the Day of Judgement you will see those who lied
against Allah. Their faces will be blackened, is there not
in Hell an abode for the proud?”

(Al-Zumar:60)

B -

€ 5 <l 5t (2 L’d_,u,.uurpug,l“l,ﬁw

“Enter the gates of Hell to dwell therein. This is the evil
abode of the proud.”

(Al-Zumar:72)
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And the Messenger & said;

slincall 2oy« Sl cdlis U, Edl coasly
Sl Byl a1 S G, Sl
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“Paradise and the Fire quarreled. Paradise
said, ‘The weak and the poor enter me.’
The Fire replied, ‘The oppressive and the
proud enter me.” So Allah Almighty said to
the Fire, ‘You are my punishment, in you I
punish whom I wish.” He said to Paradise,
‘You are my mercy in you I give mercy to
whom I wish, and each of you will certainly
be filled.”

Reported by Muslim and Al-Tirmidhi from Abu Hurairah, as well by
Muslim from Abu Sa’eed, and Ibn Khuzaimah from Anas.

With Al-Bukhari the wording of the hadeeth is;
ety bt Rab T @ng,al,au!@.assi,,
eJG s ‘_;L_,u,uuww Lesus ¥ LIl
Lol Jls NI G 8L 00 00 G 0
C,..e..s,b,‘_....'.pl I..u.;....i : Jt...uJu, ; L,.M.Ue_.u
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“Paradise and the Fire complained to their
Lord. Paradise said, 'O Lord, there is none
who enter me but the weak and despised’
The Fire said, ‘I receive only the proud.’...."

From Abu Hurairah, in the chapter entitied, “"What is related regarding
Allah’s saying. 'Indeed His mercy is nearer the righteous’.”

And the Messenger # said;

31 sl i g5 1 20 JBL ST

Bl A 0 BT S D
g 'o::a 2

E

el by o Bl e el ol 5 Sl 5 g A 5t 5 s 5 )Gl ol

“Shall I inform you of the people of Paradise?
They are every weak and humble person, if
he takes an oath to Allah, it will be fulfilled.
Shall I inform you of the people of the Fire?
They are every cruel, violent and proud
person.”

Reported by Al-Bukhari, Muslim, Ahmad. Al-Tirmidhi, Al-Nasaa’iy. and
lbn Majah from Haarith bin Wahab Al-Khuzaa'iy .
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BUWLUS IS FOR THE PROUD

The Messenger & said;

¢l 5o g S el el g3, nds
RPN PET FYe W TON Il ealiak,
T 5l oo G ¢ NI S ke ¢ s} pmnd

«er_.ﬂ-ifu._.b i i

(o) 3 me .-_,a_f‘_-,c‘_sa'.n_,:Jl, Agaf alyy

“On the Day of Resurrection, the proud will
be gathered as ants in the image of men.
They will suffer humiliation from every
direction. They will be herded to
imprisonment in a Hell called Buwlus. There
they will be presented fire [to eat], they will
drink the drippings from the inhabitants of
the Fire, agitating their derangement.”

Reported by Ahmad and Al-Tirmidhi from lbn "Umar. It is a hasan
hadeeth.

CRORORCROEOZCROR0)
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IBLIS WAS PROUD

Allah said about Iblis,

€81 5a 06 S35 D
“(He was) prou’cf and he was of the disbelievers.”
(Saad :74)

According to the different reports from the Qur'anic exegeses,
Iblis (Satan) was the most notable character among the assembly
of jinn and angels. He was their most knowledgeable and wise, he
was given authority over the lowest firmament, and the earth.!
He, out of his pride, became a disbeliever, for he was so conceited
that Allah said he was, “proud, and he was of the disbelievers.”

The Messenger & said;

:wsw;si;;u;s,uag.o,g:él,;,‘s;g;»

(ol Cal|
ol o5 el ol

“If you were not sinners, I would fear what
is worse for you: Pride, Pride.”
Reported by Al-Bayhaqi from Ancs.2

Al-"Ujba (<»4)) in the last hadeeth, implies arrogance due to self-
praise; the one who is amazed with himself. This boarders on the
following character: He is blessed by Allah with the ability of
hiding his imperfections and sin. Allah covers his imperfections
so that others will not notice them. Yet he behaves toward others
as though he is better than some. This is the difference between

! See Ibn Katheer’s Tofseer for details; Surat ai-Bagarah, verse 34.

