
Www.IslamicBooks.Website

The Creed Of The 

PIOUS PREDECESSORS 
~--- - +-----

The 

PEOPLE OF HADEETH 

,. ... ,.. 

.... ,,. .. ... P"l 
~ 

' . -· ........ 
, - -

--~ "'""· ·--.. ,_ ___ ?' •• -

.......... , ..... , .. .J- .. ~ 

.,...J--., ... t..,., .. l ....... 
.,,.__ . 

By The Great Imaam 

ABOO 'UTHMAAN ISMAA'EEL ibn 'ABDURRAHMAAN 

As-Saaboonee 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website


Www.IslamicBooks.Website

:Aqeedatus-Salaf 
As'haabul-Hadeeth 

- - •- -
TH E C R EED OF THE 

( PIOU S) PR EDECESSORS & 
THE PEOPLE OF HADEETH 

BY TH E GREAT I MAAM 

Aboo 'Uthmaan Ismaa'eel ibn ½.bdurRahmaan as-Saaboonee 

( 373 - 449 AH ) 

Ed i ted And Chec k e d b y 

Shaykh Badr ibn 'Abdullaah al-Badr 

Www.IslamicBooks.Website


Www.IslamicBooks.Website

First Edition: Sha'baan 1420, ovember I 999. 

©Copyright 1999 by Masjid Ibnu Taymeeyah 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

All rights reserved. No part ef this publication may be produced 

in any lan9ua9e, stored in any retrieval ~stem or transmitted in 

any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopy

in9, recordin9 or 01herwise without rhe express permission ef the 

copyright owner. 

P u b I i s h e d b y: 

Maspd lbnu-Taymeeyah 

Brixton Mosque Islamic Cultural Centre 
I Gresham Road, Brixton, London, 
SW9 7PH, United Kingdom. 

Tel / Fax 01713264098. 

Printed in the United Kingdom by the Alden Group, Oxford 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

CONTENTS 

Translator's Introduction ... . ... i 

C H A PTER 1 
The Author's Introduction 
And Reason Why This Book Was Written ....... / 

C HAPTER 2 
The Creed Of The 

People Of Hadeeth , Regarding The Attributes Of Allaah . . .... .3 

C H A P T ER 3 

Their Stance Regarding The Attributes ... . ... 6 

C H A PTER 4 
The Q.ur'aan 

Is The Speech Of Allaah And It Is Not Created .. . .... 9 

C HAP T ER S 

Allaah Istiwaa Over His Throne ...... . 16 

C H A P T ER 6 
Their Belief Concerning The Nuzool 

( The Descending ) Of Allaah And His Coming . . .... .2 8 

C H A P TE R 7 
The Position Of The Salef ( Regarding These Narrations) .... . . .45 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

C H APTER 8 

The Resurrection After Death .. .... . 54 

CHAPTER 9 
Ash-Shifaa'ah ( The Intercession) . . .. .. . 56 

C H A P TE R 10 

The Hawd And The Kawther ( The Pool And The River) .. . ... . 58 

CHAPTER 11 

The Believers Will See Their Lord In The Hereafter . . . . . .. 60 

C H AP T E R 12 
Eemaan In Paradise And H ell 

And That They Are Both Created ...... . 62 

C H A P TER 13 

Al-Eemaan Includes 

Speech And Action . It Increases And Decreases ... . .. . 63 

C H APTE R 14 

We Do Not Call A Muslim An Unbeliever Due To His Sins .... ... 67 

C H A PT E R 15 
The Ruling Regarding 

Someone Who Abandons The Prayer Intentionally ..... . . 70 

C H A P TE R 16 

The Creation Of The Slaves' Actions ... . ... 72 

C H A PTER 17 
All Guidance Is From Allaah . . ... . . 7 3 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

CHAPTER 18 
The Good And The Evil. ..... . 77 

C H A PTER 19 
The Mashee'ah ( The Will ) Of Allaah ..... . . 8 I 

C H A PTER 20 

The Outcome Of The Slaves Is Unknown ..... . . 83 

CHAPTE R 2 1 

The Ruling Upon One Who Died Upon Belief Or Unbelief ..... . 84 

CHA PT E R 22 
Those Given The Glad Tidings Of ( Jannah ) Paradise ... . .. . 85 

C H A PT ER 23 
The Best Of The Companions And Their Khilaajah . . .... . 87 

C H APTE R 24 

The Prayer Behind The Righteous And The 
Immoral, And The Performing of Jihaad W ith Them ...... . 93 

C H A PTER 25 

Their Position With Regards To 

The Dispute Between The Companions ... ... . 95 

C H A PTER 26 
You Will ot Enter Paradise By Your Deeds Alone ...... . 96 

C H A PTER 27 
All Created Things Have An Appointed Term . . . .. . . 98 

C H A P TE R 28 
The Whisperings Of The Devils .. .. .. . 101 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

C HAPTER 29 

Magic And Sorcery. . . . . . . 1 04 

CHA PTER 30 

The Manners Of The People Of H adeeth .. .. . . . 106 

CHAPTER 31 

The Signs Of Ahl ul-Bid'ah . .... . . 109 

CH A PT ER 32 

The Signs Of Ahl us-Sunnah . ..... . 114 

APPEND I X 

Three Copies Of The Original Manuscripts ...... . 120 

GLO SS ARY OF TERMS .. . ... . 124 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

TRANSLATORS I NT RODU C TIO N 

Indeed all praise is due to Allaah, we praise Him and we seek His help 
and forgiveness. I testify that there is no deity worthy of worship except 
Allaah and Muhammad is His final Messenger,(~). 

This is an English translation of one of the most famous books on 'aqeedah 

(Creed). It has been published several times in Arabic and it continues 
to be popular amongst the students of knowledge, as a beginning to un

derstand the fundamentals of this religion. 

I chose to translate this book because of its status, and due to it being 
easily understood by the student who has just started his journey in the 

search of knowledge. It is also very concise, thus making it very easy, 
inshaa'allaah, to memorize along with its evidences. 

I have chosen Shaykh Badr ibn 'Abdullaah al-Badr's edition, as he has 

travelled extensively, to locate the various manuscripts of this book. There
fore, in my opinion this is the most accurate version of the book. Also 

with his knowledge of ahaadeeth he has added extensive references for 

the narrations. 

In my translation I have used his footnotes and detailed checking. How
ever, I have excluded some of them and added some from myself, to 

make the book an easy read for the English speaking student. I have 

added a few notes from the lectures of Shaykh 'Alee Hasan ibn 'Abdul
Hameed al-Halabee, which he delivered recently in Jordan. Witl1 his 

permission, I have included them as a brief explanation for the finer 

points which might be misunderstood. 
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Shaykh ½Jee Hasan advised me to make this a tahdheeb version, that is to 

purge it from the unauthentic narrations, which were, Alhamdulillaah, 

very fevv. For the full text of the book and the full checking, please refer 

to the Arabic original, published by Maktabah al-Ghurabah al-Athari;yah in 

al-Madeenah al-Munawwarah. 

The second edition in particular was greatly revised by Shaykh Badr, after 

he came across further manuscripts in India and al-Madeenah. 

I was requested to retain the asaaneed of the narrations, in order to keep 

as close as possible to the original text. The methodology of a tahdheeb 

edition is not only to purge the text of weak asaaneed, but also to make it 

easier for the reader by representing the facts in a cleare r way. However, 

in this pa1·ticular book, the removal of the asaaneed may have created 

some difficulties, as I maam as-Saa boo nee uses them, sometimes to prove 
the authenticity of the tex1:S and the strength of the routes of transmis

sion. Hence their removal may have upset the metl10dology fo llowed in 

this book. Apart from that, the isnaad system has great importance and 

this importance has been neglected in our time. Sufyaan ath-Thawree, 

rahimahullaah, said: 

"The isnaad is tl1e weapon of the believer. So if he has no weapon , with 

what will he fight." 

Tbn al-Mubaarak, rahimahullaah, said: 

"The isnaad with me is from the Deen. If there were no isnaad, then who

soever wanted would relate, whatever they wanted." 

lbn Seereen, rahimahullaah, said: 

"They never used to ask about the isnaad, but when the civil war broke 

out, they said: Name to us your men; those who belonged to Ahl llS

Sllnnah, their Ahaadeeth were accepted and those who were innovators, 

ll 
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their Ahaadeeth were rejected." 

I hope this English translation will benefit the Muslims and that Allaah 

accepts this from me as a small attempt to enjoin the good and forbid the 

evil. It is also hoped that my brothers and sisters in Islaam who desire to 

follow the Manha) of the Salaf, should gain a clearer idea of the Salefee 

½qeedah and Manha), insha'allaah. 

We have been ordered to unite on the correct way, which by Allaah's 

mercy is clear to us even today, living fourteen hundred years afte1· the 

death of our leader, Muhammad, the Messenger of Allaah, ~). 

The 'Aqeedah and Manha) of the Prophet, (~), and his Companions, 

have been transmitted to us through the noble scholars, who replied to 

all the innovators and heretics by writing many books, varying from a few 

pages to many volumes. They were always quick to reply and defend the 

'Aqeedah, from all types of religious unorthodoxy. They defined the cor

rect way and described its signs to reach the right path. They described 

the traits of the heretics, as well as the upholders of the truth, as is men

tioned by as-Saaboonee in this book, particularly in the last three chap

ters. It is essential to understand who the People of Hadeeth are and why 

we must follow their Manha), and to know before delving into this book, 
that they are Ahl us-Sunnah wal Jamaa 'ah, the saved sect. Allaah says: 

And hold fast, all of you, to the Rope of 
Allaah and do not be divided among your
selves.1 

The Messenger of Allaah, ~), said: " .. My Ummah will split up into 

seveno/ three sects. One will be in paradise and seven01 two will be in the fire." 

It was said: Who are they, 0 Messenger of Allaah? H e replied: 

I Soorah al-lmraan: 103 

Ill 
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"Th h ] 'h "2 o/ are t e amaa a . 

He, ~), also said: " There will not cease to be a 9roup from amon9st my 

Ummah, upholdin9 the truth. They will not be harmed by those who abandon 

them, until Allaah 's cgfair comes to pass and tho/ are uppermost. " 3 

There are many texts to be found in the Qur'aan and the Sunnah that 
describe the Saved Sect. Some of the statements of the scholars, to dem
onstrate their understanding of the Aayaat and the ahaadeeth are men
tioned belo,v. 

Imaam Ahmad ibn Hanbal said: 

"If the aided group is not the People of Hadeeth, Then I have no idea who 

it is. " 4 

Al-Khateeb al-Baghdaadee said : 

'½nd if only, the person of blameworthy opinions were to occupy himself 

with beneficial knowledge and if he were to seek the Sunnah of the Mes

senger of Allaah,(~), and that he followed the way of the scholars and 
the People of Hadeeth, he would find that which would enrich him, as to 
whatever he sought. The ahaadeeth contain the knowledge of Tawheed and 

the explanation of what is to come, in the form of threats and promises. 
They contain the Attributes of The Lord of the worlds and the descrip
tions of Paradise and Hell and also what I-le has prepared therein, for the 

righteous and the wicked and what Allaah has created in the earth and 
the heavens. 

2 Related by Ibn Maajah [ 3993 ). The Hadeeth is Saheeh. 

3 Related by Muslim [ 1921 ], at-Tirmidhee [ 2344] and Jbn Maajah [ 10 ] 

4 Related by al-Haakim in Ma'rffeh 'Uloom ul Hadeeth [ p.2 ] 

I V 
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In the ahaadeeth are the narrations of the Prophets, news of the pious, 

ascetics and the preachers. They contain the sayings of the scholars and 

the speeches of the Prophet,(~), and his miracles. They have stories 
of the past nations and a description of his battles, expeditions, predic
tions, judgements and rulings, also the description of his family and Com

panions and their noble qualities. 

In the ahaadeeth is an explanation of the Qur'aan and whatever it contains, 

in the form of reminders and news. It has the judgements of the Com
panions and Allaah has made its people the pillars of the Sharee'ah and 
destroyers of every heretical innovation. 

So the People of Hadeeth are Allaah's faithful custodians among men and 

the link between the Prophet and his nation. " 5 

Shaykh al-Albaanee, hefidhahullaah, said: 

"Some people may find it hard to accept the explanation of those schol
ars that the Victorious Group and the Saved Sect, are the People of Hadeeth, 

but that is not strange if we remember what follows: 

That the People of Hadeeth are, due to their specilisation in studying the 
Sunnah and what is connected to it, likewise th e knowle dge of t he biogra

phies of the narrators and the defects in the narrations and also the knowl

edge of the different routes of narration, most definitely, they are the 

most knowledgeable of the people about the Prophet, (~) and his 
guidance, manners, battles, and everything else connected to him. " 

This book has been mentioned by Ibn Taimiyyah in Sharh Hadeeth un

Nuzool [ p.50-52 ] , Dara Ta 'aarid al-'Aql wan Naql [ 2:26 ], al-'Aqeedat ul

Aifahaaneyah [ p.29 ], by Ibn Katheer in al-Bidaayah wan Nihaayah [12:76 
], and by adh-Dhahabee in al-'Uloo [ p.179 ] and Siyaar A'alaam un-

5 Related by al Baghdaadec in Shag Ashaabul Hadeeih 

V 
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Nubulaa [ I 8:43 ]. 

His other famous books include al-Fusooljil 'Usool , and al-lntisaar. 

About the author, al-Baihaqee said, he was a Shaykh ul-Tslaam and an 
Imaam of the Muslims. Adh-Dhahabee said he was a preacher, aMefassir, 

a writer, one of the great scholars and the fmaam of Khurasaan at his 

time. 

Translators introduction for and on behalf of the publishers 

Sha'baan 1420AH / November 1999CE 

vi 
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I n Th e Name O f A l laah 
T h e M o s t M e r c i f u I, T h e B e s t o w e r O f M c r c y 

THE TEXT 
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chapter 1 

• 
TIIE A UTHOR'S 

I NT RODUCTIO N AND REA S O N 
WHY THIS BOOK WAS WR I TTEN 

All praise is for Allaah, Lord of the worlds and success is for the 
Muccaqeen . The praise of Allaah be upon Muhammad and upon his Fam

ily and noble Companions. 

2 To proceed: While passing through the lands of Aarnol in Tabaristaan 
and Jeelaan on my way to the House of Allaah, and to visit the grave of 
His Prophet Muhamrnad1 

(~), his Family and noble Companions, 
some of my brothers in Islaam asked me to compile for them chapters 

about the fundamentals of this Religion, which those who passed away 

I It would have been more appropriate for the author to have said, "To visit the Masjid 

of His Prophet .... .. ", because only this is permissible as regards visiting and not intending 

to visit the grave alone. Refer to the book ar-Radd 'ala al-Akhnaa'ee wa l stihabaab Ziyaarah 

Khair al-BariyJah az-Ziyaarah ash-Sharee'ah and the book al-Jawaab al-Baahir .fi Zawaar al

Maqaabir, both written by lbn Taimiyyah. 

TRANSLATORS NOTE - Ahl us Sunnah do not blindly stick to any one person other 

than that of the Prophet ( ~ ). Belief and manhaj are not connected to any one person 

but rather to the body of the Salef. So when one errs, that error is not falsely justified nor 
is it used as a basis for disowning him, as all creation are fallible barring the Prophet 

(~). 
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from amongst the scholars and the Salef as-Saaliheen adhered to , called 

the people to at all times, which they forbade the believers , the truthful 
ones and the Muttaqeen from a11 that contradicted and nullified them and 

upon which ( the scholars) showed allegiance to its followers and enmi ty 
to it's rejectors. They labelled all those who opposed their creed as unbe

lievers and innovators.2 They earned for themselves and for those who 

they called ( to their 'aqeedah ), its blessings, favours and goodness. They 

passed on to the ones who followed them the rewards of their 'aqeedah. 

They encouraged them to cling to it, guided the worshippers to it and 
~purred chem on cowards it. 

So I made lstikhaarah to Allaah, The Most High, and have recorded in 

this treati se what I have been able to concisely with the hope that those 
with understanding and insight might benefit by it. It is Allaah who real

izes ( makes true ) the hope and may He generously bestow upon us 

blessings in accordance to what is right, the truth, guidance and upright
ness upon the correct and truthful path by His favour and Benevolence. 

2 TRANSLATORS NOTE - This is a general statement. O ne who opposes the correct 

way is only labelled an innovator ancVor an unbeliever after satisfying stringent rules laid 

down by the Q_ur'an and Sunnah and expounded upon and catergorized by the scholars. 

2 
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chapter 2 

• 
THE CR E ED OF T HE PEOPLE 

OF HADEETH REGARDING 

THE A TT R IBUT E S OF ALLAAH 

J With Allaah lies all success. Indeed the People of Hadeeth are those 

who adhere to the ~ r'aan and Sunnah - may Allaah protect those of 
them who are alive and have mercy on those who have passed away. They 

bear witness to the unity of Allaah, The Most High, and to the message 

and prophethood of the Messenger ~). They know their Lord, The 

Most Mighty and The Most Majestic, through those Attributes which He 
has mentioned in His revelation which He has sent down, or which His 
Messenger attested to in the authentic ahaadeeth which have been related 

by the precise and trustworthy ones from him. 

They affirm what Allaah, The Most Majestic, has affirmed for Himself in 

His Book or through the tongue of His Messenger, (~). They do not 
believe in comparing His Attributes with those of His creation. They say: 
He created Aadam with His Hands just as He, The One free of all defi

ciencies, mentions: 

3 
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He said: 0 Iblees what prevented you from pros
trating before that which I have created with My 
Two Hands.3 

They do not change the meaning from its place, by saying His Tivo Hands 
mean His two bounties or His t\,vo powers like the tahreef of the Mu'tazilah 

and the jahmiyyah, may Allaah destroy them. They do not ask nor think as 
to how they may be. They do not liken them to the hands of the creation 

like the Mushshabihah do, may Allaah humiliate them. 

Allaah, The Most High, has p rotected AM us-Sunnali from all tahreef ( dis

tortion), tashbeeh (comparison) and takyeef ( asking how). He has blessed 
them with knowledge and understanding so that they may traverse the 

paths of Tawheed and Tanzeeli ( elevating Allah and exalting Him above 

defects and deficiencies). They have abandoned all defective statements 

and comparison. They follow what Allaah, The Most Mighty and The 
Most Majestic, has said: 

There is nothing like Him and He is the All Hear

ing, The All Seeing.4 

And just as the wo Hands of Allaah are mentioned in the Qyr'aan: 

3 Sooratas-Saad: 38:7 5 

4 Soorata.<h-Shuraa: 42: 11 

4 
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But His Two Hands are outspread. He spends as 

He pleases. 5 

The Hand is mentioned in the authentic ahaadeeth of the Messenger of 

Allaah, (~) , like in the debate Moosa had with Aadam: 

"Allaah created y ou with His Hand and the anaels prostrated 

to you"6 

S Sooratul-Maa'idah: 4:64 

6 Related by Muslim [ 2652 ] 

5 
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chapter 3 

• 
THEIR STANCE 

REGARDING THE ATTRIBUTES 

4 The People of Hadeeth also say about all of their Lord's Attributes 

which were revealed, whether mentioned in the ~r'aan or mentioned 

in the authentic ahaadeeth regarding the Hearing, the Seeing, the Eyes, 

the Face, the Knowledge, the Strength, the Power, the Glory, the Great
ness, the Will, the Intent, the Speech, the Words, being Pleased, being 

Displeased, Life, to be Watchful , to be Happy, to Laugh and others, that 
these Attributes are not compared with the attributes of the creation. 

