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Translator’s Introduction

All praise is due to Allaah. May the peace and blessings of Allaah be
upon His final Messenger and his family and all his noble
Companions. To proceed:

Before you is a translation of the Arabic book “Minhaaj ul Firgat un-
Naajiyah® (“The Methodology of the Saved Sect”), written by one of
the scholars of our time, Shaikh Muhammad bin Jameel Zaynoo.
Shaikh Zaynoo has authored many books on the fundamental
principles of Islaam and he is well known for his adherence to the
Qur'aan and Sunnah upon the understanding of the early
generations of Muslims.

This book has been translated for many reasons, the following are
just a few:

1) The importance of the main subject, which is essentially the issue
of singling out Allaah alone for all types of worship (tawheed). This
is the greatest and most important pillar of our religion. The book
also discusses the opposite of tawheed, the issue of associating
partners with Allaah (shirk) and highlights its definition, its
punishment and describes the evil and shameless people who
practice it.

2) The importance of highlighting the methodology of the one
Saved Sect from the Muslims which has been guaranteed security
from the Fire. This methodology is none other than that of the

Messenger of Allaah %€ his Companions and all those who followed
them in righteousness.

It involves highlighting the characteristics and dangers of the sects
which have been threatened with the Fire, such as those who call
upon other than Allaah and associate partners with Him and those

8
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who introduce into our religion that which is not from it, such as
the evil innovations of the Sufis. They are those who oppose the

methodology of the Messenger of Allaah # his Companions and all
those who followed them in righteousness.

3) The scholarly way in which the Shaikh brings abundant evidence
to prove the above points using verses from Qur’'aan with their
correct understanding, along with authentic hadeeth with their
references and statements from the Imaams of the early Muslims. It
is hoped that the readers will try to memorise these verses and
hadeeth in order to have knowledge of their religion, worship
Allaah in the way He has ordered and give da’wabh upon knowledge
and clear insight.

I pray to Allaah, the Most Gracious, that this book is beneficial to
all the Muslims and that He gives them the ability to act upon the
verses and the hadeeth contained in it. [ ask Him, the Most High, to
guide us to the Truth and makes us from the Saved Sect. I pray He,
the Most High, makes all our deeds sincerely seeking His Majestic
Face, in hope of His Reward on:

e A A A 1 DAY 6 1Y

The Day when neither wealth nor children will
avail. Except the one comes to Allaah with a sound
heart (free from shirk and hypocrisy).’

Our final call is for the Praise of the Lord of the Worlds. May the
Peace and Blessings of Allaah be upon IHis Messenger, his Pure
Family and his Noble Companions and all those who follow them
in righteousness up until the Last Day.

I Soorah Ash-Shu’araa: 88-89.
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Aboo Naasir
London
21% Ramadaan 1419AH
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Author’s Introduction

Indeed all praise is for Allaah, we praise Him, we ask for His Help
and for His Forgiveness. We seek Allaah’s refuge from the evils of
ourselves and from our evil actions. Whomever Allaah guides, then
none can lead him astray, and whomever Allaah misguides, then
none can guide him. I testify that none has the right to be
worshipped except Allaah alone, having no partner, and I testify
that Muhammad is His slave and His Messenger. To proceed:

The subject matter of this book calls the Muslims to the ageedab of
tawheed, pure and completely free from shirk, the manifestations of
which have spread in most of the Islamic countries. shirk is the
reason for the destruction of the previous nations and the reason for
the misery and suffering of the contemporary world especially the
Islamic world and what has befallen it from the trials and calamities.

The chapters of this book also clarify the methodology (manhaj) and
ageedab of the Saved Sect and the Victorious Group, mentioned in

the narrations of the Prophet # in order to illuminate this
methodology to mankind and jinn, so that they may become from
those who are saved and victorious, if Allaah wills.

I ask Allaah to benefit the Muslims by this book and to make it
sincerely for seeking His Noble Face.

Muhammad bin Jameel Zaynoo
Teacher in Daar-ul-Hadeeth Al-Khairiyah
Makkah

11
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Chapter One
The Saved Sect

1) Allaah, the Most High, says:
18585 Yy a4l ooy 1 sy

Hold fast to the Rope of Allaah all of you together
and do not differ.2

2) Allaah, the Most High, says:
G 1075 s 1830 Ll o @S 2001 G 18859
W4 ie esd . -
O f et W i S
Be not of the Mushrikeen, of those who split up their

religion and became sects, each rejoicing in that
which is with it.?

3) The Messenger of Allaah % said: “T order you to fear Allaab, the
Mighty and the Sublime, and to hear and to obey, even if you are
commanded by an Abbyssinian slave. Then whoever amongst you lives
(long enough), he will see many differences. Then follow my Sunnabh,
and the Sunnab (way) of the Rightly Guided Caliphs. Bite onto that
with your molar teeth, and beware of newly invented matters, for every

2 Soorah Aal ‘Imraan: 103.
3 Soorah Ar-Room: 31-32.
12
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newly invented matter is an accursed innovation, and every accursed
innovation is a going astray and every going astray is in the Fire.™

4) The Prophet #2 said: “ Verily those before you from the People of the
Book split up into seventy two sects. And verily this religion will split
into seventy-three sects. Seventy two of them in the Fire, and onein
Paradise, and that is the Jamaa’ah.”> In another narration: “...all of
them in the Fire except one group, that which I and my Companions are
upon.”*

5) From Ibn Mas’ood: “The Messenger of Allaah # drew for us a
straight line. Then he said: ‘This is Allaak’s straight Path. Then he
drew lines on the right and left of it. Then he said: ‘ These are the
paths, there is not a path amongst them except a devil calls to it” Then

he #& recited the saying of the Most High:

},’.g—vdﬁ-ﬁ‘}—-‘”w?)o}uu ’ ’°’¢L1J.¢,|uug

m;s-u F—ﬂ-&},ﬁ\.ﬁd—a

This is My straight Path, so follow it and do not
follow the other paths, otherwise you will differ
from His Path. That is a counsel from Him, in order

that you may be successful.” ®

* Hasan Sahech-Reported by At-Tirmidhi and An-Nisa'ee.
3 Reported by Ahmad and others, Al-Haafidh Ibn Hajar declared it Hasan.
¢ Reported by At-Tirmidhi and declared Hasan by Shaikh Al-Albaani in

Sabeeh ul-faami’.
7 Soorah Al-An'aam: 153.

