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Publishers Note

Dear Readers,

Islam is the religion of truth revealed for the benefit of
mankind for all times, all nations and all places. Islam
regulates the course of life to bring peace in this world and
eternal success in the Hereafter.

In this book, all the important and fundamental aspects
of Isldim are described in an easy form of questions and
answers so that the basic concept may be inscribed in the
minds of the readers.

Darussalam feels great pleasure and honor in
publishing this book according to its high traditions and
standards. I am especially thankful to Mr. Shakil Ahmad
As-Salafi, Hafiz Abdul Matin Rashid, Mr. Azmat Ullah,
Mr. Ameen Arman, Mr. Ageel Walker and Dar Al-Khair
of Jeddah for the special tasks of translation, title making,
pasting, composing, proofreading and checking it with the
original Arabic Book written by Mr. Muhammad bin Jamil
Zino.

Abdul Malik Mujahid

General Manager
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In the Name of Alldh,
The Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful

All praise is due to Alldh, we praise Him and seek His
help, and beg His forgiveness. We seek refuge in Alldh
from the evil of our souls and from the wickedness of our
deeds. Whoever is guided by Alldh cannot be led astray,
and whoever He leads astray will find no one to guide
him.

I bear witness that none has the right to be worshipped
but Alldh, Who has no partner, and 1 bear witness that
Muhammad is His servant and Messenger.

These are some important questions about Islamic
Doctrine which I have answered, mentioning the proof-
texts from the Qur’dn and correct and authenticated
Ahddith (true traditions and sayings of the Prophet #) so
that the reader may be satisfied with the correctness of the
answers. This is necessary because the Doctrine of Alldh’s
Tawhid (Monotheism, Oneness) 1s the foundation of man’s
happiness in this world and in the Hereafter.

I ask Alldh to benefit the Muslims with this work and to
make it purely for His sake.

Muhammad bin Jamil Zino
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I. THE PILLARS OF ISLAM

Q.1 The Angel Gabriel (Jibreel) said: “Oh
Muhammad, tell me about Islam.”

A.  The Prophet 4 answered: Islam is:

1. To bear witness that none has the right to be
worshipped but Alldh and that Muhammad is the
Messenger of Alldh (and that he was sent by
Alléh to teach us His religion).

2. And to establish 4s-Saldh (prayer) — (that is to
perform it correctly with sincerity and humility).

3. And to pay Az—Zarl\uc?h.1

4. And to observe Sawm (fasting) during the month
of Ramadhdn — (by avoiding food, drink and
sexual intercourse from dawn to dusk).

5. And to perform Hajj (to make pilgrimage to the
House of Alldh — the Sacred Mosque at
Makkah where the Ka‘bah is located) if heis
able to do so (i.e. make the journey).

(Muslim)

' A certain fixed portion of the wealth and each and every kind of

property liable to Az-Zakdh owned by a Muslim to be paid yearly for
the benefit of the poor in the Muslim community. The payment of
Az-Zakdh is obligatory, as it is one of the five pillars of Islam.

7
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II. THE PILLARS OF FAITH

Q.1 The angel Gabriel (Jibreel) then said: “Tell me
about Imdn (Faith).”

A. The Prophet # answered: “Faith is to believe in:

1. Alldh
[That He is the Creator and that only He has the
right to be worshipped, and that He has Names
and Attributes (referred to in the Qur’4n and
Sunnah) and that:

Crifizi st 248 5y

‘There is nothing like unto Him and He is the
All-Hearer, All-Seer.” (42:11)]

2. His Angels
(Creatures made of light, invisible to us, and
created by Alldh. They perform certain duties
assigned to them.)

3. His Books
(The Torah, the Gospel, the Psalms, and the
Qur’an which confirms and fulfills them.)

4. His Messengers
[The Prophets sent to mankind. The first of the
Messengers was Noah and the last was
Muhammad (peace be upon them all).]

5. The Final Day
(The Day of Resurrection when mankind will
be judged.)
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6. And to believe in Allah’s Decree (Qadar), both
the good and the evil thereof.
(To be content with the fate which Allah has
decreed for us, while taking the precautions and
seeking the legal causes that lead to the desired
purpose.)”

(Muslim)
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III. HUMAN BEINGS’ DUTY TO ALLAH

Why has Alldh created us?

Allah has created us to worship Him alone and to
worship none other besides Him. The proof is
Allah’s saying:

e N RN A A

“And I (Alldh) created not the jinns and humans
except that they should worship Me (Alone).”
(51:56)

The Prophet # said:
2 0 - . ; . ° ” 4 a
4:\_,5)..1'.; Y ta_,:l.;.a.‘n_ ol .\L,:)\ubwl >

Pl

[de 51 o

:  BA.Y

-

“Mankind’s duty to Allah is to worship Him alone

and not associate anything as a partner with Him.”
(Al-Bukhdri and Muslim)

What is worship?

Worship is a comprehensive term which includes
all sayings and actions which are loved by Alldh
and pleasing to Him; such as invocation, 4s-Saldh
(prayer), humbling oneself before Him, etc. As
Allah, the All-Mighty says:

L SN AP IS I IR < P AT R

“Say (Oh Muhammad #): Verily, my Saldh
(prayer), my sacrifice, my living, and my dying are

10
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for Allah, the Lord of the ‘Aldmin (mankind, jinns
and all that exists).” (6:162)

The Prophet # said: “Allah says:
Lo &l Sl oty b &) D58 L

o g8 o2 PO a/’ gy s‘//:
[ I tms E0us] . tade o7l

‘My slave does not draw near to Me with anything
more beloved to Me than what I have enjoined
upon him.”” (41-Bukhdri)

How do we worship Allah?

We worship Him as He and His Messenger # have
commanded, as Alldh says:

L S50 AL A e 5 e )
{ .’5 el

“Oh you who believe! Obey Alldh, and obey the
Messenger (Muhammad #%) and render not vain

your deeds.” (47:33)

The Prophet # said:
35 3 Ul e 5l A8 e
[l 4155]

-

“Whoever does any deed (in religion) which our
matter is not in accordance with, it is rejected.”
(Muslim)

11
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Q.4 Should we worship Allih with fear and hope?

A.  Yes, thatis how we should worship Him as He has
commanded His servants:

€ PIC s d -
él:...!a_, ‘af- :)}95[’ }
“...And invoke Him with fear and hope...” (7:56)
The Prophet # said:

T |

] ] -l { l’ bl P < ’a’
(35500 351 GBI Do ay 3,205 <ESd Gl JLh

“I beseech Alldh to grant me Paradise, and I seek
refuge in Him from the Hell-fire.” (4bu Dawid)

Q.5 What is Ihsin (perfection in worship)?

A.  Ihsdn (perfection in worship) is to be conscious of

Allah during worship. As Allah said:
% o . /,é',” Hiz < e 7]
€l IS, Oy Ore S il

“Who sees you (Oh Muhammad #£) when you stand
up (alone at night for Tahajjud prayer). And your
movements among those who fall prostrate (along
with you to Alldh in the five compulsory
congregational prayers).” (26:218, 219)

The Prophet # said:

0“ .’ 2 ” L fﬁ” s /,,’ :ﬁ ’:

5SS o3 0 ol LTS Wl XS of ol
P 25

[k 2551 B S5 A7

“Ihsdn (Perfection in worship) is to worship Alldh
as if you are seeing Him, and even though you
cannot see Him, verily He is seeing you.” (Muslim)

12
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IV. FORMS AND BENEFITS OF TAWHID

Q.1 Why did Allah send the Prophets?