2 Hadeeth hasan.

o)

ROZOZOOORORORORORORCR
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(=) ‘ujba and (,5] Idbr; the first invites the heart to the second
and may or may not manifest outwardly, if it does, then it is
called pride or arrogance.! So it creeps up on us in the following
situation: During idle discussion we criticize a sinner for his acts,
though we do not name him. Through this behavior we believe
that we are practicing good learning exercises, when in fact, this
is a way of “showing your pride - without showing it.” Even worse
than this; there are some of us who go through great lengths to
expose the faults of others. Hard on the proud is the following
hadeeth:

The Messenger & said;

‘aﬁl [y vse ) j‘uajﬂge.; C‘-‘u‘”
«;;L_._mr,,a..l“br'"* e Wty

orles ol e sy daxl 0oy - i e el

“Whoever wishes to be heard of, Allah makes
him heard of. Whoever wishes to be seen,
Allah shows him. Whoever is harsh, on the
Day of Resurrection Allah will be harsh on
him.”

Reported by Bukhari from Jundub. Similar is reported by Ahmad and

Muslim from lbn “Abaas,

As such, pride is one of the most interesting issues. Men will die
for it, speak for it, and act upon it. In man it is nothing but evil. It
is the path of kufr.

Allah maintains His creation justly, and He is the Proud, the Most
Magnificent, the Holy, and He is worthy of all praise.

! see M auwichat al-Mumineen, Muhammad Jamaal al-Diyn al-Qaasimy.
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CATEGORIES OF PRIDE
AND THEIR CURE

EGO
The Messenger of Allah & said;
T o131 5 o ) Aalidll g A sy Y
bpuh g-."- o &)l desi ol

“On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will not
look at one who struts in his draping robe
out of pride.”

Reported by Ahmad, and Al -Bukhari from Alou Hurairah.

And the Messenger & said;
e Ial g ¢ uldl Wl < ) G 13

im ol 8 el B gl desl 5 ey syl ol 5 e ol

“When a man says, ‘The people are ruined.’,
then he is the most ruined among them™!

Reported by Muslim, Malik, Ahmad, Al-Bukhari in his book Al-Adab.
and Abu Dawud from Abu Hurairah .

! According to Imam Malik, This does not mean that a person can not verbalize the poor religious practice
that his people suffer from. Rather, it censures the person who condems his people out of pride for himself, or to
beliitle them. And Allah knows best. See Sharh Sahih Muslim by Al-Nawawi, and Sunan Abu Dawud.
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The Messenger & said;
UJ_; :\_;.i;w Y > |,.a.'p|_,.7 ;,i s ;J! ;_,-‘»"}i u—”&!”
((.Jo-igl.c:b-i;,-iﬁYJ‘ sl

S o oles o wale gl 5 25ls pl 5 el oly,

“Indeed Allah revealed to me: Humble
yourselves until none is proud over another,
and none is oppressive over another.”
Reported by Muslim, Abu Dawud , and Ibn Majah from “lyaad bin
Hamaar.

This is the category from which springs forth the others. Each
additional thing that one becomes proud of builds his ego or the
contentment with his self. This is witnessed in the behavior of
Iblis when he was too proud to obey Allah’s command and said;

e LT

“He said, ‘I am better than he is.””
(Saad : 76)

Its cure is to remember that we are all created from a substance
that is discarded, that we were in the beginning a thing not worth
mentioning,

€850 2 00 301558 by gl Jo (116
“Has there not been, over man, a period of time when he

was nothing worthy of mention?”
(Al-Insaan: 1)
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“Did We not create you from a fluid of no value?.”
(Al-Mursalaat : 20)

(;;&pf,uw,ﬁ:;ls)
{‘_,srasbuaub>

“So let man see from what he is created.”
“He is created from a fluid poured forth.”
(At-Taarig: 5-6)

Know that if Iblis was given authority over the earth and the
lowest firmament, and the most knowledgeable and beautiful among
his kind, then look at him now; he is cursed and despised and
the enemy of us all due to his pride for these good things. Be
mindful of the saying of the Prophet #;

«ll ass, ¥ Al Dol pl 5 L g

S gl o8 g Al ol 5 dasl ol

“...And none humbles himself to Allah, but
Allah raises him.”