8 Saheeh-Reported by Ahmad, An-Nisaa'ee and Al-Haakim authenticated
it.
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6) Shaikh Abd ul-Qaadir Jeelani said in his book Al-Ghuniyabh: “As
for the Saved Sect then it is Abl-us-Sunnah wal Jamaa'ab, and Abl-us-
Sunnab wal Jamaa'abhhave no other name except Ashaab ul-Hadeeth
(The Companions of Hadeeth).”

7) Allaah, the One Free from all imperfections, the Most High, has
commanded us to hold fast, together to the Noble Qur’aan in order
that we should not become from the Mushrikeen, who split up their
religion into sects and parties.

The Noble Messenger % has also informed us that the Jews and the
Christians split up into many sects and that the Muslims will split
up more than them, so these groups will be subjected to entering the
Fire due to their deviations and their distancing themselves from the
Book of their Lord, and from the Sunnah of their Prophet.

We have been informed that the one Saved Sect from them will
enter Paradise and they are the Jamaa'ah, those who cling to the
Book of Allaah and the authentic Sunnah and the practice of the
Companions of the Messenger of Allaah 3.

Oh Allaah! Make us from the Saved Sect and grant success to the
Muslims so that they may be from it.

14
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Chapter Two
The Methodology Of The Saved Sect

1) The Saved Sect are those who cling to the methodology of the
Messenger #& during his lifetime and the methodology of his
Companions after his death. This methodology is the Qur’aan
which Allaah revealed to His Noble Messenger # who then
explained it to his Companions in the authentic narrations from
him. The Prophet ordered the Muslims to hold fast to both the

Qur’aan and the Sunnah, as he %€ said: “7 have left behind amongst
you two things, you will not go astray after them; the Book of Allaah
and my Sunnab, and they shall never be separated until the Hawd
(Pond)™

2) The Saved Sect returns to the Speech of Allaah (i.e. the Qur’aan)
and the speech of His Messenger # (i.e. the authentic narrations)
when disputes and differences arise. They act upon His saying:

WS 281 Sl Sy a1l 1T Gl g

= i i 2 B Fom o W L

PR O iy Bl g e o R0
Mgl Ll S 3 241 3y

Oh You who believe! Obey Allaah and obey the
Messenger and those of you (Muslims) who are in
authority. If you differ in anything amongst
yourselves, refer it to Allaah and His Messenger, if

? Saheeh-Reported by Al-Haakim and others.
15
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you believe in Allaah and the Last Day. That is
better and more suitable for final determination.'’

Also Allaah, the Most High, says:

k. i o:njzn,,,,b,.":'l.i a/’,.:u‘,l’ ,s/”f
gond ¥ o o e e D5aSu (B O Y B, M

G 1 iy 238 B gl B

But no, by your Lord, they can have no faith, until
they make you judge in all disputes between them
and find in themselves no resistance against your
decisions, and accept them with full submission.'!

3) The Saved Sect does not give precedence to the speech of anyone

over the Speech of Allaah and His Messenger #8. Acting upon His,
the Most High’s, saying:

O Al 1@y gty a6 5 Y 1T Ll el
P’i; @9«0 d.u'l
Oh you who believe!l Make not (a decision) in

advance before Allaah and His Messenger and fear
Allaah. Verily! Allaah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing."?

Ibn ‘Abbaas said: “I see that they will be destroyed for I say:
‘Allaah’s Messenger # said...” and they say ‘But Abu Bakr and
‘Umar said.””"?

1" Soorah An-Nisaa: 59.

'l Soorah An-Nisaa: 65.

12 Soorah Al-Hujuraat: 1.

13 Saheeh-Reported by Ahmad and Ibn ‘Abd ul-Barr.
16
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4) The Saved Sect gives importance to tawheed, which is singling
out Allaah for worship and supplication, seeking help in times of
hardship and at times of ease, sacrifice and vowing, trusting in
Allaah alone, ruling by that which Allaah has revealed, and other
than that from the different types of worship.

Tawheed is the foundation and basis upon which the correct Islamic
State is built. At the same time it is obligatory to remove shirk and
its manifestations which are present in most of the Islamic countries
since that is from the requirements and necessities of tawheed.

Victory and success are not possible for any group which rejects or
neglects tawheed and does not combat all types of shirk, upon the
example of the Messengers and especially upon the example of our
Noble Messenger # may the Peace and Blessings of Allaah be upon
them all.

5) The Saved Sect revive the Sunnah of the Messenger # in their
worship, their dealings and their lives, thus becoming strangers
amongst their people as the Messenger of Allaah told us regarding
them in his #8 saying: “Islaam began as something strange, and shall
return as it began, so Toobaa'* is for the strangers.”'> And in another

narration: “So Toobaa is for the strangers, those who are steadfast in
righteousness when the people become corrupt.”'

6) The Saved Sect does not cling, except to the Speech of Allaah and
His infallible Messenger # the one who did not speak from his
desires. As for other than him, from the rest of mankind, itis
important to give them the status that they deserve due to them
committing mistakes, according to the saying of the Prophet: “Every

4 Linguistically it means glad tidings and it is the name of a tree in

Paradise.

" Reported by Muslim.
16 Reported by Abu 'Amr Ad-Daani with an authentic chain of narration.

17
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child of Aadam sins (or wrongs) and the best of the sinners are the
repenters.” "

Imaam Maalik said: “There is no one after the Prophet #& such that
one may take from his speech and one may leave it, except for the
speech of the Prophet.”

7) The Saved Sect are the Ahl ul-Hadeeth (the People of Hadeeth),
about whom the Messenger of Allaah % said: “ There will not cease to
be a group from my Ummah manifest upon the truth. They will not be
barmed by those who forsake them, until the command of Allaah
comes.” ¥

A poet said:

The Abl ul-Hadeeth are the people of the Prophet and even if they did
not associate with him, they accompany his sayings.

8) The Saved Sect gives respect and due importance to the Imaams
who strive towards the truth for the correct opinion. They do not
fanatically call to any one of the Imaams. Rather they take their
understanding from the Qur’aan and the authentic narrations and
from the sayings of all the Imaams collectively, when their sayings
agree with authentic narrations. This is in agreement with their
speech, in as much as they commanded their followers only to take
the authentic narration and leave all sayings in opposition to it.

