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'Say: Indeed My Lord has guided me to the 
Straight Path, the upright and true the 
religion of Abraham (lbraheem), the IJaneef 
(firm and true in Allah's worship and His 
Obedience) and he was not of the 
polytheists. Say: Verily, my prayer, my 
sacrifice, my life and my death are all for 
Allah the Lord of all the worlds. He has no 
partner (equal). With that I have been 
commanded and I am the first of those who 
submit.' 

[Surah al-An'am (6):161-3] 
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'Indeed actions are (judged) 
by the intentions (behind 
them) and every man shall 
receive (but) that which he 
intended. Thus he whose 
migration was for Allah and 
His Messenger, his 
migration was (in fact) for 
Allah and His Messenger 
and he whose migration was 
for the world, that he may 
take a portion of it; or for a 
woman, to take her in 
marriage, then his migration 
was for that for which he 
migrated.' 

(Reported by 
al-Bukhari from 'Umar ibn 

Al-Khattab) 
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Transliteration Guide 

w Bb .b Tt 
w Tt .I.:. Zi 
.::, Th th (as in think, throw) t or 

( Jj t Ghgh 

C Bh w Ff 

t Khkh J Qq 

.J Dd ~ Kk 

.J Dh dh (like th in this, that) J Ll 

.) Rr r' Mm 

.) Zz u Nn 

r_YJ Ss 0 Hh 

cY' Sh J Ww 

U"'° Ss I,! Yy 

U"'° O<;i ~ ' or ' glottal stop 

b Hh or Tt 

The three short vowel sounds made by the Arabic letter I and the 

symbols:.., _ and ~ are expressed by the letters a, i and u respectively. 
A a: denote -the long a vowel as in father; ii: the long u as in rule. 

6 
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Arabic Salutation Guide 

Following the mention of the Prophet Muhammad: 

f-,~..;..,~ Heaven's Salutations and the Peace of 

Allah be upon him. 

Following the mention of the companion(s) of the Prophet 

(f',~..;..,~: 
_,,;$-..;..,Ii,/; Allah be pleased with him. 

l,,;.r ..;..,Ii,/; Allah be pleased with her. 

~ ..;..,Ii,/; Allah be pleased with them both. 

f" ..;..,li.fi Allah be pleased with them all. 

Following the mention of the angels, prophets and messengers in 
general: 

(LL,)~ Upon him be the Peace and Protection of Allah. 

(LL,.)~ Upon her be the Peace and Protection of Allah. 

(LL,)~ Upon them both be the Peace and Protection of 

Allah. 

(LL,)~ Upon them all be the Peace and Protection of 

Allah. 

Following the mention of a deceased scholar: 
.J.Jt..., .. ~.J Allah's Mercy be upon him. 

7 
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Foreword 

All Praise is rightfully due to Allah alone. We praise Him, seek His 
aid and His forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah from the evils of our 
souls and the evils of our actions. Whomsoever Allah guides, there is 
none to misguide and whomsoever Allah misguides, there is none to 
guide. I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except 
Allah alone, without any partners and I bear witness that 
Muhammad (f-,~..;,cf') is His servant and Messenger. 

When Noah (Nuh rl)..)i..J-), the very first Messenger, was sent to his 

people, he was commanded to begin his call with the following: 

,, .. ... j ,,, .. .. , ,,. .,., ... __ • , , .. - .. I .,,. 

t>~ ~! ~ fJ L, J'JI ~~Ir~ 

'O my People! Make your worship for Allah alone. There is no 
other object of worship foJ: you besides Him.'1 

and likewise, HUd, ~lih. and Shu' ayb. In fact, this was the essence of 
the message of all the Messengers including the one sent to the whole 
world, Muhammad (f-,~..;,~). 

~f ~I ~_; ~I J~~ c:r -, 11 ·.; c:r U:..) t:~ 
.,,. .,,. .,,, ..,. ,# ., ., ,,. 

* ,,•--. -~. -,- - -¥u_,~L; L.:.I ':l! ~I'll 
- - -

'And We did not send any messenger before you (0 
Muhammad) except that We inspired him (to say): La ilaha ill

Allah (there is none worthy of worship except Allah). 

1. Siirah al-A'raf (7):59. 

9 
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Therefore worship Me (alone).'2 

Thus, all the Messengers were sent to correct and re-establish the 
worship of Allah the Mighty and Majestic after mankind had gone 

astray from the Straight Path of Allah. 

Unfortunately, the understanding of the concept of worship, through 
the ages, has become a compartmentalised one. Worship has been 
broken down into its component parts and each one of these 
components considered as worship itself. 

Amongst our ranks, for example, are those who hold that mere belief 
in Allah is sufficient; meaning to just declare one's belief in Allah, 
acknowledge His existance and that He is the Creator of everything. 

There are others who believe that love of Allah is all that matters - as 
long as you love Allah in your heart then you are fulfilling your 
purpose. There is no need to adhere to the commandments or avoid 
the prohibitions. 

Others claim that sincerity, truthfulness and good companionship 
with people is worship. 

There are some who actually perform the acts of worship such as 
prayers and fasting but do so only out of imitation (of forefathers) 
and habit, without conviction, pure faith and knowledge. 

Then there are those who perform the acts of worship out of show 

and fear of people to avoid being criticised for being neglectful. 

2. Surah al-Anbiya' (21):25. 

10 
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Also, there are others who perform the acts of worship sincerely, but 
do them without sufficient love of Allah, fear of Him or hope in Him. 

Still, there are others who believe they may worship Allah in 

whatever form or fashion they wish; without adherence to the Sunnah 
(way/ example) of the Messenger (f-,,_},..:.,lj-') while claiming that they 

do so only out of good intention. 

Our error is that we have made one aspect of worship into worship 
itself. We have abandoned, neglected or become heedless of its other 

aspects. If we acknowledge, understand, combine and put the other 
aspects into practice we will earn the acceptance of our deeds and 
efforts, the fullest of rewards, the pleasure of Allah the Mighty and 
Majestic and, therefore, His Aid. 

It is of the utmost importance (and this is the concern of the wise and 

thoughtful) that the Muslim acquaints himself with the reality of 
worship; along with all its conditions and characteristics and 
understands and learns the exact manner of its performance as it has 

been prescribed by Allah and as it was performed by those whom 
Allah has made as an example to be imitated, the Salafus-Siilih.3 

3. Salafus-Salih (or Sala/for short). Its meaning in the Arabic 
language is 'those who precede/have gone before', i.e. the 
Pious Predecessors. The term was used by the earliest scholars 
for the first three generations of Muslims and those who were 
upon their way in accordance with the hadeeth of the 
Messenger (f-,,_},..:.,(M which is reported by al-Bukhari: 'The 
best of generations is my generation, then those that fol/aw them, 
then those that Jo/law them.' 

Imam Abu l;Ianeefah ( ..u,......,,..J) d. 769 (150 H.) said: 'Adhere to 
the athar (narrations) and the tareeqah (way) of the Sala/ and beware 

11 
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This is so that his relationship with Allah is corrected and 
strengthened so he is left with a firm handhold and is able to walk 
upon a clear path, humbled and enslaved to none other than Allah 
the Mighty and Majestic, the Lord of all His servants. Allah the 
Exalted says about the believers amongst the Muslims: 

., ,. .,. .. •"'. .,.,. ., ., .. .. ,,, . :; , .,,. :;; , .,. .,. 

L..:,~ ~.)':JI Js- 0~ 0'=_.:Ul y-->)1 ~~_, 

'And the 'ibild (servants/worshippers) of ar-Rahman' are those 
who walk upon the earth with humility.'5 

of newly invented matters for all of it is innovation.' [Reported by 
as-Suyiiti in Sawn al-Mantaq wal-Kaliim p.32] 

By clinging to their way, holding on to their beliefs and 
understanding them as they did, worshipping Allah in His 
Oneness, upon the authentic Sunnah of the Messenger 
(tl-,-,:l,...;.,lj-1 in the manner of the companions one is guaranteed 
success in this life and security from the Fire in the next life. 
When questioned by his companions about those who will be 
saved from the Fire, the Messenger (tl-,-,:l,...;.,ij-1 replied: 'They 
are those who are upon what I and my companions are upon.' 
[Reported by at-Tirmidhi from Amr ibn al-As -1-Jadeeth 1-Jasan] 

All the great scholars from the earliest to the later times have 
advised clinging to the way and methodolgy (manhaj) of the 
Salaf and adherence to it as it is the only means of deliverance. 
lbn Taymiyyah ( 4.i.Jl~ J) says: 'There is no criticism for the one 
who proclaims the way (madhdhab) of the Salaf who attaches himself 
to it and refers to it. Rather, it is obligatory to accept that from him 
by unanimous agreement (ittifoq) because the madhdhab of the Sala/ 
is nothing but the Truth (Haqq).' [Majmu' al-Fatiiwa 4/149] 

4. A name of Allah meaning ' the Ever-Merciful' etc. 

5. Siirah al-Furqiin (25):63. 

12 
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The following book has been based on a translation and emendation 
of a booklet in Arabic entitled: Worship: its meaning, characteristics and 
conditions compiled by Abu Hudhayfah ibn Muhammad. This booklet 
is short but informative while at the same time concise and hence the 
translation in English so as to allow a greater access to the valuable 
contents of this treatise. The chapters have been rearranged, 

complementary text inserted in various places and a chapter on I1J,siin 
and detailed glossary of terms added. This book would be 
particularly useful for new Muslims or even non-Muslims who are 
interested in knowing about worship in Islam. I hope that all who 
read this book will find it beneficial and that it will improve the 
understanding and practise of their worship. 

0 Allah! Make this effort righteous, for Your sake alone and make no 
one as a partner in it. 

In need of Allah's Forgiveness and Mercy, 

Amjad ibn Muhammad Rafiq, 
University of Essex. 

13 
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Chapter 1: Worship - Its Obligation 

The Creation of Mankind 

Worship is the basis and pillar of the Deen6 and for it Allah the 
Mighty and Majestic7 created Jinn8 and humanity. The Exalted says: 

6. Deen can be translated to mean religion and way of life but 
the word also has a number of different connotations such as 
sincere worship and judgement as expressed in the following 
verses: 
'And to Him belongs all that is in the Heavens and the Earth 

and perpetual Deen is rightfully His alone.' 
[Siirah an-Nahl (16):52] 

'Verily We have sent down to you (0 Muhammad) a Book 
with Truth. Therefore, make your Deen exclusively for Allah 

and make your worship for Him alone. Hark! The Deen 
belongs exclusively to Him alone.' [Siirah az-Zumar (39):2-3] 

'For you your Deen and to me my Deen.' 
[Siirah al-Kafiriin (109):6] 

'Verily, that which you are promised (life after death) and 
Deen (the reckoning and the judgement and retribution) 
must indeed come to pass.' [Siirah adh-Dhariyat (51):5-6] 

7. We have simplified the translation of the Arabic term 'Azza 
wa Jalla to the Mighty and Majestic. 'Azza means strength or 
power coupled with honour and Jalla means sublime, lofty, 
exalted and dignified. Both these words together show the 
absolute Greatness of Allah and His Magnanimity. 

8. Spirit-like beings created by Allah from smokeless fire. 

14 
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~v-',~ ~! ~~-I~ ~I ;. ·.(;. t.:~ 
- - -

'And I have not created Jinn and humanity except that they may 
worship Me.'9 

Allah has described in detail His signs and miracles to mankind that 

they may come to recognise and believe in Him and realise that He 
is their Creator, Maker and Fashioner. Among the greatest of His 
signs and miracles is the creation of man from a mere sperm drop 

into a fully grown creature. 