On the contrary, they limit themselves to what Allaah, The Most High, 

said and to what His Messenger, ~) said without adding anything to 

them, saying how they are, likening them, distorting and changing their 
meanings or making any alterations, taking them out of the context in 

which the 'Arabs understood them, attaching to them false interpreta

tions. They take them on their apparent meanings. They entrust its un
derstanding to Allaah, The Most High, and they affirm that none knows 

its ta'weel except Allaah,7 just as Allaah has informed us about those who 

7 TRANSLATO RS NOTE - lmaam as Saaboonee says in a few areas: 'They entrust its 
knowledge ( i.e. of the S!faat of Allaah) to Allaah. The knowledge of S!faa, is of two types: 

-+ 

6 
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are fi rmly grounded in knowledge, that they say: 

And those who are firmly grounded in knowl
edge say: 'We believe in all that is from our Lord; 
and none receive admonition except the men of 

understanding. 8 

5 The verses of the Qpr'aan and the authentic and clear narrations of 
the Messenger, ~), which mention these Attributes and others are 

so numerous that they will lengthen the book and it would be even more 

so by mentioning the consensus of the scholars and the aa'immah of this 

a) Knowledge of the meanings 
b) Knowledge of the nature 

So his statement is general, but he intends the seco nd type. This is the madhhab of the 
Salef, and what I want you to understand fr-o m his context and the whole b ook. The 

Mefawiddah arc those who entrust both types of Knowled ge to Allaah. The verse he refers 

to ( above ) is also understood in two different ways: 

a) 'None but Allaah knows its ta'weel ( stop ). And those firmly grounded in 
knowledge .. .'. So regardjng the S!faat - Only Allaah knows their true nature and the 

Salef make tef,veedh in that issue. ( The mubtad'ah tried to include the knowledge of the 

meanings in this context which is false ) . 

b) 'None but Allaah knows its ta'weel and those firmly grounded in knowl
edge .. .'. This is in refere nce to those issues which the masses are not clear about and 

only the scholars know and explain it. In this recitation the S!faat do not enter. See Manha) 

al istidlaal 'ala masaa'il al 'iliqaad by 'Uthmaan bin \'\lee Hasan. 

8 Sooraw Aali- 'fmraan: 4:7 

7 
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religion on the authenticity of the narrations. Most of the narrations are 

collected in my book al-lntisaar with their authentic asaaneed. Our meth

odology in this book was to make it concise, to a bare minimum without 

bringing too many narrations and to mention their authentic asaaneed 

declared so by carr iers of the reports and by the compilers of the large 

authentic masanaad. 

8 
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chapter 4 

•----
TH E Q_ UR 'AAN I S THE S P EEC H 

OF A LL AA H & I T I S NO T C R EA T E D 

6 The People of Hadeeth testify and believe that the Qyr'aan is the 

Speech of Allaah and what is in His Book, His Talk, His Revelation and 

what H e sent down, is not created . Whoever says that the Qur'aan is 

created and believes that, then according to the Ahl ul-Hadeeth he is an 

unbeliever. The Qur'aan, which is the Speech of Allaah and His revela

tion is what Jibreel descended with and revealed to the Messenger,~), 

which is the 'Arabic Qur'aan for the people who possess understanding, a 

Message containing good news and warnings, as Allaah says: 

Indeed, this is a revelation from The Lord Of The 
Worlds, Which the trustworthy ar-Rooh ( Angel Ji

breel ) brought down upon your heart so that you 

9 
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you m ay be one of the warners, in the plain 'Ara

bic tongue. 9 

It ( the Qur'aan) is what the Messenger~), conveyed to his Ummah, 

as he was ordered to do : 

0 Messenger, convey what is sent down to you 

from your Lord. 10 

So, what he used to convey was the Speech of his Lord, The Most Mighty 

and The Most Majestic, as is shown in his,(~) saying: 

"Do you prevent me from conve_yin9 the Speech ef my Lord?" 11 

It is what is memorised in the hearts, recited with the tongues and writ

ten in the books, no matter how it m ay be recited by the reciter, written 

by the writer and memorised by the memoriser, whether it may be in a 

recited form, or written, whether in the books of the Muslims or even 

the writing boards of their children , all of it is the Speech of Allaah, The 
Most Majestic, which is not created. One who insists that it is created 

then he is an unbeliever in Allaah, The All Powerful. 

9 Sooratash-Shu'araa: 26:192-195 

IO Sooratal-Maa'idah: 5:67 

11 Related by Jaabir, rad!rallaahu 'anhu, who said: The Prophet, (~),was worried 

about the hostility of the Quraish, so he said: 

"ls there no man who can cake me to his people, as the Q},raish have prevented mefrom convepn9 the 

speech if my lord." 

Related by at-Tirmidhee [ 3 105] and Ibn Maajah [ 201 ]. The irnaad is Saheeh . 

10 
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7 I heard our Shaykh al-Haakim Aboo 'Abdullaah al-Haafidh , 
raheemahullaah, say that he heard the Imaam Aboo Waleed Hassaan ibn 

Muhammad say that he heard the lmaam Aboo Bakr Muhammad ibn 

Ishaaq ibn Khuzaimah say: 

"The Q_ur'aan is the Speech of Allaah and it is not c reated. Whoever says 

that the Q_ur'aan is created then he is an unbeliever in Allaah, The All 

Powerful. His testimony is not accepted , he is not to be visited when 

sick, not prayed over when he dies nor is he to be buried in a Muslim 

graveyard. He is asked to repent. Ifhe doesn't, then his neck is struck." 12 

8 As for the pronunciation of the Q_ur'aan, the Shaykh Aboo Bakr 

Ismaa'eelee al-Jarjaanee, raheemahullaah, said in his treatise which he com

piled for the people of J eelaan: 

" If someone insists that his pronunciation of the ~r'aan is created , in

tending by this, the Q_ur'aan, then he has said that the Q_ur'aan is cre

ated."13 

9 Ibn Mahdee at-l abaree has mentioned in his book al- 'Itiqaad, which 

he wrote for the people of this country, that the madhhab of Ahl us-Sunnah 

wal J amaa'ah is to say that the Q_ur'aan is the Speech of Allaah, The One 
free of all deflciencies, and His revelation which He has sent down, His 

prohibitions and commands, are not created. One who says that they are 
created is an unbeliever in Allaah, The All Powerful. 

Also the Q_ur'aan that we memorise in our hearts, recite '"vith our tongues 
and write in our books is the Speech that Allaah, The Most Mighty and 

The Most Majestic, spoke \.vith. One who says the Q_ur'aan '"vith my pro

nunciation is created or my pronunciation of the Q_ur'aan is created, is an 

ignorant misguided unbeliever in Allaah, The All Powerful. 

12 It's isnaad is Saheeh 

13 Mentioned in his treatise I"tiqaad Ahl us-Sunnah [ pt. 19 ). 
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IO I only mentioned this chapter exactly as it occurs in Ibn Mahdee's 

book, because of my approval of what he wrote, for he adopted the way 

of the Salef, the people of Hadeeth in what he mentioned in spite of his in

depth knowledge of 'ilm ul-kalaam and his many works in that field, and 

his high position and excellence amongst the people of 'ilm ul-kalaam. 

I I I was informed by Aboo 'A.bdullaah al-Haafidh, raheemahullaah, who 

said: I read the writing of Aboo 1\mr al-Mustamlee and heard Aboo 

'Uthmaan Sa'eed ibn Ashkaab as-Saash say: I asked Ishaaq ibn Raahawaih 

in Neesaaboor about the words of the Q!.,r'aan. He said: 

" o one should argue about this issue, the Qur'aan is the Speech of Allaah 
and it is not created." 

I 2 Aboo Ja' far Muhammad ibn Jareer at-Tabaree, raheemahullaah, men

tioned in his book al-l'tiqaad, which he wrote specifical1y on this issue 

saying: 

''As for the words of tl1e slaves when reading the Q!.,r'aan, I do not know 

of any statement from the Companions or their students except from 

somebody whose statement is a cure and is indispensable, in following it 

there is guidance and whose statement represents that of the early schol

ars: H e is Aboo 'Abdullaah Ahmad ibn H anbal, raheemahullaah. Aboo 

Ismaa'eel at-Tirmidhee related to me that he heard Aboo 'A.bdullaah 

Al1mad ibn Hanbal say: 

'The Lefdhi)yah 14 are the Jahmi)yah and Allaah says: 

14 TRANSLATORS NOTE - Those who say our recitation of the Q_ur'aan is created. 

12 
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So grant him protection so that he hears the 
Words of Allaah. 15 

( Imaam Ahmad then said ): From whom will he be hearing?"' 16 

13 Ibn Jareer said: I heard a group of my Companions, who were so 
numerous, that I am unable to remember their names, they all related 

from lmaam Ahmad, radiyallaahu 'anhu , that he used to say: 

"One who says that my recitation of the ~r'aan is created, then he is 

from the j ahmiyyah.One who says that it is not created, is an innovator. " 17 

14 Muhammad ibn Jareer said: 

"There is no other statement with us which is permissible to say other 

than that oflmaam Ahmad's. There is no Imaam comparable to him. He 

is enough and sufficient and the Imaam to be foUowed, raheemahullaah. "18 

1 S These were the very words of Muhammad ibn Jareer which he 

mentioned in his treatise a1-I'tiqaad. 

15 Sooratat-Tawbah: 9:6 

I 6 It has a Saheeh isnaad. 

17 TRANSLATORS NOT E - Related by \i\.bdullaah ibn Ahmad in as-Sunnah [ 18 1-

185 ] and at-Tabaree in Sareeh us-Sunnah [ 30-33 ]. The saying of the Salef is that the 

Q.ur'aan whjch is written on paper, memorised in the hearts and recited upon the tongues, 

is the uncreated Speec.h of Allaah. However, due to the fact that the human voice and the 
movement o f ones tongue, are created actions ( See chapter 16 ), the innovators said 

ambiguously that my recitation of the Q!,r'aan is created. This can lead to the previous 

saying that the Q!,r'aan itself is created. So the scholars such as I maam Ahmad warned 

against this statement. 

18 TRANSLATORS NOTE - As no one brought up this issue before his time. It is the 

way of the Salef not to start something until they have to defend the 'Aqeedah of Ahl us

Sunnah and refute the innovators. 
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I 6 Muhammad ibn Jareer, raheemahullaah, has refuted for himself in this 

chapter, which he wrote in his book, all the accusations he was charged 
with and he was accused of being away from the path of the Sunnah or 

was inclined to some innovations. 19 

What he has related from Imaam Ahmad, rado/allaahu 'anhu, that the 

Lefdhiyyah are the J ahmiyyah, is authentic from him. He only said this 

because Jahm and his companions said clearly that the Qur'aan is created . 

Those who talked about the recitation ( being created ) used it to gradu

ally say that the Qur'aan is created because they feared Ahl us-Sunnah at 
that time and were thus prevented from openly declaring the Qur'aan to 
be created. 

Therefore they took these steps and clothed their statements as they did 

not want to be seen as from the group ofjahm, who are the devils amongst 
the humans and they whisper things to each other, while adorning their 

deceptive statements. So they mentioned this statement, but what they 
really meant was that the ~1r'aan, \•vith our words, is created. So Imaam 

Ahmad, raheemahullaah, still called them al-Jahmiyyah. It is also related 
that he said: 

"The Lefdhiyyah are more evil than the Jahmiyyah ." 

17 As for what Muhammad ibn Jareer related from Imaam Ahmad, 
raheemullaah, that if one says that my recitation of the Qur'aan is not cre
ated, then he is an innovator. What he meant was that the Salef as-Saali

heen from Ahl us-Sunnah did not speak about this particular issue and 

nothing necessitated them to do so. 

In their time the statement about the recitation was originated by the 
extreme foolish people who delved into this matter and then came up 

19 TRANSLATORS NOTE - As lbn Jareer was accused of saying that my recitation of 
the Q!,r'aan is created. 
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with innovations. They sought matters from which we were forbidden to 

go into, from amongst the matters of misguidance and blameworthy state
ments, especially the areas which none of the aa'immah from the Salefhad 
entered before. 

So Imaam Ahmad said that this statement in itself is an innovation in

cumbent upon the religious one, that he should leave it and every inno
vation is heretical. This innovation should not be uttered nor any other 
innovations like it. 

Restrict yourselves to what the Salef said and what the aa'immah who 

follow them say. That the Q}ir'aan is the Speech of Allaah and it is not 
created. Do not exceed upon this, except to call the one who says it is 
created an unbeliever. 

18 Al-Haakim Aboo 1\bdulJaah al-Haafidh informed me from his book, 

at-Taarikh which he compiled about Neesaaboor and it's scholars, when 
mentioning the lmaam of the Muslims, 'Abdullaah ibn al-Mubaarak, 

radiyallaahu 'anhu, in it, that Aboo Bakr Muhammad ibn'Abdullaah al
Jaraahee al-Mar wazee related from Yahya ibn Saasowaih who related from 
his father 'Abdul-Kareem al-Yushkaree who said: Wahb ibn Zuma'h in

formed him from 'Alee al-Baasaanee who said: I heard 'Abdullaah ibn al
Mubaar ak, raheemahullaah say: 

"One who disbelieves in one letter of the Qur'aan has disbelieved in all of 

it. One who says: I do not believe in these words, then he has committed 

disbelief "20 

20 TRANSLATORS NOTE - AJ-Aajuree says in ash-Sharee'ah [ pg.75] - May AJlaah 

have mercy upon us. Know that the saying of the Muslims whose hearts have not deviated 
from the truth and those whom were guided to what is correct, in the past and the 
present, is that the Q_ur'aan is from the Knowledge of Allaah, The Most Mighty and The 

Most Majestic. The knowledge of AJlaah is not create<l. Allaah is high above that. This is 
proven by the Q_ur'aan, the Sunnah, the statements of the Companions and the notable 

scholars. It is not denied, except by a filthy person from the JahmiyJah. In the view of the 

scholars the Jahmiyyah are unbelievers. 
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c h a pt e r 5 

•----
A LL AA H I ST I WAA 

0 VE R21 H I S T H RO N E 

19 Ahl ul-Hadeeth believe and testify that Allaah, The One free from all 
deficiencies and The Most High, is above the seven heavens and over His 

Throne, as in His saying, The Most Mighty and The Most Majestic, in 

Soorawl-Yoonus: 

21 TRANSLATORS NOTE - The word Iswwaa has general meaning and a specific 

meaning. It becomes specific when it is followed ilaa (to) and 'alaa (upon, over) . Here it 

means to "go over" or to "rise up". See \i\bdullaah as-Sabt's Ar-Rahmaan 'alaa 5'1rsh lsta

waa , which has been translated into English titled as The Ever Merciful lstawaa upon the 
throne. (Refer to chapter 4 in the translation). 
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Indeed your Lord is Allaah who Created 
the heavens and the earth in six days 

and then lstawaa over the Throne, Dis
posing the affair. No one can intercede, 

except after his permission. 22 

And His saying in Soorar.aur-Ra'd: 

Allaah is He, Who has raised the heav
ens without pillars, which may be seen. 

Then He lstawaa over the Throne.23 

And His saying in Sooratul-Furqaan : 

Then He lstawaa over the Throne, Ar
Rahmaan, so ask him, as He is AI
Khabeer.24 

22 Sooratul-Yoonus: 10:3. 

23 Sooratur- Ra'd: 13:2. 

24 Sooratul- forqaan : 25:59 
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And His saying in Sooratus-Sajdah : 

It is Allaah Who has created the heav
ens and the earth and what is between 
them, in Six days. Then He Istawaa over 

His Throne. 25 

And His saying: 

To Him ascend all good words. 26 

And H is saying: 

25 Soaratus-Sajdah: 32:4 . 

2 6 Saaratul- Faatir: 3 5: 1. 
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He arranges the affair from the heav
ens to the earth. Then it will go up to 

Him.27 

And His saying: 

Do you feel secure that He, who is 
above the heavens, will not cause the 

earth to sink with you.28 

20 Allaah, The One free from all deficiencies, says about the cursed 

Fir'awn, that he said to Haamaan: 

/ / ~~ / 

~lzll~~ yj: <:.l\ ;:. <,.:..t 

(~~:tl:~ JG~_; 
Build me a tower so that I may reach the 
limits of the heavens, so I will reach the 
God of Moosa . . Indeed I think him. to be 

a liar.29 

27 Sooratas-Sajdah: 32-5. 

28 Soorawl-Mulk: 67-1 6. 

29 Soorarul-Gha<!ftr: 36- 37. 
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2 I He only said this because he heard Moosa, 'alayhis-salaam, say that 

his Lord is above the heavens, as you can see from Fir'awn's statement: 
"Indeed I think him to be a liar", in reference to Moosa's statement: 

That there is a God above the heavens. 

2 2 The scholars of the Ummah and in particular the aa'immah from the 
Salef, raheemahumullah, did not disagree that Allaah, The Most High, is 
over His Throne and the Throne is above the seven heavens. They affirm 
what Allaah, The Most High, has affirmed , and believe in what He, The 
Lord, The Most Majestic, has informed us with. 

They state this fact in exactly tl1e same manner as Allaah has stated about 

His ascension, they accept its apparent meaning and leave the knowledge 
of its true nature to Allaah and say: 

We believe in all that is from our Lord 
and none receive admonition, except 
the men of understanding. 30 

Just as Allaah, The Exalted, informs us about tl1ose who are firmly 
grounded in knowledge who say this. So He is pleased with them and 
praises them. 

23 Aboo ul-Hasan ibn Ishaaq al-Madanee related to me from Ahmad 

ibn al-Khidr Aboo ul-Hasan ash-Shaafi'ee, who related from Shaadhaan 
who related from Ibn Makhlad ibn Yazee<l al-Quhsataanee' who related 

30 Sooratul Aali- lmraan: 3:7 
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from Ja' far ibn Maimoon who said: "Someone asked Maalik ibn Anas 

about the verse: 

Ar-Rahmaan is over His Throne lstawaa. 

'How is that lstawaa?' He replied: 

'Al-lstawaa is known and how it is, is not known. Eemaan in it is obligatory 

and questioning about it is an innovation. I do not perceive you except as 

a misguided one.' 

He ( Maalik ) ordered for him to be removed from his circle." 