9) The Saved Sect enjoins the good and forbids the evil, such as
forbidding the ways to innovations and forbidding the destructive
groups and parties which have split this Ummab and innovated in
the religion, straying far away from the Sunnah of the Messenger #
and his Companions.

'7 Hasan-Reported by Ahmad.
'# Reported by Muslim.
18
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10) The Saved Sect calls the Muslims to be from those who
stringently adhere to the Sunnah of the Messenger # and his
Companions, until victory is prescribed for them and until they
enter Paradise, by the Grace of Allaah, and the intercession of His
Messenger 2% after he is granted permission by Allaah, the Most
High.

11) The Saved Sect forbids the imposition of any laws that are man-
made as they oppose the Judgement of Islaam. The Saved Sect calls
for judging by the Book of Allaah, which He sent down for the
happiness of mankind in this life and the Hereafter. Allaah, the
Mighty and Majestic, is the Most Knowledgeable regarding that
which will rectify them. Allaah has confirmed that no change can
occur to His Laws throughout time and they will be a reform for
the people in every time.

So the reason for the difficulties of the world in general and in
particular the Islamic world and what it suffers from hardships,
disgrace and degradation is due to leaving judgement by the Book of
Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger #£. There is no glory and
honour for the Muslims, except by returning to learning Islaam on
an individual and collective basis, acting upon His saying:

;..G,.,.m"'im};;;s?;-e}ieu’;‘af‘i ALY

Verily! Allaah will not change the condition of a
people as long as they do not change their own
condition (of committing sins and by being
ungrateful and disobedient to Allaah).!?

12) The Saved Sect calls all the Muslims to fibaad in the Path of
Allaah, which is obligatory upon every Muslim in accordance with
his strength and ability. fihaad is of the following types:

1" Soorah Ar-Ra'd: 11.
19
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a) Jibaad with the tongue and the pen: It occurs by calling the
Muslims and other than them to stringent adherence to the correct
Islaam, and tawheed devoid of the shirk which is widespread in
many Islamic countries and the same shirk which the Messenger
informed us would befall upon the Muslims, as he %2 said: “ The
Hour will not be established until groups from my Ummah will join the
Mushrikeen and until they worship the idols.”

b) Jibaad with the wealth: It occurs by spending for the
propagation of Islaam and printing the books which call to the
correct understanding and it is also by distribution of wealth to sow
harmony in the hearts of the weak Muslims in order that they may
be strengthened. It occurs by making and purchasing weapons and
equipment for the Mujaabideen and whatever is necessary for them
such as food and clothing etc.

¢) Jibaad of the nafs (Soul): It occurs by fighting and participating
in combat to aid Islaam and to make the Word of Allaah uppermost
and the word of the disbelievers lowest. The Noble Messenger
indicated these types of Jihaad, when he % said: “Make Jihaad against
the Mushrikeen with your wealth, your nafs and with your tongues.”'

The ruling of Jibaad in the Path of Allaah, is of two types:

a) Fard ‘Ayn: It is to oppose the aggressor enemy in some of the
Muslim lands, like Palestine, which the Jewish transgressors have
taken away by force. So the Muslims who are capable of doing so
are sinful until they remove the Jews from Palestine and return
Masjid al-Agsa back to the Muslims, with the aid of their wealth or
their self.

20

Saheeh-Reported by Abu Daawood with a similar meaning reported by

Muslim.
*! Saheeh-Reported by Abu Daawood.

20
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b) Fard Kifaayah; When it is established by some of the Muslims,
then the obligation is lifted from the rest. It is carrying the Islamic
da’wab by travelling through the lands until they rule by Islaam.

Whoever halts this progression should be fought so that the path of
da’wah becomes easy.

21
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Chapter Three
Signs Of The Saved Sect

1) The Saved Sect are those who are few in number amongst the
people. The Messenger of Allaah #£ made a supplication for them by
saying: “Toobaa is for the strangers, the righteous people. They suffer
many calamities; those who oppose them are more than those who follow
them.”>2 We have been informed about them in the Noble Qur’aan:

PCREICHINN Y
But few of My slaves are grateful.”

2) The Saved Sect has many enemies amongst the people, who are
cold towards them, and give them derisive nicknames. For them the
example of the Prophets is sufficient, about whom Allaah said:

22 0. a2 e o . as; v 2 o #o
a2y oy Y bl 1 ST Gles SIS
ot gl o A ae A
‘)Jfﬁ']}d‘df’):-’”"ég

We have appointed for every Prophet enemies
Shayaateen (devils) among mankind and jinns,
inspiring one another with adorned speech as a
delusion.?

22 Saheeh-Reported by Ahmad.
2 Soorah Sabaa: 13.

24 Spoorah Al-An’aam: 112.
22
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The Messenger of Allaah %8 was called ‘a lying magician’ by his
people, when he called them to tawheed. Before this they used to
call him the Truthful, the Trustworthy.

3) Shaikh Abdul Arziz Ibn Baaz was asked about the Saved Sect, he
said: “They are the Salafis, all those who tread upon the Path of the
Salaf us-Saalib.>>”

So these are some of the methodologies and signs of the Saved Sect.
In the coming chapters of the book I shall talk about the beliefs of

the Saved Sect and the Victorious Group, so that we may be upon
their ‘ageedah, if Allaah wills.

% The Pious Predecessors-The Messenger, the Companions and all those
who follow their methodology.

23
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Chapter Four
Who Are The Victorious Group?

1) The Messenger of Allaah £ said: “ There will not cease to be a group
from my Umimah, manifest upon the Truth. They will not be harmed by
those who forsake them, until the command of Allaah comes.”*

2) The Messenger of Allaah # said: “When the people of Shaam
become corrupt then there will be no good in you, and there will not
cease to be a group from my Ummah who are victorious and are not
harmed by those who forsake them until the Hour is established.”

3) Ibn al-Mubaarak said: “I say they are Ashaab ul-Hadeeth (People of
Hadeeth).”

4) Imaam al-Bukhaari said: “Ali bin Al-Madani said: ‘They are the
Ashaab ul-Hadeeth.” ”

5) Imaam Ahmad bin Hanbal said: “If this Victorious Group are not
the Ashaab ul-Hadeeth, then I do not know who they are.”