A. He sent them to call mankind to His worship and to
reject the worship of anything besides Allah, as the
All-Mighty says:

Ayred

o - z -~ ;" -
A BT VSl Jes o 05 1

“And verily, We have sent among every Ummah
(community, nation) a Messenger (proclaiming):
‘Worship Alldh (alone), and avoid (or keep away
from) Tdghit (all false deities, etc.; do not worship
Taghit besides Allah)’...” (16:36)

The Prophet # said,

1 e % - - 0 » 4, % - ’.’ -
[ale 58 E3us] (A1) P‘ai*"-’ e Ay
“The Prophets are brothers...their religion is one.”

(Al-Bukhdri and Muslim)

Q.2 What is the affirmation of Alldih’s Oneness as
Lord? (Tawhid Ar-Rubiibiyyah)

A. It is to affirm the uniqueness and exclusiveness of
His works, creation and direction of the affairs (of
the universe), etc.

As Allah, the All-Mighty says:

SN APvced b
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“All the praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the
‘Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists).” (1:1)

The Prophet 4 said:

(e 521 ooV wlpeldl &5 &b
“You are the Lord of the Heavens and the Earth...”
(Al-Bukhdri and Muslim)

Q.3 What is the affirmation of Allih’s Oneness as
the Only One to be worshipped? (Tawhid Al-
Ulithiyyah)

A. It is to devote to Him exclusively all our worship
like; supplications, invocations, sacrifice, vows,
prayer, hope, fear, seeking help, trust, etc. As Alldh
says:

€2 )\”')\,.'JLA\ J% 5 "8) 015

“And your lldh (God) is One Ildh (God — Allah) Ld
ildha illa Huwa (there is none who has the right to
be worshipped but He), the Most Beneficent, the
Most Merciful.” (2:163)

The Prophet # said:

" ” & M

RSN v 3] ¢2365 6 331 (S
(e i)

“Let the first thing you invite them to do is to
testify that none has the right to be worshipped but
Allah.”

14
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(19

In another version in Al-Bukhdri: “...to assert
Allah’s Oneness.” (4/-Bukhdri and Muslim)

Q.4 What is the affirmation of Alldh’s Names and
Attributes? (Tawhid Al-Asma’ was-Siffat)

A. It is to affirm Alldh’s Attributes as He Himself

described them in His Book and as His Messenger
#% described Him (Allah) in the authentic Ahddith.
It is to believe that they are true, without explaining
them by other than their real meaning (7a 'wil),
anthropomorphizing them (7gjsim), comparing
them to the creation (Tamthil), negating them
(Ta'til) or attempting to explain how they are
(Takyif).
Such as the matter of (His) ascension (above the
Throne), or (His) descent (to the first heaven) or
(His) Hand, which are appropriate for Allah’s
Perfection.

Allah says:

Y P (T $& 44
éé—f-ﬁte--”ﬁ_} ‘\._3“‘5‘-,\—‘:(&:‘! ¥
“There is nothing like unto Him and He is the All-

Hearer, the All-Seer.” (42:11)

The Prophet # said:
° = Do s - i P
WA LU ) 35 < bl d}-ﬂ
[ 455 Fen)

“Allah descends each night to the first heaven.”
(Ahmad and it is authentic)

15
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(That is: He descends in a way befitting His
Majesty, which is unlike the action of any of His
creations.)

Q.5 'Whereis Alldh?

A. Alldh is over the Throne (which is) above the
(seventh) heaven. As Allah says:

L XIS

“The Most Beneficent (Alldh) Istawd (rose over)
the (Mighty) Throne (in a manner that suits His
Majesty).” (20:5)

(That is: He raised Himself above it.)
The Prophet # said:

5 AR ,}ad ?; Fal (e e €
... GBI GG O 5 gis i b
L&, 455 (i G aile 2y

“Allah wrote out (all things) in a Book before He

created the creation...it is written with Him above
the Throne.” (4Il-Bukhdri)

Q.6 Is Allah with us?

A. Allah is with us through His Knowledge (of all
things). He hears and sees us, as He says:

é ./).,,- T # me

-5\ c—:-u\ Lh—‘/—'—uo‘_g.t\ l;liy‘_]b ?)
“He (Allah) said: Fear not. Verily, I am with you
both, Hearing and Seeing.” (20:46)

16
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Q.7

A.

The Prophet # said:

(4-01.&:‘51) ﬁr.i;; }th:uj A Juv.gl)l
[ o135]

“...You call upon the One Who hears, Who is near,
and is with you (i.e. through His Knowledge).”
(Muslim)

What is the benefit of affirming Allih’s Oneness
(Tawhid)?

It is salvation from eternal punishment in the
Hereafter, right guidance in this world, and
forgiveness for sins. Allah, the All-Mighty says:

k"'l o 2y Lo
f;'-\llr’..l : ”UI,UmH.._..a[ l,f...n.b 1) '1;...1;‘_;,0\
f}/ s} A

'Oy gs s
“It is those who believe (in the Oneness of Alldh
and worship none but Him alone) and they do not
mix their belief with Dhulm (wrong, ie. by
worshipping others besides Allah), for them (only)
there is security and they are guided.” (6:82)

The Prophet 4 said:
. d ] ’-/ = °z =
o 3,89 5ol Vi o s 50
[¢~L;> ey ] ((L...uo

“The slaves’ right on Allah is that He will not
punish those who do not associate anything as a
partner with Him.” (4/-Bukhdri and Muslim)

117
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V.  CONDITIONS FOR ALLAH’S
ACCEPTANCE OF OUR DEEDS

Q.1 What are the conditions for the acceptance of
our deeds?

A.  They are three:

1. Belief (Faith) in Allah and affirmation of His
Oneness, as Alldh says:

S8 K @i BE Gl
Z55 >

&35 ol

“Verily! Those who believe (in the Oneness of
Alldh — Islamic Monotheism) and do righteous
deeds, shall have the Gardens of Al-Firdaws
(Paradise) for their entertainment.” (18:107)

The Prophet # said:

i B k] g: & u,"ﬂ’:
[ a135] (sl o5 b A J»
“Say: ‘I believe in Allah and thereafter, be

upright (i.e. consistent obedience to Alldh and
performing of good deeds).”

2. Sincerity (lkhlds), which is to do deeds for
Alldh’s sake only, neither seeking praise from

fellow-beings, nor to have repute among them.
Allah says:

€M Tr 2 12D
“So, call you (Oh Muhammad # and the

believers) upon (or invoke) Alldh, making
(your) worship pure for Him (alone) (by

18
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worshipping none but Him and by doing
religious deeds sincerely for Alldh’s sake only
and not to show off and not to set up rivals with
Him in worship).” (40:14)

The Prophet # said:
(g5 Laldd B Y] ) Y36

[25 550 435 ]
“Whoever sincerely testifies that none has the
right to be worshipped but Alldh shall enter
Paradise.” (AIl-Bazzdr and others, and it is
authentic.)