'And He (Allah) fashioned both male and female from a drop of 

fluid that has been ejaculated.r1o 

'Verily, it is We who have created man from a drop of mingled 
liquids (male and female ejaculations).'11 

~ ~ ; ~·b.:, ~ ~r ~0 ·~ ~~ ~) ~l' ~r 
~..,)1 ~ ~ ~($~ :,Ll ;~1: ~[$' ~ ~~ 

~~~I ~ 0' ~ .)~ _ill!~ ~ff ~~HI~ )'iJI 

9, Surah adh-Dhariyat (51):56. 
10. Siirah an-Najm (53):45-6. 

11. Surah al-Insan (76):2. 

15 
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'Does man think that He is left to Himself to waste his life? Was 
he not a mere nutfah (mixed male and female discharge of 
semen) poured forth? Thereafter he became a clot and then 

(Allah) gave its form and shape. And He, from that, made both 
sexes, male and female. Is He then not able to bring the dead 

back to life?'12 

~~hi ~ ~ ~~ ~ :flf' I V: ~'fl (ok 'd ~ 

~;·..,,o i~f:°11 (.(£>i ~ ia:-11 I:·,;(;. ~ ~~ ..>Gi d 
- ... - , 

i'i1:.. ~·Gr ·:. W lLl1 G;_s:i Wk i;· ;.,'J1 ,:·01i>i 
' r-:- -
~~I ~f JJI j~~:; j..1: 

'We created man from the quintessence of clay. Thereafter, We 
placed him as a nutfah in a safe lodging (i.e. the womb). Then 

We fashioned the nutfah into a clot (of thick coagulated blood) 
which We fashioned into a lump of chewed-like flesh. Then We 

fashioned the chewed-like flesh into bones. Then We clothed the 
bones with flesh. Then We developed out of it another creature. 

So Blessed be Allah, the Best of Creators.'13 

12. Siirah al-Qiyamah (75):36-40. 
13. Surah al-Mu'minun (23):12-4. 

16 
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Subjection of the Universe for Mankind 

Allah the Exalted has created and subjected all that is in the Heavens 
and the Earth for mankind so that they may recognise this great 
blessing and honour and that this facilitates for them the performance 
of their obligation towards Him. 

'Do you not see that Allah has subjected to you all that is in the 
Heavens and the Earth?'15 

, . -
~ ~)\j_ ~~ ~'~I~ ~ f-J ~~ 

~~_,} ~ :~ i~ ~~ -~~ ~ ~! 
'And He has subjected to you all that is in the Heavens and the 
Earth; it is all as a favour and kindness from Him. Verily, in it 

are signs for a people who think deeply.'16 

.,,, • ,, .... >. > , _,, ,., ' ,,, .,, .. > ' ,,, ,, ' .. 

15~ .iliJI ~ ~_, ~ Llj.; ..::.i'~I 0"' <LJ Vi.; 

15. Siirah Luqman (31):20. 
16. Siirah al-Jathiyah (45):13. 

17 
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~I fl ~~ ~jiH1 ~ ~~ ~~½ ~I ~ 

~ ~1:~ ~~~G J)1 ~ ~~ ~T~ ;_Ji~ 

l~ ~ ~ Ji1 ..::.-.j !.,~~ 0 1_, :~L t.: :JS 
'Allah is He who has created the heavens and the earth and 

sends down water (rain) from the sky, and thereby bought forth 
fruits as provisions for you; and He has made the ships to be of 

service to you, that they may sail through the seas by His . 
Command; and He has made rivers also to be of service to you. 

And He has made the sun and the moon, both diligently 
pursuing their courses, to be of service to you; and He has made 
the night and day, to be of service to you. And He gave you all 

that you asked for, and if you (attempt to) count the blessings of 
Allah, never will you be able to count (all of) them.'17 

'And the cattle, He has created them for you; in them there is 
warmth (of clothing) and numerous benefits and from them you 

eat.'18 

17. Siirah lbraheem (14):32-4. 
18. Siirah an-Nahl (16):5. 

18 
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Sustenance 

Allah has made marriage and lawful sexual relations the route by 
which every soul will come into his or her life on this earth for a 

decided period and the means by which the human race will 

continue. 

'It is He who has created you from clay, and then has decreed a 
stated term (for you to die).'19 

/~·J½ ~;. ~ r, ·.;~ ~hl½ ~~;.; 0_~1; ~ 

~! ~ ~ ~f I_s';,'(! w r-<~= ·.; ~ 
<l- ', , --_~ ~'::( L:., ~<:·.~', •;, ·~<:~ -

l,)y-"-' r- : r-::-:: j"' r-; ..r 
'And it is He who takes your souls by night (when you are 

asleep) and has knowledge of all that you have done by day, 
then he raises (wakes) you up again that a term appointed (your 
life period) may be fulfilled, then in the end unto Him will be 
your return. Then He will inform you of what you used to do.'20 

The sustenance of every individual has been pre-determined and 

apportioned to make him reach the fixed period of his lifespan and 

19. Siirah al-An'am (6):2. 

20. Siirah al-An'am (6):60. 
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also to enable him to perform the obligatory duties imposed upon him. 

'And He sent down from the sky water and with it brought out 
(from the ground) fruits as sustenance for you. 121 

'Abdullah ibn Mas'iid (..:>...;.,l(/,) said: 'The Messenger (f-,~...;.,y.,) told us, 

and he is the Truthfu.l, the Believed: "Indeed, the creation of one of you is 

brought together in his mother's womb in forty days as a drop of sperm, then 
as something which clings for a similar period, then as a chewed lump (of 
flesh) for a similar period. Then an angel is sent to blow into it the soul. And 
it (the angel) is commanded to write down four things: his sustenance, his 
age, his deeds and whether he will be wretched or happy. "122 

21. Siirah Ibraheem (14):32. 

22. Reported by al-Bukhari and Muslim from 'Abdullah ibn 
Mas'iid. 

20 
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The Heart, Eyes and Ears 

Among Allah's blessings are that He has given us the faculties of 
hearing, seeing and understanding. Allah the Exalted says: 

i~~·,_J ~~-,~ ~1 fl ~~ ;sGr 0_ii1; ;p 
~ - . ~- h 7 t.: )LL; 

u.J. , 

'Say: It is He Who initiated your (creation) and gave you hearing, 
sight and the understanding (heart); little thanks do you give.'23 

lbn Taymiyyah ( ..JJ/~J) says: 'Allah, the One free from all 
imperfections, the Exalted, created the heart for man that he may know 

things by it, just as He has created the e'}fes that he may see things by them 
and the ears that he may hear things by them and likewise [He created] all 
the various limbs for a specific purpose. 124 

The hearts were created to know Allah, become acquainted with Him, 
love Him, fear Him, develop a nearness and attachment to Him and 
become satisfied with Him. Also to reflect, understand and receive 
admonition and guidance by the Books and Messengers sent by Allah 
the Mighty and Majestic. 

23. Siirah al-Mulk (67):23. 

24. Majmu' al-Fatiiwa, 9/307. 

21 
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~ ~ ',. ·.; d~ I~![ ',. :~o (1 :5 ~~j ~f J.;; JJj 

U! ~).;~ ~'~h 0 ~ ~~ ~~-,.·~ ~_iii' ~h 
~~ '~T-< ~ 4-: LS~ JJj LS~ ~1~ JJj );, 

{)~~· 0"' J w JJi ~ 
'Allah sends down the most excellent of speech, a Book, its parts 
resembling each other in goodness and truth, oft-repeated. The 

skins of those who fear their Lord shiver from it (when they 
recite it or hear it). Then their skins and their hearts soften to the 

Remembrance of Allah. That is the Guidance of Allah. He 
guides therewith whom He pleases and whomever Allah sends 

astray, for him there is no guide.'25 

'Who feared ar-Rahman unseen and brought a heart turned in 
devotion (to Him).'26 

'Indeed in the Remembrance of Allah do hearts find 
satisfaction.'27 

25. Siirah az-Zumar (39):23. 

26. Siirah Qaf (50):33. 
27. Siirah ar-R' ad (13):28. 

22 
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'The ears carry words which contain "knowledge" to the heart128 and 

therefore have been made the carriers of the knowledge, which is 

contained in words, to the heart. Allah the Exalted said: 

p~;..:_; r~ f~- ~i ~ ~! 
'Indeed, there are signs within that for a people who listen.129 

'Will they then not listen?'30 

'That We might make it a remembrance for you, and the keen ear 
may (hear) and understand it.'31 

Likewise, the eyes have been made the carriers of the knowledge 
which is obtained by sight and observation to the heart. Allah the 
Exalted said: 

• - 'c , , , , I , •' - , • , , : 

:~ ~ -.JJI ~ Li ~! l_,.r.! iJ _,I 

'Or have they not observed the things Allah has created?'32 

28. Ibn Taymiyyah (<.1.11~), Majmii' al-Fatiiwa, 9/310. 

29. Su.rah Yu.nus (10):67. 
30. Su.rah as-Sajdah (32):26. 

31. Su.rah al-l:liiqqah (69):12. 

32. Siirah an-Nahl (16):48. 
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'And We bring forth from it produce from which their cattle and 

their own selves do eat. Do they then not see?133 

'And within your own souls, will you not observe?'34 

; ~.,: 0lS' ~ ·~~:~; ~)·1 ~ ·~~-- ~ r-1) 
&~~_.:J1 

'Do they not travel through the earth and see what was the end 
of those who came before them?'35 

~ ~ ($; l, [.;Lb .:;.,1J-"" t7"" ~ 0.:Jf 

~ ~ .)# v" ~; ~ _;.;j1 ~)i .:;.,'fa v" ~)I 
ti ... ,,, ... ti 

~~ ;~ L~ ~I 1)1 :. 1 ~-~~'_}~I~) 

33. Siirah as-Sajdah (32):27. 
34. Siirah adh-Dhariyat (51):21. 

35. Siirah ar-Riim (30):9. 
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'The One Who has created the seven heavens one above another, 
you can see no fault in the creation of ar-Rahrnan. Then look 

again, can you see any rifts? Then look again and yet again, your 
sight will return to you in a state of humiliation, worn out.'36 

36. Siirah al-Mulk (67):3-4. 

25 
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Know ledge and Reflection 

And thus the heart accesses knowledge by these two routes (sight and 
hearing) and the heart 'is in realitt; the place of knowledge'37

, reflection 
and understanding. 

'Do they not travel through the earth that they may have hearts 
with which they understand.'38 

'Do they not carefully reflect over the Qur'an or are there locks 
upon their hearts?'39 

'They have hearts with which they do not understand.'40 

37. Majmu' al-Fatawa (9/313). For an excellent discussion on the 
nature of the heart, eyes and ears and their role, 
interdependence and importance in the acquisition of 
knowledge and understanding, refer to Majmu' al-Fatawa of 
Ibn Taymiyyah (<l//~.) (9/310). 
38. Siirah al-1:Iajj (22):46. 
39. Siirah Muhammad (47):24. 
40. Surah al-A'raf (7):179. 

26 
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The eyes provide the heart with knowledge of Allah's handiwork, 
skill, His signs and wonders to mankind and the deserted ruins of the 
previous nations. The ears provide the heart with the knowledge of 
what Allah has rehearsed to them about Himself (His Names and 
Attributes) and from among His verses, what He has enjoined upon 
them, forbidden them, what He has warned them with (Hellfire), 
what He has promised them with (Paradise), knowledge of the 
examples He has set forth for mankind and of how He has dealt with 
the nations gone by. 

Once the heart receives this knowledge it reflects and ponders with 
it so that the Tawheed of Allah the Mighty and Majestic - that is, His 
Oneness, His absolute ownership over the Universe and His right to 
be worshipped alone - becomes apparent to it just like daylight to the 
eyes. 

Ibn al-Qayyim ( <.111<. .•• :.) says: 'The signs (handiwork) of Allah which are 
observed give testimony to the truthfulness of the Ayiit (revealed verses) of 
Alliih which are heard. '41 The Exalted says: 

'Soon will We show them Our Signs in the furthest horizons and 
in their own souls until it becomes clear to them that this is the 

Truth.'42 

41. Al-Fawiiid of Ibn al-Qayyim, p. 32. 
42. Siirah Fussilat (41):53. 
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Meaning that: 'We shall shaw them from Our Signs which they observe, 
witness (and which they hear about) by the faculties which We have 
bestowed upon them so that it becomes evident to them that that this Book 
(and the verses and signs contained therein) which We have revealed to them 
and which they read and recite is nothing but the manifest Truth.' 

Consequently, the servant of Allah is made to realise the truth. Also 
his insignificance, helplessness and the grandeur and might of Allah 
the Exalted; and therefore his absolute dependance upon Allah the 
Mighty and Majestic for guidance and assistance in all his affairs till 
his matter has been decided (i.e. entry into Paradise or Hellfire). 
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Guidance 

lbn al-Qayyim ( 411!~.;) says: 'So it is not befitting for Him (Allah) to 
leave His servants without a purpose, neglected; without teaching them what 
will benefit or harm them in their daily lives and in the Hereafter. This 