24 Aboo Muhammad al-Makhladee al-'Adl informed me from Aboo 

Bakr 'A.bdullaah ibn Muhammad ibn Muslim al-Isfaraa'eenee who re

lated from Aboo ul-Hussain 'Alee ibn al-Hasan who related from Salamah 

ibn Shabeeb who related from Mahdee ibn Ja'far ibn Maimoon ar-Ramlee 

from Ja'far ibn 'AbduUaah who said: ''A man came to Maalik ibn Anas to 

ask him about the verse: 

Ar-Rahmaan is over His Throne lstawaa. 

H e said: ' I saw him get angry, unlike never before, due to his question 

and he started to sweat and he lowered down his head. The people waited 

for t he reply and when he had regain ed his composure he said': 

' How it is, is not known. However, the l stawaa is knovm and Eemaan in it 

is obligatory and questioning about it is an innovation. Indeed I fear that 
you may b e misguided'. 
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Then he ordered for him to be expelled from the cir cle."31 

2 5 My Grand-Father Aboo Haamid Ahmad ibn lsmaa'eel infor med me 
from my Great Grand-Father ash-Shaheed and Aboo 'Abdullaah Muham
mad ibn 'Adee ibn Hamdawaih as-Saaboonee, who related from Mu

hammad ibn Ahmad ibn Aboo 'Awn an-Nasawee, who related from 

Salamah ibn Shabeeb, who related from Mahdee ibn Ja'far ar-Ramalee, 

who related from Jaf 'ar ibn 'Abdullaah who said: ''A man came to Maalik 

ibn Anas and asked about the verse: 

'O Aboo 'Abdullaah, Ar-Rahm aan is over His Thro ne l s tawaa . How 
is thatlstawaa?' He said: 

" I saw Maalik get angry, unlike never before, due to this question." ( And 

he narrated the rest similarly ).32 

26 Someone asked A.boo 'Alee al-Hussain ibn al-Fadl al-Bajalee about 

the l stawaa and how Allaah is l stawaa over His Throne? He replied: 

" I do not know anything about the unseen, only to the extent of what has 
been revealed to us. He has taught us, Majestic is His name, that He is 
Istawaa over His Throne and He has not informed us how the Istawaa is." 

27 Al-Haakim A.boo 'Abdullaah al- Haafidh , raheemahullaah, informed us 

from A.boo Bakr Muhammad ibn Daawood az-Zaahid, who informed 
from Muhammad ibn 'Abdur-Rahmaan as-Saamee, who informed from 
'Abdullaah ibn Ahmad ibn Shabawaih al-Mar wazee, who related that he 

31 It is also related in Aboo Nu'aim's al-Hilyah [ 6: 325 - 326 ) from al-Qaadee Aboo 

Umayyah al-Ghaiaabee from Salamah ibn Shabeeb "~th slightly different wording and it 

is supported through Salamah from Bikaar ibn \<\bdullaah al-Quraishee by Ibn \<\bdul

Barr in at-Tamheed [ 7: 151]. 

32 It is also related by ad-Daarimee in Ar-Radd 'ala al-Jahmi_yyah [ I 04 ) and by al

Baihaqee in Al-Asmaa was-S!lfaai [ 2:304-306). 
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heard 'Alee ibn al-H asan ibn Shaqeeq say: " I heard 'Abdullaah ibn 

Mubaarak say: 

'We know that our Lord is above the seven heavens and is Istawaa over 

His Throne and His creation is separate from H im. We do not say as the 

Jabmryyab say, that He is right here', and he pointed to the ground. "33 

28 I heard from al-Haakim Aboo 'Abdullaah al-Haafidh 's book, at

Taareekh, which he compiled about the people of Neesaaboor and in his 

book , Ma'rifat ul-H adeed1, the likes of which were never written befo re , it 

said that he heard Aboo Ja'far Muhammad ibn Saalih ibn Haanee who 

heard from Aboo Bakr Muhammad ibn Ishaaq ibn Khuzaimah say: 

"One who does not affi rm that Allaah, The Most Mighty and The Most 

Majestic, is over His Throne and above the seven heavens, then he is an 

unbeliever in his Lord. His blood is lawful. He should be asked to repent 

and if he does not then his neck should be struck. He then should be 

thrown on a rubbish dump so that the Muslims and those who have a 

treaty with the Muslims would not be harmed by the offensive smell of 

his decaying body. His wealth is taken and no one from the Muslims 

inherits his wealth as a Muslim never inherits from an unbeliever."34 

33 Related by Abdullaah ibn Ahmad in as-Sunnah [ 22,2 16,598 ], Aboo Sa'eed ad

Oaarimee in Ar-Radd 'ala al-Jahmiyyah [ 67, 162 ] and al-Baihaqee in Al-Asmaa was-S!lfaat 
[ 2:335]. The isnaad is Hasan . 

34 It is also related by al-Haakim in al-Ma'rjfat 'uloom ul-Hadeeth [ p.84]. Also related by 

Ibn Qudaamah in Ithbaat S!fat al- 'Uloo [ 112 J and Ibn Taimiyyah declared it Saheeh in al

Fatawaa al-Hama,viyyah. Ibn Khuzaimah also said as mentioned by adh-Dhahabee in Siyaar 

A'alaam un n ublaa [ 14:372 ]: 

"I say, one who confirms that by believing in the book of Allaah and the ahaadeeth of the 

Messenger of Allaah, (~), entrusting their natu re to Allaah and His Messenger and 

does not get involved in t rying to interpret and delve too deep in this matter, then he is 
a M uslinL O ne who does no t turn to affi rn1ing , vhat is in the Q_ur 'aan and the Sunnah after 

-+ 
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As the Prophet,~), said: 

'}I. Muslim does not inheritfiom an unbe

liever and an unbeliever does not inheritfiom 

a Muslim." 

Al-Bukhaaree related it. 35 

29 Our Imaam Aboo 'Abdullaah Muhammad ibn Idrees ash-Shaafl 'ee, 

radiyallaahu 'anhu, uses as a proof in his book al-Mabsoot36
, in the issue 

about the freeing of the believing slave and the atonement and that ( 

freeing) the non believing slave is not acceptable as the atonement37. It 

occurs in the H adeeth of Mu 'aawiyyah ibn al-Hakam that he intended to 

free the black slave-girl as an atonement ( for slapping her ) . So he asked 
the Messenger o f Allaah, ~), about her being freed. So the Messen
ger of Allaah, ~), tested her by asking: "Who am I?" She pointed to 
him and to the sky, that is, you are a Messenger sent by Allaah who is 
above the sky. The Messenger of Allaah,~), said: "Free her,jor indeed 

she is a Believer. " 38 

having knowledge of it then he is negligent and Allaah is free from him. Allaah has not 

obligated every Muslim to memorise everything on this subject. However, one who re
jects this after having knowledge then he is on a path other than that of the as-Salef us

Saaliheen because he gave priority to his intellect over the text . Then his affair is upto 

Allaah and we seek refuge ,vith Allaah from misguidance and heresy. 

35 Related by al-Bukhaaree [ 6764 ], Muslim [ 1614 ], Aboo Daawood [ 2909 ], at

Tirmidhee [ 2204] and lbn Majah [ 2729]. 

36 That is al-Umm [ 5:280]. 

3 7 Until she is tested about her belief in Allaah, according to him it is not correct to 

pronounce a slave-girl as an unbeliever even if she ·was not a Muslim. 

38 The Hadeeth of Mu'aa,viyyah ibn al-Hakam is not with these words, but ,vi th the 

words of Aboo Hurairah. This Hadeeth is related by Aboo Daawood [ 3284]. lts isnaad is 
da'eef because two of the transmitters are weak as mentioned by Ibn Hajar inm-Tabdheeb. 

It is related authentically from Aboo Hurairah, by Mu5lim [ 33 J ( and see Aboo -+ 
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30 The Messenger of Allaah, ~), declared her a Muslim and a be
liever when she affirmed that her Lord is above the heavens and she 

knew her Lord by the Attribute of al-'Uloo and His Transcendency. 

Imaam ash-Shaafi 'ee, raheemahullaah , used this ( hadeeth) as a proof and 
an argument against those who disagree to make permissible the freeing 

of an unbelieving slave as an atonement ,vith the belief that Allaah, The 

One li-ee from all deficiencies, is above His creation and above the seven 
heavens over His Throne like it is also the belief of the Muslims of Ahl us

Sunnah wal-jamaa'ah, their predecessors and the successors. Since he, 

raheemahullaah , does not relate an authentic hadeeth and not believe in it. 

3 I AI-Haakim Aboo '.Abdullaah, raheemahullah, informed me that he 

heard the Imaam Aboo al-Waleed Hassaan ibn Muhammad al-Fiqhee, 
who informed us from Ibraheem ibn Mahmood, who related that he 
heard ar-Rabee'a ibn Sulaimaan say: I heard ash-Shaafi'ee, raheemahullaah, 

say: 

"If you see me saying something and then something else is confirmed 

from the Prophet,~), opposing that , then know that my intelligence 

has left me. "39 

32 Al-I-Iaakim, raheemahullaah, said: I heard Aboo al-Waleed say more 

than once: I related from az-Za'faraanee that ash-Shaafi 'ee, raheemahullaah, 
related a hadeeth one day and someone asked: 0 Aboo 'Abdullaah! Do 
you say the same? He replied: 

Daawood [ 3282-3283 J ) with the wording: He asked her: "Where is Allaah '" She an

swered: 'Above the heavens.' He asked : "Who am I?" She answered : 'You are the Messen

ger of Allaah.' He said: "Free her,for indeed she is a Belit:ver.'' 

39 Also related by lbn Abee Haatim ar-Raazcc in t\adaab ash-Shac!fi'ee [ p.67, 93] with 

a Saheeh i.maad . 
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"Have you seen me in a synagogue or a church?] Have you seen me 

wearing the clothes of the unbelievers? How is it that you see me in the 

masjid o f the Muslims, I wear the clothes o f the Muslims and I face their 

Qiblah, I relate a hadeeth from the Prophet and then not say the same?40 

33 The diffe rence between Ahl us-Sunnah and Ahl ul-Bid'ah is that when

ever they ( Ahl ul- Bid'ah ) hear a report about an Attribute of their Lord 

they reject it totally and do not --- or ---4 1the apparent and 

then they start to interpret it intending to change it from the original 

meaning and make void --with their intellect and opinions and they 

know with truth and conviction that whatever the Messenger of 

Allaah,(~), says then it is just as he said for he had the most knowl

edge of his Lord ,The Most Majestic, than anyone else, and that he only 

spoke about Him ,vith the truth and revelation. Allaah, The Most Mighty 

and The Most Majestic says: 

Nor does he speak of his own 
desire. It is only a rev e lation that 

is inspired.42 

34 Az-Zuhree the Imaarn of the aa'immah, radiyallaahu 'anhu, said as did 

many other scholars: 

40 Related in similar words by al-Baihagee in al-Manaaqib [ I :474] ancl Aboo Nu'aim 

in al-Hi!rah [ 9: 106] with a Soheeh isnaad. 

41 The text was not readable from the original manuscript. 

42 Soorawn-Najam: 53:3-4. 
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"From Allaah came the Message, and it is upon the Messenger to convey 

it, and it is upon to us to submit to it."43 

3 5 Yoo nus ibn 'Abdus-Samad ibn Ma'qil related from his father that al

Ja'd ibn Dirham came upon Wahb ibn Munnabbih and asked him about 

the Attributes of Allaah, The Most High . H e said: 

"Woe to you Oh J'ad , for going into this affair. Indeed I think you are . 

from those who are destroyed . Oh J'ad, if Allaah had not informed us in 

His Book that He has a Hand, Eyes and a Face I would not have said that, 

so fear Allaah." 

After that he did not live long for he was killed and crucified .44 

4 3 Related by al- Bukhaaree in 1a'leeq for m [ Ki1aabul Tawheed - Chapter 46 - vol.9 ] 

44 Related by Ibn Katheer in 11/- Bidaayah wan-Nihaayah [ 9 :353 ]. 
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chapter 6 

----•--- -
THEIR BELI E F CO N CERN I N G 

THE N U Z OOL ( THE DE SC E N DI N G) 

OF A LLAAH & HI S COMI N G 

36 The People of J-ladeeth affirm that The Lord, The One free from all 

deficiencies and The Most High, descends every night to the lowest 

heaven, without resembling the descent of His creation, and also without 

any comparison and how it may be. We affirm what the Messenger of 

Allaah, ~ ), affirmed and we stop where he stopped. We adhere to 

the authentic ahaadeeth and take the ir apparent meanings and leave their 

understanding of their true nature to Allaah.45 

3 7 They also believe what Allaah, Mighty be His name, revealed in His 

Book about His Coming and Advent. 

Do they then wait for anything 

45 See Ibn Taimiyyah's Sharh Hadeech un- Nuzool for further details on this topic. 

28 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

other than that Allaah should come 
to them in the shadows of the clouds 
and the angels.46 

And your Lord comes with the an

gels rank upon rank.47 

3 8 I read in the treatise of Shaykh Aboo Bakr al-Ismaa'eelee to the 

people of Jeelaan, that Allaah, The One free from all deficiencies, de

scends to the lowest heaven, as is authentically reported from the Mes

senger of Allaah,(~) .48 And Allaah says: 

Do they then want for anything other 
than that Allaah should come to them 
in the shadows of the clouds and the 

angels.49 

46 Sooratul-Baqarah : 2:2 10. 

47 Sooratul-Fajr: 89:22. 

48 It is called 'l tiqaad Ahl us-Sunnah [ pt23 ] . 

49 Soorawl-Baqarah : 2:2 10 
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And your Lord comes with the angels 

rank upon rank.50 

We believe in all that has come, without saying how it is. However if He, 

The One free from all deficiencies, willed, He could have explained to us 

how He descends, but we stop at those texts which Allaah has made clear 

and do not delve into the allegorical texts, as He has ordered us do so in 

His saying: 

It is He who has sent down the book to 

you. In it, are verses that are entirely clear. 
They are the foundations of the book. 
Others are not entirely clear. So as for 

those in whose hearts is a deviation they 
follow that which is not entirely clear. 

Therefore desiringfitnah and its hidden 

SO Sooratul- Fajr: 89:22. 
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meanings. And no one knows its hidden 
meanings but Allaah and those who are firmly 
grounded in knowledge say: We believe in 
all that is from our Lord and none receive 
admonition except the men of understand

ing.51 

39 Aboo Bakr ibn Zakariyyah ash-Shaybanee, informed us from Aboo 

Haamid ibn ash-Sharqee, who heard from Ahmad as-Sulammee and Aboo 

Daawood al-Khafaaf, who both heard from Ishaaq ibn Ibraheem al

Hanzalee52 who said that the Ameer 'l\bdullaah ibn Taahir53 said to me: 

'0 Aboo Yaqoob! The Hadeeth which you narrate to me from the Mes
senger of Allaah, (~): Our Lord descends evel)' night to the lowest H eaven. 

How does He descend?' He replied: 

"May Allah strengthen the Ameer. Do not say about the way of The Lord 

how? Indeed He does descend but we do not ask ho\·v."54 

40 Aboo Yaqoob Ishaaq ibn Ibraheem al-'Adl, related to me from 
Mahboob ibn 9-\bdur-Rahmaan al-Qaadee who related from Aboo Bakr 
ibn Al,mad ibn Mahboob who related from Ahmad ibn Hamawaih. Also 
from 'Abdur-Rahmaan al-A'takee who related from Muhammad ibn 

Sallaam who asked 'Abdullaah ibn al-Mubaarak about the descending in 
the night, in th.e middle of Sha'baan. He answered: 

S l Sooracul-Aa/i 'lmraan: : 3:7. 

52 He is the great scholar and Muhaddith Ishaaq ibn Raahawaih. 

53 TRANSLATORS NOTE - He was the governor of Khurasaan appointed by al

Maamoon. He died in the year 23 0h. 

54 Also related by al-Laalakaa'ee [ 774 ], al-13aihaqee in al-Asmaa was S!.ffaat [ 2:37 5 -

376 J and adh-Dhahabee in Mukl, tasar ul- 'Uloo f 234-2361. 
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"Oh weak one, in the night of the middle of Sha'baan? He descends 

every night." 

A man said: 'Oh Aboo 'Abdur-Rahmaan. How does He descend ?. Does 

he not leave that certain place?' 'Abdullaah replied: 

"He descends how He wills."55 

4 1 In another report with this story, 'Abdullaah ibn al-Mubaarak said to 

the man: 

"Whenever ahadeeth comes to you from the Messenger of Allaah, ~), 

submit to it humbly." 

42 I heard al-Haakim Aboo 'AbduUaah, raheemullah, say he heard from 

Aboo Zakariyah Yahya ibn Muhammad al-Anbaree, who heard from 

Ibraheem ibn Abee Taalib, who heard from. Ahmad ibn Sa'eed ibn 
Ibraheem ibn 'Abdullaah ar-Rabaatee say: I was present in a meeting with 
Prince 'Abdullaah ibn Taahir and Ishaaq ibn Ibraaheem. Ibn Raahawaih 

was there that day. Someone asked him about the hadeeth of Allaah's de
scending, whether it is Saheeh? He replied: 

"Yes." 

Then some of the officers of Prince 'Abdullaah said to him: '0 Aboo 
Yaqoob, ar e you alleging that Allaah descends every night?' He replied: 

"Yes." 

One of them asked: 'How does He descend?' He replied: 

''Affirm that Allaah is above before I explain the descension to you." He 

55 Also related by al-Baihaqee in a/-Asmaa was S!ffe,at [ 2:378 ]. 
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replied: 

'I have affirmed that He is above.' So Ishaaq said to him: 

''Allaah says: 

And your Lord comes with the angels 
rank upon rank."56 

So Prince 'A.bdullaah said: 'Oh Aboo Yaqoob, is this not regarding the 

Day of Judgement.? ' Ishaaq said: 

"May Allaah strengthen the prince. The One who comes on the Day of 

Judgement, who can stop Him from coming today?"57 

43 The ahaadeeth about the Descending of Allaah every night to the 
lowest Heaven are reports agreed upon to be authentic. They are taken 
from the Saheeh of al-Bukhaaree and Saheeh Muslim from Maalik ibn 

Anas, from az-Zuhree, from al-Agharr and Aboo Salamah, from Aboo 
Hurairah. 

44 Aboo 'Alee Zaahir ibn Ahmad informed me from Aboo Ishaaq 

Ibraheem ibn 'Abdus-Samad, who related from Aboo Mus'ab, who re
lated from Maalik ... 

- Also Aboo Bakr ibn Zakariyyah related from Aboo Haatim Makkee 

ibn 'Abdaan, who related from Muhammad ibn Yahya who read over Naafl' 

56 Soorah al-Fajr: 89:22. 

57 Thcisnaad isSaheeh. SecMuk}uasaral-'Uloo [ 237 ]. 
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and related from Mutarrif ,from Maalik, raheemullaah ... 