3. That they should be in accordance with the
teachings of Alldh’s Messenger 4%, as Alldh
says:

G st

“...And whatsoever the Messenger
(Muhammad #) gives you, take it, and
whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it)...”
(59:7)

The Prophet # said:
&5 5 Gl 2 50 G2 Jez o
[+ $35] (J3%s 522 D

“Whoever does any deed (in religion) which

our matter is not in accordance with, it is
rejected.” (Muslim)

[That is: it will not be accepted (by Alldh).]

19
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Q.1
A.

MAJOR SHIRK (ASH-SHIRK AL-AKBAR)>
AND ITS MANIFESTATIONS

What is major Shirk?

It is to devote any of the forms of worship to another
besides Alladh, such as supplication, invocation,
sacrifice, etc. The proofis Allah’s saying:

L:Gf Nt PGy 1.2 Aes A
b Cldas s ) Ny claiy Y G 4 \9));,-3&\.33{, P

\ZECURH|
“And invoke not besides Alldh, any that neither
profit you, nor harm you, but if (in case) you did
so, you shall certainly be one of the Dhdlimiin

(polytheists and wrongdoers).” (10:106)
The Prophet 4 said:

o ’ﬂ )_ { ” g ] /o ’,. o7
RN Geiey Al Binsy s s
R a‘: 5. ’I’

[H...:o al_,)] “.)JJ.'” ;;LG":-,

“The greatest sins are joining others with Alldh in
worship, disobedience to parents and to give false

evidence.” (Muslim)

What is the greatest sin with Allah?

The greatest sin with Alldh is to commit major
Shirk. The proof is Allah’s saying in which He
recalls the words of Lugmaén to his son,

% Shirk implies ascribing partners to Alldh by worshipping others

besides Him or ascribing divine attributes to others besides Him,
and believing that the source of power, harm, and blessings comes
from another besides Allah.

20
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“Oh my son! Do not associate partners with Allgh.
Verily, associating partners with Alldh is great
Dhulm (wrong) indeed.” (31:13)

When Alldh’s Messenger # was asked which is the
greatest sin, he answered:

[4-1-9 ]“Jﬂ.l?}h_g‘.btw J.-:Jd\))
“To ascribe partners with Alldh even though He
alone created you.” (A/-Bukhdri and Muslim)

Does Shirk exist among Muslims today?
Yes, it does exist. The proof is Alléh’s saying:
P e %, 2 » E I Ik
éojfdr:.JYlﬁnbp.hj\és‘ 5Ly }’
“And most of them believe not in Alldh, except that

they attribute partners (unto Him, i.e. they are
Mushrikiin — polytheists).” (12:106)

The Prophet 48 said:
J-‘L:-; u—>'-14 ;4 LE«L.‘.JI "’ “" U
:'.:’ ;—’IL’

“The Doomsday will not occur until some trlbes of
my Ummah (Islamic nation) have joined the
idolaters and until idols will be worshipped (among
them).” (At-Tirmidhi, and it is authentic.)

[é_;.g’,’m AP S KA

21
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Q.4 What is the ruling concerning praying
(supplicating) to the dead or those who are
absent?

A.  Praying to them is a form of major Shirk, as Allah says:

T Agr s P #K LR o
éd_\au\.{n\t’:é '}‘g@iﬁh\t%}b

“Invoke not with Alldh another Zldh (god) lest you

be among those who receive the punishment.”
(26:213)

The Prophet 4 said,
GBI 325 15 A 033 e 428 325 SG G
[ 310135 ]
“Whoever dies while he is calling upon another besides
Alléh shall enter the Hell-fire.” (4/-Bukhdiri)

Q.5 Issupplication a form of worship?

A.  Yes, supplication is worship, as Alldh says:

€ -
Az > /" . Ao

Rt = 2
ol ) N Sl Bl

55 3653
o 5. {)z: > - PV .’ = =,
€D sl e e LG 52 59,8555

“And your Lord said: Invoke Me (ask Me for what
you need), I will respond to your (invocation).
Verily those who scorn My worship (i.e. do not
invoke Me) they will surely enter Hell in
humiliation!” (40:60)

The Prophet # said:

# G S e {’/ﬂz 172t
[l 505 365 gy 21351 GG A STEAID

22
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“Supplication is worship.” (At-Tirmidhi, and it is
good and authentic.)

Q.6 Do the dead hear our supplications?
A. No, they do not hear, as All4h said:

"'"’//

)-4
é _)"‘" du‘c—wu\ 49
“...But you cannot make hear those who are in the
graves.” (35:22)
Ibn ‘Umar # said: The Prophet # stood at the

graves of the idolaters at Badr and recited,

USSP
“...So have you found true what your Lord
promised (warnings, etc.)?” (7:44)
Then he said,

Gl G baeg SV

“Verily they hear what I am saying now.”

When this was mentioned to ‘Aishah = & -, she
said: The Prophet £ only said,

“d‘"‘” ot F.GJ "Tg....SLAUT &U}c-l.nJ c.)\ﬂ’h

“Now they certainly know that what I used to tell
them was the truth.”

She then recited (this verse): <d—"] 1 C““y “-U )
“You cannot make the dead to hear...” (27:80)

23
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‘_;;- ‘:dﬂ (.:Gl::- » L.T.-.;.bd\ ‘5}‘_’ aals dl.i_,

” - ot e S0
8 -y dasd g t‘:,;..in...a:_, L>c.:.: r@&wi
[ é)l.;ql oly,] «1.’0‘..143

Qatadah, the narrator of this Hadith (from Ibn
‘Umar) said: “Alldh brought them to life to make
them hear the words of the Prophet as a rebuke,
humiliation, punishment, grief and remorse.” (4/-
Bukharr)
This Hadith teaches:
1. That these idolaters slain (at Badr) were caused to hear
temporarily by the Order of Alldh. This is proven by
the Prophet’s saying:

10 paens O "..331»

“Verily they can hear now...”, which implies that later
they will no longer hear, as Qatddah, the narrator of
the Hadith said: “Alldh brought them to life to make
them hear his (the Prophet’s) words as a rebuke and
humiliation...”

2. ‘Aishah’s refutation of Ibn ‘Umar’s version that the
Prophet # did not say:

xhsiia g el JG o Oty

“They hear” but rather he said, “Now they certainly
know” was based on the verse:

‘(u}:ﬁ SN Gl

24
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“Verily, you cannot make the dead to hear...” (27:80)

3. The versions of Ibn ‘Umar and ‘Aishah can be
reconciled in the following manner:

The fact is that the dead cannot hear, as is plainly
stated in the Qur’an. However Alldh brought to life the
idolaters slain (at Badr) miraculously for the
Messenger’s sake, so that they could hear him —as
Qatadah, the narrator of the Hadith states — and Alldh
knows best.

25
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VII. TYPES OF MAJOR SHIRK

Q.7 Should we seek help from those who are dead,
or from those who are not present?

A. No, we should not seek their help, rather we should
seek the help of Allah, as He says:

v}.}/ s o Ao - P e 7P )

O\_J‘,A-L‘(-hjl.‘-liu)d& AM\U_)JL,‘U_"JU\_J‘ Iy
/}/’}’ E3 i // -'/
‘u_r-uo \.)J_).’.—J _,sL,ajJ\Gu_,.a

“Those whom they (the idolaters) invoke besides
Allah have not created anything, but are themselves
created. (They are) dead, lifeless, and they know
not when they will be raised up.” (16:20,21)

S e st A e e
e SRS 0S5
“(Remember) when you sought help of your Lord
and He answered you.” (8:9)

The Prophet # prayed:

z ~
<%

P s L S—
dagel Bizis, 5 G 45

[&da 21 oly) Has]
“Oh Ever-Living, Self-Subsistent, upon Whom all

depend, I seek help by Your Mercy.” (At-Tirmidhi,
and it is good.)