would be an injustice to His Rubiibiyyah43 and ascribing to the Exalted Lord 

43. Rububiyyah: A term denoting the absolute sovereignty 
and kingship of Allah over the heavens and the earth and 
whatever is between them. The verb 'rabba' (and the noun rabb, 
translated as Lord) is derived from it, meaning: 'to nurture, to 
bring to fruition, to create, own and regulate, control and bring 
together all the elements necessary for the existence and well 
being of something or somebody' . Rubiibiyyah has three aspects 
to it: Khalq (creativity): Allah by Himself makes everything 
from nothing; Mulk (possession): Allah, by Himself owns 
everything; and Amr (administration): Allah by Himself, 
controls and directs everything that He creates and all that He 
owns. Some of the proofs for these are: 

'He (Allah) has the creation (khalq) and His is the command 
(amr). Blessed be Allah, Lord (Rabb) of all the worlds.' 

[Siirah al-A'raf (7):54] 

'Allah is your Lord (Rabb). He owns everything and those 
whom you call upon besides Him do not own even the white 

stringy-strand on a date-stone (such a minute possession).' 
[Siirah Fatir (35):13] 

Some of Allah's Names are related to His Rubiibiyyah and are 
more specific than the name ar-Rabb. For example: ar-Razziiq 
(the Provider), al-Muhyee (the One Who Gives Life). Likewise 
there are certain actions which are related to His Rubiibiyyah 
and are more specific than the name ar-Rabb. For example: 
sending down the rain, splitting the seed, giving someone 
honour or debasing someone, guiding and misguiding etc. 
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that which does not befit Him. '44 

He also says: 'Whoever gives the name ar-Ra}Jmiin its due right knows that 
it necessitates the sending of Messengers and revealing of Scripture greater 
than it necessitates sending of the rain, causing the herbage to grow and 
bringing out the seed (from the ground). (Mankind's) dependance upon 
Alliih' s Mercy for that from which life is obtained by the hearts is greater 
than (mankind's) dependance upon Alliih's Mercy for that by which the 
bodies obtain life. '45 

Thus, after all that has preceded, Allah completed His favour to 
mankind and made the Angels, the Books and the Messengers the 
means by which He informs and reminds His servants of their 
origins, their purpose and their inevitable end; by which He teaches 
them that which will benefit them and harm them in both the worlds. 

Also, to give glad tidings of Paradise to the obedient and grateful and 

to warn with Hellfire the disobedient and ungrateful. 

~ '.r -~; ~ ~ ~~f ~ ~j½ i<~1 1J1 J~ 
~ 0_,' {.~ 'Gr ~, ~, ~ ~r ~~i.:,r ·0 r b.:l~ 

'He sends down the angels with the Spirit of His command upon 
whomever He wills from amongst His servants, commanding 
them thus: Warn them that there is none deserving of worship 

except Me; therefore fear Me.'46 

44. Al-Madiirijus-Siilikeen of lbn al-Qayyim, 1/31. 
45. Ibid. 1/32. 
46. Sarah an-Nahl (16):2. 
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'And We have sent to every nation a Messenger with this 
command: That you should make your worship for Allah alone 

and avoid (the worship of) false deities.'47 

'And We do not send the Messengers except as givers of glad· 
tidings (of Paradise to the believers) and warners (of Hellfire to 

the disbelievers and transgressors)'48 

By the Messengers, He made clear to His servants the path of 
guidance and safety and asked them to follow it and also made clear 
to them the paths of misguidance and destruction and warned from 

following them. 

, si ... •• ... ~ ... t , ... • ... · , , • ,., r.. .. ,,. ... • ... ... -< : . ;l_i LL; .>.;:. '..,._ I s.. ;., •. ~ I.•. ~I J~ ~- ·-' ~,. -· ~. ... ... "' ,., ., ... ... 

;~ ¢-~~ih ~~~~){.;~I~ ~1 ~ 0·~ ~ 

~~1~!.11r; :~~ ~ ~ :J ~~ 0_j;;; if ~;,r 
¢-1~ d '.J~ ~f ~j-h :,_ ~ y~ J~ ¢-~f 

47. Surah an-Na]:tl (16):36. 

48:Surah al-An'am (6):48. 
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'He (Allah) said: Get you all down from here! And if there comes 
to you guidance from Me, whosoever follows My guidance then 

He will not go astray and neither will he be wretched. And 
whoever turns away from My Remembrance then He will have a 

narrow, constricted life and We shall raise him on the day of 
Judgement blind. He will say: 0 My Lord! Why have you raised 
me blind while I had sight before? He (Allah) will say: Thus My 
signs came to you yet you forgot them so likewise, on this day 

will you be forgotten.'49 

'Abdullah ibn Mas'iid (,..:.,,..;.,1~) said: 'Allah's Messenger (f-,~..;.,~) drew 

a line for us, then he said: "This is Allah's way." Then he drew lines to its 
right and left and said: "These are the other different ways. Upon each of 
these ways is a devil calling to it." Then he recited: 

"And this is My Straight Path, therefore follow it and do not 

follow other paths; they will separate you from His path."50
'

51 

The Messenger (f-,~..:.ilj,-') also explained: 'I have left you upon clear 

white ground. Its night is (illuminated) like its day, no one deviates from it 
after me except that he is destroyed. 152 

49. Surah Tii Ha (20):123-6. 
50. Siirah al-An'iim (6):153. 
51. Reported by Imam Ahmad in his Musnad. 
52. Reported by Ahmad and Ibn Miijah - hadeeth hasan. 
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So Allah is not one who is unjust and has neglected His creation. 
Rather, He sent them Messengers and Scripture and explained to 
them in detail the way of life He has ordained for them. As a result, 
this places the burden of responding to this message upon the whole 
of mankind. Furthermore, there is no excuse for them deviating from 
the Straight Path which Allah has explained in detail through His 
Messenger (t<,-,-::1-....;,~) after having been guided to it. 
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Responsibility 

Allah has made the heart the master of the body. He also made it the 
object of knowledge, admonition, guidance and healing. 

:1~~~·~ r<>~ ~ ~; ~:4- ·~ ~lJI ~LL; 

~~;:i ~ c~~ 0 -~~ :>-;~, d; ~ 
'O humanity! There has come to you a good advice from your 

Lord and a healing for that which is in your breasts - a guidance 
and a mercy to the believers.'53 

, -... - r· , 
~ ~ JJL: 0-°Y- 0-°-' - -

'And whoever believes in Allah, He guides his heart.'54 

Just as the heart was created to know Allah and adore him, the limbs 
and joints were created to actualise the worship of Allah the Mighty 
and Majestic, to prostrate and bow to Him and to help fulfil the 
obligations men owe to their Maker and those which they owe to each 

other. 

The heart is the king and the limbs are its troops. The limbs follow the 
heart and are subservient to it. The hearts like, dislike, love, hate, fear, 
desire, wish and aspire ( on account of what they are filled with by 

53. Siirah Yunus (10):57. 

54. Siirah at-Taghabun (64):11. 
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means of the eyes and ears and through reflection, thought and 
imagination) and the limbs give effect to that by the performance of 
actions. Allah the Exalted says: 

'But He will take you to account for what your hearts have 
earned.'55 

And there occurs in the hadeeth reported by Muslim which clarifies 
this: 'Indeed, Allah does not look at your bodies nor at your appearances but 
He looks at your hearts and your actions. 156 

As such, the goodness or badness of a believer's conduct depends on 
his actions; his actions are performed by the limbs Allah has made for 
him. His limbs in turn are subservient to his heart which is the 
controller of his body. The Messenger (t1--,..J-~~) said: 'Indeed, there is 

a piece of flesh in the body which if it is wholesome and sound the whole body 
is wholesome and sound and which if it be corrupt the whole body is corrupt. 
Indeed, it is the heart. ,s7 

In view of this, the servants' s success in the Hereafter depends on the 
condition of his heart. Allah the Exalted said: 

55. Siirah al-Baqarah (2):225. 
56. Reported by Imam Muslim in his Saheeh. 
57. Reported by Imam Muslim in his Saheel;i. 
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'The Day on which neither wealth nor sons will benefit. Except 
he who comes to Allah with a sound heart.' 58 

Allah revealed to His servants and made obligatory upon them that 
which would guide, heal and admonish their hearts so that they 
remain pure, sound and healthy. This is nothing but the worship of 
Allah the Mighty and Majestic to which the hearts are naturally 
inclined. He made clear to them the consequences should they believe 
in this message and also the consequences should they disbelieve or 
become ungrateful. He has done this in a manner which is truly 
exhaustive and full of concern, compassion and care. 

~~i ;._; ~ Jii ~r T;L~G ~-;·~ ~ rk~~ 
~~_,~~ ~I ~G ....µ~ 

'O you who believe! Answer Allah (by obeying Him) and (His) 
Messenger when he calls you to that which gives you life and 

know that Allah comes in between a person and his heart. And 
verily to Him shall you all be gathered.'59 

Whoever responds to this call and humbles himself, then he will have 
prospered and will be given an everlasting life of joy and bliss. Allah 
has prepared immense rewards for the person that comes to Allah 
having kept their heart pure (from all false beliefs, doubts, suspicions, 

58. Siirah ash-Shu'arii' (26):88-9. 

59. Siirah al-Anfal (8):24. 
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lusts and desires) and filled their heart with faith (Iman); and on 
account of that, worshipped Allah upon T((Wheed, in the manner 
requested by Allah the Mighty and Majestic and as described by His 
Messenger (f"',_J,...;.,~)-

As for those who associate partners with Allah, disbelieve in Allah 
and His Messenger, refuse His worship out of arrogance, are 
neglectful in their worship, or increase in their sins and transgressions 
to such an extent that their acts of worship become null and void, for 
them Allah has prepared a punishment equivalent to their 
transgression and sin. Like for like. 

'Truly, when it was said to them, Lit ilitha ill-Allitha (none is 
deserving of worship except Allah), they puffed themselves up 

with pride (i.e. denied it).'60 

'And your Lord said: Call upon me (i.e. believe in My Oneness 
and My right to be worshipped alone and then ask me anything), 

I will respond to your invocation. Verily! Those who scorn My 
worship (i.e. do not believe in Me and do not call upon Me) they 

will surely enter Hell in humiliation.'61 

60. Siirah a$-$affit (37):35. 

61. Siirah Ghafir (40):60. 
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'And We shall drive the mujrimun (polytheists, criminals, 

disbelievers in Allah's Oneness) to Hell in a thirsty state.'62 

~-. , -·-~ ~~:( t.: ~, -. · :· : ~- c ,, ·.: r,·1:,,. ~ ,. ",1.; 
u__,.....-, r- _ u-'.r.'"' ..., - ~ j ~ 

'This Day (of Resurrection) no soul will be dealt with unjustly 
and nor will you be requited anything except that which you 

used to do.'63 

The free will and choice which Allah has given every person (by 
means of the faculties of hearing, sight and reflection) justifies their 
responsibility and accountability for their actions and also the 
resulting reward or punishment. 

'Verily, We have shown him the way, whether he be grateful or 
ungrateful.'64 

'And We have guided him (i.e. made clear to him) to the two 
paths (i.e. the path of righteousness and the path of evil).'65 

62. Siirah Maryam (19):86. 
63. Siirah Ya Seen (36):54. 
64. Siirah al-Insan (76):3. 

65. Siirah al-Balad (90):10. 

38 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

'And say, the Truth is from your Lord. So whoever wishes, then 
let him believe and whoever wishes, then let him disbelieve.'66 

Therefore: 

~~~ ~ ~ ,13;1 JS' 
, - r- -

'Every soul is held in pledge for that which he has earned.'67 

66. Siirah al-Kahl (18):29. 

67. Siirah at-Tiir (52):21. 
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Judgement 

Allah has decreed death for all of mankind and none can escape it. 
Death is the means by which the fixed term of each soul comes to an 
end and is returned to its Lord to be judged and subsequently 
rewarded or punished without the least injustice. 