6) When Imaam Ash-Shafi’ee wrote to Imaam Ahmad, he said: “You
are more knowledgeable in hadeeth than me. So when an authentic
hadeeth comes to you then inform me about it, so that [ may act
upon it, whether it is from Hijaaz, Koofah, or Basrah.”

7) Verily the Ahl ul-Hadeeth, by the virtue of their competence in
the study of the Sunnah and what is related to it, are the most
knowledgeable people without exception, of the Sunnah of their
Prophet # and his character, his battles and what he achieved. So

6 Reported by Muslim.
27 Saheeh-Reported by Ahmad.
24
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the Abl-ul-Hadeeth, may Allaah gather us with them, do not
fanatically call to the saying of any individual, be he appointed,
important, elevated or lofty, except Muhammad # in contrast to
those who do not depend upon the Abl ul-Hadeeth, and do not act
upon the hadeeth.

Verily they fanatically call to sayings of their Imaams, (although
they forbade them from that) just as the Ahl-ul-Hadeeth fanatically
call to the sayings of the Prophet #£. So then, it is no wonder that
the Abl-ul-Hadeeth are truly the Victorious Group and the Saved
Sect.

8) Al-Khateeb Al-Baghdaadi said: “If only a person of rai’(opinion)
would occupy himself with that which would benefit him from the
sciences of the religion and studied the Sunnah of the Messenger %
of the Lord of the Worlds, he would find that nothing would enrich
him more than that. This is due to the fact that the hadeeth
comprises of knowledge and definition of the principles of tawheed,
and a clarification of what he came with from the aspect of the
rewards and the threats, the Attributes of the Lord of the Worlds,
information regarding the descriptions of Paradise, the Fire, and
what Allaah has prepared in them for the Muttageen (pious) and the
evil sinners and what Allaah has created in the heavens and the
earth.

Also in the narrations are stories of the Prophets, reports regarding
the abstemious, the Awliyaa (friends of Allaah) and those who give
eloquent exhortations, the speech of people of understanding, the
speech of the Messenger and his miracles. In it is tafseer (explanation
and commentary) of the Holy Qur’aan. It also contains glad tidings
and wise remembrances and the sayings of the Companions
regarding the rulings which are preserved from them.

Verily Allaah has made the Abl-ul-Hadeeth the pillars of the
Sharee’ah and by them He has destroyed every abominable
innovation. So they are those who are faithful to Allaah regarding

25
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His Khaleefah. They are the link between the Prophet # and his
Ummab and the ones who strive hard in the preservation of the
texts of the narrations. Their rays of light are luminous and their
virtues are well known, as opposed to every other group that tends
towards desires and condone opinion and adhere to it, except the

Ashaab ul-FHadeeth.

The Book of Allaah is the weapon of the Ashaab ul-Hadeeth and the
Sunnah is their proof and they belong to the party of the Messenger
of Allaah #8 and to him is their ascription, affinity and reference.
They do not give consideration to opinions and whoever causes
them to suffer will be destroyed by Allaah and whoever shows
enmity towards them will be abandoned by Allaah.””

Oh Allaah, make us from the Ahl ul-Hadeeth and give us sustenance
to act upon the hadeeth, grant us love of its people and aid the
mankind and jinn with the hadeeth.

% Sharf Ashaab ul Hadeeth by Imaam Al-Khateeb Al-Baghdaadi.
26
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Chapter Five
Tawheed & Its Categories

Tawheed is to single out Allaah alone for worship, for the sake of
which Allaah created the world. As Allaah says in the Holy
Qur’aan:

05453 3 35Ty S 35 6

I have not created the Jinn and Mankind except to
worship Me.>

(Worship here means tawheed in all types of worship and singling
out Allaah for supplication).

The following types of tawheed are derived from the Noble
Qur’aan:

1) Tawheed Ar-Rububiyab (Lordship) - This is the acknowledgement
that Allaah alone is the Lord and Creator. Verily, even the

unbelievers acknowledged this fact, but this did not cause them to
enter into Islaam. Allaah says:

o s S Ty i e 5 e
bl

If you were to ask them who created them, they
would say Allaah.*

22 Soorah Adh-Dhaariyaat: 56.
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Today the Communists completely deny the existence of the Lord,
so they are worse than the unbelievers of Jaahiliyah (the period of
ignorance before Islaam).

2) Tawheed Al-‘Ulubiyah (W orship) - It is the tawheed of Allaah with
all types of legislated worship, such as supplication, seeking help,
tawaaf (circulation of the Ka’bah), slaughtering, making vows etc...

This type of tawheed was the one rejected by the unbelievers and it
has been a source of dispute between the nations and their respective
Messengers since the time of Nooh up to the time of Muhammad
#. Most of chapters in the Noble Qur’aan emphasise tawheed of
worship and upon calling to Allaah alone. So in Soorah al-Faatihah
we read:

You alone do we worship, and You alone we ask for
help.*!

The meaning of which is: We single You out for worship, then we
supplicate to You, and You alone, and we do not seek help from
other than You!

Tawheed of worship includes singling Him out alone for
supplication to Him, and ruling by His Qur’aan and judging by that
which He has legislated. All of that is included in His Saying:

S ol Yy ) Y ol

% Soorah Az-Zukhruf: 9.
3 Soorah Al-Faatihah: 4.
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Verily! T am Allaah, none has the right to be
worshipped except Me, so worship Me.*

3) Tawheed Al-Asmaa was-Sifaat (Names and Attributes) -Itis to
have faith (eemaan) in everything that is found in the Noble
Qur’aan and the authentic narrations regarding the Attributes of
Allaah, by which He has described Himself and by which His
Messenger #2 described Him. It is to have faith in these Attributes in
a literal manner without tabreef (negation) and without ta’weel
(interpretation) and without fafweed (saying: ‘we accept the words
but are ignorant of their meanings’), such as istiwaa (Rising), nuzool
(Descending), yad (the Hands of Allaah) and His Maji’(His Coming)
and other than that from His Attributes.

We explain the Attributesin a way that is reported from the Salaf.
For example, the explanation of istiwaa has been reported from the
Taabi’een (students of the Companions) in Saheeh al-Bukhaari, that
it is elevation and rising in a manner which befits His Majesty.
Allaah says in the Qur’aan:

o) et by segh dlsaS”

There is nothing like unto Him, He is the All-
Knowing, the All-Seeing.