Reported by Ahmad, Muslim, and Al-Tirmidhi from Abu Hurairah

SORORORS
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As for he who is proud of his knowledge, then let him look at the
hadeeth which narrates the first people to be judged after the

martyrs on the Day of Resurrection:

a7l ST 5 0 kel s s 5o
IR T VIESOU DS A & I Y J SO Y
S Y6 ST B, ey el s
DU BTANET5 5 e D el Cues 0
VRN COAE DU P SE NPT

«...’)C-Jlgg;,aﬁ

i gl o Sl s 5 sty

“...And a person who learned knowledge
and taught it, and recited the Qur'an, so
Allah brought this man before Him and
pointed out His favor, which the man
recognized. He is asked, ‘What did you do
with it?’” He says, ‘T learned knowledge and
I taught it, and I recited the Qur'an for
you.” So He [Allah] says, ‘You lie! In fact,
you learned so that it would be said of you,
“He is a scholar”, and you recited the Qur'an
so that it would be said of you, “He is a
Qari”, and it was said.’ Then it will be ordered
that he be dragged upon his face into the
Fire....”

Reported by Ahmad, Muslim, and Al-Nasaa'iy from Abu Hurairah

Notice that “it was said” that he is a scholar, and one who recites
the Qur'an. A man was praised in the presence of the Messenger
of Allah & so he said, “You have destroyed him.”' On another

1 Reported by Al-Bukhari.
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occasion he £4F said,

Dl e 85 ¥ 0 e I WUBE AT 0 58 )

& B
((.A.a-l
-.._.uiusid& Ugi;,.:-g_,\éu_.”ul,;

“If one of you feels that he must praise
someone, then let him say, ‘I regard him to
be such and such’ if in fact he thinks that
he is such, and Allah will surely reckon
him for such statement. None can certify
on behalf of Allah.”

Reported by Al-Bukhari from Abu Bakarah from his father.

And the Messenger & said;

s e s e Al s W AL Yl Ja, JG
ok 5 1T O LaEl Y ol e Yl g1 15
((L‘au-a-C-,CAb-:ki_’

Al e o o e el

“A man said: ‘By Allah, so and so will not
be forgiven by Allah.” So Allah Almighty said,
‘Who is deciding for Me that I will not forgive
so and so? Indeed I have forgiven him and
voided your deeds’.”

Reported by Muslim from Jundub bin “Abdullah.

S ANISAIISAIGAZIAISSAIISAISAREAT o
RIROROROTOROBOZOTOES

s 24 B8 i
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The Messenger of Allah & said:
‘ le'd‘ﬂl;o&;r)o:ﬁj,o Qm'gn:ﬂo ‘c’u-:ﬂaﬁ)!

s b%lu'."r“"‘“‘-’ danl by g . \—JM.,P"'.._{JW! sly;

“Whoever wishes to be heard of, Allah makes
him heard of. Whoever wishes to be seen,
Allah shows him. Whoever is harsh, on the
Day of Resurrection Allah will be harsh on
him.”

Reported by Bukhari from Jundub. Similar is reported by Ahmad and
Muslim from lbn “Abaas,

And he # said;
¢ dgirad Jory ade Gl gy iy Gl 3l B
WS 5 0 Sl JU ¢ Ot 2o il S 2 JG
e o a el o0 3 Wit Yl SASG
«’)CJ|&;9;,ZJ?L’.‘:a'¢¢a)

il oo S 5 s 5 danl ol

“Indeed the first of people upon whom
judgement will be passed on the Day of
Reckoning is a man who sought martyrdom.
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When he appears before Allah, he is made
to recognize his favors. It is said, ‘What did
you do with it?’ He says, ‘I fought for you
until martyrdom.’ It is said, ‘You lie! You
fought so that it would be said, ‘He is brave’,
and so it was said. Then it will be ordered
that he be dragged upon his face until he
is cast into the Fire....”

Reported by Ahmad, Muslim, and Al-Nasaa‘iy from Abu Hurairah

One must beware of this pitfall in regard to the deeds which they
perform, their life’s agenda, and the acquisition and spreading of
knowledge.

A deed will only benefit its practitioner when it fulfills the
proper conditions.

1. Faith in Allah

It requires one to drop his blind allegiances to the false creed of
his un-Islamic people, whether that un-Islamic creed is
philosophical and logical, or nation-party oriented. It requires one
to adopt the creed that the Messenger of Allah & taught his
companions. This creed is the accepted faith.