'Wherever you may be, death will overtake you.'68 

.... .... , ,,. , , ... , .. , ,,,., .. .. .. .. , ,,. .. .. ,,, ! , 

jY- rS.)y:-1 0_,;~ w! .J ~_,...JI ~T~ ~ JS' 

~~ )~ ·~ Q1 ~·~1~ !81 ~ ~j ~ ~~}1 

l)!.J~I t~ ~! ~!.lll i_,:;j1 

'Every soul shall taste death and then will you be given your 
recompense on the Day of Judgement. So whoever is saved from 

the Fire and is made to enter Paradise, then he will have 
succeeded. And this Life is nothing but a deceiving 

entertainment.'69 

68. Siirah an-Nisa' (4):78. 
69. Siirah Ali 'Imran (3):185. 
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Unification of Worship for Allah the Exalted 

As such, whoever reflects and ponders over what has preceded will 
realise that the whole of creation revolves around nothing but the 
worship of its Creator and Sustainer. 

The unification of worship for Allah the Mighty and Majestic alone 
and the avoidance of the worship of everything that is besides Him 
is that end for which the Messengers were sent (r!L,,l~). Allah the 

Exalted says: 

·~_.:·~1~ JJI ·1_,'~1 ~) ~;_.~ ~I ~ ~ I:,.:;-~~ 

~;_!.wl 
'And We have indeed sent to every ummah (nation) a Messenger 

(with this command:) That you should worship Allah (alone) 
and avoid (the worship of) all false deities.'70 

Furthermore, this aim or objective (unifying all worship for Allah 
alone) is the cause of the dispute of the Messengers with their 
respective peoples and due to it, mankind has become divided into 
two parties: a party in Paradise and a party in the Blazing Fire. 

As for those who are in the Fire then they are those who deny Allah 
the Mighty and Majestic absolutely; or acknowledge Allah's Lordship 
(i.e. His Rububiyyah; see p. 29, £.note 43) over the universe, but do not 

70. Su.rah an-Nahl (16):36. 

41 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

worship Him in His Wuhiyyah71 by making their worship exclusively 
for Him alone or paying part worship to others besides Him. Such 
was the case of the pagans of Mecca to whom the Messenger 
(f--,,-:-1,~0,,) was sent. The Exalted says: 

....... .,, ..... , .. , ... _,,, .. - ;i"'", .. , ,,,,,. ..... .,,. ............ 

~ ~I ~_, ~I ~ ~I 0 0'°.J ~~I_, 
.n.... , ~ .. .. .. : .. , .. '.;; .. , , ,,. .. ... ... .. _..... , ., .. , .. .. .. .... 
v0_,_i:-:i )l;I ji; ~I 0..,.J~ ->-"~I ..r;J..-: 0'°-' ~I 

'Say: Who provides for you from the sky and from the earth? Or 
who owns hearing and sight? And who brings out the living 

from the dead and brings out the dead from the living? And who 
disposes the affairs (of this universe)? They will say: Allah. 

71. Uliihiyyah: A term denoting that Allah is the only One to 
Whom all forms of worship should be directed in truth; 
whether actions of the heart (feelings), words and statements 
or actions of the limbs. The word iliih is derived from it, 
meaning: something that is adored, worshipped, turned to i.e. 
an object of worship, subservience and adoration. There is 
nothing else besides Him which deserves that, and this is the 
meaning of the testimony 'Lii iliiha ill-Alliiha' (There is no iliih 
deserving of worship/ subservience except Allah), the truth 
and certainty of which every Messenger came to establish. 
Allah the Mighty and Majestic says: 

'Your illlh is but one illlh.' [Su.rah an-Nahl (16):20] 

'And He alone is the illlh in the Heavens and the illlh in the 
Earth.' [Su.rah az-Zukhruf (43):84] 

'Invoke not, nor pray to any illlh along with Allah. There is 
no illlh but He.' [Su.rah al-Qasas (28):88) 
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Say: Will you not then be afraid (of Allah and His 
Punishment)?'n 

l)~I j_;j1 ~~~ ~I ~'~I ~~ ~ j 

:t ~}L b~ :; J l)o;a; Sur J JJ o);a:~ .. 
l):., , ,·_~ ~~:( ···! + , i;.,: { ' , ~- ~ 

~y>'-"-' r- ..., _ -. .) . - :) ~ ..r":.J • 1.5"' 
, , 

'Say: Who is the Lord of the Seven Heavens and the Lord of the 
Great Throne? They will say: Allah. Say: Will you not then fear 

Him? Say: In whose Hand is the Sovereignty of everything - and 
He protects (all) while against Him there is no protector - if you 
really do have knowledge? They will say: Allah. Say: How then 

are you deceived and turn away (from the Truth)?173 

So they believed in Allah's Rububiyyah, even in some of His Names, 
but that did not make them Muslims. Rather, Allah the Exalted called 
them disbelievers and made their abode the Hellfire, in spite of their 
affirmation of His Rububiyyah. 

As for those who are in Paradise then they are those who have 
affirmed their belief in Allah the Exalted and everything that is due 
to Him from His Names and Attributes; who have believed in His 
Messengers and have responded to their call by making all their 

72. Su.rah Yiinus {10):31. 

73. Siirah al-Mu'miniin (23):86-9. 
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worship purely for Allah alone; who travel upon their way, in both 
belief and action, and who then remain steadfast upon the Truth and 
strive for its dominance . 

... ... . .,, ... - ', .,_ ... ~ ... 
)IJ ~I f J'.JI ~.J 

n~;~ ~ ~~ 
'Indeed, those who say: "Our Lord is Allah" and thereafter 

istiqilmu (remain steadfast74
), on them shall be no fear, nor shall 

they grieve. 175 

So they acknowledge His Rububiyyah due to their saying: 'Our Lord 
is Allah' and then they worship Him alone on the path of istiqiima. 

Therefore, making all of worship for Allah the Mighty and Majestic 
alone is the basis of the Deen of Islam as the meaning of La iliiha ill
Allaha is that'there is nothing which has the right to worship in truth 
except Allah alone.' This meaning is indeed the straight and firm 

Deen which most of mankind are heedless of. The Exalted said: 

~ ~ ~I ~~.01 ~ ~ :L:[ ~! G.}'_·. ~ ~f ~f 

~~;£.; ~ v"WI js'f 

74. lstiqama: steadfastness upon the Straight Path with sincere 
worship and all that it entails of patience, obedience and good 
deeds. 

75. Siirah al-Ahqaf (46):13. 
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'He has commanded that you do not worship except Him alone. 
That is the straight, upright Deen. Yet most of mankind do not 

know.'76 

For this reason it is obligatory for everyone who desires entry into 

Paradise and deliverance from the Fire that they acquaint themselves 

with its meaning, conditions, characteristics and perfection. 

Presented to you now, O·reader, is the meaning of worship. 
~ 

76. Siirah Yusuf (12):40. 
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Chapter 2: The Meaning of Worship 

Shaykhul-Islam lbn Taymiyyah ( .JJl~.1) said: 'Worship (Arabic: 
'ibiidah) is obedience to Alliih by carrying out what He has commanded on 
the tongues of His messengers.' 

He also said: ' 'Ibiidah is a collective term for everything which Alliih loves 
and is pleased with from among the sayings and inward and outward 
actions.' 

lbn al-Qayyim ( <lfl~.1) said: ' 'Ibiidah (is) gratefulness to Him, love of 
Him and awe of Him.' 

lbn Katheer ( <lfl~.1) said: ''Ibiidah in the (Arabic) language is 
humbleness (dhillah). It is sometimes said: "A levelled and smoothed road 
(mu'abbad) and an uneven road (ghayr mu'abbad)" meaning (one has been) 
humbled, lowered, debased. Its usage in the Revelation: an expression of 
what brings together the perfection of love, fear and hope (in Allah's 
worship).' 

AI-Qurtubi ( .JJl~.1) said: 'The basis of 'ibiidah: humbling oneself 
(tadhallull) and submission (khudu') and the duties of the Sharee'ah are 
called "'Ibiidiit" (pl. of 'ibiidah, i.e. acts of worship) because the 
(worshippers) stick to them and perform them with submissiveness and out 
of humility to Alliih the Exalted.' 

From these statements one will realise that 'ibiidah has a very wide 
meaning and is comprised of many matters. It will also become clear 
that many people have an incorrect and fragmented understanding 
of 'ibiidah. Most commonly they limit the meaning of 'ibiidah to 
prostrating, bowing, fasting, pilgrimage and other acts of worship. 
However, this is only one aspect from the many aspects of 'ibiidah. 
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In essence, the word 'ibiidah in the Arabic language and in the 
revelation has three meanings: 

1) Humbleness, lowliness (dhillah) and submissiveness (khudu'). 

2) Obedience (ta'ah) and compliance (inqiyad). 

3) Devotion/sacrifice (tanassuk) and worship (ta'alluh). 

When used in the Qur'an, either one of the above meanings is 

intended alone or two of them or all three together. 
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Obedience and Compliance 

'Ibiidah is often used in the Qur'an with the meaning of obedience 
and compliance. This is the second meaning by itself. Allah the 

Exalted says: 