Q.8 Is it permitted to seek help from any other
besides Alldh?

A. No, it is not permitted. The evidence is Alldh’s

saying:

26
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Q.9
A.

'Rl

€ d00X055H0 »

“You (alone) we worship, and You (alone) we ask
for help (for each and every thing).” (1:5)

The Prophet 4 said:

s EEEL I.s__, b wbu st m»
[C:'t""":f"‘"db-’ ‘_:;.’1.:,51 o135]

] /’

ﬁwl..

“If you ask, ask of Alldh, if you seek help, seek
help from Allah.” (4¢-Tirmidhi, who said it is good
and authentic.)

May we seek help from the living?

Yes, in the matters in which they are able (to help),
as Alléh says:

4 f ;,,, }
“...And help one another in A/-Birr (goodness,

virtue) and Ar-Taqwd (righteousness and piety)...”
(5:2)

The Prophet # said:
o= A OLS L (Al oys o Gl
[aled 3350 (w038

“Alldh helps His servant as long as the servant
helps his brother.” (Muslim)

&
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Q.10

A.

Q.11

A.

Is it permitted to swear oaths (make vows) to
any other besides in the Name of Allah?

No, it is not permitted to swear oaths exceptin
Alldh’s Name, as Alldh mentions the words of
Mary’s mother:

& ""UL,‘;L.JL;;&\
“Oh my Lord! I have vowed to You what (the child
that) is in my womb to be dedicated for Your

services (free from all worldly work; to serve Your
Place of worship).” (3:35)

The Prophet 4 said:

O 5305 Ly okl @ pld O 535
[5)523550 taan 6 (Loany
“Whoever vows to obey Alldh should obey Him,

and whoever vows to disobey Him should not
disobey Him.” (Al-Bukhdr)

Is it permitted to sacrifice in any name besides
the Name of Allah?

No, it is not permitted. The proof is Alldh’s saying:
LG Ja »

“So turn in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice (to
Him only).” (108:2)

(To sacrifice is to slaughter an animal for food in
Alldh’s Name.)
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The Prophet # said:
[PLsi55] «.wl f...l c;a u» &l L,,,.J»

“Allah curses whoever sacrifices (or slaughters) in
any name other than Allah.” (Muslim)

Q.12 Is it permitted to circumambulate any other
structure besides the Ka‘bah?

A. No, itis not permitted to circumambulate any other
structure besides the Ka‘bah, as Allah says:

> *A - / L ¥
‘éu.-*:‘“ %":‘.-JL’!)’ 9’
“...And circumambulate the Ancient House (the
Ka‘bah in Makkah).” (22:29)
The Prophet # said:
58 05 585 o B ey Sb o

o 1 o

[d.;’_-'u’- E;ﬂ ol9) C.ou.o] {(M_)

“Whoever circumambulates the House (the
Ka‘bah) seven times and (then) prays two rak ‘ahs
(units) of Saldh (prayer), it is as if he has freed a
slave.” (Ibn Mdjah, and‘it is authentic.)

Q.13 What is the ruling in Islim concerning (the
practice of) magic/sorcery?

A. The practice of magic/sorcery is considered
rejection of faith (Kuft), as Allah said:

a1 N AR 58 e AN
“...But the devils disbelieved, teaching men

magic...” (2:102)
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The Prophet 4 said:
39 T R TR W A AR N
[ 355 E3asdi] €L S 2d0

“Avoid the seven grave sins; associating partners
with Allah, magic...” (Muslim)

Q.14 Should we believe the claims of fortunetellers
and soothsayers?

A.  No, we should not believe them, as Allah says:

€.

NI o520 31057

“Say: ‘None in the heavens and the earth knows the
Ghaib (unseen) except Allah...”” (27:65)

The Prophet # said:

e it 2

2 b ’97' '-ﬁ’ —/’"
Lo jaS s ¢ J 5 Layaddoas  Lals 1 (Bl%e 1oy
e - = " ’ ‘,:
[e-10155 7] (Wesn Jed 5!
“Whoever goes to a fortuneteller or a soothsayer
and believes what they say, has rejected (or
disbelieved) what was revealed to Muhammad.”
(Ahmad, and it is authentic.)

Q.15 Does anyone have knowledge of the unseen?

A. No, no one but Alldh alone has knowledge of the
unseen. Alldh says (referring to Himself):

19} -
S Lo Lt PR P -
| SO S A W A P P

“And with Him are the keys of the Ghaib (all that is
hidden), none knows them but He.” (6:59)
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Q.16

A.

Q.17

A.

The Prophet # said:
L 355 5251 Wl Y] Lol 21 O

“No one has knowledge of the unseen except
Allah.” (At-Tabardni, and it is good.)

What is the ruling in Isldim concerning applying
non-Islamic laws?

Abiding by the laws which are contrary to Islam
and accepting them as superior to Isldmic Laws is a
rejection of Faith (Kufr). Allah says:

PR RPNk O Py

“And whoever does not judge by what Alldh has
revealed, such are the Kdfirtin (ie. disbelievers — ofa
lesser degree, as they do not act on Alldh’s Laws.” (5:44)

The Prophet # said:

o ‘i - 5”
l |'J )
o ”a’ 0 z o gl
(o (..g..»i.; &l LJ"" Y} <ol Jy
[:;;—j >l u'?‘ a|_,) u...o-]
“When the leaders do not rule by Allah’s Book (Qur’én)
and choose (laws and legislations) from that which Alldh

has revealed, Alldh will cause conflict among them. (/bn
Majah and others, and it is good.)

La..o lJJ.a-...:_, uuﬂ L_JL&

— \

What if Satan tempts us with the question:
“Who created Allah?”

If Satan tempts you with this question you should
seek refuge in Alldh, as Allah says:
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Abu Yunus
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“And if an evil whisper from Satan tries to turn you
away (Oh Muhammad %) (from doing good, etc.),
then seek refuge in Allah. Verily, He is the All-
Hearer, the All-Knower.” (41:36)

Allah’s Messenger # taught us to resist Satan’s
deceptions by saying:
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'_’.ni_, -14.>-Lq ‘-..L.IJ ._g)l:-;.”u}o))b“ A;‘:’:..,a.” ual.»-\h

(3313
“I believe in Allah and His Messengers. He is
Allah, (the) One. Alldh As-Samad (The Self-
Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures need). He
begets not, nor was He begotten; and there is none
co-equal or comparable to Him.” Then to spit over
the left shoulder three times, then seek refuge from
Satan and cease (whatever is causing you doubt).
Then verily this (evil prompting) will go away.
(Summary of Ahddith collected by Al-Bukhdri,
Muslim, Ahmad and Abu Déawid.)
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Q.18

One should say in response to this question that
Alldh is the Creator and that He has not been
created. To make this easier to understand, we may
say for example:

One comes before two, and nothing (zero, which is
nothing) comes before one. Alldh is One, and
nothing comes before Him. As the Prophet said'

[r.l..: :|_,J] (( " :-duu }{3 L)_’Y‘ k_._|| r_s_,U“)

“Oh Alladh, You are the First and there is nothing
before You.” (Muslim)

What were the beliefs of the idolaters in Arabia
before Islam?