- Also Aboo Bakr ibn Zakariyyah related to me from Aboo ul-Qaasim 

'Ubaidullaah ibn Ibraheem ibn Baalowaih, who related from Yahya ibn 

Muhammad, who related from Yahya ibn Yahya, who said: I read over 

Maalik from Ibn Shihaab az-Zuhree, from Aboo ~bdullaah al-Agharr 

and Aboo Salamah from Aboo Hurairah, radi_yallaahu 'anhu, that the Mes

senger of Allaah, ~), said: 

"Our Lord, The Most Blessed and The Most High, 

Descends evei_:y night to the lowest heaven at the 

time when a third ef the ni9ht remains, and He 

says: 'Whosoever is callin9 on Me, I will 

answer him. Whosoever is askin9 Me, I will 

9ive to him. Whosoever is seekin9 My Jor-

9iveness, I willfor9ive him. "'58 

45 This hadeeth has many routes to Aboo Hurairah. 

- From al-Awzaa'ee, from Yahya ibn Abee Katheer, from Aboo Salamah, 

from Aboo Hurairah.59 

- From Yazeed ibn Haaroon and others, from the aa'immah, from Mu

hammad ibn ~ r, from Aboo Salamah, from Aboo Hurairah.60 

- From Maalik, from az-Zuhree, from al-Naraaj, fromAboo Hurairah.61 

58 Kelated by al-Bukhaaree [ 1145 ] , Muslim [ 758 ], Aboo Daawood [ 13 15 J, at

Tirmidhee [ 3745 J and lbn Maajah [ 1366 J. 

59 See point 59. 

60 See point 59. 

61 Rdate<l by Ibn 'Ab<lul- Barr in at-Tamhced [ 7: 129]. 
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- From Maalik,from az-Zuhree, from Sa'eed ibn al-Musayyib, from Aboo 

Hurairah.62 

- From 'Ubaidullaah ibn ' Umar, from Sa'eed ibn Abee Sa'eed al

Maqburee, from Aboo Hurairah.63 

- From '.Abdul-'Aalaa ibn Aboo al-Musaawir and Basheer ibn Salmaan, 

from Aboo Haazim, from Aboo Hurairah.64 

46 - From Naafi' ibn Jubair ibn Mut'am, from his Father.65 

47 - From Moosa ibn 'Uqbah, from Ishaaq ibn Yahya, from 'Ubaidah 

ibn as-Saamit.66 

48 - From '.Abdur-Rah maan ibn Ka'b ibn Maalik, from Jaabir ibn 

'.Abdullaah.67 

49 - From 'Ubaidullaah ibn Abee Raafi', from 1\..lee bin Abee Taalib.68 

62 Related lbn½bdul-Barr inat-Tamheed [ 7:1 28- 129 l 

63 Related by Ahmad [ 2:419] lt'sisnaad is Saheeh. 

64 This isnaad is Da'eef as al-Musaawir is a weak narrator, See lbn Hajar's at-Tahdheeb 
[ 6 :98 ]. However it has other authentic chains. See point 61. 

65 Related by Ahmad [ 4:81 ), ad-Daarimee ( 1488 ), al-Laalakaa'ec ( 758-759] and 
al-Baihaqcc in al-Asmaa was S!lfaar (2:373). It's isnaad is Saheeh . 

66 It's isnaad is munqati' ( a missing narrator in the chain ). Related by al-Aajurce 

[ p.312]. 

67 Related by ad-Daaraqutnee in an-Nuzool [ 7). 

68 Related by Ahmad [ 968 ], ad-Daarimee [ 1485) and al-Laalakaa'ee [ 748,749]. It's 
isnaad is Hasan. 
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50 - From Shareek, from Aboo Ishaaq, from Aboo ul-Ahwas, from 

'Abdullaah ibn Mas'ood.69 

5 I - From Muhammad ibn K'ab, from Fidaalah ibn 'Ubaid, from 

Aboo Dardaa. 70 

52 - From Aboo az-Zubair, fromjaabir ibn 'Abdullaah.71 

53 - From Taariq, from Sa'eed ibn Jubair, from Ibn 'Abbaas.72 

54 - From the Mothers of the Believers, 'Aaishah and Umm Salamah, 

radiyallaahu 'anhuma .73 

55 All of them narrate from the Messenger of Allaah, ~), who said: 

'!lllaah descends every night to the lowest heaven 

at the time when a third ef the night remains, 

and H e says: 'Whosoever is callin9 Me, I will 

answer him. Whosoever is askin9 Me, I will 

9ive him. Whosoever is seekin9 My Jor9ive

ness, I will Jor9ive him.'" 

5 6 Due to this, the Salef used to prefer the prayer in the last part of the 

69 Related by Ahmad [ 382 I ,367 3,4268 ) and al-Laalakaa'ee [ 7 57 ). This isnaad is 

Da'eefbut it has other supporting routes. 

70 Related by al-Laalakaa'ee [ 756 l The isnaad is Da'eef. 

71 Related by Tbn Hibbaan [ I 006 ], Jbn Khuzaimah [ 4:263] and Aboo Ya'laa [ 2071 
). 

7 2 Related by ad-Daarimee in Radd "ala/ Jahmi_yyah [ 134 ]. The hadeeth is mauqoef. 

73 See points 66 ann 67. 
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night over the first part. 

57 All these routes are recorded, with their asaaneed in my large collec
tion known as al-lntisaar. 

58 This wording is from Aboo Salamah and al-Agharr, from Aboo 

Hurairah. 

59 In another narration, Yazeed ibn Haaroon related from Muhammad 

ibn 'Amr, from Aboo Salamah, from Aboo Hurairah. 

- Also al-Awzaa'ee from Yahya ibn Abee Katheer from Aboo Salamah 
from Aboo Hurairah, radiyallaahu 'anhu, from the Messenger of 

Allaah,(~), who said: 

"When ha!f ef the ni9ht passes or a third re

mains, Allaah descends to the lowest H eaven and 

He says: 'Is there anyone askin9 Me, so I 

can 9ive to him? Is there anyone callin9 

on Me, so I can answer him? ls there any

one seekin9 My Jor9iveness, so I can Jor-

9ive him?' Until the break ef dawn. "74 

60 The narration ofSa'eed bin Marjaanah from Aboo Hurairah, comes 
with the addition: 

74 Related by Muslim [ 7 58 ]. 
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" ... Then He spreads His Hands and says: 

'Who will lend to One who is neither poor 

nor unjust.'"75 

6 / In the hadeeth of Aboo Haazim from Aboo Hurairah, the Messenger 

of Allaah , (~), said: 

'i\llaah descends to the lowest Heaven efter the 

last third ef the ni9ht and calls out : 'ls there 

anyone askin9 Me, sol can 9ive to him? ls 
there anyone seekin9 My for9iveness, so l 
canfor9ive him?' Until, there is nothing which 

has l!fe, but it knows about this, except the Hu

mans and Jinns. That is the time when the cock 

crows, the donkey brays, and the do9 barks. "76 

62 Aboo Mansoor ibn Hamshaad related to me from Aboo 'Alee Ismaa'eel 

as-Safaar, who related from Ahmad ibn Mansoor ar-Rumaadee,who re

lated from ~bdur-Razzaq, who related from Ma'mar, from Suhail ibn 

Abee Saalih, from his father, from Aboo Hurairah who said: The Mes

senger of Allaah, (~), said: 

'illlaah, The Most /-Ii9h, descends to the lowest 

Heaven and says: I am Al-Maalik, I am Al

Maalik ( three times), Who is askin9 Me, 

so I can 9ive to him? Who is callin9 Me, 

sol can answer him? Who is seek.inn My 

7S Related hy Muslim [ 758). 

76 Related by ad-DaaraquLncc [ 29], al-Aajuree I p.308 ]. It's isnaad is Saheeh through 
other routes. 
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For9iveness, so I canfor9ive him? Right up 

to the break if dawn. "77 

63 I heard our teacher Aboo Mansoor say after relating this hadeeth 

through dictation, that someone asked Aboo Haneefah about it , and he 

said: 

"He descends but we do not know how." 

64 Some of them said : H e descends in a manner that befits His Lord

ship, but we do not know how. It is unlike the way in which His creation 

descends, which is apparent and takes a certain period of time because 

He, The Most Mighty and The Most Majestic, is Exalted above having 
attributes that are like the attributes of His creation, just as He is exalted 

above having an essence like the essence of the creation. So, His De

scending, Coming and Ascent are in a manner that befits His Attributes 

and there is no compar ing them or saying how they are. 

65 The Imaam Aboo Bakr Muhammad ibn Tshaaq ibn Khuzaimah, 

raheemullah , says in his Kitaab ut-Tawheed which he compiled and from 

where we heard that from one of its transmitters, Aboo Taahir: 

CHAPTER; Mentioning the established narration with the authentic 

asaaneed, related by the scholars of the Hijaaz and al-' Iraaq, regarding the 

Descending of The Lord to the lowest Heaven every night, without de

scribing how the Descending is, but still affirming it: 

"We testily, with fu ll conviction, by declaring with our tongue, and we 

acknovvledge with all certainty what is mentioned in these ahaadeeth re

ferring to the Descension, without describing how it may be because our 

Prophet,~), did not describe to us how the Descending of our Crea

tor is to the lowest Heaven. He informed us that H e Descends and 

77 Also related similarly by M uslim [ 7 58 J. 
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Allaah, The Most Mighty and The Most Majestic, entrusted His Prophet, 
~), to explain all the requjrements needed for the Muslim in all his 
religious matters. 

So we believe and affirm what are in these ahaadeeth regarding the De

scending and we do not unnecessarily talk about the Descending by de

scribing how it may be, as the Prophet, (~), did not say how the 

Descending is. "78 

66 Al-Haakim Aboo 'Abdullaah al-Haafidh informed me from Aboo 
Muhammad as-Saidalaanee, who related from 'Alee ibn al-Hussain ibn 
al-Junaid, who related from Ahmad ibn Saalih al-Misree, who related 
from Ibn Wahb from Makhramah ibn Bukair, from his father, 

raheemahullaah . .... 

- Also al-Haakim, raheemahullaah, informed me from Aboo ul-'Abbaas 

Muhammad ibn Ya'qoob, who related from Ibraheem ibn al-Mundhir, 

who related from Ibn Wahb, from Makhramah ibn Bukair, from his fa

ther, who said: I heard Muhammad ibn al-Mankadar who alleged that he 
heard from the wife of the Prophet, ~) - Umm Salamah who said: 

"What a great day it is, when Allaah, The Most High, descends to the 
lowest Heaven." 

They asked: 'What day is that?' She replied: 

"It is the day of 7\rafat."79 

78 From the Kitaab ut-Tawheed [ l :p.289-290 ). 

79 Also related by al-Laalakaa'ee [ 3:450). It's isnaad is Saheeh. 
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67 'Aaishah, radiyallaahu 'anhaa, related from the Prophet, (~) who 

said: 

"Allaah, The Most High, descends in the middle of 
Sha'baan to the lowest heaven, during the night 

up to the last part of the following day. He frees 

from the.fire the same number as their are hairs on 

the body of a goat, from the tribe of Kalb. The 

names of the pilgrims who will go to Hajj and the 

sustenance for that year, are written . No one is left 

except that tho/ are forgiven, exceptjor the Mushrik, 

the one who cuts eff relations, someone who is 

undutiful and one who has enmit_yjor someone. "80 

68 Aboo Taahir ibn Khuzaimah informed me from my Grand-Father, 

who related from al-Hasan ibn Muhammad az-Za'faranee, who related 

from Ismaa'eel ibn 'Aleeyah , from Hishaam ad-Dastawaa'ee ... 

- And Ibn Khuzaimah related to me from az-Za'faraanee who related 

from 'Abdullaah ibn Bakr who related from Hishaam ad-Dastawaa'ee ... 

- And Ibn Khuzaimah related to me from az-Za'faraanee, who related 
from Yazeed ibn Haaroon who heard from ad-Dastawaa'ee .. . 

- And Muhammad ibn 'Abdullaah ibn Maimoon related to me from al

Waleed, from al-Awzaa'ee -all of th.em from Yahya ibn Abee Katheer, 

from Hilaal ibn Abee Maimoonah, from 'Ataa ibn Yasaa, from Rifaa'ah 

ibn 'Uraabah al-Juhnee ... 

- And Ibn Khuzaimah related from Aboo Haashim Ziyaad ibn Ayyoob , 

80 Also Related by Ahmad [ 6:2381, at-Tirmidhee [ 739 ], lbn Maajah [ 1389] and al
Laalakaa'ee [ 3:448 l The isnaad is Da'eef. However it has other supporting routes to 
strengthen it. Refer to Si/silat ul-Ahaadeeth is-Saheehah [ 3:135-139] and ar-Radd 'ala/ 
Jahnu)Yah L 139 ]. 
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who related from Mubashir ibn lsmaa'eel al-Halabee, from al-Awzaa'ee, 
who related from Yahya ibn Abee Katheer, who related from Hilaal ibn 
Abee Maimunah, from 'Ataa ibn Yasaar, who rdated from Rifaa'ah ibn 

'Uraabah al-Julrnee ,who said: the Messenger of Allaah, ~), said: 

" ... When ha!f or a third ef the night passes by, 
Allaah Descends to the lowest heaven and says: 

'No one asks more about My servants than 

Myself. Who is askin9 Me, so I can 9ive to 

him? Who is caJJin9 upon Me, so I can an

swer him? Who is seekin9 My For9iveness, 

so I canfor9ive him?'"81 

The wording of the hadeeth is that of al-Waleed. 

69 I say, when the ahaadeeth were authenticated, regarding the Descent 
of Allaah, from the Messenger of Al laah, ~); Ahl us-Sunnah then af

finned and accepted these ahaadeeth . They affirmed the Descent upon 
what the Messenger of Allaah,(~) said without comparing the De

scending with that of a created being. They do not try to discover how it 

may be, since there is no way of doing that. 

They know, realize and believe that the Attributes of Allaah, The One 
free from all deficiencies and The Most High, cannot be compared with 

the attributes of the creation, just like His Essence cannot be compared 
with the essence of the creation of Allaah, Exalted is Allaah, High above 
what theMushabbihah and the Mu'attilah say and may Allaah curse them. 

70 I read from Aboo 'Abdullaah ibn Aboo Hafs al-Bukhaaree, who was 

the Shaykh of Bukhaaraa in his time without a doubt. His father, Aboo 

81 Also related by Ibn Maajah [ 1366] and lbn Khuu1imah in Kiiaab ui-Tawheed [ 1 :312-
3 14 ). T he lsnaad is Saheeh . 
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Hafs was from the senior companions of Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ash

Shaybaanee. Aboo 'l\bdullaah said: I heard 'Abdullaah ibn 'Uthmaan -he 

is 'l\bdaan the Shaykh of Marwa- from Muhammad ash-Shaybaanee who 
said: Hammaad Ibn Aboo Haneefah said: 1 said to some people: 

"Have you seen the saying of Allaah: 

And your Lord comes with the angels 
rank upon rank"82 

They said: 'As for the angels, then they come in rows. As for The Lord, 
The Most High, then indeed, we do not know what is meant here nor do 

we know how he Comes.' So he said to them: 

"We do not impose on you to know how He Comes but we impose on 

you to believe that He Comes. What is your view about one who denies 
that the angels come in rows?" They replied: 

'He is an unbeliever and a liar.' lmaam Muhammad said : 

"It is the same if somebody denies the Coming of The Lord, The One 

free from all deficiencies, indeed he is an unbeliever and a liar." 

71 Aboo 'l\bdullaah ibn Abee Hafs al-Bukhaaree also said in his book: 
lbraheem ibn al -Ash'ath said: I heard al-Fudayl ibn ' Iyaad say: 

82 Soorat al-fojr: 89:22. 
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" If one of the Jahmiyyah say to you, ' indeed we do not believe in a L-0rd 

that Descends from His place, you should reply to them by saying: I 

bel ieve in a Lord that does as He wills. "'83 

83 Related by al-Laalakaa'cc L p.452]. 
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chapter 7 

•- - - -
TH E PO S ITIO N OF THE SA LAF 

( REGARDI NG THE SE N ARR ATI ONS) 

72 Yazeed ibn Haroon related in a meeting a hadeeth of Ismaa'eel ibn 

Abee Khaalid, from Qais ibn Abee Haazim, from Jareer ibn '.A.bdullaah, 

that the Messenger of Allaah, ~®), said: 

"Indeed you will see your Lord, like you see the 

fall moon. " 84 

So a man in the meeting said to him: 'O Aboo Khaalid, what is the mean

ing of this hadeeth ?' He in reply got angry and said: 

"How great is your resemblance to Sabeegh and how great is your need 
for that which was done to him. Woe be to you, and who knows how it 
will be? For who is it permissible to transgress this statement which the 
hadeeth came with or to speak about it from one's own desires, unless it 
be the one who ridicules himself and belittles his religion. Whenever you 

hear a hadeeth from the Messenger of Allaah, ~), follow it and do 
not innovate in it. Indeed if you follow it and do not dispute about it , you 

84 Related by Ibn Khuzaimah in Kiraab uc-Tawheed [ 1:407-41 1 ]. 

45 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

will be saved. If not you will be destroyed." 

73 The story of Sabeegh which Yazeed ibn Haaroon referred to when 

he said: 

"How great is your resemblance to Sabeegh and how great is your need 

for that which was done to him ." 

It is related by Yahya ibn Sa'eed from Sa'eed ibn al-Musayyab: TI1at Sabeegh 

at-Tameemee came to the chief of the Believers, 'Umar ibn al-Khattaab, 

rad!Jallaahu 'anhu, and said: '0 Chief of the Believers, tell me about the 

verse : 

The Dhaariyaat that scatter dust.'85 

He replied: "It is the winds, and If I had not heard the Messenger of 
Allaah, ~ ), say so , I would not have said it. " Sabeegh said: 

'So te ll me about the verse: 

And they bear the heavy weight of 

water.'86 

He replied: " It means the clouds, and If I had not heard the Messenger 

85 Soorawdh-Dhaariyaat: 5 1: 1. 

86 Sooratadh-Dhaar;_yaat: 5 l :2. 
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of Allaah, ~), say so, I would not have said it. " Sabeegh said: 

'So tell me about the verse: 

And those who distribute by com
mand.'87 

He replied: "It means the angels, and !fl had not heard the Messenger of 

AJlaah, (~), say so, I would not have said it." Sabeegh said: 

'So tell me about the verse: 

And those which float with ease.'88 

He replied: "It means the ships, and If I had not heard the Messenger of 

Allaah, (~), say so, I would not have said it." 

Then 'Umar ordered the man to be whipped one hundred times. Then 

he was confmed to a room. When he had recovered, he was called for 

and he was whipped again one hundred times until he was carried away 

on a saddle. Then 'Umar wrote to Aboo Moosa al-Ash'aree stating that 
he, ( i.e. Sabeegh ) was to be prevented from attending the meetings of 
the people. That remained the case, until Sabeegh came to Aboo Moosa 
and swore that there was not anything in him now from what was in him 

87 Soorah adh-Dhaariyaat: 5 I :4 

88 Soorah adh-Dhaariyaat: 51:3 

47 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

before. So Aboo Moosa wrote to 'Umar, who then replied: I think that 

he has indeed spoken the truth so let him sit with the people. 89 

74 Hammaad ibn Zaid related from Qatan ibn Ka'b, who heard a man 
from the tribe of 'Ajl, who was the uncle oflbn Zur 'ah, who related from 

his father, who said: 

89 Related by al-Bazzaar [ 299 ], Ibn Katheer in his Tefseer [7:390 J and Ibn Ha jar in al

lsaabah [ 2: 199 ]. AI-Aajurcc says in ash-Sharec'ah [ p .74 ], "The man was whipped 

because he used to seek the interpretation of the unclear verses of the Qur'aan (the 
murashaabih ) and he used to busy himself with knowledge which was not beneficial. 