~, ~·b·_ ·h II t,, <·-~ ~ ~) r~'~ ~~ ~ ,~ ~! ·~r r-1' 

~~~~ff 
'Have I not made it binding upon you, 0 Children of Adam, that 

you should not worship Shaytan? For he is to you a manifest 
enemy.'77 

The meaning of 'the worship of Shaytiin' is not the acts of worship such 

as prostrating, bowing, tawiif (i.e. circumambulation around the K'aba 
in Mecca) and other actions like them. Rather, the intended meaning 

is obedience to him, following him in what he inspires and dictates to 
his friends and allies. 

This meaning of obedience and compliance does not always 
constitute the great shirk78 which takes one out of the religion. In fact 

it is of two forms: 

The First: Obedience to something involving disobedience to Allah 

the Mighty and Majestic (without considering this disobedience to be 

77. Siirah Ya Seen (36):60. 
78. Shirk: The association of partners with Allah. This can 
occur in ones beliefs, feelings or actions. 
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lawful). This is when Shaytan, for example, beautifies fornication to 
someone, so he obeys him in that. Or when someone's master orders 
him to drink alcohol, so he obeys him. Or when someone's leader 
orders him to lie, so he obeys him in that while knowing and 
believing that it is prohibited (h.artim). This is the obedience which is 
included in the word 'ibtidah and the one who commits this is termed 
'a worshipper of Shaytan' - meaning one who follows him. However 
this is not the shirk which takes one out of the religion. It is something 
which is forbidden and the Messenger (f-,~..;.,~) warned against it 

with a severe warning by saying: 'There is no obedience in what involves 
disobedience to Allah. Indeed, obedience is only in that which is good. m 

The Second: This is obedience in ruling and making laws; i.e. in the 
declaration of what is lawful (halal) and prohibited (hartim). It is not 
permissible to direct this right to any other than Allah the Mighty and 
Majestic. If it is given to other than Allah then it constitutes the great 
shirk because the right of ruling and legislation is not fit for any other 
than Allah the One, the Subduer. The Exalted said: 

'And He (Allah) makes none to share in His Decision and 
Rule.'80 

and He also said: 

79. Reported in Saheeh Muslim. 

80. St1rah al-Kahl (18):26. 
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'Verily, the Rule is for none but Allah.'81 

The right of ruling and legislating is one of the specific characteristics 
of Uluhiyyah (the right of being worshipped alone) and due to this, 
one of the meanings of the word 'ilah' is 'the Legislator'. Some of the 
beautiful names of Allah are al-Hakam (the Judge, Arbiter) and al
Hakeem (the All-Wise). Based upon this, anyone who legislates or 
makes obligatory a legislation or rule other than that of Allah's has 
attributed to himself one of the characteristics of Uluhiyyah and by 
doing so he has made himself like Pharaoh who said: 

~;;~!~fl~~ 
'I do not know of another ilil.h (deity) for you besides me.'82 

As for the evidences that mere obedience and following other than 
Allah the Mighty and Majestic in ruling and legislating is considered 
shirk, then they are many. Among them is the following verse: 

~Ij_) IsJ! ~;_;J ~-~ i-_~~ 11 ~!~ 

~~}p ~! ~~f ·0 !~ rS)_~ 
'And indeed the devils do inspire their awliyii' (friends and 

allies) that they may dispute with you. And if you were to obey 
them then you would be mushrikftn (i.e. those who commit 

shirk).'83 

81. Siirah Yusuf (12):40. 
82. Siirah al-Qasas (28):38. 
83. Siirah al-An'am (6):121. 
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The obedience to the awliya' of Shaytan in this verse is considered 
shirk because it is obedience in legislation, that is in the halal and 

haram. This right does not befit anyone except Allah the Mighty and 

Majestic. It is reported by I:Iakim and others with an authentic chain 
of narration from Ibn 'Abbas that he said: 'People from among the 
pagans used to dispute with the Muslims regarding the matter of sacrificing 
(animals) and dead animals. They used to say: "You eat from what you have 
killed but you do not eat from what Allah has killed (i.e. carrion)." So Allah 
the Exalted said: 

"And if you obey them then you would be mushrikun. "M 

Therefore, mere obedience in matters like these is considered shirk. 

Ibn Katheer ( 4.l.11~..1) says: 'That means: when you turn away from what 
Allah has commanded and legislated you with towards the saying of 
someone other than Him, then you have placed others in front of Him and 
this is shirk.' 

Thus, whoever obeys the scholars in the making of >,aram that which 

Allah has made halal and the making of }Jaliil that which Allah has 
made >,ariim in their religious verdicts, or obeys the leaders in their 
rules and canons by which they govern the people, then that person 
has taken them as lords besides Allah and as a result of that he has 
become a mushrik (i.e. one woh commits shirk). The following verse 
regarding the People of the Book - the Jews and Christians - offers 

proof for that. The Exalted said: 

84. Ibid. 
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~1 y.J,~ ~ ~c;) r~\ ,~.&.~~ ~)~r I,'~1 

'They have taken their priests and their rabbis as lords besides 
Allah.'85 

Taking priests and rabbis as lords does not mean prostrating and 
bowing to them. What is meant here is obedience to them in the 
matters of ruling and legislating and making things halal and 1,ariim. 
This is because such obedience is 'ibiidah just like prostrating and 

bowing and is not permissible for anyone except Allah the Mighty 
and Majestic. Due to this, Allah rejected that from them (the People 

of the Book) in the remainder of the verse: 

.. , " ......... " "' ........... _, , ...... " ,.,, , _ ........ 
~ 'ill "-.!!! 'ii l..>..>'.J 4!)1 I_,~ 'ii! I.Jr.I Lo.J 

., .,. .,. .,. ... ,,. ... 

¢-
... , .. , " ... , ....... , < ,. I ".I uY...r-: 1....o.>- >. " 

'And they were not commanded (anything) except to worship 
only one ilah - none has the right to be worshipped except He. 
How free and remote is He from what they ascribe to Him.'86 

The Exalted also says, giving an example of such people who obey 
and follow a legislation other than His: 

r .................. .. , ... , ....... ,_ .... ... ., ., ......... 

~ u~i: ~ L. y:~..01 ~ ~ -~.r- lyS.r- ~ r' 
~I ~I~ r~:_; ~ µ1 ill ~)~ <lJI 

...... .,. .,. .... ... 

85. Surah at-Tawbah (9):31. 

86. Ibid. 
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'Or do they have partners who legislate for them in the Deen that 
for which Allih has sent down no authority. And if it were not 
for a word.of judgment, the decision would certainly have been 

made between them and the wrongdoers - for them is a 
tormenting punishment.'87 

So be warned as many have been put to trial by this. 

87. Siirah ash-Shiira (42):21. 
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Humbleness and Submissiveness 

'Ibadah is also used in the Qur'an when the first and second meanings 
are implied together. They are: humbleness and submissiveness 

along with obedience and compliance. The example of that is what 

is said in the language of the Arabs: 'a debased camel, subdued, docile 
and easily compliant and obedient'. However, the liberated 
Muwahhidiin88 refuse to do that for any other than their Lord. 

An example in the Qur'an for such meanings is the saying of the 
Exalted: 

88. Muwabbid: One who has the very same firm and resolute 
belief in Allah and His Names and Attributes as did the 
Messenger (~,,.J,..;,~ and his companions~ ..;,Ii/,), [without 
denying or changing their meanings, asking about their 
condition (modality), or likening them to those of the creation] 
and in all the other articles of faith. Who then singles out Allah 
in all of his worship, not associating anything as a partner or 
equal with his Lord; doing that whilst loving Allah, fearing 
Him and hoping in Him and adhering strictly to the Sunnah of 
the Messenger ~,,.J,..;,~ his companions and all those who 
followed in their footsteps without deviating to the right or to 
the left but rather being straight and upright in the Deen, the 
Deen of lbraheem, who was not of the mushrikiin: 

'Say: Indeed, My Lord has guided me to the Straight Path, 
the upright and true Deen, the religion of lbraheem, the 

haneef (i.e. the one firm and true in Allah's worship and in 
His Obedience) and he was not of the mushrikfin. Say: Verily, 

my prayer, my sacrifice, my life and my death are all for 
Allah the Lord of all the worlds. He has no partner (equal). 

With that I have been commanded and I am the first of those 
who submit.' [Siirah al-An'am (6):161-3] 
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~~ J1L~ ,:.,;~ ~.Jfa ~L;.G ~;. ,~-) ~ 
• , r- , , I 

i)Lii ~~~ Co)·~($'~ t,~-Li ~~~ ~;:~ J! 
~~.J,~ w 4o)~ ~ ~~<1 ~;r - - -

'Then We sent Moses (Musa) and his brother Aaron (Harlin) 
with Our Signs and a clear authority to Pharaoh and his chiefs. 
But they behaved arrogantly in the land and were an insolent 

people. And they said: Shall we believe in two mortals like 
ourselves while their people give 'ibitdah to us?'89 

'lbiidah here does not refer to the acts of worship such as bowing, 

prostrating and others but it means debasement and submissiveness 
along with complete obedience and compliance. 

At-Tabari ( u.Jl'UL:>...J) said: "' ... give 'ibadah to us" means "obey us and 
humble themselves to us, they make consultation and plan with our plan and 
affair and subject themselves for (our) sake." The Arabs name everyone who 
subjects himself to his master as "a worshipper of him."' 

Pharaoh used to enslave the Children of Israel and would impose an 
evil punishment upon them. He would spread his fear amongst them 

and into their hearts by murder and separation of families to make 

them concede to his authority. Pharaoh also forced them to submit to 
him and comply with his legislation and government and his rules 
and canons which he made incumbent upon them so that they may 
yield to his dictates. Rather he made binding his tortures and 
punishments upon whoever tried to escape from obeying him or 

89. Siirah al-Mu'miniin (23):45-7. 
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refused to do so due to being enticed by his soul. Humiliation, 
submission and compliance are from among the meanings of 'ibiidah 
which is not permissible for other than Allah the Mighty and Majestic 
and hence, Musa said to Pharaoh: 

'And is that the favour of which you remind me, that you have 
enslaved the Children of Israel?'9() 

The Children of Israel were, in reality, slaves to Pharaoh due to their 
obedience and unrestricted submission to him. You would see them 
complying with him, being submissive to every rule, resolution and 
judgement which he established. He would lead them to the right 
and they would follow and he would lead them to the left and they 
would follow. He would mock and ridicule the existing values and 
morals by his statements and declarations and by means of his 
announcements. He would cast out all other beliefs and convictions 
and call at the top of his voice: 

'I do not know of another ilah (object of worship) for you 
besides me. 191 

Meaning, 'there is not for you an object of worship - one that is obeyed and 
who legislates besides me and my statute and rule is the only (form of) 
judgement - there is no legislation besides it.' You will have found the 

90. Siirah ash-Shu'ara' (26):22. 
91. Siirah al-Qasas (28):38. 
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Israelites, despite all of that, complying with him and submitting to 
him willingly. Rather they would applaud him, flatter him and rejoice 

and shout by his honour. This is of the lowest degrees of enslavement 

to other than Allah the Mighty and Majestic and because of this, Allah 
the Exalted has described such people with insignificance, foolishness 

and transgression. Allah the Exalted said: 

'So he befooled and misled his people and they obeyed him. 
Surely they were a transgressing people. 192 

So take caution and take caution again lest you become one of the 
transgressing people. 

92. Surah az-Zukhruf (43):54. 
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Sacrifice and Worship 

'Ibiidah is also used in the Qur'an to mean devotion/sacrifice and 
worship. This is from two aspects: 

The First: Either by fulfilling the acts of worship such as bowing, 
prostrating, circumambulating (the K'aba), sacrifice (of animals) and 
others. All of this is 'ibiidah and it is not permissible to direct it to 
anything other than Allah the Mighty and Majestic; neither to a grave, 
a tomb, a pious person nor a prophet. Most people know this 
meaning and think it is the only meaning for 'ibiidah while being 
ignorant of the other meanings. 

The Second: By believing that an individual has control over the 
causes and effects in this world. So a person fears him and calls upon 