1) Tabreef(negation) - It is to change the meanings of the clear verses
and authentic narrations to another meaning which is false, for
example istiwaa (rising) to mean istawlaa (conquering).

2) Ta’teel (denial) -It is to deny and negate the Attributes of Allaah,
such as the Highness of Allaah above the Heavens, like the astray

32 Soorah Ta-ha: 14.
4 Soorah Ash-Shoora: 11.
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groups claim that Allaah is in every place. Far removed is He from
their lies.

3) At-Takyeef (asking how) - It is to ask “how?” regarding the
Artributes of Allaah and thus inquire into the manner ofit. So
regarding the Highness of Allaah above His Throne, it is not
comparable to His creation and no one knows how He is above His

Throne, except Allaah.

4) At-Tamtheel (likening) - It is likening the Attributes of Allaah
with the attributes of His creation. So it is not to be said: “Allaah
descends to the lowest Heaven in a similar manner as we descend.”

The hadeeth regarding descending is reported by Imaam Muslim in
his Sabeeb.

From the many lies attributed to Shaikh-ul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyah is
that he practised tashbeeh (likening). However, we do not find this
in his books, rather we find his rejection and rebuttal against
tamtheel and tashbeeh, may Allaah have Mercy upon him.

5) At-Tafweed (withholding) - The tafweed of the Salaf was to affirm
the meaning of the attribute and withhold with regard how the
attribute is without asking “how”. So Istiwaa for example is taken to
mean Highness, and no one knows how He is High above His
Throne except Allaah.

As for the tafweed of the Mufawidah * was to withhold in the

meaning and with regard to how the attribute is simultaneously, and
this opposition to what is reported from the Salaf, such as Umm
Salamah and Rabe’eah, the Shaikh of Imaam Maalik and Imaam
Maalik himself, since their statements agree upon the fact that
istiwaa is known and how it occurs is unknown and imaan (faith) in
it is obligatory and questioning about it is an innovation (i.e. asking
about how it occurs) this is because Imaam Maalik said to the one

* Those who practice this type of Tafweed.
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who questioned him about how it occurs that istawaa is known. So
how can one say that the asking about istiwaa is an innovation!
This is not possible.
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Chapter Six

The Meaning Of Laa Ilaaba Illa Allaab
“None has the right to be worshipped except Allaah”

In this testimony is a rejection of anything that is worshipped other
than Allaah and a confirmation of the Oneness of Allaah.

1) As Allaah, the Most High, says:
A 4y y e

Then know that there is no deity worthy of being
worshipped except Allaah.*

Then knowledge of it with its meaning is obligatory and it takes
precedence over the rest of the pillars of Islaam.

2) The Prophet % said: “ Whoever says Laa ilaaba Illa Allaab sincerely,
will enter Paradise.” ¢

The truly sincere person is the one who understands it and acts
upon its requirements and calls others to it and gives it precedence
over all other issues, because it is the concise formula of tawheed, on
account of which Allaah created the human beings and jinn.

3) The Messenger of Allaah £ said to his uncle Abu Taalib, when he
was approaching death: “O wuncle, say Laa ilaaba Illa Allaah, a

% Soorah Muhammad: 19.

3% Reported by Al-Bazzaar and declared authentic by Shaikh Al-Albaani in

Saheeh ul-Jami’.
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statement by which I can plead on your bebalf before Allaab. But his
uncle refused to say Laa ilaaba illa Allaah.>

4) The Prophet # remained in Makkah for thirteen years and called
the Arabs to say Laa ilaaha Illa Allaah, but their response was
reported in the Qur’aan:

PO T 11 0y 90 U8 (4l S et B 1
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They wonder that a warner (Prophet Muhammad)
has come to them from amongst themselves! The
unbelievers say 'This (Prophet) is a sorcerer, a liar.

Has he made many gods all into One Ilah (Allaah).
Verily this is a strange thing!*

The Arabs understood the meaning of it, and that whoever says it
could not call on other than Allaah, so they abstained from it and
refused to say it. As Allaah, the Most High, said regarding them:

Bio ol i @0 s 080 T 1538 &1 0
ik

They said: Are we going to abandon our gods for the
sake of a mad poet? Nay! He has come with the
truth, and he confirms the Messengers (before
him).”

¥ Reported by Al-Bukhaari and Muslim.
* Soorah Saad: 4-5.
* Soorah As-Saafaat: 36-37.
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The Prophet # said: “ Whoever says ‘Laa ilaaba Iila Allaah’ and rejects
whatever is worshipped besides Allaah, then bis wealth and blood are
safe and his reckoning is left with Allaah the Mighty and Majestic.”*

The meaning of the hadeeth is that the pronunciation of the
Shahaadah (testification) necessitates that he disbelieves in and rejects
every act of worship directed to other than Allaah, such as
supplication to the dead, etc.. Indeed it is strange that some of the
Muslims say Laa ilaaba illa Allaab with their tongues, but contradict
its meaning by their actions and supplications to other than Allaah.

5) Laa ilaaha illa Allaah is the foundation of tawheed, Islaam and the
methodology for a complete and perfect life. By its guidelines, it
ascertains the correctness of every type of worship for Allaah. That
happens when the Muslim submits and surrenders himself to Allaah
calls upon Him alone and rules by His Law to the exclusion of all
other systems of law.

6) Al-Haafidh Ibn Rajab said: “The word flah means the One Who is
obeyed and not defied, out of one’s sense of awe and reverence,
love, fear and hope, placing one’s trust in Him, asking from Him
and supplicating to Him. And all of this is not befitting except for

Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.

So, whoever sets up from the creation partners with Him in any of
the aforementioned matters, which are special for the One worthy
of worship, then that is a degradation and a retractment of his
sincerity in his saying: La ilaaha illa Allaah. He has worshipped the
created to the extent that he directed these matters towards it.”