2. Conformity

It requires one to perform the deed as the Prophet & instructed,
for he was in fact the perfect model of a believer. Any deed which
is proudly modeled after someone else, above him &, it is a
rejected deed.

3. Sincerity
It must be intended for Allah alone - it is not bragged about, it is

not done to be seen or heard about by others, it is not done to
attain title or position.
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“Surely as for those who disbelieve, neither their wealth
nor their children shall avail them in the least from Allah,
and these are fuel for the Fire.”

(Aal “Imraan :10)

The truly pious will not be proud of anything, for he realizes that
in reality he possesses nothing, and that to Allah is the eventual
end of all things. He will behave humbly and be content with
little, because possessions often lead to injustices. How often do
we find ourselves responsible for more than we are capable of
maintaining? In such situations we will certainly be unjust to
something. To give each thing its due right, one must content
himself with few. ' As for the believers:

€3 O Il sl Gnasll e (sl D1 51 9
“Indeed Allah has purchased from the believers, their

selves and their wealth, for which there is Paradise for
them..”

(Al-Tawba :111)
The Prophet & is reported to have said,

;.\J.c: FROES L’JJGU‘ M;nﬁguirs\mt.aiw»
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1 Look at the similarity in these words:

A A
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“Whoever among you arises in the morning
feeling a sense of security, in good health,
having his food for the day - then he has
gathered what the world has to offer him.”

It is a hasan hadeeth . reported by Al-Bukhari in Al-Adab, Abu
Dawud, and lbn Majah from “Ubaidullah bin Muhsin al-Ansari )

There was once a camel that the Prophet & owned, it was undefeated
in racing. The Muslims were proud of this camel. One day the
camel lost a race, this saddened the Muslims. On this occasion,
the Prophet & informed them:;

L2 - = A

-0 & ° £ o o ¢ - # -
« axzy YW e T 8, Y o U e G5
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“Indeed it is a right upon Allah that nothing
in this life is raised, but He lowers it.”

Reported by Ahmad, Al-Bukhari, Abu Dawud, and Al-Nasaa'iy from
Anas.

The believer knows that his belongings are to be used sincerely
for the pleasure of His Lord. Do not think so highly of yourself
because of the bounties or blessings which you have been given,
rather be thankful of Allah and remember His rights regarding
these, and all things. The Messenger of Allah & said;

S ERR UL ERR E R BRI AR Y[ WY
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! Similarly worded texts are found in many hadeeth books. See Sisiat al-Ahadeeth al-Saheehah, number 2318.
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“The people who suffer the severest trials
are the Prophets, then those nearest to them
in character, then the next, etc. People are
tried according to the strength of their
religious commitment. The more sound
one’s religious commitment is, the stronger
his adversity. The weaker one’s religious
commitment is, the lesser his adversity.
Indeed a man will suffer severe calamities
[time after time] until he walks amidst the
people being cleansed of his sins.”!

Again we may quote here the remainder of the hadeeth mentioned
previously, where, on the Day of Resurrection a man who was
blessed with wealth in his earthly life is asked what he did with it,
and he replies;

b sl Y1) Gt it ol o s 50 B85 ey
Wi s alae pb s Sl Tikad ST 4 Todd » IS Gl

i ol 5 A g s 3 sl 0l

“...'I neglected no opportunity which You
would like this wealth to be spent, but I
spent it for Your sake.” Allah says, ‘You lie!
You spent it only so that it would be said,
“He is generous”, and so it was said.” Then
it will be ordered that he be dragged upon
his face until he is cast into the Fire.”

Reported by Ahmad, Muslim, and Al-Nasaa'iy from Abu Hurairah

! Reported by Ibn Hibaan from S'ad.This hadeeth has been recorded by many others as well. there are
witness for it, and their are different wordings of it. Al-Albani has graded it saheeh. See the discussion in Silsilat
al-Ahadeeth al-Soheehah, number 143 (first edition).
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RACE HO'I'ABI.E I.INEAGE
NATIONALISM AND PATRIOTISM

The Messenger of Allah & said;

g P 0 YE._..L»U_-I:,JE,_A sl 3 b
.fﬁugimw, ol 3 ablly (ol
Ll

AV L gl oo s ol

“Four things are among my followers from
the traditions of jahiliyah ! which will not
leave; pride of lineage, slandering kinship,
use of astrology for rain, and wailing.”