him for his needs, to receive his help; and appeals to and petitions 
him in moments of difficulty, terror and decrease in life and property. 
He also seeks deliverance from him, places his hope in him and seeks 
refuge in him from what he fears and is afraid of. 

The people of lbraheem used to call upon other than Allah the 
Mighty and Majestic. So Allah, the One free and remote from all 
imperfections, named that 'ibiidah. Allah the Exalted says, quoting 
lbraheem: 

'And I will withdraw from you and what you call upon besides 
Allah ... 193 

93. Siirah Maryam (19):48. 
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Then the Exalted said: 

'Then when he withdrew from what they used to worship 
besides Allah ... 194 

Thus there occurs in the authentic hadeeth of the Messenger {f-,..:},~~): 

'Supplication is 'ibtidah. 195 

The mushrikun amongst the Arabs used to seek refuge with and seek 
deliverance from the Jinn due to their fear of them. So Allah the 
Exalted rebuked them because this is worship which is not to be 
directed to anything other than Allah the Mighty and Majestic: 

'And there were some men amongst mankind who used to seek 
refuge with males from amongst the Jinn and they ijinns) only 

increased them (men) in wrongdoing.'96 

The example of that in our own time is the magnification of the 
leaders, ministers, chiefs and the officials with the belief that increase 
and decrease in sustenance is in their hands. Men fear them until this 

constant fear penetrates into their hearts; so they begin to be 

94. Su.rah Maryam (19):49. 
95. Reported by at-Tirmidhi. 

96. Siirah al-Jinn (72):6. 
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observant of them and reckon with their reckoning, both in their 
presence and their absence. They put forward their commands over 
and above the commands of the One who has enormous power over 
the heavens and the earth. They fear them secretly and openly and 
hold them in awe greater than they hold Allah the Mighty and 
Majestic in awe. The Messenger (f",,_},...;.,~) has advised every single 

one of us with the following authentic words: 

'When you ask then ask from Allah and when you seek aid then seek aid from 
Allah. Know that if the ummah gathered together in order to benefit you 
with something, they would not benefit you with anything except what 
Allah has already written for you. And (know) that if they were to gather in 
order to harm you with anything, they would not harm you with anything 
except what Allah has already written for you. The pens have been lifted and 
the ink has dried. m 

These are the meanings of 'ibiidah which you have just become 
acquainted with. So be covetous and zealous - may Allah have mercy 
upon us and you - of unifying them all for Allah the Mighty and 
Majestic. So do not humble yourself or be submissive to any besides 
Him - and do not obey or follow other than His legislation - and do 
not prostrate, bow, supplicate or give devotion to anything other than 
Him. The Exalted said: 

:~thT~l~l'l-~I Gf ~.·., 
~ . , , ~-

'Indeed, I am Allah, none is deserving of worship except me. 
So worship Me (alone).'98 

97. Reported by Imam Al:unad. 
98. Surah Ta Ha (20):14. 

60 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

He, the Mighty and Majestic, has ordered us to worship Him with 
everything that the word 'ibiidah encompasses from among the 
meanings of humiliation and submissiveness, obedience and 
compliance, devotion and sacrifice. The Exalted has also said: 

~~--j ,-:,i ~~ ~ ~~~ ~~~ ~~ ~L ~! j 

~~, · '. ·n j~f GG ~YJ ~~~ :J ~;:. ~ 
, , 

'Say: Indeed my prayer, my sacrifice, my life and death are all for 
Allah the Lord of all the Worlds. He has no partner; with that 

have I been commanded and I am the first of those who 
submit.199 

So be from among the people of Tawheed and do not associate 

anything in the worship of your Lord as that is the right of Allah 
upon you and if you fulfil it then it is a promise binding upon Allah 

to admit you into the Garden without punishment. The Messenger 
(;,-,~..;.,~) said: 'The right of Alliih upon His seroants is that they should 

worship Him alone and not associate any partners with Him and the right 
of the seroants upon Allah is that He shall not punish anyone who does not 
associate anything with Him. '100 

And presented to you now are the necessary conditions of 'ibiidah ... 

99. Siirah al-An'iim (6):162-3. 
100. Reported by al-Bukhari and Muslim. 
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Chapter 3: The Conditions of Worship 

As for the conditions of 'ibiidah, that is, for it to be accepted, then they 
are three in number: faith (Iman), sincerity (ikhla5) and imitation 

(ittiba'). 

So the servant's 'ibiidah is not accepted except with the abundance and 

the bringing together of the three abovementioned conditions. 
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Faith (Iman) 

As for Imiin then that is what has been mentioned in the hadeeth of the 

Angel Gabriel Oibreel) in Saheeh Muslim: '(Iman is) that you affirm your 
conviction in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Messengers, the Final Day 
and the Divine Apportionment, both the good and the bad of it. '101 

As our Salaf(Pious Predecessors) have said: 'Iman consists of firm and 
resolute belief in the heart, profession with the tongue and acting in 
accordance with the commands of Allah and His messenger (f-,,-:1-,:.,~).' 

Iman is a pillar in the acceptance of 'ibadah. The Exalted says: 

~f ~ ~ bl .- 1:..1 1·011 ·1_,L.:~ ·,;.:,: :.r.j1 ~! 

¢-~ v-->i 0" 

'Those who believe and do deeds of righteousness - never shall 
we diminish the reward of the one who has made excellent his 

action.'102 

The Exalted also says: 

~; ;~ ~1 ) _}~ J: l.L ~ i)"_J 

¢-....,L.:.- ~ ~ 0.;j_;,: ~1 ~~-~ -.,., ~h 
- - -

101. Reported by al-Bukhari and Muslim from 'Umar ibn al
Khattab. 

102. Su.rah al-Kahl (18):30. 
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'And whoever does an action whether male or female while 
being a believer, then they will enter Paradise and will be given 

provisions without measure.'103 

So Imiin has been made a condition and acting out of Imiin, brother 
and sister Muslim, requires: 

1. that you have full conviction and firm belief in the 
commandment that you are acting upon, that it has been 
ordered by Allah on the tongue of His messenger (f,-,.-d-...!iij1, in 

an authentic text, 
2. and that you also make yourself aware of the specific 
reward that would result should you fulfil that commandment, 
increasing thereby your motivation for it. 

It is likewise for a prohibited act: 
1. that you have full conviction and firm belief in the 
prohibition, that it has in fact been prohibited by Allah on the 
tongue of His Messenger (f",--:1-...!i~} in an authentic text, 

2. and that you also make yourself aware of the specific 
punishment that would ensue should you become disobedient, 
so as to make you flee from it. 

As for those who are devoid of Imiin then their worship will not be 
accepted. The Exalted says: 

103. Su.rah Ghafir (40):40. 
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'And We shall turn to whatever actions they did and turn them 
into scattered dust.'104 

The Exalted also says regarding their worship: 

'Their actions are like a mirage in the desert which the thirsty 
man deems to be water; until when he comes to it to find 

nothing (there).'105 

and the Exalted also says: 

~~ (Y- ~ ~!I ~ ~\:·,;I .. ~~)' ~f 

'Their actions are like ashes on which the wind blows hard on a 
stormy day.'106 

So, brother and sister Muslim, increase your Imiin by learning the 
specific details of the Islamic Creed, performing the prescribed 

actions and avoiding what displeases Allah and brings upon you His 
anger - and there is nothing more harmful to your Imiin than sins - so 
that every action you perform is not wasted, turned to dust or blown 
away by the wind. 

104. Surah al-Furqan (25):23. 
105. Surah an-Nur (24):39. 
106. Surah lbraheem (14):18. 
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Sincerity (Ikhlii$)107 

As for ikhl4$, then that is one of the meanings of the testimony 'none 
has the right to 'ibiidah except Allah' in that your 'ibiidah should be 
exclusively and sincerely for Allah the Mighty and Majestic. Imiin by 
itself is not sufficient for our 'ibiidah to be accepted by Allah. Rather 
it is necessary that your action is out of Imiin in Allah and complete 
ikhlii$ to Him, the Mighty and Majestic, so that you do not make 
anyone a partner with Him. The Exalted said: 

'Those who have Iman and confuse not their Iman with injustice, 
for them there will be security and they are the rightly guided.'108 

Injustice here means shirk as was explained by the Messenger 
(,/4-,,J,..;.,~) to the Companions (r' ..:.,1i1,) and as has been recorded by al

Bukhari in Kitiibut-Tafseer of his Saheeh. 

Allah the Mighty and Majestic has laid down a condition for the 
perfection of Imiin, which gives its possessor security, guidance and 
freedom from shirk and that is ikhlii$; the abundance of which is. 
necessary for 'ibiidah to be accepted. The Exalted says: 

107. For a more comprehensive discussion on this topic, you 
can refer to our English translation of The Book of Sincerity by 
Shaykh Husayn al-'Awii'ishah.ISBN O 9530668 0 0. 
108. Siirah al-An'am (6):82. 
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'And they were not commanded except with this: that they 
should worship Allah, being completely sincere in the Deen.1109 

and the Exalted also says: 

'Say: Indeed I have been commanded to worship Allah making 
the Deen sincerely for Him alone.'110 

and there is also the /Jadeeth Qudsi reported by Muslim: 'I am so self
sufficient that I am in no need of having partners. Thus, whoever does an 
action for someone else's sake as well as Mine, will have that action rejected 
by Me to him whom he associated with Me. 1111 

Ikhla$ is the sanctification of one's speech and action from every 
blemish of the soul's desire. For example, desiring your beautification 
in the hearts of people, desiring their praise so that they say 'a 
scholar', 'what a brave man' or' a doer of good' . Also included in this 
is running away from the criticism of people (i.e. abandoning certain 
actions because people may criticise or become angry), seeking 
people's magnification of yourself, their aid and assistance, the 
fulfilment of your needs or desiring other people's wealth and 
possessions - while being contented with all of that because your soul 
is deceived at amazement with itself. 

109. Siirah al-Bayyinah (98):5. 
110. Siirah az-Zumar (39):11. 

111. Reported by Muslim. 
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Know also, brother and sister Muslim, that ikhlii$ is not correct until 
you are truthful in your speech, action, sbiving and while you desire 

nothing but the Face of Allah the Mighty and Majestic and the Home 
of the Hereafter. The Exalted says: 

',t:i ~Ll :;; ~~ ~~-~I ~ ~~ i~ql ;o ;;~ 
~L~~ ~~ 

'And whoever desires the Hereafter and strives for it as it should 
be strived for while being a believer, then his striving will be 

acknowledged (rewarded).'112 

There are some other useful definitions of ikhlii~: 

1. It is the freedom from every blemish and impurity of the desire for 

nearness to Allah the Mighty and Majestic. 

2. It is singling out Allah the Mighty and Majestic with one's intention 
in all acts of worship. 

3. It is forgetting the sight of the creation by continual observance of 
the Creator (i.e. His Deen). 
4. It is to hide your good deeds just like you would hide your evil 
deeds. 

So be warned, brother and sister Muslim, that no action is acceptable 
to Allah if somebody else is given a share in it. Reflect carefully upon 
the words of Yusuf bin al-1:Iusayn ar-Razi: 'Indeed the hardest thing (to 
achieve) in this world is ikhliis. Haw many times have I struggled to 
extinguish riyii' (shawing off) from my heart except that it only appeared 

112. Siirah al-Isrii' (17):19. 
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again in a different colour. '113 

Also reflect upon the words narrated by Ibn Qudamah al-Maqdisi in 

his Mukhtasir Minhajil-Qtisideen: 'Indeed mankind, all of them, are 
destroyed except those with knowledge. And all those with knowledge are 
destroyed except those who act upon it. And all those who act are destroyed 
except those who are sincere in their action. And all those who are sincere are 
in great danger (of associating other than Allah in their actions). '114 

113. Jiimi ul-Ulum wal-Hikam of lbn Rajah al-Hanbali p. 17. 
114. Mukht17$ir Minhiijil-Qi¥ideen of lbn Qudamah al-Maqdisi p. 
360. 
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Imitation and Adherence to the Sunnah 
(Ittibii') 

As for ittibil' then that is also one of the meanings of the testimony 
that: 'Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah' in that one's 'ibiidah 