They used to pray to saints to earn their pleasure
and intercession. Alldh says (referring to their
beliefs):

s A Aprr 0 ACZ, T

\T,"{ P-b.x...:u u ’:L/J_’_,‘ «.AJ_)} - [PEPARK )LL]"_,
e
\ IR Rwae]
“And those who take Awliyd’ (protectors and

helpers) besides Him (say): “We worship them only
that they may bring us near to Alldh.”” (39:3)

s AR~ Y, o}})/ )} i

c—ﬁ_pd-‘ Y ‘w‘ \._JJ-“ 8 o \_.-)_)
L, /} Fr/) P

Flakls N3 }4—’_’

“And they worship besides Alldh things that hurt
them not, nor profit them, and they say: ‘These are
our intercessors with Allah.’” (10:18)

éﬂ\.x_.&
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Some Muslims also seek the intercession of saints,
thus imitating the idolaters.
Q.19 How do we eliminate (all traces of) Shirk?

A.  Shirk cannot be completely eliminated unless we
exclude the following:

1. The belief that others share in Alldh’s works, such
as the (Sufi) belief that there are men called Qurtub

(ki) who regulate the universe, even though Alldh
asked the idolaters:

AL o R<d o
S NGL AP
“And who determines the affairs?™” They (the

idolaters and polytheists) will say: Allah.” (10:31)

2. The belief that others have the right to be

worshipped, such as supplicating to the Prophets
and saints for help, etc. Allh says:

L W SR AR

“Say (Oh Muhammad #): ‘I invoke only my Lord
(Alldh alone), and I associate none as partners
along with Him.” (72:20)

Allah’s Messenger # said:
{&ow s J63 C;J.«,Jl A «o;,l_‘ﬂ )f. 230
“Supplication is worship.” (At-Tirmidhi who said it
is good and authentic.)

2 The belief that others share in Alldh’s Attributes,

such as the belief that the Prophets or saints have
knowledge of the unseen. All4h says:
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Q.20

Bis % . R 02 A s e R
N CE NG 3 Y S 9

“Say: None in the heavens and the earth knows the
Ghaib (unseen) except Alldh.” (27:65)
Anthropomorphism  (Tashbih), comparing Allah’s
Attributes to humans, such as one who says: There must
be a mediator between humans and Allah, to whom we
address our prayers, just as one cannot meet the ruler or a
higher authority (of a nation) except through a mediator.
This is comparing the Creator to His creation, which is a
form of Shirk. Allah says:

g oSS S B
“There is nothing like Him...” (42:11)
Alléh also says:

5 = {./) AP o it /’,'." - -
L SR A IS A R
“If you join others in worship with Allah, (then)

surely (all) your deeds will be in vain, and you will
certainly be among the losers.” (39:65)

If one repents and eliminates these practices of
Shirk and worships Allah alone, he will once again
become a true believer in the Oneness of Alldh. Oh
Allah, let us be among those who worship You
alone, and do not make us be idolaters.

What are the dangers and punishments of Ash-
Shirk Al-Akbar?

Ash-Shirk  Al-Akbar condemns one to eternal
damnation in Hell-fire, as All4h says:
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Q.21

\
»
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“Verily, whosoever sets up partners in worship with
Allah, then Allah has forbidden Paradise for him, and the
Fire will be his abode. And for the Dhdlimiin (polytheists
and wrongdoers) there are no helpers.” (5:72)

The Prophet 4 said:

R L A "
e 4351 GBI o3 s w0 3 8% o1 S
“Whoever meets Allah associating anything with
Him will enter the (Hell) Fire.” (Muslim)

Are good deeds of any benefit to one who
worships others besides Allah?

No, good deeds are of no benefit to those who
worship others besides Alldh. Alldh says
concerning the Prophets:

GAIBE AL LIET Y
“But if they had associated partners with Allah, all
that they used to do would have been of no benefit
to them.” (6:88)

The Prophet # said: Alldh says:

- - - - o _ ° % & - ’, '3 . ’f: “e

p W J».G N Lﬂ}:—“ oF f;LSJ..:,.H u:"" H)]
27, a- ,':..-:’ " — ’/:
W53 S5 wgpb & oo 2

[P 335 3 35us]

“I have no need of partners. Whoever does any

deed in which he associates partners with Me, I

reject him and his Shirk (act of associating partners
with Allah).” (Hadith Qudsi, reported by Muslim.)

—N
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Q.1
A.

VIII. MINOR SHIRK (ASH-SHIRK AL-ASGHAR)
What is Ash-Shirk Al-Asghar?

Minor Shirk (Ash-Shirk Al-Asghar) is to worship
Allah so as to be seen by others. Alldh says:

B 4 5V VLD S B O 1A 5 A P
- oA
(\rJujzAU

“So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord,
let him work righteousness and associate none as a
partner in the worship of his Lord.” (18:110)

The Prophet # said:

e B B 2ol SUT L Gy i S

[Rs] 355 il GE2N

“What I fear most for you all is Shirk Asghar
(minor Shirk) — Ar-Riya’ (performing worship to be
seen by others).” (4hmad, and it is authentic.)

Included in Ash-Shirk Al-Asghar is the saying:
“Were it not for so-and-so, and it is Alldh and so-
and-so’s will.”
The Prophet # said:
A & 4 =, ¥ -2 B L Wy S 2 8.
I‘}J“ OS.‘_} cOMe ;L:., cadl Lala l,l‘ a5
¥ -8

AR IIA B NE AL e AW A

/

“Do not say: ‘It is the Will of Alldh and so-and-so,’
rather say, ‘It is the Will of Alldh and then because
of so-and-so0.”” (4hmad, and it is authentic.)
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Q.2

A.

Q3

Is it permitted to swear by other than Alldh’s
Name?

No, it is not permitted to swear by another name
besides Alldh. Allah says:

CAART wsr 4o 2h
A5 ERY
“Say: Yes! By my Lord, you will certainly be
resurrected.” (64:7)

The Prophet # said:

e Vo -

PRy [ IRV TR TN F A

“Whoever swears by anyone other than Alldh, has
associated partners with Alldh (i.e. has committed
Shirk).” (Ahmad, and it is authentic.)

The Prophet # said:

“Whoever must take an oath should swear by Alldh
or keep silent (i.e. he should not swear).” (Al-
Bukhdri and Muslim)

Swearing by the Prophets or saints is a major form
of Shirk, if one believes that the saint has power to
harm him. So we should refrain from taking such
an oath, as this too is a major sin resulting in severe
punishment.

Should we wear good luck charms (like a thread or
ring) believing that they have healing powers?
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A.

Q.4

A.

No, we should not wear them, since Allah says:
&= 1 o - el o P 7 & s 7
€ w15 Gslea i e AT ol ¥
“And if Allah touches you with harm, none can

remove it but He.” (6:17)

Hudhaifah saw a man wearing a thread (or bracelet)
around his hand (or arm) to cure fever, so he cut the
thread reciting Alléh’s Words:

“And most of them believe not in Alldh except that they
attribute partners (unto Him) (i.e. they are Mushrikiin—
polytheists).” (12:106) (Ibn Abi Hatim)

Should we attach beads or shells, etc., to our
clothing to protect us from the evil eye?