7) The Prophet %2 said: “ Urge those of you who are on their deathbeds
to say: Laa ilaaha illa Allaab; for verily, whoever’s last words are Laa

# Reported by Muslim.
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ilaaha illa Allaah, will eventually enter Paradise even if be bas to go
through (before that) whatever (punishment) be has to go through.”*

“Urging” as mentioned in the hadeeth is not the mere repetition of
the shahadah “Laa ilaaha illa Allaak” in the presence of the dying
person, as some people have understood of it, rather it is to instruct
him to say it. The proof for that is the hadeeth narrated by Anas bin
Maalik: “Allaab’s Messenger visited a (dying) man of the Ansaar and
said to him, ‘Uncle, say Laa ilaaba illa Allaah.” The Ansaari asked, ‘Do
you consider me a maternal uncle or a paternal uncle?’ The Prophet &
said, ‘A maternal uncle.’” The man said, ‘Then it is better for me to say
Laa ilaaba illa Allaah.’ The Propbet, said, ‘Yes.””+

8) The word Laa ilaaha illa Allaah will benefit the one who says it if
he conforms to its meaning in his life, and does not nullify it by
associating partners with Allaah, such as supplicating to the dead or
calling upon the living who are absent. This can be compared to
wudoo (i.e. ablution, which puts one into a state of purity) which is
nullified by urination, defecation, etc.

The Prophet % said: “Whoever says ‘La llaaba illa Allaah’, it will be
his salvation someday, no matter what befalls him before that.” +

# Reported by Ibn Hibbaan and authenticated by Shaikh Al-Albaani in
Saheeb-ul-Jami’.
*2 Reported by Ahmad with an authentic chain of narrators.

* Reported by Al-Baihaqi and declared authentic by Shaikh Al-Albaani.
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Chapter Seven

The Meaning Of Mubammad-ur-Rasoolullab
“Muhammad # Is the Messenger Of Allaah”

It is to believe that Muhammad bin Abdullaah was sent as a
Messenger from Allaah. So we believe and affirm what he informed
us about, we obey him in that which he ordered us, in that which
he prohibited and restrained us from, and we worship Allaah in the
manner he prescribed for us.

1) Abul-Hasan Ali An-Nadawi said in his book An-Nabuwwabh: “The
first call and the greatest objective of all the Prophets, in every time
and every situation was the rectification of the belief of people
regarding Allaah, the Most High, and the rectification of the prayer
between the servant and his Lord.

The Prophets called to sincerity to the religion of Allaah, to single
out Allaah alone for worship and that He is the Sole Dispenser of
benefit and harm, the only One worthy of worship, supplication,
the One worthy of seeking refuge with and sacrificing for Him
alone. Their campaigns were concentrated and directed towards
idolatry in their times; which was exemplified in the worship of

idols and statues and the righteous holy-men from among the living
and the dead.”

2) Allaah addressed His Messenger in the Qur’aan:

P 8y 5y 1
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Say (Oh Muhammad): I possess no power to benefit
or hurt myself except as Allaah wills. If I had the
knowledge of the unseen, I should have secured for
myself an abundance of wealth, and no evil should
have touched me. Iam but a warner, and a bringer
of glad tidings unto people who believe.*

The Prophet # said: “Do not evaggerate in praising me as the
Christians exaggerated in praising the son of Mary (‘Eesaa), for verily, I
am only a slave, so say the slave of Allaah and His Messenger.”*

The exaggeration referred to in the hadeeth is excessive praise, so we
may not supplicate to him instead of Allaah as the Christians did
with ‘Eesaa bin Maryam and hence they fell into shirk by
worshipping 'Eesaa along with Allaah. Rather, the Prophet %
instructed us that we should say: Muhammad, the slave of Allaah
and His Messenger.

3) True love of the Messenger is by obeying him in supplicating to
Allaah alone and by not supplicating to other than Allaah, be it a

Messenger or a saint. The Messenger £ said: “ When you ask then ask
Allaab and when you seek belp then seek belp from Allaah.”*

Whenever he was anxious or grieved, he # used to say: “Oh the
Everliving and the Everlasting (Allaab), by Your Mercy Iseek Your
Aid.”¥

May Allaah have mercy upon the poet who said about true love:

“If your love was true you would have obeyed him,

4 Soorah Al-A’raaf: 188.
% Reported by Al-Bukhaari.
4 Hasan Saheeh-Reported by At-Tirmidhi.
47 Hasan-Reported by At-Tirmidhi.
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Verily the lover is to the beloved obedient.”

So, among the signs of true love for the Prophet #£ is to love the call
to tawheed by which he commenced his mission and also to love
those who call to tawheed and fight shirk.
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Chapter Eight
You Alone Do We Worship & From You
Alone Do We Seek Help

1) The scholars of Arabic have mentioned that Allaah, the Most
High, has placed the maf ool behee (You alone) before the fi’l (action)
(we worship and we seek help from You) to single out the worship
for Him alone and to single out seeking help from Him alone. So
these actions are restricted for Him alone.

2) Verily this verse which a Muslim reads seventeen times in his
obligatory prayers is the essence of Soorah al-Faatihah, which is the
essence of the whole Qur’aan.

3) The worship in this verse generally contains all types of worship
such as prayer and making vows, slaughtering and especially
supplicating, in accordance with the saying of the Prophet #&:
“Supplication is worship.”*

So just as the prayer is worship and it is not permissible to offer it to
a Messenger nor to a saint, then similarly, supplication is worship
and it is to be directed to Allaah alone.

Allaah, the Most High, says

ek A ogd T gr g8 g e R
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# Hasan Sahech-Reported by At-Tirmidhi.
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Say: I call upon my Lord and do not make shirk with
Him at all.*

4) The Prophet % said: “ The supplication of Dhin Noon (Yunus) when
be supplicated while he was in the belly of the fish was:

—————
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‘None has the right to be worshipped but You,

Glorified be You (above all the evil they associate
with You) Truly, I have been one of the wrong-

doers.’s®

Never does a Muslim call with it, except that Allaah answers him.”5!

4 Soorah Al-Jinn: 20.

% Soorah Al-Anbiyaa: 87.