should be in agreement with and in accordance to what the 
Messenger (,A-,,..},..;,lj") came with. 

Every form of worship which is introduced and invented and which 
the Messenger (tt-,,..},..;,lj") did not come with is false and rejected, not 

being accepted from the one who acts upon it - even if he has Imiin 
and ikhlii$. 

The Messenger (f-,,..},..!,lj") said, as is recorded by Ibn Khuzaymah in 

his Sabeeh, about the perfection and comprehensiveness of his 
guidance: 'By Him in Whose Hand is my soul. I have not left a single thing 
which brings you closer to Paradise and distances you from Hellfire except 
that I have commanded you with it. And I have not left a single thing which 
brings you closer to Paradise and distances you from Hellfire except that I 
have prohibited you from it. ms 

In Saheehul-Bukhiiri and Saheeh Muslim the Prophet (f-,,..},..!,lj") says: 

'Whoever introduces into this affair of ours something which does not belong 
to it will have it rejected. '116 

Muslim adds in his Saheeh from' Ai'shah that the Prophet (f-,,..},..!,lj") 

also said: 'Whoever does an action which we have not commanded, will 

115. Reported by Ibn Khuzayrnah and Ahmad. 
116. Reported by Imam Muslim. 
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have it rejected. 1117 

Furthermore, one's 'ibiidah should be performed in accordance with 

the manner of the Messenger (~,--:}-..;.,~) and that is his proven, 

authentic Sunnah. Abu Diiwfid in his Sunan reports from lbn 'Eesii: 
'Whoever does an action in a way different from ours, then it is rejected. ,ns 

Fudayl ibn Ayyad, one of the tiibi'im (second generation of Muslims), 

said regarding the verse, ' ... that He may test you, which of you is 

best in deeds1119
, '(It means) the most sincere and the most correct'. So 

those who were around him said: 'And what is the most sincere and the 
most correct?' He replied: 'Action, if it is correct but not sincere will not 
be accepted. And action, if it is sincere but not correct will not be accepted 
until it is both sincere and correct. Sincere means that nothing but the Face 
of Alliih is sought and correct means that it is in confonnity with the 
Sunnah.1 

The great Imam, Sufyiin ath-Thawri (4.LJ/4-4.:a._;), said: 'No word is 
accepted without action and no word and action are accepted without 
intention and no word action and intention are correct unless they are in 
accordance with the Sunnah.' 

From the above-mentioned narrations you should know, brother and 
sister Muslim, that: 

1. The Messenger's (~,--:}-..;.,~) guidance is complete and perfect, 
nothing has been omitted. Abu Dharr (~..;.,,(f',) said: 'The Messenger 
(f-,--:}-..;.r~) did not even leave a bird flapping its wings in the sky except that 

117. Reported by Imam Muslim. 

118. Reported by Abu Dawiid. 

119. Su.rah Hii.d (11):7. 
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he gave us knawledge regarding it.'120 

2. Anything introduced into the religion which was not present at the 
time of the Messenger (f",,.:1-..;,~) and his Companions V ..;,1~) will be 
rejected. Imam Malik ( ..J..1/4...a.:,..J) said: 'Whoever introduces something 
into Isliim and considers it to be good has claimed that Muhammad 
(tt,-,,.:1-..;,~) was treacherous to his trust of Messengership. '121 

3. Any action (of worship) which is performed without the command 
of Allah or His Messenger (f-,,.:1-..;,~) will be rejected. 

4. Any action which is performed in a manner other than that of the 
Messenger (f-,,.:1-..;,~) will be rejected. 

The matter has been made clear for us in the Saheeh of Muslim who 
reports from Jabir ibn 'Abdullah(~..;,,~) that the Messenger (f",,.:1-,.;,~) 
used to say in his sermon for a particular need: 'The best of guidance is 
the guidance of Muhammad and the worst of affairs are the newly invented 
matters, for every newly invented matter is an innovation and every 
innovation is misguidance.' 

So it is incumbent, 0 brother and sister Muslim, that you make your 
'ibiidah bound and fettered with these three conditions: Imiin, ikhl~ 
and ittibii'; and be zealous that your worship is in accordance with the 
Sunnah as those who abandon it are greater than those who cling to 
it. If not, then scattered dust ... scattered dust... scattered dust!!! 

And presented to you now are the essential characteristics of 'ibiidah ... 

120. Related by Ahmad (5/153), at-Tiyalasi (no. 479) and 
at-Tabarani in al-Kabeer (no. 1647). Its isniid is liaheeh. 
121. Reported by as-Shatibi in AI-I'tisiim (1/ 49). 
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Chapter 4: The Characteristics of Worship 

It is befitting for our 'ibiidah, in order that it may be performed in the 

exact manner in which it has been requested by Allah, that we 

accompany it with three matters: love, fear and hope. 
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Love (Mahabbah) 

So we worship the One free from all imperfections, the Exalted, out 
of love. The Exalted says: 

'And those who believe are more intense in their love for 
Allah.'122 

and the Exalted also says: 

~-:>if~~;~ ·~1: ~~i ~u.; 
, .., , , ., ,. > ~ ! .. .. ,__ .... ,.,. ,., ,. ,., ... 
. - J:JI -L, . . 4-..j~_, ~ (Y': ~ - ~_,,-, 

'O you who believe! Whoever from among you turns his back 
from his religion, then soon will Allah bring a people whom He 

will love and they will love Him.'123 

And the love of Allah the Mighty and Majestic necessitates the 
following of His laws. The Exalted says: 

:.Ui r<· .. ·~ ~;.;·.-u JJi ~~ r:·s ul Ji 
~;'~ fJ j'~ ~ 

122. Surah al-Baqarah (2):165. 
123. Siirah al-Ma'idah (5):54. 
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'Say (0 Muhammad): If you really do love Allah then follow me, 
Allah will love you (on account of that) and forgive you your 

sins.'124 

And loving Him, the One free from all imperfections, the Exalted, 

necessitates placing His command before the world and whatever is 

within it. The Messenger of Allah (ti-,,.d,,;,,~) said, as is recorded by al

Bukhari: 'There are three things which if a person possesses he will have 
tasted the sweetness of Iman: that Alliih and His Messenger are more belaved 
to him than everything besides them ... '125 

Some of the Salaf have said: 'And the basis of 'ibiidah (is that it) 
guarantees extreme love with extreme humility and this is not befitting for 
anything except Alliih the Mighty and Majestic alone.' 

ff this is directed to other than Allah the Mighty and Majestic then it 
is shirk, just as Allah the Exalted says: 

'And amongst mankind are those who take others besides Allah 
as partners, they love them as they should only love Allah.'126 

This is when someone loves the singers, actors and other characters 

more than Allah and His Messenger (tL-,,.d,,;,,~). A sign of this is that 

he is more attached to them than he is to the commandments of Allah 

124. Surah Ali 'Imran (3):31. 
125. Reported by al-Bukhari. 
126. Su.rah al-Baqarah (2):165. 
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the Mighty and Majestic. Also, it is like those who love the tawiighiit127 

from among the rulers and those besides them. As a result of this love 
they put their commandments and understanding above the Rule of 
Allah the One, the Subduer. They sing out of praise for them and 
boast of their servitude to them. 

Beware and beware once again that you do not become one of them 
as you will lose out in this world and in the Hereafter. Indeed, this 
would be the manifest loss. 

127. Tighiit (pl. tawaghiit) is something or someone which is 
taken as an object of worship along with or besides Allah. It is 
a 'false god' because it does not possess any of the qualities 
which Allah the Exalted, the only iliih in truth, possesses. It 
cannot cause benefit or remove harm, nor can it give life or 
cause death. Thus, even prophets, angels or pious people can 
become false gods when worship which is due to Allah alone 
is directed towards them. Likewise a leader or a ruler can be a 
tiighiit when he is given such obedience as is due only to Allah 
alone. The duty of all the Messengers was to prevent the 
worship given to tawiighiit and to redirect it to Allah alone, the 
only One deserving of such worship: 

'And We have certainly raised in every nation a Messenger 
with this command: Make your 'ibadah for Allah (alone) and 

avoid all taghat. Amongst them were those whom Allah 
guided and there were others upon whom misguidance was 

due. So travel through the Earth and see the end of those 
who reject (true faith).' [Siirah an-Nahl (16):36) 

Allah also says: 

'And whoever rejects taghat and believes in Allah will have 
made a firm handhold which never breaks.' 

[Siirah al-Baqarah (2):256) 
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It is not sufficient that you worship Allah with love alone without 
accompanying it with fear and hope. None of those from among the 
Sufis128 deviated when they deviated except due to their false notion 
that they are the beloved ones of Allah, worshipping Him with love 
only; without having fear of His punishment and hoping or aspiring 
for His forgiveness and reward. This is one of the biggest reasons for 
their misguidance and deviation because they went against the 
command of Allah the Mighty and Majestic where He has ordered us 
to worship Him with fear and hope as well as love. He says: 

'So call upon Him out of fear and hope.'129 

128. See The Reality of Sufism in Light of the Qur' an and Sunnah 
by Shaykh Muhammad ibn Rab'i al-Madkhali. 
129. Siirah al-A'raf (7):56. 
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Fear (Khawf) 

As for worshipping Him out of fear then that is due to the Exalted' s 
saying: 

~0AI v ~I ~~ ½.) i~ J~ 0'° ~G 
~($}JI ~ i ~_;jl 0~ 

'And as for the one who fears the standing in front of his Lord 
and prevents his soul from its whims, then indeed Paradise will 

be his abode.'130 

The Exalted also says: 

'And for the one who fears the standing in front of his Lord there 
are two gardens (in Paradise).'131 

and He, the Mighty and Majestic, also said: 

'That (victorious establishment upon the Earth) is for the one 
who fears the standing in front of Me and fears My waming.'132 

130. Siirah an-Nazi'at (79):40-1. 
131. Siirah ar-Rahmlin (55):46. 
132. Siirah Ibraheem (14):14. 
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and the One free from all imperfections also says: 

'So do not fear them but fear Me if indeed you are really 
believers.'133 

Fear by itself is not sufficient for the correctness of 'ibiidah. There is no 
escape from accompanying it with love and hope. Some of the 
Khawiirij were amongst those who had intense fear of Allah the 
Mighty and Majestic and due to this they had little rest and comfort 
at night (due to praying). However, they had strayed because fear 
alone is not sufficient for travelling upon the Straight Path. Do you 
not see that Shaytan claimed fear from Allah the Mighty and Majestic. 
The Exalted says: 

J~ _)$' W fii ~?LJ J~ ~! 0 •C:,. II j.s 

~~I ~~ JJI Jl;.f ~~ -.,-~ :0;. ~~ 
'Like the example of Shaytan when he says to man: Disbelieve 

(or be ungrateful), so when he disbelieves (or becomes 
ungrateful), he (Shaytan) says: I am free of you. Indeed, I fear 

Allah the Lord of the Worlds.'134 

and the Exalted also says about Shaytan: 

133. St1rah Ali 'Imran (3):175. 

134. Siirah al-Hashr (59):16. 
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j1.;~ ~ ~ ~ ~)-.: .·rr ~:r; w 
JJi J~f ~! ~~; i ~ ~) ~! ~ ~I.S.r. ~! 

¢-.....,Cwi ,..\.J~ ~r . . '.) 
' ' ' 

'So when the two parties were seen by him he fled on his heels 
and said: I am free from you all. I see what you do not see. 

Indeed, I fear Allah and Allah is strict and intense in 
Punishment.'135 

Allah has cursed Shaytan. He knows that Allah is the Lord of the 

Worlds and that He is intense in punishment. He sometimes 
remembers that so he fears Him. However, this fear is only temporary 

and with pretence - it is free from the worship which is accompanied 
with love and hope - and that will not save Shaytan from the 
punishment of Allah the Mighty and Majestic because he does not 
give obedience nor does he restrain from disobedience. Thus, the 

curse of Allah remains upon Shaytan till the Day of Judgement. 

135. Surah al-Anfal (8):48. 
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Hope (Raja) 

It is necessary that we worship Allah, the One remote from all 
deficiencies, the Exalted, out of hope. That is, we hope in His 
Forgiveness and His Paradise. The Exalted says, describing the 
believers: 

'Those are the ones who place their hope in the Mercy of Allah 
and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Merciful.'136 

The Exalted also said, addressing the believers with the quality of 
hope which distinguishes them from the disbelievers: 

'And you hope from Allah what they do not hope (from Him).'137 

The servant's worship of Allah the Mighty and Majestic is not set 