TRANSLATORS NOTE Allaah says: 

It is He who has sent down the Book to you. In it, are verses that are entirely 

clear. They are the foundations of the book ( al-Muhkamaat ). Others are not 
entirely clear ( al-Muwshaabihaat ). So as for those in whose hearts is a deviation 
they follow that which is not clear. Therefore desiringjitnah and its hidden 
meanings. No one knows its hidden meanings but Allaah. 

Soorah 1\ali 'Jmraan: 3:7. 

The Prophet , (~),said: 

"When you see chose 1vh0Jollow what is alle9orical from it, then know that these are those whom 

Allaah named, so beware ef them." 

Related by al-Bukhaaree. 
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"I saw Sabeegh ibn al-' Isl in Basrah, he was going around like a djseased 
camel. He would attend circles, whenever he sat in a circle with people 

who didn't know him, they would receive a warning from another circle, 

due to the strict orders of the chief of the Believers.90 

7 5 Hammaad ibn Zaid related fro m Yazeed Aboo Haazim, from 
Sulaimaan ibn Yasaar, who said: 

"A man from the tribe ofTameem who was !mown as Sabeegh, came to 

al-Madeenah and he had books with him. He then started to ask about 

the mutashaabihah verses of the Qur'aan . This reached 'Umar, who then 
sent for him and got ready a rope from palm tree fibre. When he entered 
upon him, he sat down, thereupon, he asked: 

'Who are you?', he said: 

'I am ½.bdullaah Sabeegh. ' 'Umar replied: 

½.nd I am \'\bdullaah 'Umar.' 

Then he reached for him and started to whip him with the rope until he 
was wounded and blood began to trickle down his face. So he said: 

'Enough, 0 Chie'. of the believers. I swear by Allaah, the ideas which I 

had in my head have now all gone.'91 

76 Aboo 'Abdur-Rahmaan Muhammad ibn al-Hussain ibn Moosa as
Salamee, informed me from Muhammad ibn Mahmood al-Faqhee al

Marwazee, who related from Muhammad ibn ' Umair ar-Raazee, who 

90 Related by al-Laalakaa'ee [ 1136]. 

91 Related by ad-Daarimec [ 146 ], al-Aajuree [ p.73] and al-Laalakaa'ee [ 11 38 J -
The isnaad is Munqar.i' 
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related from Aboo Zakariyyah Yahya ibn Ayyoob al-'Ulaaf at-Tajeebee, 

who related from Yoonus ibn 'Abdul- 'Aala, who related from Ashab ibn 

'Abdul- 'Azeez, who related that he heard Imaam Maalik say: 

"Beware of innovations." 

Someone asked: '0 Aboo 'Abdullaah, what do you mean by that?' He 

said: 

"The innovators are those who speak about Allaah 's Names, Attributes, 

Speech and His Power, they do not remain silent about that which the 
Companions and their students were silent about." 

77 Aboo ul-Hussain Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ' Umar az-Zaahid al
Khaffaaf informed me from Aboo Na'eem 'Abdul-Maalik ibn Muham
mad ibn 1\dee al-Faqhee who related from ar-Rabee' ibn Sulaimaan who 

heard Imaam ash-Shaafi'ee, raheemahullaah, say: 

'1\ slave meeting his Lord with all the sins except shirk, is more loved to 

me, than to meet Him with something from his own desires."92 

7 8 Aboo Taahir informed me from Aboo 1\mr al-Heyaree, who related 
from Aboo al-Azhar·, who related from Qubaisah, who related from Sufyaan 
from Ja'far ibn Burqaan' who said: 1\. man asked 'Umar ibn 1\bdul- 'Azeez 

about something regarding the desires. He said: 

''Adhere to the religion of the child who is at a nursery level and the 

bedouin and then ignore everything else. "'93 

92 Also related by Aboo u'aim [ 9: 112 ] and al-Baihaqee [ I 0:206 ]. It's isnaad is 

Saheeh. 

93 TRANSLATORS NOTE - Also related by lbn Sa'd L 5:374 l lt'sisnaad is Hasan . He 
means that one must ignore all the false talk of the innovators and keep to the religion of 

the child, as it is on thejltrah and the bedouin who only knows his Lord. 
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79 Aboo '.Abdullaah al-Haafidh informed me from Muhammad ibn 

Yazeed, who heard from Aboo Yahya al-Bazzaaz, who heard from al-'Abbass 

ibn Harnzah, who heard from Ahmad ibn Abee al-Hawaaree, who heard 

from Sufyaan ibn al-'Uyainah, who said: 

"As for everything which Allaah has described Himself ,vith in His book, 

then its explanation is its recitation, and keeping silent about it. "94 

80 Aboo ul-Hussain al-Khaffaaf informed me from Aboo al- 'Abbaas 

Muhammad ibn Ishaaq as-Saraaj , who related from Ismaa'eel ibn Abee 

al-Haarith, who related from al-Haitham ibn Khaarijah, who heard from 

al-Waleed ibn Muslim who said : ' I asked al-Awzaa'ee, Sufyaan and Maalik 

ibn Anas about the ahaadeeth describing the Attributes of Allaah and the 
seeing of Hirn in the hereafter. They all said: 

"Treat it how it comes, ,vithout saying how. '"95 

8 I Some of the Salef said: 

"The advancement of Islaam is not steady, except over a safe and submit

ting bridge." 

82 Aboo Taahir ibn Khuzairnah informed me from his Grand-Father 

the Imaam, who related from Ahmad ibn Nasr, who related from Aboo 

94 Also re.lated by al-Baihaqee in al-'l riqaad [ 296 J and in al-Asmaa was S!lfaat [ 2:307 J 
and Ibn (-(ajar said in foth ul-Baaree [ 3:407 ] it's isnaad is Saheeh. 

TRANSLATORS NOTE - Meaning of" .. .its recitation is its explanation" i.e. meanings 
are understood in the language, so the moment one pronounces it, he understands it. As 

for " ... keeping silent about it" i.e. about the ' howness', as it is from the unseen which 

have n ot been informed of. 

95 Also related by al-Aajurcc [ p.3 14 ], al-Baihaqcc [ 3:2] and in al-Asmaa ,ms Silfaat 

[ 2:377 J. It 's isnaad is Hasan. 
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Ya'qoob al- Hunaynee, who related from Katheer ibn 'Abdullaah a]
Muzanee, from his father from his grand-father, who said: The Messen

ger of Allaah, ~), said: 

"Indeed this Reliaion beaan as somethin9 stran9e 

and it will return stranae, as it stoned. So Tooba is 

for the Strangers. " 96 

83 Aboo 'Abdullaah al- Haafidh informed me from Aboo ul-Hasan al
Kaarizee, who heard from 'Alee ibn 'A.bdul-'Azeez, who heard from Aboo 

'Ubaid al-Qaasim ibn Sallaam who said: 

"The follower of the Sunnah is like the holder of a burning piece of coal, 

and he is in my view today, much better than the one who strikes by the 

sword in the path of Allaah."97 

84 Al-A'am.ash related from Aboo adh-Dhuhaa' from Masrooq who 

said: 'Once I visited 'A.bdul]aah ibn Mas'ood and he said: 

"O people! If any one of you has knowledge, then let him speak. One 
who does not, let him say, Al]aah knows best . For indeed, it is from knowl
edge to say that when one does not know. Allaah, The Most Mighty and 

The Most Majestic, said to His Prophet(-): 

96 Aho ,·datcJ by Muslim [ 232 ] and Ibn Maajah [ 3986-3988]. 

97 Also related by al- Baghdaadee in his book ac-Taareekh [ 12:4 10]. 
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Say, I do not ask you for any wage, nor 
am I from the Mutakallifeen ( those who 

pretend and forge ) .98 

98 Sooracus-Saad: 38:86 - Related by al-Bukhaaree [ 8:511.547,572 ], Muslim [ 4:2155-
2 I 57] and at-Tirmidhee r 3254]. 
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chapt e r 8 

• 
T H E 

RE SURR EC TI ON AFTER D EA TH 

85 The People of Religion and Sunnah believe in the resurrection after 
death, on the Day of Judgement. Allaah, The One free from all deficien
cies, and His Messenger, ~), also informed us about the ter rors of 
that Day of Truth and the di fferent conditions of the slaves and all the 

creation concerning all that they will see and experience on that dreadful 
day, like receiving their books in their right or left hands, answering ques

tions and all other types of shocks and confusions which have been fore
told for that great day and ( what they will see and experience ) at that 

frightful standing like the Siraat, Meezan,99 the opening of the records 

which contain even an atoms worth of good and more. 

99 TRANSLATORS NOTE - The bridge over Hell and the Scales. Regarding the 
scales, Allaah says: 

}J. // ,., ,;; ,.... ... ,,, ~,.,t,, 
,~ .jY ~ 04 L. '-' 

>.> / .,..,.{/ 
4 / :::::::;;,,...::. u 
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As for him whose balance will be heavy, he will live a p leasant life. But, as for 
him whose balance will be ligh t, he will have his home in a pit (Hell). 

Sooratul-Qpari'ah: I 01 :6-7. 

Regarding the bridge, Allaah says: 

There is not one of you, but he will pass over it. 

Sooratul-Maryam: 19:71 

The Prophet, ( ~ ) , said: 
.. ... "Then the brid9e will be laid over Hell and intercession will be allowed .... " 

Related by Muslim [ 302 ]. 
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chap t er 9 

•- ---
ASH-SHI FAA 'A H 

( THE I NTERCESS I ON) 

8 6 The People of Religion and Sunnah believe in the intercession of the 

Messenger,(~), for the sinners amongst Ah/ ut-Tawheed and those who 
committed major sins, as it is authentically reported from the Messenger 

of Allaah, ~~*1). 

87 Aboo Sa'eed ibn Hamdoon informed me from Aboo Haamid ibn 
ash-Sharqee, who related from Ahmad ibn Yoosuf as-Salamee, who re

lated from 'Abdur-Razzaq, who heard from Ma'mar from Thaabit, from 
Anas, who reported the Prophet,(~), as saying: 

"My intercession is for those who committed major 

sinsjrom my Ummah. " 100 

88 Aboo Muhammad al-Makhladee informed me from Aboo al-'Abbaas 

as-Siraaj, who related from Qutaibah ibn Sa'eed, who related from 'Abdul
'Azeez ibn Muhammad ad-Daraawardee, from 'Amr ibn Abee 'Amr ... 

100 Also related by at-Tirmidhee [ 2565,2566]. The hadeeth is saheeh due to other 
supporting narrations. 
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- Also from Aboo Taahir ibn Khuzaimah, who heard from his Grand

Father the Imaam Muhammad ibn Ishaaq ibn Khuzaimah, who related 

from 'Alee ibn H ajr, from Ismaa'eel ibn Ja'far, from 'l\mr ibn Abee 'l\mr, 

from Sa'eed ibn Abee Sa'eed al-Maqburee, from Aboo Hurairah, 
radiyallaahu 'anhu, who said: 'O Messenger of AJlaah! Who will be the 

most fortunate of the people who will have your Intercession on the Day 

of Resurrection?' He replied: 

"I thou9ht that no one would ask me about this 

hadeeth first except y ou, because I saw your keeness 

far learnin9 the ahaadeeth. The most fortunate 

one to 9ain my intercession on the Day ef 
Ressurection, is the one who says, There is no de

i0' worthy ef worship except Allaah, sincerely from 

his heart." 10 1 

IO l Also related by lbn Khuzairnah [ 2:699] and by al-Bukhaaree I 99, 6570 I- for 

more:: Jetails on this chapter refer lo Shaykh Muqbil ibn Haadee's book ash-Sh!faa'ah. 
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cha pt er 10 

• 
TH E H A WD & 

( THE POOL 

T HE KAWTHAR 
& T H E RIVER) 

89 They believe in the Hawd 102 and the Kawthar. Also in the entering of 

a group of Ahl ut-Tawl,eed into Paradise without account. There will also 

be a group from them who will have an easy reckoning, without any 

harm befall ing them, or any punishment overtaking them. A group from 

them who had sinned will enter the Fire, then they will be freed and led 

out of it and joined up with their brothers who preceded them in enter

ing Paradise. 103 

TI1ey ( i.e. Ahl Hadeeth ) know with certainty and truth that the sinful 

from amongst the Ali/ ut Tawheed will not remain in the Fire eternally, and 

102 T RANSLATORS NOTE - The Messengerof Allaah, (~),said: 
"A1y pool takes one month to cross. Its water is whiter then milk and irs smell is nicer than musk. Its 

drinking cups are like the stars in the sky. One who drinks from it will nel'er be thirsty again." 

Related by al-Bukhaaree [ 6579 ]. 

103 TRANSLAT ORS NOTE - Contrar y to what theMu'cazilah say. 
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will not be left there forever. 104 As for the unbelievers, they shall abide in 

Hell forever and never come out of it nor shall they ever be reprieved. 

A!Jaah wiU never leave in the Fire anyone, who was disobedient from Ah/ 
ul-Eemaan . 

104 TRANSLATORS NOTE - Contrary to what the Khawaarij say. 
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chap ter 11 

• 
THE BELIEVERS WILL S EE 

TH E IR LORD I N THE HEREAFTER 

90 Ahl us-Sunnah believe and testify that the Believers will see their 

Lord, The Most Blessed and The Most High, on the Day of Judgement 
with their eyes. They 'vvill look at Him, as it is reported in the authentic 

ahaadeetl1 from the Messenger of Allaah, ~). He said: 

"Indeed, you will see your Lord like you see the 

fall Moon. "105 

The comparison ( like ) mentioned in this hadeeth is between the two 

105 Related by Ibn Khuzaimah in Kitaab ut-Tawheed [ 1 :407-4 11 ). See also al-Bukhaaree 

[ 554 J, Muslim [ 1831 and Aboo Dawood [ 4729 ). The Prophet, (~),said: 

"When che people ef Paradise encer Paradise, Allaah, the Most Mighty and the Most Majestic, will say: 
'Do you wish for anytbin9 extra that I may9iveyou?' They will say: Ha,•e you not brighumed 

our faces? Hare You not entered us into Paradise and saved us from the .fire? So He will remove the 

screen and tho/ will not ha,·e been gfren anything more beloved to them, than looking at their Lord, 

rhe Most M19hcy and 1/,e Most Majestic.". 

Related by M uslim [ 18 1 ). 
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( seeing's ) not between that which is seen in each case. 106 The ahaadeeth 

of the vision are related in the book al- ln tisaar with aJI the asaaneed. 

106 i.e. The similarity between seeing the full moon and seeingAllaah is in the seeing, 

not between the full moon and Allaah.This fine point is a refutation on those who claim 
that Ahl us Sunnah here have made a comparison between Allaah and His creation ( i.e. 

th e full moon ) . 
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chapter 12 

•----
EEMAAN TN PARADISE & HELL 

& TH AT THEY ARE BOTH CREATE D 

91 Ahl us-Sunnah testify and believe that Paradise and Hell are both 

created. They will remain eternally and the people of Paradise will never 

leave it. Also the inhabitants of Hell , who were created for it, will never 

come out of it. Death will be sacrificed on the wall between Paradise and 

Hell, then a call will be made that day: 

" ... O people if Paradise, there is eternity and no 

dear.h. 0 people ef Hell, there is eternity and no 
deac.h." 

This is what is reported authentically from the Messenger of Allaah, 
(~).107 

107 Related by al Bukhaaree [ 4730,6544 - 6545,6548 ] and Muslim [ 2850 ]. 
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chapter 13 

• 
AL-EEMAAN 

I NC LUDE S SPEECH & ACT IO N . 

IT I NC REA SES & DECREA SES 

9 2 From the madhhab of the People of Hadeeth is that Eemaan is a state

ment, an action and a thing which one is certain of in the heart. It in

creases with obedience and decreases with disobedience. 

93 Muhammad ibn 'Alee ibn a l-Hasan ibn Shaqeeq said, he asked Aboo 

'A.bdullaah Ahmad ibn Hanbal, raheemullaah , about Eemaan and what it 
means by increasing and decreasing. H e said: Aboo ul-Hasan ibn Moosa 

al-Asheeb, related to me from Hammad ibn Salamah, from Aboo Ja'far 
al-Khatamee, from his father, from his grand-father 'Umair ibn Habeeb, 

who said: 

"Eemaan increases and decreases." 

Someone asked him what increases it and what decreases it? He said: 

"When we remember Allaah, glorify Him and praise H im that is when it 

increases and when our minds are occupied or are neglectful and when 
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we forget, that is when it decreases."108 

94 Aboo al-Hasan ibn Aboo Ishaaq al-Muzakee informed me from his 

father, who related from Aboo 'Amr al-Heyaree, who related from Mu

hammad ibn Yahya adh-Dhulee and Muhammad ibn Idrees al-Makkee 

and Ahmad ibn Shidaad at-Tirmidhee, who related from al-Humaidee, 
who related from Yahya ibn Sulaim, who said: 

' I asked a group of scholars about Eemaan and they all said it is speech 
and action. 

I asked Hishaam ibn Hassaan and he said: "It is speech and action." 

I asked IbnJuraij and he said : "It is speech and action. " 

I asked Sufyaan ath-Thawree and he said: "It is speech and action." 

I asked al-Muthanna ibn as-Sabbaah and he said: "It is speech and ac
tion." 

I asked Muhammad ibn Muslim at-Taa'ifee and he said: "It is speech and 
ac tion ." 

I asked al-Fudayl ibn 'Iyaad and he said: "It is speech and action." 

I asked Naafi' ibn 'Umar al-Jumahee and he said: " It is speech and ac
tion" 

and I asked Sufyaan ibn 'Uyainah and he said: "It is speech and action."' 109 

108 Also related by al-Aajuree [ p.111-112 ], Ibn Abee Shaibah in his al-Musannef 
[ 1 1:1 3] and in a l - Eemaan [ 14 ] . 

10 9 Also rela ted by a l-Laalakaa 'ee [ l 584 ]. 

64 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

95 Aboo 'Umar al-Hayaree informed me from Muhammad ibn Yahya 
and Muhammad ibn Idrees, who both related from al-Humaidee, who 

said: I heard Sufyaan ibn 'Uyainah say: 

"Eemaan is speech and action, it increases and decreases." 

Then his brother Ibraheem ibn 'Uyainah asked: 'O Aboo Muhammad! 
AJ:e you saying it decreases?' He replied: 

"Be quiet O youth. It can decrease until nothing remains." 