51 Al-Haakim authenticated it and Adh-Dhahabi agreed.
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Chapter Nine
Seeking Help From Allaah Alone

The Prophet % said: “When you ask, then ask Allaah and when you
seek belp then seek belp from Allaah.”>

1) Imaam An-Nawawee and Al-Haithamee said in the explanation to
this hadeeth, regarding its essence: “When you seek help for the
affairs of the world and the Hereafter, then seek help from Allaah;
especially in the affairs in which there is no power with anyone
other than Allaah, such as curing diseases and seeking provisions
and guidance, and this is what Allaah has particularised for Himself
alone. Allaah, the Most High, said:

B ) 4 G W ey A LS O

If Allaah touches you with harm none can remove it
but He.>*

2) Whosoever desires a proof and evidence, then the Qur’aan is
sufficient for him and whosoever desires to seek help, the Allaah is
sufficient for him, and whosoever desires an admonition, then death
is sufficient for him, and whosoever is not satisfied with anything
from these, then the Fire will suffice him, as He, the Most High,
says:

o1t K, il it

52 Hasan Saheeh-Reported by At-Tirmidhi.
53 Soorah Al-An’aam: 17.
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Is Allaah not sufficient for His slave?>*

3) Shaikh ‘Abd ul-Qaadir Al-Jeelaanee said in Fath-ur-Rabbaanee:
“Ask Allaah and do not ask other than Him. Seek help from Allaah,
and do not seek help from other than Him. Woe to you, with
which face will you meet Him tomorrow? You contend with Him
in the world, turning away from Him, and approaching His
creation thus associating partners with Him. You submit your needs
to them and you rely upon them in your important matters.
Increase the ways and means between yourself and Allaah, for
verily, if you stop that, then it is foolishness. There is no king, or
authority, no self-sufficiency and no might except with Allaah, The
Mighty, The Majestic, turn towards Allaah, without the creation.”
(Which is to turn towards Allaah by calling upon Him alone
without any intermediary through the creation).

4) The Legislated form of seeking help is that you seek help from
Allaah in your difficult circumstances.

The form of seeking help which is shirk is that you seek help from
other than Allaah, such as the Prophets and the pious dead or the
living who are not present, for they do not possess the ability to
benefit nor harm and they cannot hear the supplication and even if
they could hear, they would not be able to answer us. As is related
in the Qur’aan about them, regarding this fact.

As for seeking help from the living who are present, in what power
they have, like building mosques or fulfilling needs or other than
that, then it is permissible in accordance with the saying of Allaah,
the Most High:

Sy I o 1 45

34 Soorah Az-Zumar: 36,
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Co-operate with one another in righteousness and
piety.>

The Prophet % said: “In Allaab is support for the slave as long as the
slave is supporting his brother.”

From the examples of the permissible type of help which can be
sought from the living is the statement of Allaah, the Most High:

0506 1 ol B s n ol a0

The man of his own party asked him for help against
his foe.5’

And the saying of Allaah, the Most High, regarding the search of
Dhul-Qarnain, who said:
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So help me with strength (of men).5*

55 Soorah Al-Maa’idah: 2.
3 Reported by Muslim.

37 Soorah Al-Qassas: 15.
38 Soorah Al-Kahf: 95.
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Chapter Ten
The Most Merciful Ascended Over His
Throne

The verses of the Qur’aan, the authentic narrations of the Prophet

% and the statements of the Salaf clearly confirm the Highness of
Allaah above His creation:

1) As Allaah, the Most High, said:

To him ascend all the goodly words and the
righteous deeds exalt it.>

2) Allaah, the Most High, said:
o) 3590y B £ 1 et 3 4l

From Allaah, the Lord of the ways of ascent. The
angels and the Rooh ascend to Him.®

3) Allaah, the Most High, said:
S ES ¥ b oA B
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Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High.*'

% Soorah Al-Faatir: 10.
% Soorah Al-Ma’aarij: 3-4.
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4) Allaah, the Most High, said:
5 i o i
The Most Merciful Ascended® over His Throne.5

Istiwaa is “Highness and Rising” as has been mentioned in the
Tafseer of Imaam At-Tabaree.

5) Imaam al-Bukhaari related in Kitaab ut-Tawheed from Abul-
‘Aaliyah and Mujaahid regarding the explanation of lstawaa: “It is
His Highness and Rising.”

6) The Messenger of Allaah #& gave a sermon on the day of ‘Arafah
in his Farewell Hajj, and said: “Have I not conveyed? They said: ‘Yes.’
He then raised his finger to the sky and directed it towards them and
said: Oh Allaah, bear witness.”

7) The Prophet # said: “Verily, Allaah wrote in a Book before He
created the creation ‘Verily My Mercy bas preceded My Anger’ and it is
written with Him abouve the Throne.”®

8) The Prophet £ said: “Do you not trust me when I am trusted by the
One Who is above the Heavens? He gives me news of the Heavens
morning and night.”®

! Soorah Al-A’laa: 1.
2 Ascending over the Throne has been repeated seven times in the Qur’aan

which indicates its importance.
3 Soorah Ta-Ha: 5.

o Reported by Muslim.
% Reported by Al-Bukhaari.
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9) Imaam al-Awzaa’ee said: “We and the many Taabi’oon say:
Verily, Allaah, the Glorious, has mentioned that He is above His
Throne, and we believe in what is proved by the Sunnah regarding
His Attributes.”®”

10) Imaam ash-Shaafi’ee said: “Verily, Allaah, the Most High, is
above His Throne, above His Heavens. He draws near to His
creation how He wishes and Allaah Descends to the lowest heaven
how He wishes.”®®

11) Abu Haneefah said: “Whoever says: ‘I don’t know if my Lord is
above the Heavens or on the earth’, has committed disbelief, due to
Allaah’s saying:

S A e o
The Most Merciful Ascended over His Throne.®”

and His Throne is above the seven Heavens. And if one says that
He is Above the Throne, but he says: ‘I don’t know if the Throne is
above the Heavens or the earth.” Abu Haneefah said: ‘He is a
unbeliever due to his denial of the fact that He is above the
Heavens, and whoever denies that He is above the Heavens then he
has committed disbelief due to Allaah being Higher than the highest
heavens, and He is called upon from the highest point and not from
the lowest.””"

o Reported by Al-Bukhaari and Muslim.

o7 Reported by Al-Baihaqi with a Saheeh chain of narratorsin Fath ul-
Baaree.
 Reported by Al-Hakamee in ‘Ageedat us-Shafi’ee.

% Soorah Ta-Ha: 5.
"V Sharh ‘Ageedat ut-Tabawiyyah (p.322) of Ibn Abil-Izz Al-Hanafi.
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12) Imaam Maalik was asked about how the istiwaa of Allaah above
His Throne is, he replied: “Istiwaais known, how it actually is, is
unknown, belief in it is obligatory and questioning it is an
innovation (i.e. about how it is). So expel this innovator.”