aright by hope alone, without fear and love. Those who deviated 
amongst the Murji'ah (those who believe that sins do not damage a 
person's Imiin) did not deviate except due to their excess in 
depending upon hope (in Allah) only. Those who follow them in the 
present day are many, indulging themselves in the various types of 
shirk and disobedience. If you were to command them with a good 
deed or prohibit them from an evil deed they would enumerate what 

136. Surah al-Baqarah (2):218. 

137. Surah an-Nisii' (4):104. 
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they have memorised regarding the vastness of Allah's Mercy: that 

He is ar-Rahman (the Ever-Merciful), ar-Raheem (the Mercy-Giving), 
al-Cha.fur (the Forgiving), ar-Ra'uf (the Compassionate). Thus, they 

disobey and commit sins while placing their hope in Allah's Mercy 

without fearing Him; that they may keep away from what He has 
forbidden them and without love which would make them follow His 

laws. In fact, Allah the Mighty and Majestic when He describes 

Himself does not just mention Mercy by itself, but rather He says: 

~ ~I~ ~G P~)I ~fa, Gf ~f 0_~~ ~ 
P~·I ~Ii.JI 

'Inform my servants that I am al-Ghafflr, ar-Raheem. And that 
My punishment is a painful, tormenting punishment.'138 

The Exalted also says: 

j)Jls~ yl.Wi-½~ y)JlJ~L;; ~~i_;Li. 
... .,,. ,., ,,. .. .,, ... .,. .,. ... 

P~i ~I ;, ~I ~I~-- , ' 

'The Forgiver of Sins and the Acceptor of Repentance, the Strict 
in Punishment and the One with a long reach. None has the 
right to be worshipped except He. To Him is the Return.'139 

So fear and hope are two necessary characteristics. It is vital that one 
does not exceed one with the other, as they are two opposites. When 

138. Siirah al-Hijr (15):49-50. 

139. Siirah Ghiifir (40):3. 
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they are equal, the servant's worship is correct and upright, whereas 
when one predominates, the other becomes disordered and 
imbalanced. Allah the Mighty and Majestic, when He described His 

believing servants, has made it clear that their situation is a balanced 

one, in between Fear and Hope. The Exalted says: 

~.) yl~ ~I½,~ ~)~~; ::,_~ ~_;;; 

~L_J'~ ~l$' 

'They hope for His Mercy and they fear His Punishment. Indeea, 
the Punishment of your Lord is something to beware of.'140 

and the Exalted also says: 

'Their sides do forsake their beds while they call upon their Lord 
out of fear and hope.'141 

Meaning they fear His punishment and hope in His forgiveness and 
reward, until fear and hope become like the two wings of a bird to the 
believing servant which carry him in his path towards istiqiima. If one 

of them was left on its own then the servant would be destroyed. 

This, brother and sister Muslim, is love, fear and hope. The servant's 
'ibiidah is not complete and is not in accordance with the manner in 
which it has been ordered by Allah the Mighty and Majestic until it 

140. Siirah al-Isrii' (17):57. 
141. Sarah as-Sajdah (32):16. 
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combines love, fear and hope. Those who have deviated have not 
deviated except due to falling short of these characteristics. For this 
reason the Salaf have said: 

'Whoever worships Allah with love only is indeed a Zindeeq (heretic). And 
whoever worships Him with hope only is indeed a Murji' (one who believes 
that sins impart no harm to a person's Imiin). And whoever worships Him 
out of fear only is indeed a Hariiri ( another name of the Khawiirij, those who 
believes that sins take a person out of Islam). But whoever worships Him 
with love, fear and hope is indeed a believing Muwahhid.' 

Be careful, 0 brother and sister Muslim, that you do not let your hope 
in Allah predominate and your fear and love of Him diminish as you 
will find it easy to commit sins and to disobey Him whilst thinking 
that you will be forgiven. Indeed, this is a delusion which many fall 
into. 

Be careful, 0 brother and sister Muslim, that you do not let your love 
of Allah predominate and your fear of Him diminish as this will 
make you think that you are His beloved. So you will become 
arrogant thinking that you have some sort of favour and promise 
with Allah to the exception of others. Such is the case of the 
misguided Sfifis and the likes of them, who claim that they worship 
Allah but only do so out of their desires and lusts and out of love 
only. As such, they invent and innovate into the religion thinking that 
this will be acceptable to Allah. 

And be careful also, brother and sister Muslim, that you do not let 
your fear of Him predominate and your hope in Him diminish as 
Shaytlin will not fail to mislead you into thinking that there is no 
chance of forgiveness; so that you begin to despair of the mercy of the 
One Whose mercy predominates His Wrath and which has 
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encompassed every single thing. 

And it is also incumbent upon you that you do not direct these three 
to anything other than the Lord of all the Worlds, so that you do not 
love anything as Allah should be loved, and you do not fear anything 

as Allah should be feared, and you do not place your hope in 
anything other than Allah the Mighty and Majestic. If not, then 
behold, the Fire ... the Fire ... the Fire!!! 

And presented to you now is the perfection of 'ibtidah ... 
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Chapter 5: The Perfection of Worship 

Ihsiin 

Brother and sister Muslim! You have now become acquainted with 
'ibadah, its obligation, meaning, conditions and characteristics. It is 
incumbent that you beautify it. Therefore, it is upon you to 
accompany what has preceded with Ibsan and Ibsan is, as was taught 
to us by Jibreel (rl,L.-ll.::1-) when he questioned the Messenger (f-,.-::1-..;,&") 
regarding it and which has been recorded in SaJ,eel, Muslim: 'That you 
worship Alliih as if you are seeing Him and although you see Him not, 
surely He sees you. '142 

Know that Allah indeed sees us: 

'The One Who sees you when you stand up (for prayer) and 
when you move amongst those who prostrate themselves. 1143 

And know that Allah's Knowledge has encompassed every single 
thing and nothing remains hidden from Him. 

142. Reported by al-Bukhari and Muslim from 'Umar ibn al
Khattab. 

143. Siirah ash-Shu'ara (26):218-9. 
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~~ ~_, ~ ~~ ·~1 (.,~ ~ GS ~! ~ ~ 
j:...f ~; : WI ~ ~; ~~ii ~ b~~ ~~ ,:r 

,, ,,. ' ............ .,. ... ... 

¢-~ ~ i} ~!~I~_, .ill'~ ,:r 
.,.,,,, ... .,..,.. .,. ... 

'And never are you engaged in any affair, nor do you recite any 
portion of the Qur'an, nor do you do any action except that We 
are witnesses over you while you are deeply engaged in it. And 
there is nothing concealed from your Lord from the weight of an 

atom in the heavens and the earth or even smaller than that or 
greater, but it is in a dear book.'144 

· And with this we say ... 

Brother and sister Muslim! You have just been presented with 'ibadah, 

its obligation, its meaning, its conditions and its perfection. Nothing 
remains for you after you have read and understood it but: 

1. to increase your Iman by learning the general and specific 
details of the articles of faith, the first and foremost of which is 
the belief in the Tawheed of Allah, His Names and His 
Attributes; 
2. then to purify your intentions by removing from them all 
the impurities ( of showing off and seeking fame and 
recognition); 
3. then to do actions upon the Sunnah of your Messenger 
(t½~..;,~), avoiding all innovations; 

144. Siirah Yiinus (10):61. 
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4. to do all of that out of obedience to Allah the Mighty and 
Majestic, out of love for Him and love for such obedience; 
5. whilst fearing His refusal of your action, His displeasure 
and His punishment; 
6. and hoping for His acceptance of your action, His pleasure 
and His reward; 
7. and then to embellish the whole of that with Ihsan by 
worshipping Allah as if you see Him. 

Only when you have united these components for each and every 
action will you have performed 'ibadah in the way it has been 
prescribed. Then will your action be presentable to Allah the Mighty 
and Majestic! 

Hurry in doing that before the time comes when you may be one of 
those who will say: 

- r .. ~ .. - .. ... ...... ...... • .. ... 
~I~~~_,.; L, ~ ~~ 

'Woe be to me in that I neglected my duty towards Allah.'145 

and of those who will say: 

'O My Lordi Send me back in order that I may do good in that 
which I have left behind.'146 

145. Surah az-Zumar (39):56. 
146. Su.rah al-Mu'minun (23):99-100. 
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But rather be among the ones who will say: 

j)·, w~~G :~~ w~ 0 ~, JJ ,~, 
, , , 

'All praises and thanks be to Allah Who has fulfilled His 
promise to us and caused us to inherit (this) land. We can dwell 

in Paradise where we will. How excellent a reward for the 
(pious) workers.'147 

147. Siirah az-Zumar (39):74. 
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Summary 

As a summary for you, brother and sister Muslim, a poet has said: 

0 you would-be adherent 

to the Deen of al-Mustafa 

Cling to the means of deliverance 

Iman, ikhlii$ and ittibii' 

Be zealous of your sustenance 

malil;iabbah, khawf and rajii 

Then respond to His saying, the Most Benevolent 

'Is the reward for Ihsiin (anything) but Ihsiin?' 

Peace and Blessings be 
upon the Messenger of 
Allah, his Family and 
his Companions, those 
who followed them and 
all those who are guided 
in their footsteps till the 
Day of Judgement. 
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Glossary 

Awliya': friends/allies/protectors 

Deen: religion/way of life. 

l:ladeeth (pl. ahadeeth): narrations containing the sayings, actions, 
silent approvals and physical descriptions of the Prophet Muhammad 

(..,!--,--}-..!,~)-

l:ladeeth Qudsi: hadeeth of the Prophet Muhammad (,-t-,--}-..;,~) 

containing the speech of Allah, other than that fou!ld in the Qur'an. 

l:lajj: the pilgrimage to the K'aba in Mecca. 

l:lalal: lawful. All that has been made permissible by Allah in His 
Book or on the tongue of His Messenger (r<-,--}-..;i~). And Allah and 

His Messenger (r<-,~..;i~) do not command or make permissible 

except that which is wholesome, good and conducive for man and 
His relationship with Allah and His other creatures. 

l:laram: prohibited. All that has been declared forbidden by Allah in 
His Book or on the tongue of His Messenger (,-t-,~..;,~)- And Allah 

and His Messenger do not forbid except that which is impure, 
harmful and debimental to man and his relationship with Allah and 
His other creatures. 

l:lasan: good/sound. A rank classification of a hadeeth. 

'Iba.dab: worship. 
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lbn/bin: son of .. 

Ikhlas: sincerity. 

Iman: faith/creed. 

K' aba: the shrine in Mecca built by the Prophet Ibraheem and his son, 
Ishmael (lsma'eel), for the worship of Allah alone. 

Khawarij: A group from amongst the Muslims, the appearance of 
whom was prophesied by the Messenger (f-,,_},..;.,~). They declared 

Muslims to be disbelievers on account of committing sins and made 
lawful the shedding of their blood. The Messenger {f-,,_},..;.,~ ordered 

that they should be repelled and fought against. 

Mushrik (pl. mushrikiin): one who is guilty of shirk in belief, word 
or action. 

Muwahhid (pl. Muwahhidun): one who unifies all his worship and 
directs it to Allah alone. 

Saheeh: authentic. A rank classification of a hadeeth. The term is also 
used as an abridged reference to Saheehul-Bukhari or Saheeh Muslim: 
the authentic ahadeeth collections of Imam al-Bukhari and Imam 
Muslim respectively. 

Salafu$-$alih (or Salaf): the pious predecessors; referring to the first 
three generations of Muslims. 

Sharee'ah: the divinely revealed law (of Islam). 
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Shirk: to associate - directly or indirectly - any partners with Allah in 
one's beliefs, feelings or actions; i.e. compromising any aspect of 

Tawl]eed. 

Sunnah: the practice of the Prophet Muhammad (tl--,..J,~8-") in general 

and his life exemplification of the Qur'iin in particular. 

Surah: a chapter of the Qur'an. 

Tiibi'i (pl. tabi'iin): a companion of the companions of the Prophet 
(t½..J,~8-'). They themselves did not see the Messenger (r4",...},~8-") but 

had the honour of the knowledge, wisdom, understanding, guidance 
and graceful company of those who did. 

Taghut (pl. tawaghiit): a false deity, something which is taken as an 

object of worship along with or besides Allah. 

Tawaf: circumambulation; i.e. around the K'aba in Mecca. 

Tawheed: Islamic Monotheism. The Oneness, Unity and Uniqueness 
of Allah's Lordship, His Right to be worshipped and His Names and 

Attributes. 

Ummah: nation. The Muslim nation. 
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