No, we should not do that for protection from the
evil eye. Allah says:

&AL G L S s P

“And if Alldh touches you with harm, none can
remove it but He.” (6:17)

The Prophet 4 said:

P
/0,

“Whoever wears an amulet has committed Shirk.”
(Ahmad, and it is authentic.)

(An amulet — any object worn with the belief that it
provides spiritual protection.)
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Q.1

IX. INTERCESSION

Through what may we seek intercession with
Allah?

1. The permitted and desired form of intercession is
to supplicate to Him by His Names and Attributes,
and by righteous deeds, and by seeking the
blessings of the righteous (who are living). Allah
says:

ARSI &5

“And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belong to
Allah, so call on Him by them.” (7:180)

Allah also says:
€ AL S G b

“Oh you who believe! Fear Alldh and seek the
means of approach (4/-Waseelah) to Him.” (5:35)

In his commentary on this verse Ibn Kathir
mentioned a Hadith narrated by Qatadah that the
Messenger # said:

" s P i P . 8 » B - 7 ﬂ;
(G oy ESED 3 B ool S SULLD
Uizt 335 e

“I ask You by all Your Names, with which You

have named Yourself.” (4hmad, and it is
authentic.)
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And another Hadith in which he # said to one of
his companions who asked to be with him in
Paradise:

[t 053] 3l a0, GLE I Zeh

“(You can) help me to help you in this matter by
making frequent prostrations (non-obligatory
prayers).” (Muslim)

Or follow the example of the three persons who
were trapped in a cave (by a fallen boulder) then
they prayed to Alldh mentioning their righteous
deeds and Allah removed the rock and they were
able to get out.

It is permitted to pray for intercession to Alldh by
mentioning our love of Him or the love of the
Messenger # and pious persons, since our love for
them is also considered an act of righteousness.

2. Forbidden forms of intercession: Praying to the dead,
asking them for provisions and help, as is being done
today. This is a major form of Shirk, as Allah says:

L T Ie}-/’// . T T A
b ClE b S ¥y dais YL i o oa g5 Y5 &

€onhlT52 )

“And invoke not besides Alldh, any that neither

profit you, nor hurt you, but if (in case) you did so,

you shall certainly be one of the Dhdlimin
(polytheists and wrongdoers).” (10:106)

3. As for praying to Allah by the Jdh (rank, majesty and

dignity) of the Messenger #, such as saying: “Oh

Lord, by the Jdh (rank, majesty and dignity) of the
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A.

Messenger, heal me.” This is a heresy (Bid ‘ah)
which was not practiced by the Prophet’s
companions. When ‘Umar (during his caliphate)
sought the prayers of ‘Abbés — the Prophet’s uncle —
as his closest living relative, he did not pray (for
rain) seeking the intercession of the Prophet # after
his death.

Prayer such as this could lead to Shirk if it is
believed that Alldh needs a human mediator like
with a human prince or ruler, since this is comparing
the Creator to His creation.

Imam Abu Hanifah said:

L 2 o7

Ll Ol O Ssh (Tl ST OG,

“I dislike supplication to Alldh through (or by)
anyone other than Allah.” (4d-Durr Al-Mukhtdr)

Does any supplication to Alldh require a human
intermediary?

No, a prayer does not require a human
intermediary, as Alldh says:

= A e
§ 2,008 F e\ NS B

“And when My slaves ask you (Oh Muhammad #)
concerning Me, then (answer them), I am indeed
near (to them by My Knowledge)...” (2:186)

And the Hddith of the Prophet #:

aha, W, W L L s b i
ﬂr_i:ua LY L"l{’ Lw.:g-u O godd r.gé»
[pLo2 2155 [eelsy 1

42

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



Q3

A.

Q.4
A.

“Verily you all are calling upon One Who hears all
and is near, and He is with you (by His
Knowledge).” (Muslim)

Is it permitted to ask for the prayer of those who
are living?
Yes, it is permitted to ask for the prayer of those

who are living, but not from those who are dead.
Alléh said to the Messenger (when he was alive):

& R (T T P Al e
L SRR ATHSI A SN Ja iy ¥
“And ask forgiveness for your sins, and also for

(the sins of) the believing men and believing
women...” (47:19)

A Hadith related by At-Tirmidhi says: A blind man
came to the Prophet # and asked: “Pray to Alldh to
heal me.”

What is the mediation of the Messenger 3£?

The mediation of the Messenger # is the
transmission of Alldh’s Message. Allah says:

&}.: e B Py
o EOLITEILH T Y
“Oh Messenger (Muhammad #)! Proclaim (the

Message) which has been sent down to you from
your Lord...” (5:67)

In response the companions testified saying [during
the farewell Hajj (pilgrimage)]:

- Vg 0 - % 8,0~
[Ls 31550 €&l 28 ST dgain

-

“We bear witness that you have transmitted (the
Message of Alldh).”
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The Prophet # said: .
3
“Oh Allah, bear witness.” (Muslim)

Q.5 From whom may we seek the Messenger’s %%
intercession?

A. We may seek the Messenger’s # intercession from
Alldh alone, as Alléh says:

oAzt 2
L SR P
“Say: To Alldh belongs all intercession...” (39:44)
The Prophet £ taught his companions to pray:
""—":,,-,5 P o ~ . 95-151’
[l Hom D63 &awyd 3351 (25 dnad r,.;.U!»

“Oh Alldh, grant him (the Prophet #) intercession
for me.” (A4t-Tirmidhi who said it is good and

authentic.)
The Prophet # also said:

3 0 # ,r- 0 oo W N z-': ? k4 %
[t 2550 (B2

“I have withheld my prayer for intercession for my
Ummah (followers) until the Resurrection Day, so

— if Allah wills — it will be granted to whoever dies
among my followers without associating anything

with Allah.” (Muslim)
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Q.6 May we request the intercession of the living?

A.  We may request the intercession of the living in our
worldly affairs only, as Alldh says:

5 A G 8 idufa”” ARSI
3;{%&,,,, l///

“Whosoever intercedes for a good cause will have
the reward thereof, and whosoever intercedes for an
evil cause will have a share in its burden...” (4:85)

The Prophet # said:

[355. 51 335 fmle] €155 55 133a
“Intercede for others and you will be rewarded.”
(Abit Dawiid, and it is authentic.)

Q.7 Should we be excessive in our praise for the
Messenger #?

A. No, we should not be excessive in our praise for
him, as Allah said to the Prophet #:

4.3’15\}(&\ tf\ju ;{L:;j:'(j"[:\ B3

“Say (Oh Muhammad #): I am only a man like
you. It has been inspired to me that your /ldh (God)
1s One /ldh (God —i.e. Allah).” (18:110)

The Prophet 4 said:

Lt -

(s St 3Ll oibl 1S c..s’-’.)'l" ¥
«4_15_3;.33 b de b..b.n.o e Ui L3
[L.;_:-uLh.J' eb_}]

45

Www.IslamicBooks.Website




“Do not exaggerate in praising me as the
Christians did for the son of Mary, for [ am only a
servant. So say (he is) Allah’s servant and
Messenger.” (41-Bukhdri)

(Exaggerated praise of a human being is called: “/trd”)
Q.8 Who was the first human creation of Allah?