Reported by Muslim from Abu Malik Al-Ash ariy 2

The Messenger of Allah & said;

R uﬂjwulwr&;w;m&lm
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G

(g} 308 Lfiu" aals ,.gi ) s olsy

! The ignorant state of man before he & was sent.

2 similar is narrated from him by Ahmad, Al-Tabaraani , Al-Hakim and Al-Bayhagi in his Sunan.
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“Indeed Allah has removed from you the
blind loyalties of jahiliyah and the pride for
ancestry. Either be a pious believer, or a
miserable insolent. [All of] you are children
of Aadam, and Aadam is from dust. Let
some men cease to take pride in others
who are nothing but burning coal for the
Hell-Fire, it will be easier for Allah to handle
them than a dung-beetle driving his nose
into filth.”

Reported by Ahmad and Abu Dawud from Abu Hurairah !

The Messenger of Allah & said;
ks 1 80 s 2 e
«d.l.a:::...jj . L,.a‘_,«..bi_.lhlp-

ij_,hg.gfo.cgjl....ﬂ!_, I.L....-_,J..:bi aly,

“...whoever invites to tribalism, or aids in
tribalism and is killed, he dies the death of
Jjahiliyah... he is not of me, and I am not of
l,} i I,},J .Pl

Reported by Ahmad , Muslim, and Al-Nasaa'ly from Abu Hurairah
The Messenger of Allah & said;

« |_,:°$: Y_g:_’:a.ﬁi.é ‘ @ulslﬁ;éﬂg‘bﬁ;‘.{’.ﬁa‘ ISE))
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! Hadeeth hasn. Similar is reported from him with Al-Tirmidhi, without the mention of the dung-bettle.
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“If you hear someone taking pride in
the allegiances of jahiliyah, [censure
him.....]J\."

Reported by Ahmad, Al-Nasaa’iy, lbn Hibaan, Al-Tabaraani, and Al-
Dhiya’ from Ubayy bin K ab.

It is here that we see the ills of our society, by which I refer to the
Muslims. For each of our societies, masjids, or Islamic centers,
are established by a few who believe that there is something
wrong with those whom they are separating from. They honestly
believe that they are able to accomplish something which nobody
has accomplished since the time of the Prophet &, and his
companions, those who were the best generations before us. Instead
of advising and correcting one another, as the Prophet &
commanded, they believe that they can separate and start an
exemplary community modeled after the early generation. Do
they believe that they are better than the succeeding generations

of Allah's Messenger £ ? Was there unity and perfection of
community after the righteous khalifas? Or is this just a modern
day display of pride? We have as many masjids as there are
nationalities and parties. Why are all of these groups, nations,
and parties established? Are they founded upon taqwa? Sincerity
in religion is the key to success. Only when the Muslims remove
pride from their hearts can they be sincere.

We hope to have shown through this book, that pride stems from
having many good qualities, whether that is practicing many good
deeds, or being blessed with beauty or wisdom, or having knowledge
of certain subjects.

! This hadeeth is saheeh. lis real meaning has not been translated, though the Arabic is correct, The
command in the hadeeth is not fo censure him, but to unambiguously tell him to bite on his father’'s male
organ. It ssemed best to bracket the English at that point with an explanation. And ¢ ideldl« lay g5oa » is
the call of jahiiyah ., meaning when some one calls, O family of so -and -50.". See Silsiat a-Ahadeeth akSaheehah, numt;er 269. See
also Sharh al-Sunnah by Al-Bagawi. This hadeeth emphasizes the condemnation of the pre-isiamic fradition of tribal allegiances and
the pride for such divisions.
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Iblis was ordered to prostrate to Aadam ( aYu ol )JWwho was created
from mere dirt, Iblis was aware of his own good qualities. This
lead him to believe that the command did not make sense, and
that it was unjust. One must take lesson from this, because Iblis
did have very good qualities, but Allah honored Adam ( sltu acle )
over him anyway, and due to pride for his good qualities, Iblis
disobeyed Allah in His very presence.

Pride of what we know, what we have, or what we are, is praise
for what we know, what we have, or what we are. Pride is not
praise of Allah.

Indeed Allah controls the hearts, we ask him to unite the Muslims
upon true faith, and to remove pride from their hearts.

L’_,u_)ul-ﬁ(-m|13y;a“}: JJJ‘J-'
Abu Khaliyl , Philadelphia
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