96 Al-Waleed ibn Muslim said that he heard that al-Awzaaee, Maalik 

and Sa'eed ibn 1\bdul-'Azeez would disovm those who said "(Eemaan is) 
affi rmation without action" and they say: "There is no Eemaan without 
action. " 1 IO 

A person who increases in obedience and goodness, then he further in

creases his Eemaan. One who obeys sometimes, commits a large amount 

of sins, is preoccupied and neglectful then his Eemaan will be deficient. 

97 I heard al-Haakim Aboo 'Abdullaah al-Haafldh, from Aboo Bakr 
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Baalawaih al-Jallaab, who heard from Aboo 
Bakr Muhammad ibn lshaaq ibn Khuzaimah, who heard from Ahmad 

ibn Sa'eed ar-Rubaatee, who said: )\bduLiaah ibn Taahir said to me: 

"O Ahmad! Indeed you despise these people out of ignorance whereas I 

despise them out of knowledge: Firstly, they do not believe that the leader 
is to be obeyed and secondly, they believe that Eemaan has no levels, by 
Allaah, I do not deem it permissible to say 'My Eemaan is like that of 
Yahyaa ibn Yahya or that of Ahmad ibn Hanbal's' and they say : 'our 
Eemaan is like that of Jibraa'eel and Mekaa'eel."' 

98 I heard al-Haakim from Aboo Ja'far Muhammad ibn Saalih ibn 

I IO Related by al-Laalakaa'ee [ 1586] with a saheeh isnaad. 
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Haanee, who heard from Aboo Bakr Muhammad ibn Shu'aib, who heard 

from Ishaaq ibn Ibraheem al-Handhalee ( ar-Raawhawaih ), who said: 
Ibn al-Mubaarak came to ar-Rayy and one of the worshippers stood up, 
it was thought he followed the way of the Khawaarij . He said to Ibn al
Mubaarak: 'O Aboo ~bdur-Rahmaan! What do you say about someone 
who commits adulter y, steals and drinks alcohol? He said: 

" I do not say he has left Eemaan. " The worshipper said: 

'0 Aboo ½.bdur-Rahmaan, upon old age you have become a Murjee? He 

replied: 

"Do not call us Murji'ah. The Murjiah say, all of our good deeds are ac

cepted and all of our sins are forgiven. If I knew that my deeds were 
accepted, I would have testified that I am going to Paradise." 

Then he related from Ibn Shawdhab, from Muhammad ibn Juhaadah, 
from Salamah ibn Khaleel, from Hazeel ibn Sharhakeel, who said: Umar 

ibn al-Khattaab, radiyallaalw 'anhu, said: 

"If the Eemaan of Aboo Bakr was to be weighed, it would be greater than 

the Eemaan of all the people of the Earth." 111 

99 I heard Aboo Bakr Muhammad ibn ½.bdullaah ibn Muhammad ibn 

Zakariyyah ash-Shaybaanee, from Yahya ibn Mansoor al-Qaadee, who 

heard from Muhammad ibn Ishaaq ibn Khuzaimah, who heard from al
Hussain ibn Harb, the brother o f Ahmad ibn Harb az-Zaahid, who said: 

" I testify that the religion of Ahmad ibn Harb which he follows says that 
Eemaan contains speech and action, which increases and decreases." 

111 Also related by 'Abclullaah ibn Ahmad in as-Sunnah [ 82 I J. 
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chapter 14 

•----
W E DO N OT CALL A MU S LIM 

A N U N B E LI EV ER DUE T O HI S S I NS 

100 Ahl us-Sunnah believe that if a Believer commits sins, however small 
or large they may be, he does not become an unbeliever. Ifhe leaves this 

world without making any repentance from them and he dies upon Tawheed 

and lkhlaas, then his affair is entirely up to A11aah, The Most Mighty and 
The Most Majest ic. If He wills, He may forgive him and enter him into 

Paradise on the Day of Judgement, safe and sound without being af

flicted by the fire and without being punished for his perpetration of the 
sins. 

He will be brought on the Day of Judgement with his sins and misdeeds. 

If Allaah wills, He will punish him for a period in the Fire. If He punishes 
him, he will not however remain in the Fire forever, but he will eventu
ally be freed and taken out from it, to the place of tranquillity and con

tent. 

IO 1 Our Shaykh , the lmaam Aboo Tayyeb Sahl ibn Muhammad as

Sa'lookee, raheemahullaah, said: 

"The sinning believer, even if he is punished by the fire, he will not be 
thrown in there the same way as the unbeliever is thrown in the fire. He 
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wil1 not remain there the same way as the unbeliever wil1 remain there 
nor will he be wretched and miserable the same way the unbeliever is 

wretched and miserable." 

I 02 This means that the unbeliever will be dragged to the Fire on his 

face, he will be thrown in there chained , and then hung upside down, 

shackled by having his hands tied to his neck with strong and heavy chains. 

However, the sinning believer, if he is afflicted by the Fire, he wil1 enter it 

like a criminal enters a prison in this world on his feet, not upside down 

nor thrown in. The meaning of his statement: 

" ... he will not, be thrown in there the same way as the unbeliever is 

thrown in the fire ... ," means that the unbeliever wil1 have all his body 

burned and every time his skin is roasted th.rough it will be replaced with 

another, so that he may taste the punishment again, as Allaah informs us 

in His Book: 

Indeed, those who have disbelieved 
in our signs, w e shall burn them in a 

fire. We shall change their skins for 
other skins, so that they may taste the 

punishment again. 112 

112 Soorawn-Nisaa : 4:56. 
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As for the believers they will not have their faces scorched by the Fire, 

and their limbs which they used for sujood will not be burned. For Allaah 

has forbidden the Fire from burning them. 113 

I 03 His saying: " ... he will not stay in the Fire like the unbeliever would ... ", 
means that the unbeliever will remain in it forever and never come out of 

it. Allaah will never leave any sinning believer in the Fire forever. 

His saying: " ... he will not be afflicted like the unbeliever", means that the 

unbeliever has no hope of the Mercy of Allaah and no opportunity for 
reprieve from the punishment. As for the believer he will never be cut off 
from the hope of the Mercy of Allaah. 

The final outcome for all the believers is Paradise, as they were created 
for it and it was created for them, as a Mercy and a Blessing from Allaah. 

113 The Prophet, (~),said: 
'5'11/aah has forbidden the }re to eat up the traces ef sujood." 

Related by al-Bukhaaree [ 806] and Muslim [ 182 ]. 
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chapter 15 

•- - - -
THE RULING REGARDING 

SOMEON E WI-IO ABA DONS 

TI-IE PRAYER INTE N TIO NA LLY 

I 04 The People of Hadeeth differ in their opinions about a Muslim who 

abandons the prayer intentionally lmaam Ahmad and a group of scholars 

from the Salef 14 say that he has become an unbeliever and they place him 

outside the fold of Islaam, due to what is authentically reported from the 

Prophet,(~), who said: 

"Between a slave and Shirk is the abandonin9 ef 
rhe prayer. For one who has abandoned it, has 

committed Kefr". 115 

I 14 Amongst them, Ishaaq ibn Raahawaih, lbn al-Mubaarak, lbrahccm an-Nakhaa'ee, 

al- Haakim ibn 'Uyainah, Ayyoob ibn as-Sakhtayaanee, Aboo Bakr ihn Abee Shaibah and 
Aboo Khaithamah Zuhair ibn Harb. From amongst the Companions 'Umar ibn al

Khattaab, Mu'aadh ihn Jabal, Ibn Mas'oo<l, Ibn 'Abbaas, Jaabir and Aboo Dar<laa. 

11 5 This Hadeeth has come in various forms, the most authentic being: 

"Beiween a man and Shirk and K'!fr is abandomn9 the prayer. " 

Related by Muslim [ I :88 J, at-Tirmidhee [ 2764-67 ], Aboo Dawood [ 4678] and Ibn 

Maajah [ I 078 ]. 
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105 Ash-Shaafi'ee and his companions, as well as a group from the 
scholars of the Sa/ef, said that: 

"One does not become an unbeliever so long as he believes that it is 
obligatory but he is killed just as the apostate is killed. " 

They interpret the hadeeth to mean : Whoever abandons the prayer by 
denying it, just as when Allaah, The One free from all deficiencies, in

forms us about Yoosuf, 'alay his salaam: 

Indeed I have abandoned a religion of 
the people, as they do not believe in 
Allaah and they are disbelievers in the 
Hereafter. 116 

He was never involved in the disbelief of the people. However, he aban

doned them by denying them. 117 

116 Soorawl-Yoosef: 12:37 

117 See Ibnul-Qayyim's book As-Salaat Wa I fokm Taarikuhaa for further details . 
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c h apter 16 

•- ---
THE CREATION OF 

THE SLAVES ACTIONS 

I 06 And from the sayings of Ahl-us-Sunnah wal Jamaa'ah about the deeds 

of the slaves, is that they are created by Allaah, The Most High . They do 

not have any doubt in that. They do not regard anyone who rejects and 

negates this statement ( belief ) as being from the people of guidance and 
religio n of truth. 118 

11 8 See Imaam al-Bukhaan:e's treatise Khalq A'!f'aal al-'Ibaad and the Sharh al- 'Aqeedah 

at-Tahaawi)yah (p.430-439). Allaah says 

Allaah Created you and your ac tions. 

Sooraras-Sajfaat: 3 7 :96 

72 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

chapter 17 

----•----
ALL GU ID ANCE I S FROM ALLAAH 

I 07 The People of Hadeeth witness that Allaah, The Most High, gives 
guidance towards His Religion to whom H e wills and He misguides whom 

He wills away from His reHgion. There is no argument for the one who is 

misguided by Allaah and he has no excuse. 

Say, with Allaah is the perfect proof 

and argument. If He had willed, He 

would have guided you all. 119 

I 19 Sooratal-An 'aam: 6:149 
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And if We had willed, We would have 
given every person guidance. But the 
Word of truth from Me is to fill Hell with 

the Jinn and Mankind all together. 120 

Indeed I have created many for Hell from 

amongst the Jinn and Humans. 121 

108 So He, The One free from all deficiencies, Created the creation 

without having need for them. He made them into two groups, one for 

An-na 'eem ( i.e. Paradise) out of His favour and the other for Hell out of 

His Justice. He has made from them some misguided and some rightly 
guided, joyful or miserable. Some are near to His Mercy and some far. 

He cannot be questioned for what He does 

but they will be questioned. 122 

I 20 Sooratas-Sajdah: 32: 13 

12 1 Sooraial-A'araaf 7: 179 

122 Soorawl-Anbi)Yaah: 2 I :23 
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Indeed the Creation and the Com
mandment is His. Blessed be Allaah, 

Lord of the Worlds. 123 

I 09 Aboo Muhammad al-Hussain ibn Ahmad al -Makh ladee ash

Shaybaanee, raheemahullaah, informed me from Aboo al-'Abbaas Muham
mad ibn Ishaaq as-Siraaj, who related from Yoosuf ibn Moosa, who heard 

from Jareer, from al-A'amash, from Zaid ibn Wahb, from 'Abdullaah ibn 

Ma'sood, who said: The Messenger of Allaah, (~), and he spoke the 

truth and his word was believed, said: 

"Indeed you are created by being collected in the 

womb if your mother far forty days in the form if 
a drop. Then it becomes a piece if congealed blood 

efter a similar period. Then it becomes a lump ef 
flesh efr,er a similar period. Then Allaah sends to 

it an Angel, with four things: His provision, his 

deeds, his period ef I!fe and whether he will be 

wretched or blessed. By Him in Whose Hand has 

my soul is, one if you will do the deeds ef those 

who will go to Paradise, so that there will be only 

a cubit between him and it. Then what is decreed 

far him will overcome him, so that he will do the 

deeds ef diose who go to T-Iell. Also one efyou will 

do the deeds ef those who will 90 to H ell, so that 

there will be on!J a cubit between him and it. 

I 23 Sooracaf-A'ara'![ 7:54 
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Then what is decreed far him will overcome him, 

so that he wiJ/ do the deeds ef those who 90 w 

Paradise and thus enter it. "124 

I I O Aboo Muhammad al-Makhladee, informed me from Aboo al 

'Abbaass as-Siraaj, who related from Ishaaq ibn Ibraheem al-Handhalee 

-Ibn Raahawaih, who heard from 'Abdus-Samad ibn 'Abdul-Waarith, who 

related from Hammaad ibn Salamah, who related from Hishaam ibn 

'Urwah from his father from 'Aaishah that the Messenger of Allaah ~) 

said: 

"Indeed a man does the deeds ef the people ef 
Paradise, but it is written in the book that he is 

jam the people ef the Hell. When the time ef 
death comes for him, he chan9es and does the 

deeds ef the people ef Hell. So efter his death he 

enters Hell. Indeed a man does the deeds ef the 

people ef Hell, but it is written in the book that 

he is jam the people ef Paradise. When the time 

ef death comes for him, he chan9es and does the 

deeds ef the people ef Paradise. So efter his death 

he enters Paradise". 125 

124 Also related by al-Bukhaaree r 6594 l, Muslim [ al-Qadr - ch. I 1 and Aboo 

D aawood [ 4708). 

125 Also related by Ahmad [ 6: I 07, 108 ). It's isnaad is Saheeh. Ibn Hajr declares it Saheeh 

in foth ul-Baaree [ 11 :479]. 
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chapter 18 

•--- -
THE GOOD & THE EVIL 

111 Ahl-us-Sunnah testify and believe that the good and the evil , the 

benefit and the harm, the pleasant and the bitter, all happen by the De
cree and Power of Allaah. There is no return or escape and no one can 
desist from them both. Nothing except that which Allaah has written will 
befall that person. If the creation strived to benefit the person with some

thing which Allaah has not written for him, then they will not be able to 
do so. If they strived to harm him with something not Decreed by Allaah 

for him, they will not have the ability to do so. This is what is reported 

from 'Abdullaah ibn 'Abbaas, radiyallaahu anhuma.116 

I I 2 Allaah, The Most Mighty and The Most Majestic, says: 

126 Thatis hissaying,(~): 

"Know that if all the Ummah strived to benefit you with somethin9, they will not be able to do it, 

unless Allaah has 1vritcen it far you. !f tho/ all strived to harm you with somethin9, tho/ will not be 

able to do it, unless Allaah has written it for you." 

Related by at-Tir midhee [ 2648]. The isnaad is Saheeh. Also refer to Ibn Rajab's dassic 
J aami' ul- 'Uloom wal-1-likm [ p.174] and Ibn ul-Qayyim's Shifaa al- 'Alee/ for the issue of 

Allaah 's Decree. 
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And if Allaah touches you with harm, 

no one can remove it except He, and 
if He intends good for you, no one can 

repel His favour. 127 

I I 3 From the madhhab and the path of Ahl us-Sunnah is their saying, that 

the good and evil is from Allaah, and by His Decree. Anything which by 
itself entails any form of defect or deficiency is not (annexed ) ascribed 

to Allaah, so one does not say: "O Creator of the ape, pig and the dung 
beetle, even though no creat ion exists but the Lord created it." There 
appears about this, a statement of the Messenger of Allaah, ~), in the 

supplication said at the beginning of the prayer: 

"You are Blessed and You are Exalted. All 900d 

is in Your Hands and the evil is not.from You. "128 

Its m eaning, and Allaah knows best , is: Evil is not attributed ( annexed ) 

to You by itself and out of intent, so one does not when calling out to 

You, say: "O creator of evil or O ordainer of evil even though He is the 

c1·eator and ordains of them both ( i.e. good and evil ). This is why al 
Khidr ascribes the intention of damaging the ship to himself, as Allaah 
informs us: 

127 Soora,al-Yoonus: l 0: l 07. 

128 Related by Muslim [ 77 1 ], an-Nisaa'ee [ 862 ], Aboo Daawood [ 761 ] and at
Tirmidhee [ 3662 ]. 
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As for the ship it belonged to 
poor people working in the sea. 

I intended to damage it. 129 

But when he ( i.e Khidr ) mentions goodness, righteousness and mercy, 
he ascribed the intention to Allaah, The Most Mighty and The Most 

Majestic: 

Your Lord intended that they 
reach their age of full strength and 
take out their treasure as a Mercy 
from your Lord. 130 

This is why when He informed us about Ibraheem's saying: 

I 38 Sooratal-Knl:f 18:79. 