A.  The first human created by Alldh was Adam, and
the first thing created was the pen. Allah says:

Conk o 0 B 61 5KH0D 5 06

“(Remember) when your Lord said to the angels:
Truly, I am going to create man from clay.” (38:71)

And as the Prophet 4 said:

,‘: 0 e ’. T P n,,’
(t;_;’lj.: e Bl 630 cp3l 43 V‘ﬂs»

“You are all the children of Adam, and Adam was
created from dust.” (4l-Bazzdr)

The Prophet # also said:

A\

"

/:o ’& P ¥ ”; s

Ll Gl G J51 op
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[Cf-",w{f“"db-’ C-g.:l.:J:Jb 33"’_}!‘ o35]

“The first thing created by Alldh was the pen.”
(Abfi Dawiid and At-Tirmidhi who said it is good
and authentic.)

Regarding the Hddith:
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“The first thing that All4h created was the light of
your Prophet, oh Jabir.”

It is a forgery, which contradicts the Qur’an
Sunnah, reason and revelation. As-Suy(ti said of it:
This (Hadith) has no chain of narration. Al-
Ghamari said of it: It is a forgery. Al-Albani says:
It is rejected.
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Q.1

X. JIHAD (FIGHTING), WALA’ (LOYALTY)

AND HUKM (RULE)

What is the status of Jihdd for Allah’s sake in
Isldm?

Jihdd (fighting and struggle in the Cause of Alldh)
with one’s wealth, and speech, according to one’s
ability is obligatory in Islam. Allah says:

& R e DA Y Bl 15Ty
¢l gt

“March forth, whether you are light (being healthy,
young and wealthy) or heavy (being ill, old and
poor), strive hard with your wealth and your lives
in the Cause of Allah.” (9:41)

The Prophet 4% said:
, 53 .i/ ° e ,"-EI ° £ - o: “ 0 e s -
(S 45l oSG 5 50 dale
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“Fight against the idolaters with your wealth, lives
and speech.” (That is: according to your ability.)
(Abti Dawiid, and it is authentic.)

What is Wala’ (friendship, loyalty)?

Wald’ (friendship, loyalty) is love and help of the
faithful believers. Alldh says:

ST AL G B

48

Www.IslamicBooks.Website



“The believers, men and women, are Awliyd’
(helpers, supporters, friends, protectors) of one
another.” (9:71)

The Prophet % said'

( . o £ ‘
[VJ’..‘ ol J3]
“The faithful believers are as a brick structure, each

supporting the other.” (Muslim)

Q.3 Is seeking the friendship and help of the
disbelievers permitted?

A. No, seeking the friendship and help of the
disbelievers is not permitted. Alldh says:

-,Io ,l-/ ,1 ;z
‘-‘"r'c‘r'l,

“And if any amongst you takes them (the Christians
and Jews) as Awliyd’, then surely he is one of
them...” (5:51)

The Prophet # said:

44/ ol
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“The people of such-and-such clan (a tribe of

disbelievers) are not my supporters (Awliyd’).” (Al-
Bukhdri and Muslim)

Q.4 Who is a Wali (friend)?

A. A Waliis atrue believer, who fears and loves Alldh
very much. Allah says:
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“No doubt! Verily, the Awliyd’ of Allah, no fear
shall come upon them nor shall they grieve. (They
are) those who believe and fear Alldh much (by
abstaining from evil deeds and sins and by doing
righteous deeds).” (10:62,63)

The Prophet 4 said:
[l 520 ¢ a4 BLoh ca 215

“My only Waliis Alldh and the most pious among
the true believers.” (4/-Bukhdri and Muslim)
By what sources do the Muslims govern?

Muslims govern by the laws laid down in the
Qur'dan and authentic Ahddith (traditions and
actions of the Prophet). Alldh says:

"é PN A (‘Q\ u‘)

“And so judge (you Oh Muhammad #) between
them by what Allah has revealed...” (5:49)

Allah’s Messenger # said:
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“Oh my people, I am but a human being. (Soon)
my Lord’s Messenger will come to get me and I
must answer him. I leave with you two great things,
the first of them is Allah’s Book, containing

guidance and light, so take Alldh’s Book and hold
fast to it.”

He # urged them to act upon Alldh’s Book and
said:

fistdng (2 Jaly
“And my family.” (Muslim)

The Prophet # said:
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“I am leaving two things with you that as long as
you hold fast to them you will never go astray: The
Book of Alldh and the Sunnah (traditions, sayings
and actions) of His Messenger.” (Mdlik, and graded
authentic by Al-Albani and the checker of Jdami*
Al-Usool due to its supporting evidences.)
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XI. LIVING ACCORDING TO THE QUR’AN
AND HADITHS

Q.1 Why did Alldh reveal the Qur’in?

A. Alldh revealed the Qur’an so that it should be
applied to our day to day lives, as Alldh says:

St S JATIAK B

“[Say (Oh Muhammad #) to these idolaters (pagan
Arabs) of your folk:] Follow what has been sent

down unto you from your Lord [The Qur’an and
Prophet Muhammad’s Sunnah]...” (7:3)

The Prophet 4 said:

“Read the Qur’dn and apply it, and do not make
your living from it.” (4hmad, and it is authentic.)

Q.2 What is the status of applying authentic Hadiths
in Islam?

A. Applying authentic Ahadith is obligatory, as Alldh
says:

b;;ti:; E/, //,;‘,} A }).-/)1) ‘:'\’;:’}
“And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad #£)
gives you, take it, and whatsoever he forbids you,

abstain (from it).” (59:7)
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Allah’s Messenger #£ said:
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“You must stick to my Sunnah and the Sunnah of
my rightly guided successors. Hold fast to it.”
(Ahmad, and it is authentic.)

Q.3 Is the Qur’in alone sufficient for us without the
Hadiths?

A. No, the Qur’an alone is not sufficient without the
Hadiths. Allah said (to the Prophet ):
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“And We have sent down unto you (Oh
Muhammad #) the reminder and the advice (the
Qur’4n), that you may explain clearly to men what
is sent down to them, and that they may give
thought.” (16:44)

The Prophet 4 said:
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“Indeed I have been given the Qur’an and along
with it that which is like it.” (4bi#i Ddwid and
others, and it is authentic.)

Q.4 Should we give priority to other opinions over
the Word of Alldh and His Messenger?

A. No, we should not give other opinions priority over
the Word of Alldh and His Messenger, as Alldh

says:
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“Oh you who believe! Do not be forward (i.e.
hasten not to decide) before Alldh and His
Messenger #...” (49:1)

The Prophet 4 said:
-8 33 . _..'.a S T s -
(G Lani § Gdd elb Y
tiaat 55 fomll
“There is no obedience to the creatures, if it means
disobeying the Creator.” (4hmad, and it is authentic.)
Ibn ‘Abbés said:
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“I see that they will be ruined, (that) I say: ‘The

Prophet #2 said,” and they reply, ‘but Abli Bakr and
‘Umar said.”” (4hmad, and Ahmad Shakir graded it

authentic.)

Q.5 What should we do if we differ in the religious
matters?

A. We should refer to the Qur’an and authentic
Sunnah. As Alléh says:

s 4 :{_{:‘ " A%t St 2 s dsr s horse o
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“And if you differ in anything amongst yourselves,
refer it to Alldh and His Messenger #, if you
believe in Alléh and in the Last Day. That is better
and more suitable for final determination.” (4:59)

The Prophet 4 said:

g o235 6 1 Ls S Su L5

[L_,J};J‘ﬂ D) dlb o133) ud' ’3 4:‘:,3 ,w| uLS
“] am leaving two things with you, (and) you will
never go astray if you hold fast to them: Allah’s
Book and the Sumnah (traditions, sayings and
actions) of His Messenger.” (Malik, and Al-Albani
graded it authentic.)