13) It is not permissible to explain istiwaa (ascending) with the
meaning of istawlaa (conquering) due to the fact that there is no
proof for that from the Salaf, since their way was safer, more
knowledgeable and wiser.

Ibn Qayyim Al-Jawziyyah said: “Verily, Allaah commanded the
Jews to say ‘Hittd so they said ‘Hintd' and changed it. And Allaah
has informed us that He istiwaa (ascended) over the Throne, so the
Muta’awiloon’ say istawlaa (conquered), so see the similarity of their

letter laam, which they have added on to it, with the letter noon
which the Jews added on.”"

71 Those who give false interpretations to the meanings of the Attributes of
Allaah.
72 Quoted in Adwaa wul-Bayaan by Imaam Muhammad Ameen Ash-

Shangeeti.
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Chapter Eleven
The Importance Of Tawheed

1) Verily, Allaah has created the world and everything in it in order
to worship Him alone. He sent the Messenger to call the people to
tawheed and the Noble Qur’aan is concerned with the ageedah of
tawheed in most of its chapters, and it explains the harm of shirk for
the individual and the society. Shirk is the reason for destruction in
this life and the reason for eternal destruction in the Fire of the
Hereafter.

2) Verily, all the Messengers began their call with tawheed, which
they were commanded by Allaah to convey it to the people. He, the
Most High, said:
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We have not sent before you from the Messengers,
except We inspired to him that He is the only One

worthy of worship, so worship Him.”

The Messenger of Allaah # stayed in Makkah for thirteen years
while he called his people to the tawheed of Allaah and he called to
Him alone without associating anything with Him. It was regarding
this issue that Allaah revealed the following verse to His Noble

Messenger #&:
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73 Soorah Al-Anbiyaa: 25.
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Say: Verily I call to my Lord and I do not ascribe any
partners to Him at all.”™*

The Noble Messenger # brought up his followers upon tawheed
from the time of childhood and he #2 said to the son of his uncle,
his cousin ‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Abbaas: “ When you ask, then ask Allaab,
and when you seek belp, then seek belp from Allaah.”” This tawheed is

in reality the religion of Islaam, which is built upon it, and anything
other than it is not accepted by Allaah.

3) Verily, the Messenger # taught his Companions to begin their
call to the people with tawheed, so he said to Mu’aadh ibn Jabal,
when he # sent him to Yemen: “So let the first thing you call them to,
be the testification that none bas the right to be worshipped except
Allaah”? And in another narration: “...that they worship Allaah
alone.”*

4) Tawheed is embodied in the testification that “None has the right
to be worshipped except Allaah, and Muhammad is the Messenger
of Allaah.” Its meaning is that there is no one who is worthy of
deserving worship except Allaah, and there is no worship except
that which the Messenger of Allaah came with. It is this testification
which allows a unbeliever to enter into Islaam, since it is the key to
Paradise, and the one who testifies to it and believes it enters into
Paradise as long as he does not invalidate it by shirk or a word of
disbelief.

5) The disbelieving Quraish offered the Messenger of Allaah #
kingship, wealth and wives and other than that from the pleasures
of this life in exchange for him abandon the call to tawheed, and

7 Soorah Al-Jinn: 20.
> Hasan Saheeh-Reported by At-Tirmidhi.

7 Reported by Al-Bukhaari and Muslim.
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abandon the attacks against the idols. However, he did not desire
that from them, rather he continued his call and endured the
onslaught along with his Companions, until the call to tawheed was
victorious after thirteen years, after which Makkah was conquered

and the idols were destroyed. The Messenger of Allaah 3% recited:
6445 08 Jbdi 01 Jbidi gagy Godi s 5,

Truth has come and falsehood has vanished, surely
falsehood is ever bound to vanish.”

6) Tawheed is the preoccupation of a Muslim in his life, so he begins
his life with tawheed and he ends his life with tawheed. His rask in
life is to establish tawheed and the call to tawheed, since tawheed
unifies the believers and gathers them upon the statement of
tawheed.

So we ask Allaah to make the statement of tawheed (Laa ilaaba illa
Allaah) our last words in this world and we ask Him to gather the
Muslims upon the statement of tawheed.

77 Soorah Al-Israa: 81.
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Chapter Twelve
The Excellence Of Tawheed

1) Allaah the Most High says:

585 gl i i 7l

O yligh

Those who believe and do not mix their belief with
dbulm, they are those upon whom is security and
they are the rightly guided.”™

From ‘Abdullaah ibn Mas’ood, who said: “When this verse was
revealed, some Muslims began to grieve, and said: “Which of us does
not do dhulm (oppression) to his soul?’” The Messenger of Allaah %
said: “It is not that, verily it is shirk, have you not bheard the saying of
Lugmaan to his son:

o Gl 7 Oy iy 3,253 (G

Oh my Son! Do not make shirk with Allaah. Verily,
shirk is a great dbulm.”” *

This verse gives glad tidings to the believers, those who single out
Allaah alone for worship, those who do not mix their belief with
shirk. Rather, they are far from it, they have complete security from

8 Soorah Al-An’aam: 82.

" Soorah Lugmaan: 13.

80 Reported by Al-Bukhaari and Muslim.
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the punishment of Allaah in the Hereafter and they are the rightly
guided in this world.

2) The Prophet # said: “Imaan consists of sixty something branches,
the highest of them is the saying ‘Laa ilaaha illa Allaab’, and the lowest
of them is to remove something harmful from the road.”®'

3) Shaikh ‘Abdullaah Khayaat mentions in his book entitled Daleel
ul-Muslim Fil I'tiqaad wat-Tat 'heer. “Because of the human nature of
man and due to his lack of infallibility, his feet slip and he falls into
disobedience to Allaah. When he is from the people of tawheed,
pure from the blemishes of shirk, and he singles out Allaah alone for
worship, and he is sincere in saying ‘Laa ilaaha illa Allaak’, it
becomes the greatest factor for his happiness and an expiation for
his sins and an elimination of his evil deeds, as hascome in the
hadeeth of the Messenger of Allaah #8: “ Whoever testifies that none
has the right to be worshipped except Allaah, alone without any partners
and that Mubammad is His slave and His messenger, and that ‘Fesaa is
a slave of Allaah, and a Word delivered to Maryam and a Spir