139 Sooratal-Kal:f 18 :82. 
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• ~,,,....,,.,..,. .-; ..J. ,:,,, ,,,... / / 

~~~J"l~t, 
And when I am ill, it is H e who cures 
m e.1 3 1 

He ( i.e. Ibraheem) attributed the sickness to himself but the cure to his 

Lord even though it was all from Allaah The Most Mighty and The Most 

Majestic. 

13 1 Sooratash-Shu'araa: 26:80. 
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cha p te r 19 

•- - --
T H E MA S H EE'A H 

( T HE WILL) OF ALLAAH 

114 Also from the madhhab of Ahl-us-Sunnah wal} amaa'ah is that Allaah, 
The Most Mighty and The Most Majestic, intended all the actions of His 
slaves, the good and the bad to occur. No one believes, except with His 
Will and no one disbelieves, except ·with His W ill. If He had Willed He 
could have made all of Mankind into one nation. 

If your Lord had Willed all those on 

the earth would have believed. 132 

If He wanted that no one should be disobedient to Him, then He would 

not have created Iblees, the disbelief of the unbelievers, the Eemaan of 
the believers, the apostasy of the apostates, the cawheed of the Muwahideen, 

l 32 Sooratal-Yoonus: 10:99 
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the obedience of the obedient and the d isobedience of the disobedient. 

All of it is from His Decree and Power, Will and Intent, The One free 

from all deficiencies, The Most High. He Intended, Willed and Decreed 
all those things. He is displeased with kefr and disobedience 

If you disbelieve, then indeed, 
Allaah is in no need of you. He 
is not Pleased with Kufr ( disbe
lief) from His slaves. If you are 

grateful then He is Pleased with 
you.133 

133 Sooraraz-lumar: 39:7. 
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c b a p t e r 20 

•- ---
T H E O UT COME 

OF T H E SLAVES I S UNKNOWN 

11 5 The People of Hadeeth believe and testify that the end of the slave is 
unknown. No one knows what his end shall be. They ( People of Hadeeth 

) do not pass judgement on a specific person that he will be from the 

people of Paradise or from the people of Hell, because that is something 

which is hidden from them. They do not know in which state a person 
will die, whether it is upon Islaam or unbelief, so due to this fact they say: 

"Indeed we are Believers, if Allaah wiUs." 

That is, from those Believers who will have a good end, if A!Jaah wills.134 

134 TRANSLATORS NOTE - The Prophet, ( ~ ), said: 

"Do not be delighted by the actions ef anyone until you see how he ends up". 

Related by Ahmad [ 3: 120,223] and Jbn Abee \>\asim [ 393-395]. The isnaad is Saheeh. 
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chapter 21 

THE RULI N G UPON ON ONE W HO 

DIED UPO N B EL IEF OR U N BELI E F 

I 16 And the People of Hadeeth witness for the one who dies upon Islaam 

that his end will be Paradise even if their fate was written by Allaah that 
they will be punished with the Fire for a period, as a result of their sins 

which they committed and d id not repent from. l11ey ,..vi]! eventually 
enter Paradise and no one from amongst the Muslims will remain in Hell 
eternally. This is a great blessing and favour from Allaah. If one dies upon 

unbelief, and Allaah's protection is sought from this, he will be thrm,vn 

into the Fire and he will not be saved from it, and he ,..vi]] stay there 
forever. 
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ch a p t er 22 

•----
THO S E GIVE N THE GL A D 

TIDI N G S OF JA NN AH (PARADI S E) 

I 17 As for those witnessed to by the Messenger of Allaah, ~ ), from 
amongst his Companions who will enter Paradise, indeed the People of 

Hadeech testify to what he said, believing what the Messenger, ~), 

mentioned and promised for them. For indeed the Prophet, (~), did 
not witness for them Paradise, except after knowing it for sure. Allaah, 

The Most High, had informed His Messenger, ~), of the matters of 
the unseen, as much as H e had wished . This is evident in His, The Most 

Mighty and The Most Majestic's saying: 

He is the all Knower, of the unseen. 
He reveals the unseen to no one ex

cept whom He is pleased with from 
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amongst His Messengers. 135 

118 The Messenger of Allaah, ~), gave good tidings of Paradise to 
ten of his Companions and they are: 

''l\boo Bakr, 'Umar, ' Uthmaan, )\Jee, Talhah, Az-Zubair, ½bdur-Rahmaan 

ibn 'Awf, Sa'd, Sa'eed and Aboo 'Ubaidah al-Jarraah. 136 

119 He also said to Thaabit ibn Qays ibn Shammaam: 

"You are from the people ef Paradise. " 

Anas ibn Maalik said: 

"When he ( Thaabit ) used to pass by us, we used to say: Indeed he is 

from the people of Paradise." 137 

135 Sooracal-Jinn: 72 :26-27. 

136 They appear in the l ladeech of Sa'eed ibn Zaid. Related by Ahmad [ 1632 ], Aboo 

Daawood [ 4648-4650 ], at-Tirmidhee [ 401 2,40 l 4 J and Ibn Maajah [ 133,134 ). The 
Hadeecl, is Saheeh . 

137 Related by al-Bukhaarec [ 36 13 ] and Muslim [ I 19 J. 
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chapter 23 

•--- -
THE BEST OF THE 

COM P AN IO NS & TH E IR KHILAAFAH 

1 20 The People of Hadeeth testify and believe that the best of the Com

panions of the Messenger of Allaah,~), are Aboo Bakr, then ' Umar, 

then 'Uthmaan, then :A.lee. They are the rightly guided Khulefaah, whom 
the Prophet, (~), had mentioned regarding their successorship. He 
said, in what is reported by Sa'eed ibn Jamhaan from Safeenah: 

"The Khilaefah will remain for thirty years 

efter me. 

Then Safeenah said: 

'Take Aboo Bakr's Khilaefah for "Rvo years, 'Umar's for Ten, 'Uthmaan's 

for Twelve and 'Alee's for Sh::. 138 

After this period, the affair will return to Kingship containing tribula-

138 Related by Ahmad [ 5:220,221 ], Aboo Daawood [ 4646,4647 ], at-Tir midhee 
[ 2340] and al-AJbaanee in Silsilat ul-Ahaadeeth is-Saheehah [ 459). It's isnaad is Hasan. 
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tions as is reported from the Messenger, (~).139 

J 2 J The People of Hadeeth are in agreement about the Khilaefah of Aboo 

Bakr, rad!J1allaahu 'anhu, after the death of the Messenger of Allaah, ~), 
with the choice and the full agreement of the Companions for h im. 

I 2 2 The Messenger of Allaah, (~), would speak of Aboo Bakr in 
such a manner by which he would show to the companions that he ( Abu 
Bakr ) had the most right to the Khilaefah after him This is why they 
agreed on him and became united. So they benefited by his position and 
they were elevated in their ranks and they gained glory, due to him. 

J 23 Then the Khilaefah of 'Umar ibn Al-Khattaab, radiyallaahu 'anhu, by 
the appointment of Abu Bakr, radiyallaahu 'anhu, and the agreement of ail 
the Companions. Allaah, The One free from all deficiencies, used his 

position to bring glory to Islaam and to make it great as He had prom
ised. 

J 24 Then the Khilaefah of 'Uthrnaan, rad!J1allaahu 'anhu, by the consen

sus of the Ahl ush-Shooraa and all the Companions, and by their content
ment with him. So that the position came to him. 

12 5 The Khilaefah of 1\.lee, radiyallaahu 'anhu, through the pledge of 

aUegiance of the Companions when they realized and saw that the one 
who had the most right out of all the creation and was more entitled to 
the Khilaefaii at that time was 'Ali, they did not permit any disobedience 

or opposition to the Khilaefah . 

I 26 So those four were the Khulefaah ar Raashideen through whom Al
laah aided His religion, subdued and overcame the apostates, made Is-

139 As occurs in the Hadeelh of H uJaifah, related by at-Tayaalisee [ 438] and Ahmad 
[ 4:273]. It's isnaad is Hasan. 
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laam strong by their standing, raised in their time the signposts of truth, 

illuminated by their brilliance, their light and rays against the darkness 

and made true via their Khilaefah, His promise which He had previously 

mentioned in His, The Most Mighty and The Most Majestic's saying: 

Allaah has promised for those who 
believe among you and do righteous 

deeds, He will certainly give them 

successorship on the earth, as He 
granted it to those before them. And 
He will grant them the authority to 
practise their religion, which He has 
chosen for them. And He will surely 
give in exchange a safe security after 

their fear. 140 

140 Sooraran-Noor: 24:55. 
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Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah. 

Those who are with him are severe 

against the unbelievers and merciful 
among themselves. You see them 
bowing and prostrating, desiring the 
Bounty of Allaah and His Good 
Pleasure. Their marks are on their faces 

from the traces of their prostrations. 
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This is their description in the Tawrah. 

Their description in the lnjeel is like a 
seed which sends forth its shoot and 
then becomes strong. It then becomes 
thick and stands straight on its stem, 
delighting the sowers, so that He may 
enrage the disbelievers with them. 
Allaah has promised those among you 
who believe and do righteous deeds, 

forgiveness and a mighty reward. 141 

127 One who loves them, fo llows them, prays for them, acknowledges 
their r ights and knows their excellence, will indeed be successful. And 

the one who hates them, abuses them and attributes to them that which 

the Rawa'!fidh and the Khawaarij do - may A1Iaah curse them - then he is 

ruined and destroyed. 142 

128 The Messenger of Allaah, (~), said: 

"Do not abuse my Companion s. " 143 

141 Sooratal-Fath: 48:29. 

142 TRANSLATORS NOTE - As for the affair of the Rawa':ftdhah, their views of the 

Companions are well known. They call all of them unbelievers, except a few. Their beliefs 

arc also well known. See Ehsaan Elahee Zaheer 's, rahimahullaah, book about them. ( It is 

available in English) . 

As for the the Khawaarij, they rejected the Khila<ifah of 'U thmaan and 'Alee. 'fhey also 

declared many of the of the Companions unbelievers, resulting in many battles between 

them and the Companions of the Prophet, ( ~ ). 

143 TRANSLATORS NOTE - Related by al-Bukhaaree [ 3673 ], Muslim [ 2540 ], 
Aboo Daawood f 4658 J and at-Tirmidhee [ 4143 ]. 

It is related in al-Bukhaaree [ 3655] and Aboo Daawood [ 4628] that Ibn 'Umar said 
-+ 
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"We used to say whilst the Messenger of Allaah, ( ~ ), was amongst us: The best of 
people after the Messenger of Allaah is Aboo Bakr, then 'Umar, then 'Uthmaan. The 
Prophet would hear of that and not criticise it." 

See Aboo Daawood's Sunan (English) in K.itaab us-Sunnah [ 4610-4643], for further 
narrations on this topic. 
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chapter 24 

•----
THE PRAYER BEHIND 

THE RIGHTEOUS & THE 

AND PERFORMI NG 

WITH THEM 

lMMO RAL, 

JIH AAD 

129 The People of Hadeetli hold that the prayers of al-Jumu 'ah, the two 

£ids and any other prayer, can be performed behind every Muslim Im

aam irrespective of whether he is righteous or immoral. 144 

144 It is related by Ibn Abee Shaibah [ 2:378 ) from 'Umair ihn Haanee who said: 

"I was there when al- Hajjaaj had surrounded az-Zubair at Makkah. lbn 'llmar was present 

also and his house was between the two armies. So sometimes he would pray with al
Hajjaaj and sometimes with az-Zubair." 

It's isnaad is Saheeh. 

Hudhaifah, rad!)'allaahu 'anhu, related that the Prophet,(~), said:. 
"There will come leaders who will not fallow my 9ujdance and will notjollow my Sunnah. There will 

be amongst them men, who will ham r:he hearts ,f devils and r:he bodies ,f humans." Hudhaifah 

asked: 'What shall I do O Messenger of Allaah, if I reach that?' He replied: "You should 

hear and obey che ruler, even if he Jlo9syour back and takes your wealch. Then still hear and obey" 

Related by Muslim L 1847 J. 
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They also hold that}ihaad against the disbelievers is valid with them, even 

if they are oppressors and tyrants. They agree to make supplications for 
them, asking to rectify their situation, to be given taHjeeq and to establish 

justice amongst their subjects. They do not deem permissible rebellion 

against the leaders by the sword even if they are unjust and tyrannical. 

They say that the extremists ( transgressive group ) should be fought 

until they return to the obedience of the just /maam. 145 

145 Sec Sharh al-'Aqeedai ut-Tahaawi_yyah [ p.357-362 J. 

94 



Www.IslamicBooks.Website

ch a p t er 25 

•----
THEIR PO S ITIO N WITH 

REGARD S TO THE DISPUTE 

BETWEEN THE COMPAN IO NS 

I 30 The People of Hadeeth hold that one must refrain ( from discussing 

) the dispute between the Companions of the Messenger of Allaah, ~). 
The tongues must be purged from mentioning anything which entails the 

attribution of shortcomings and deficiencies to them. 146 They ( The Peo

ple of Hadeeth ), hold that one should seek Allaah 's Mercy for all of them 
and have love and defend each and every one of them. They also hold 
that one should exalt the status of the Prophet's wives, radiyallaahu 'anhum, 

supplicate for them, recognise their excellence and acknowledge that 
they are the Mothers of the Believers. 

146 TRANSLATORS NOTE -The Prophet,(~), said: 

"When my Companions are mentioned then ,vithold." 

Related by at-Tabaraanee and see Si/s;/aiul-ahadceth-is-Sahechah [ 34 ]. 
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YOU 

PARADI S E 

c b apter 26 

•- --
W ILL NOT ENTER 

BY YOUR DEEDS ALONE 

I 3 I The People of Hadeeth believe and testify that no one is entitled to 

Paradise, even if he had performed good deeds and his worship was the 
most since,-e, or his obedience was the purest obedience and his way was 
a pleasing one, unless Allaah favours h_im, thereby granting it to him, 
through His Blessings and Graciousness_ Since the good deeds which the 
person performed was not made easy for him except by the facilitation 

of Allaah, Mighty is His Name. So if He had not facilitated it for him, the 

person would not have been able to accomplish this deed and ( similarly 

) if He did not guide him to it he would never have accomplished it out 
of his own effort and exhortation. Allaah, The Most Mighty and The 

Most Majestic says: 
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Had it not been for the Grace of AJJaah 
and His Mercy upon you, not one of 
you would have been purified. 
However, Allaah purifies whom He 
Wills. 146 

And He said informing us about the people of Paradise: 

And they say all praise is for Allaah, 

Who has guided us to this. Never could 
we have found Guidance were it not 

that Allaah had Guided us. 147 

146 Sooratan- Noor: 24:2 I 

14 7 Soorawl-A'araef: 7: 4 3 
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c b apter 27 

•----
ALL CREATED THI NGS 

HAVE AN APPOI NTED TERM 

13 2 The People of Hadeeth believe and testify that Allaah, The Most 
Mighty and The Most Majestic, has appointed a term for each creation 

and that no soul shall die without the permission of Allaah, and at the 
appointed time. Whenever the appointed term has expired for a man, 

then there is nothing except death awaiting him and there is no escape 

from it. Allaah, The Mighty and Majestic says: 

And every nation has an 
appointed term. When their term 
is reached, they cannot delay it 
nor can they advance it ( for even 

an hour). 148 

148 Sooratal-A'araef: 7 :34 
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And no person can ever die, 
except by the permission of 
Allaah and at an appointed 

term. 149 

I 33 And they testi~r that one who dies or is killed, then indeed his time 
has expired. 

Say, even if you had remained in 
your homes, those for whom 

death was decreed, would have 
gone forth to their place of 
death. 150 

149 Sooratal Aali-Imraan: 3: 143 

150 Soorawl Aali- lmraan: 3: I 54 
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Wherever you may be , death will 
overtake you; even if you are in a 

fortress high up. 151 

15 1 Sooratan-Nisaa: 4:78 
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ch a p t er 28 

- - --•- ---
THE 

WH I SPE R! GS OF TH E DE V IL S 

I 3 4 The People of Hadeeth believe that Allaah, The One free from all 

deficiencies, Created the devils vvith the characteristic of whispering to 
mankind and they intend their downfall , so they lie in wait for them. 

Indeed the devils do inspire 
their friends to dispute with you 

and if you obey them, then 
indeed you will become an 

polytheist. 152 

152 Soorawl-An'aam: 6: 12 1 
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13 S Allaah empowers them ( the devils ) over whomsoever He wishes 

and He protects whomsoever He Wishes from their plots and decep

tions. Allaah The Most Mighty and Majestic says: 

And befool those whom you can 
amongst them, with your voice. 

M ake an assault on them with your 

cavalry and your infantry. Share 
with them their wealth and their 

children. Make promises to them. 
But the devil promises nothing but 

deceit. Indeed My slaves, you do 
not have any authority over them, 

Your Lord is sufficient for you and 

a Guardian. 153 

153 Sooratal- lsraa: 17:64 - 65 
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Indeed, he has no power over those 

who believe and those who put their 
trust only in their Lord. His power 

is only over those who follow him. 154 

154 Sooratan-Nahl: 16 :99-1 00 
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c b apte r 29 

•----
MAG I C & S ORCERY 

136 The People of Hadeeth testi fy that in this world there exists magic 

and magicians, but they cannot harm anyone, except with the permis

sion of Allaah. Allaah The Most Mighty and The Most Majestic says: 

~t:_; 

~,~~~:-~l~~<C~~j~ 
They could not thus harm anyone ex
cept by the permission of Allaah. 155 

137 Whoever bewitches, practices magic and believes that it can cause 

harm or benefit without the permission of Allaah, The Most High, he 

has indeed disbelieved in Allaah. 

138 lf he ( the magician ) is characterized by what will make him fall 

into unbelief, he is asked to repent. If he does not repent then his neck is 

155 Sooratal-Baqarah: 2:102 
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struck ( i.e. killed ). 

If he is characterized by what is not unbelief or has mentioned some

thing which was not understood then he is prohibited from practising it 

again. If he returns he is punished. 

139 If he maintains that magic is not unlawful and believes it to be 

permissible , then it is obligatory to kill him. This is because he has made 

per missible a th ing wh ich all the Muslims have agreed to be unlawful. 
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c h apter 30 

•----
THE MANNERS OF 

T H E PEOPLE OF HADEETH 

140 The People of Hadeeth have made unlawful all intoxicating drinks 
made from grapes, raisins, dates, honey, barley and anything else which 

may cause intoxication. They are all unlawful whether it is a small or 

large quantity. They keep away from them and establish the punishment 
for it. 156 

141 They hasten to perform the prescribed prayers and they establish 

them in thei r earlier times. This is better than delaying them to their 

156 The Prophet, (~), said: 
"Every intoxicant is wine and C\'el)' wine is unla1iful." 

Related hy Muslim [ 200 1 land Aboo Daawood [ 3679 ]. 

Ile, (~),said: 
"![ a Joe intoxicates then just a little ef it is unlanful." 

Related by Aboo Daawood [ 368 1 ], Ibn Maajah [ 3392-3394 ] and at-Tirmidhce 
[ 1943 ]. The isnaad is Saheeh. 
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latest time. They persevere in this to obtain the promised rewards. 157 

142 They make it obligatory to recite Sooratal-Faatihah behind the Im