Q.6 How do we demonstrate our love for Allih and
His Messenger?

A. We love Allah and His Messenger by obeying and
following their commands. Alldh says (to the

Prophet #£):
AR R APt TN
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“Say (Oh Muhammad # to mankind): ‘If you
(really) love Alldh then follow me (i.e. accept
Isldamic Monotheism, follow the Qur’dn and the

Sunnah), Allah will love you and forgive you your
sins. And Alldh is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”
{(3:31)
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“None of you have perfect faith until you love me
more than your father, son, and all of mankind.”
(Al-Bukhdri and Muslim)

Q.7 Should we give up deeds and rely only on fate?
A. No, we should not give up deeds, as Allah says:

| Yo Yrie ASARO 1Y Iy M I 2

“As for him who gives (in charity) and keeps his
duty to Alldh and fears Him, and believes in Al-
Husnd, We will make smooth for him the path of
ease (goodness).” (92:5-7)

The Prophet # said:
{[tdd.l:-]_,g_!",’) ¥ ¢ 1)1_Q_9|))
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“Work (do deeds), for everyone will find easy that
for which he was created.” (Al-Bukhdri and

Muslim)

He also said:
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“The strong believer is better and loved more by
Allah than the weak believer, though both are good.
Work hard for that which is beneficial for you and
seek Alldh’s help, and do not give up. If you are
stricken by misfortune do not say: ‘If only I had
done differently...,” rather say, ‘That is what Alldh
decreed and He does as He wills.” ‘If only’ opens

the door to Satan’s work.” (A/l-Bukhdri and
Muslim)

We learn from this Hadith that the believer whom
Alldh loves (most) is that one who has strong
belief, works hard for that which is beneficial and
seeks help from Alldh. He will do all that he can
with the help of worldly means. If thereafter he
does not achieve the desired effect, he has no
regrets, but is satisfied with that which Alldh has
decreed for him. He says:

s o 525 (::caw:;;;a,‘,»;sags;;»
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“And it may be that you dislike a thing which is
good for you and that you like a thing which is bad

for you. Alldh knows but you do not know.”
(2:216)
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XIl. SUNNAH AND BID‘AH (INNOVATION) IN
THE RELIGION (ISLAM)

Q.1 Are there good innovations in the religion
(Islam)?

A. No, there are no good innovations in the religious
matters. The proof is Alldh’s saying:

~

JJM:(;;}M ;in ;‘}ijxﬁir‘;“}
(b;//. 'J;:‘(J

“This day I have perfected your religion for you,
completed My favor upon you, and I am pleased
with Islam as your religion.” (5:3)

The Prophet # said:

”o)w 2
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“Beware of new things (in matters of faith) for
every new thing (in faith) is innovation, every
innovation is misguidance (error), and every

misguidance (error) leads to the Hell-fire.” (A4n-
Nasd'i and others, and it is authentic.)

Q.2 What is innovation in the religion (Islim)?

A.  An innovation in matters of religion is anything not
based on evidence from the Isldmic Law

(Shari‘ah). Allah said in rebuke of the innovations
of the idolaters:
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“Or have they partners with Alldh (false gods),

who have instituted for them in religion that which
Allah has not allowed?” (42:21)

The Prophet # said:
K:)}puuﬁJ G 13 l..J,o1u$u.L>-l g

[4,12 :,z:.-]

“Whoever adds something new in our matter
(religion of Isldm) which was not part of it, it will
be rejected.” (That is: It will not be accepted by
Allah.) (4l-Bukhdri and Muslim)

There are many different types of Bid‘ah

(innovations). Among them are:

(1) (Mukaffarah): Innovations which are
rejection of the faith of Isldm: Such as
praying to the dead or those who are not
present, and seeking their help by invoking
them. For example, saying, “Oh so-and-so,
help me,” to a person who is dead or absent.

(1)  (Muharramah): Forbidden innovations:
Such as asking Alldh’s favor through the
intercession of deceased saints, performing
Saldh at gravesites or taking oaths there,
and building tombs over them.

(iii) (Makrtihah): Disapproved innovations:
Such as praying Dhuhr (the noon prayer)
after praying Jumu ‘ah prayer, praying aloud
for blessings upon the Prophet # after the
call to prayer, etc.
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Q.3

Is there such a thing as Sunnah Hasanah in
Islam?

Yes, there is. Sunnah Hasanah are good practices
(such as giving charity) which are sanctioned by
the sources of Islam. Allah’s Messenger # said:

- -
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“Whoever introduces a good practice into Islam
will have the reward for it, and the reward of those

who follow his practice thereafter without
decreasing anything of their reward.” (Muslim)

When will Muslims be victorious?

Muslims will achieve victory when they apply the

Qur’dn and Sunnah again in their lives, spread the
teachings of Tawhid, avoid all the different forms
of Shirk, and confront their enemies with
everything at their disposal. Allah said:

S H L A ATy e sl e B

“Oh you who believe! If you help (the cause of)
Allah, He will help you, and make your foothold
firm.” (47:7)

Allah also says:
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“Alldh has promised those among you who believe,
and do righteous good deeds, that He will certainly
grant them succession (to the present rulers) in the
earth, as He granted it to those before them, and
that He will grant them the authority to practice
their religion, that which He has chosen for them
(ie. Islam). And He will surely give them in
exchange a safe security after their fear, (provided)
they (believers) worship Me and do not associate
anything (in worship) with Me.” (24:55)

The Prophet # said:
RS B TIIN

“Strength is archery (i.e. shooting).” (Muslim)
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XIII. THE PRAYER (INVOCATION)
WHICH IS ANSWERED
Allah’s Messenger # said:
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If a worshipper is struck by grief or sorrow and
says this prayer, Allah will drive away his grief and
sorrow and give him happiness in its place:

“Alldh I am Your slave, the son of Your male and
female slaves, my forelock is in Your Hand, Your
Decision is effective over me, and just is Your
Judgement. I ask You by each of Your Names by
which You have called Yourself or revealed in
Your Book, or which You have taught to one of
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Your creatures, or which You have chosen to keep
in Your Secret Knowledge, to make the Qur’an the
joy of my heart, the light of my eyes, the removal
of my grief and that which drives-away my sorrow,
thus replacing it with happiness.” (4Amad and Ibn
Hibbdn, and it is authentic.)

Prayer of Yinus (Jonah) in the belly of the whale:

“Ld ildha illa Anta [none has the right to be
worshipped but You (Oh Alldh), glorified (and
exalted) are You [above all that (evil) they
associate with You]. Truly, I have been of the
wrongdoers.” (21:87)

TIPSO IR A N E AR VI D
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“A Muslim man does not supplicate with this
prayer except that Allah will answer it.” (Ahmad
and others, and it is authentic.)

If the Prophet # was sorrowful he used to pray:

[f_s-’l-::,.ﬂ o|_)_) u...:-—]«wl ;L.o})) F}:.; U 2’.';- LE»

“Ever Living, Everlasting (Allah), in Your Mercy I
seek help.” (At-Tirmidhi and it is good.)
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