aam. 1ss 

143 They obligate the perfecting of the ruku' and the sujood. They per

fect the ruku' and sujood by observing calmness; the rising from ruku' and 

the standing erect and while being tranquil. Also the rising from sujood 

and the sitting between the two sujood, observing calmness and being 

tranquil as it is from amongst the pillars of prayer which cannot be ac
cepted without it. 

144 They advise each other to observe the prayer at night, to keep ties 

with relations while having differences, to spread greetings, to feed and 

be kind to the poor, the needy and the orphans. They give importance to 

the affairs of the Muslims. They are moderate in their eating, drinking, 
clothing, marriage and spending . They enjoin the good and forbid the 

evil and they hasten to do all good deeds. They safeguard themselves 

against the evil consequences of lust and desire. They strive and advise 
the people ,,vith the truth and with patience. They love and hate fo1· Is

laam . They are against disputing about Allaah and falling into controversy 
about Him. They keep away from Ahl-ul-Bid'ah' and the people of 
misguidance, desires and ignorance. 

157 lbn Mas'ood asked the Prophet, ( ~ ): 'Which action is the most loved by 
Allaah?' He replied: 
"Prayer ar its earlier time." 

Rdat"<l by al-Bukhaaree [ 527,2782,5970 ], Muslim [ 85 ] and a t-Tirmidhee [ I 977 I, 

158 The Prophet, (~)said: 

"There is no prayer for the one who does not recite Sooratal-Faar.ihah." 

Related by al-Bukhaaree [ 756 ] , Mi,slim [ 394 ] and an-Nasaa'ee [ 873 ] . 
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145 They follow the Prophet, ~), and his Companions. 

146 They follow the Sa/ef us-Saaliheen from the aa 'immah of the Religion 

and the scholars of the Muslims. They stick to what they adhered to in 
the clear truth of their religion. 

147 They hateAhl-ul-Bid'ah who have innovated in the religion what is 

not from it. They do not love them or befriend them. They do not listen 
to them or sit with them. They do not dispute about the religion with 

them or debate •..vith them. They guard their ears from hearing their false 
talk, which if it passed the ears and settled in the hearts it would bring 
about harm and dangerous false doubts. Concerning this, Allaah revealed: 

And if you see the people en
gaged in vain talk about Our 

signs, then turn away from 
them, until they turn to a dif

ferent them.c .159 

159 Sooratan-An'aam: 6:68 

TRANSLATORS NOTE - Sec ash-Shawkaanee's explanation of this verse in his tefseer, 

forJ, ul Q.adeer. 
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chapter 31 

----•--- -
THE S I GNS 

OF AHL UL BID'AH 

148 The signs of Ahl ul-Bid'ah are not hidden but are apparent. Their 

most apparent sign and trait is their intense enmity and hatred for the 

carriers of the abaadeeth of the Prophet,~). They look down at them 

and they name them HashwiYJah,Jahalah, DhaahiriyJah and Mushsbabihah 

because of their different beliefs regarding the ahadeeth of the Messenger 

of Allaah, (~); that it does not contain knowledge, and that knowl
edge is that which the shaytaan gives them as a result of their corrupt 

minds, the whisperings of their darkened breasts, the misgiving notions 

of their hearts which are devoid of any good and their speech and invalid 
proofs. In fact they are nothing more than untenable and false doubts. 

They are the ones who Allaah has 
cursed. So He has made them deaf 
and blinded in their vision. 160 

160 Sooratal-M uhammad: 47-23 
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And whomsoever Allaah dis
graces, none can honour. In
deed Allaah does what He 
wills. 161 

I 49 Al-Haakim Aboo 'Abdullaah al- Haafld h, informed me from Aboo 

'.!\lee al-Hussain ibn '.!\lee al-Haafidh, who heard from Ja'far ibn Ahmad 
ibn Sinaan al-Waasitee, who heard from Ahmad ibn Sinaan al-Qataan, 

who said: 

"There is no innovator in the world except that he hates the People of 

Hadeeth. Whenever a man innovates, the sweetness of the ahadeeth is re

moved from his heart ." 162 

I 50 Al-Haakim informed me from Aboo al-Hussain Muhammad ibn 

Ahmad al-Handhalee, who heard from Aboo Ismaa'eel Muhammad ibn 
lsmaa'eel at-Tirmidhee, who said: I and Ahmad ibn al-Hasan at-Tirmidhee 
were with the Imaam of the Religion A boo 'Abdullaah Al1mad ibn Hanbal 
when Ahmad ibn al-Hasan said to him: 'O Aboo Abdullaah ! They men-

tioned to lbn Abee Qutailah, in Makkah, about the People of l-Tadeeth .' 

So he ( Ibn Abee Qutailah ) replied: 'The People of H adeeth are a bad 
people.' Ahmad ibn Hanbal stood up and shook the dust off his clothes 

16 1 Sooratal-Hajj:22- 18 . 

162 Relat"d ;n al-Ma'rifah [ p .4 J anJ also related by al-Baghdaadee in Shaif /\s/wab ul

Hadeeth [ p.7 ] with a Saheeh isnaad. 
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and left, saying: 

"Zindeeq ( heretic), Zindeeq, Zindeeq," until he entered his home." 163 

I 5 I AJ-Haakim Aboo ~bdullaah informed me from Aboo Nasr Ahmad 

ibn Sahl al-Faqhee in Bukhaara, who heard Aboo Nasr ibn Salaam al

Faqhee say: 

"There is nothing more d ifficult upon the heretics and more hated to 

them than the listening and transmitting of ahaadeeth, with their 

asaaneed. " 164 

I 52 I heard al- Haakim say, that he heard the Shaykh Aboo Bakr Ahmad 

ibn lshaaq ibn Ayyoob al-Faqhee say whilst he was debating with a man: 

"Such a person related to me ... " ( i.e. he related a hadeeth to the man ). 

The man replied: 'Leave this relating business, up to where will you re

late from.' So the Shaykh responded by saying: 

"Stand O unbeliever, it is not allowed for you to enter my home after 
this." 

He turned to us and said: 

"I have never said th is to anyone before him, not to enter my house, 

except him." 165 

163 Related in al-Ma'r!fah [ p.4] and also related by al-Baghdaadee [ p.74 ]. 

164 Rdated in al-Ma'r!fah [ p.4] and also related by al-Baghdaadee r p. 73-74 J. 

165 Also related by as-Subkee in ac-Tabaqaat [ 3: 10]. It', isnaad is Saheeh. 
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I 53 I heard Aboo Mansoor Muhammad ibn 1\bdullaah ibn Hamshaad 

the scholar az-Zaahid, rahimahullaah, say that he heard Aboo al-Qaasim 
Ja'far ibn Ahmad al-Muqree ar-Raazee say that it was read over 1\bdur

Rahmaan ibn Abee Haatim ar-Raazee and I was listening, that he heard 
his father the lmaam of his country Aboo Haatim Muhammad ibn Idrees 

al-Handhalee ar-Raazee say: 

"The traits of Ahl ul-Bid'ah are that they battle with the people of narra

tions. A trait of the Zanaadiqah is that they name the people of narrations 

as HashwiJYah, intending by that the relegation of the narrations. A trait 

of the Q_adariyyah is that they name Ahl us-Sunnah as Mtyabbirah. A trait of 
the j ahmiyyah is that they name Ahl us-Sunnah as Mushshabihah. A trait of 

the Rawacifidhah is that they name the People of Hadeeth as Naabitah or 

Naasibah." 166 

154 It is all from party spirit, as there is no name for Ahl us-Sunnah 

except the name Ahl ul-Hadeeth ( The People of I-ladeeth ). 

/ 55 I see that the Ahl ul-Bid'ah, by attaching these names to Ahl us

Sunnah, are following the behaviour of the unbelievers, may Allaah curse 
them, who were present in the time of the Messenger of Allaah, (~). 

They sought to harass him by calling him names. Some of them would 
say that he is a magician. Some would say a scorccrer. Some wou.ld say a 

poet. Some would say a madman, a charmer, a fabricator or a liar. The 
Prophet, ~), was far and free from those abuses. He was merely a 
Messenger, Mustapha, and a Prophet,~). 

~
/ "'1}// / ~ / >>~ 

/', \ ,.) . . ~ . ·\ J~ ... , .... o ... _ .... ~--

166 Jbn Abee Haatim also mentions it in his Usool us-Sunnah wa 'ltiqaad ud-Deen [ p.21-
22 ], al- Laalakaa'ee [ 2: 179 J and adh-Dhahabee in Mukhtasir al-'U/oom [ 256 ]. The 

isnaad is Saheeh. 
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See ho w they can make similitudes for 

you. So they have g o ne astray and they 
will not be able to find the ( straight ) 
path. 167 

156 Also the innovators, may Allaah destroy them, seek to at tack and 

try to cause controversy over the carriers and transmitters of his ahaadeeth, 

those who seek to follow him and seek gu idance through his Sunnah . 

They are known as the People of Hadeeth . They labelled them asHashwiJ.Yah, 

Mushshabihah, Naabitah , Naasibah or J abariyyah. The People of Hadeeth are 

far ( protected ) from these labels, being free, pure and clean from them. 

They are not anything, other than the people of the complete Sunnah; the 

approved way; the level path and the decisive proofs. Allaah, The Most 

Majestic, has given them the tawjeeq to adhering to His Book, His Revela

t ion and His Message, they follow the Messenger of Allaah, (~), 
through his narrations in which he ordered with good for his Ummah, by 

way of speech and actions, and in which he kept them from evil. He ( 

Allaah ) helped them to fo llow his ~), Seerah and achieve guidance 

by attaching themselves to his Sunnah. He made the ones who adhere to 
it h is closest allies. 

H e ( Allaah )opened their hearts to love him and the aa'immah of H is 

Sharee'ah and the scholars of the Ummah . One who loves a people , then 

he will be vvith them on the Day of Resurrection, as the Messenger of 

Allaah, (~), said: 

'½ man will be wir.h those whom he loves. " 168 

167 Sooracal-Furqaan: 25-9. 

168 Related al-Bukhaa,·ee [ 6168 l, Muslim [ 2640 ], Aboo Daawood [ 5 127] and at

Tirmidhee [ 2505-2507 J. 
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c hapt e r 32 

•----
TH E S I GNS 

OF A HL U S - S U NNA H 

I 57 One of the signs of Ahl us-Sunnah is their love for the aa'immah of 
the Sunnah, the scholars, its friends and allies. They show enmity to the 

leaders of Bid'ah, who are calling to Hell and leading its followers to the 

place of failure. Indeed Allaah, The One free from all deficiencies, has 
adorned the hearts of Ahl us-Sunnah and enlightened them by instilling a 

love for the scholars as a favour from Him, T he Most Majestic. 

15 8 Al-Haakim Aboo ½.bdullaah al-Haafidh, may Allaah house him and 
us in Paradise together, informed me from Muhanunad ibn Ibraheem 
ibn al-Fadl al-Muzakkee, who related from Ahmad ibn Salamah, who 

related that Aboo Rajaa Qutaibah ibn Sa'eed read to us from his book al

Eemaan. ( It was vvritten at the end of the book) : 

"If you obser ve a man loving Sufyaan at-Thawree ( d. 161 ), Maalik bin 
Arras ( d. 179 ), al-Awzaa'ee ( cl .157 ), Shu'bah ( d . 160 ), Ibn al-Mubaarak 
( d.1 81 ), Aboo al-Ahwas ( d. 179 ), Shareek ( d.177 ), Wakee' ( d. 197 ), 

Yahya ibn Sa'eed ( d .145 ) and '.Abdur-Rahmaan ibn Mahdee ( d. 198 ) 

then know that he is from Ahl us-Sunnah ." 

Ahmad ibn Salam ah ,raheemahullaah, said: 
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"With my own writing I added to the list: Yahya ibn Yahya ( d.226 ), 
Ahmad ibn Hanbal ( d .241 ), and lshaaq ibn Raahawaih ( d.238 ) . When 
we had completed this list, the People of Neesaaboor looked at us and 

they said that those people dislike Yahya ibn Yahya. So we said: 'O Aboo 

Rajaa! What about Yahya ibn Yahya?' He replied: 'A righteous man and an 
l maam of the Muslims.' Ishaaq ibn Raahawaih is an Imaam and Ahmad 

ibn Hanbal is the greatest of those I have named. 

159 I also attach to this list the following which Qutaibah, raheemahullaah, 

has m en tioned. f o r whoever loves them is a companio n o f the Sunnah . 

They are the scholars ofhadeedi who are imitated and with their guidance 

people are rightly guided. From their group and party are others who are 
counted amongst them and those whose narrations are fo llowed. You 

will find another group, more tl1an what has just been mentioned. They 
are: 

Muha1mnad ibn Idrees ash-Shaafi'ee ( d.204) and Sa'eed ibn Jubair ( 
d.95 ), az-Zuhree ( d.1 24 ), ash-Sha'bee ( d. l 03) and at-Taimee ( d. 143 

) . Those after them are: 

Laith ibn Sa'd al-Misree ( d.1 7 5 ), al-Aw.u1a'ee ( d.157 ), ath-Thawree ( 
d. 161 ), Sufyaan ibn 'Uyainah ( d.1 98 ), Hammad ibn Salamah ( d.1 67 ), 

Hammad ibn Zaid ( d.179 ), Yoonus ibn 'Ubaid ( d .139 ), Ayyoob as
Sakhtiyaanee ( d.1 3 1 ), Ibn 'Awn ( d .150) and those after them like: 

Yazeed ibn Haaroon al-Wasitee ( d.206 ), 'Abdur-Razzaq ibn Hammaam 

as-San'aanee ( d.2 11 ), Jareer ibn 'Abdul-Hameed ad-Dubee ( d.1 88 ) 
and those after them like: 

Muhammad ibn Yahya ad-Dhulee ( d. 258 ), Muhammad ibn lsmaa'eel 

al-Bukhaaree ( d .256 ), Muslim ibn al-Hajjaaj al-Qushayree ( d. 261 ), 

Aboo Dawood as-Sijjistaanee ( d.275 ), Aboo Zur'ah ar-Raazee ( d.264 
), Aboo Haatim ar-Raazee ( d.277 ), Ibn Abee Haatim ( d .328 ), Mu

hammad ibn Muslim ibn Warah ( d.270 ), Muhammad ibn Aslam at-
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Toosee ( d.242 ), Aboo Sa'eed 'Uthmaan ibn Sa'eed ad-Daarimee ( d.280 

), Muhammad ibn Ishaaq ibn Khuzaimah ( d.3 11 ) who was called the 

Imaam of the of the scholars. In my lifetime he is indeed the Imaam of the 

scholars in his era and time. Aboo Ya'qoob Ishaaq ibn Ismaa'eel al-Bustee 

( d.303 ) and al-Hasan ibn Sufyaan an-Nasawee ( d.303 ). 

My forefathers from Aboo Sa'eed Yahya ibn Mansoor az-Zaahid al-Harwee 
( d.292 ), 'Adee ibn Hamdawaih as-Saaboonee and his two sons, the two 
swords of the Sunnah Aboo 'Abdullaah as-Saaboonee and Aboo 'Abdur

Rahmaan as-Saaboonee and many other aa'immah who adhered to the 

Sunnah, supporting it, calling to it and following it. 

/ 60 The total sum of what has been established in this book is the 

Creed of all of them. None of them opposed each other in this. On the 

contrary they were all united upon it and there is nothing established 
from any of them that they approved of anything which opposed it. 

16 1 They were agreed upon subduing Ahl-ul-Bid'ah by debasing them, 

degrading them, keeping them afar, being distant from them, never ac
companying them or living with them, and upon seeking a nearness to 

Allaah, The Most Mighty and The Most Majestic, by avoiding and aban

doning them. 

162 By the blessings of Allaah,·The Most Mighty and The Most Majes

tic, I am following their narrations seeking enlightenment by their lights. 
I advise my brothers and Companions that they do not be far from their 
rays and do not follow anything other than their sayings. Do not get 
involved in these newly invented matters from the bid'ah which have spread 

between the Muslims and all other evil matters which have appeared. If 

one of these innovations appeared on the tongues of one of them in the 
time of those aa'immah, they would have abandoned them, accused them 

of heresy and lies and developed hatred for them. 

1 63 Do not be misled my brothers, m ay Allaah preserve you, by the 
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numbers of A1J ul-Bid'ah, their size and the number of their groups. In
deed the large groups of falsehood and a few in number from the people 

of the truth is one of the signs of the Day of Judgement, as the Messenger 

of Allaah, ~), said: 

"Indeed one ef the si9ns ef the last hour comin9 

closer; is the diminishing ef knowledge and the 

spreadin9 ef i9norance. "169 

I 64 Knowledge is Sunnah and ignorance is Bid'ah. 

I 65 He, ~), said: 

"Indeed, Eemaan will be driven back into al

Madeenah just as a snake returns co itfs hole. " 170 

I 66 He, ~), said: 

"The last hour will not arrive until there remains no 
··1 7 I one on the earth saying, Allaah. 

I 6 7 One who adheres to the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allaah, ~), 

169 It is related from Anas from the Prophet, ( ~ ): 

''Amnn9xt r.lie si9ns oj the last hour is the lffiin9 up oj knowlcd9c and the appearance ef i9norance" 

Related by al-Bukhaaree [ 81,5577,6808 ], Muslim [ 2671 ], at-Tirmidhee r 23 15] and 

lbn Maajah [ 4045 ] . 

170 Related by al-Bukhaaree r 1876 ], Muslim L 147 J and lbn Maajah r 3 l l I]. 

17 I Related by Muslim [ 148 ], at-Tir midhcc [ 23 17]. 
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today, acting on it, being firm on it and calling to it, his reward would be 
more than the one who did this in the beginning of lslaam, as the Mes

senger of Allaah, ~), said: 

"He will have the reward if fifty." 

They the Companions asked: 'Fifty of them?' He replied: 

"Rather ef you" 172 

16 8 He,~), stated that about one who acts according to the Sunnah 

when the Ummah gets corrupted. 

/ 69 I found in a book wr itten by my grandfather, Aboo 'Abdullaah 

Muhammad ibn 'Adee ibn Hamadawaih as-Saaboonee, raheemahullaah, it 

said he heard from Aboo al- 'Abbass al-Hasan ibn Sufyaan an-Nasawee, 
who related from al-'Abbaas ibn Sabeeh, who related from ½.bdul-Jabbaar 

ibn Taahir, who related from Ma'mar ibn Raashid, who related from Ibn 

Shihaab az-Zuhree, who said: 

"Studying of the Sunnah is better than performing worship for two hun

dred years." 

170 Aboo Bakr Muhammad ibn 'Abdullaah ibn Muhammad ibn 
Zakariyyah ash-Shaybaanee informed me from Aboo al-'Abbaas Muham

mad ibn 'Abdur-Rahmaan ad-Daghoolee, who heard from Muhammad 
ibn Haatim al-Mudhfarec, who heard from 'Amr ibn Muhammad who 

172 Related by Aboo Daawood r 434 1 ]. at-Tir midhee [ 3058 ], Ibn Maajah L 40 15 ] 

and at-Tabaraanee al-Kabeer [ 17:289 ] . It's isnaad is Saheeh with the wording : 

"Indeed days ef pacience are to come. The adherents in that time will be upon chat which you are 

upan and they will 9ec the reward ef fifty ef you.'" 
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said: Aboo Mu'aawiyyah ad-Dareerrelated a story to Haaroon ur-Rasheed , 

wherein he mentioned the hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah: .. . Aadam and Moosa 

disputed.173 So 'Alee ibn Ja'far said: ' How is it that they disputed?! W hat 

was between them ?' Haaroon jumped up and said : 

''A hadeeth is narrated to you from the Prophet, (~) , and you turn 

away and ask how?" 

He kept on saying that until his anger abated .174 

17 I T his is the way a person must glorify the narrations of the Messen

ger of Allaah , (~), accepting them with submission, approval and 

belief in it. Anyone who treads a path other than the one Haaroon ur

Rasheed trod should be opposed strongly. As an authentic hadeeth which 

one hears and questions it by saying "how" in a rejective manner*, is 

distancing oneself from the hadeeth and not accepting it. It is an obliga

tion to accept all that is reported from the Messenger of Allaah, ~). 

1 7 2 I hope that Allaah, The One free from all deficiencies, has included 

us amongst those who listen to advice and follow it's best/uppermost 

part and adhere to the Religion during the period of their life in this 

world with the Qyr'aan and Sunnah. I hope th at He keep s us away from 
our misguided whims, meagre opinions and from a humiliating calamity, 

by His Blessings and Bounties. 

Was-sallallaahu 'ala sayyidnaa Muhammad wa 'ala Aalihi was-sahbihi wa sallam. 

17 3 Related by Ahmad L 2 :398 J, at: l'irmidhee L 2 l 34 J and llm Abee 'Aasim [ 140 ]. 
The lwdeeth has a Soheeh hnac1d. 

174 It has a Saheeh imaad. See Taareekh Baghdaad [ 5:243]. 

* TRANSLA!'ORS NOTE - This does not include, the one who asks "how" in order 
to understand something which is not clear to him, but believing that there is no contra

diction or error in that which is authentically reported from die Messenger ( $ ). 
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GLOSSARY 

•- - --
Ayaa I pl. Aayaat - A sign of Allaah; a number of His words occurring 

together in the ~ r'aan. 

Ahlul-Bid'ah - The People of innovations. 

Ahlul-Hadeeth - The People of H adeeth. 

Ahlus-Sunnah - The People of Sunnah. Those who follow the Prophet, ( 
), and his Companions in all matters. 

!'llayhis-Salaam - May Allaah protect and preserve him. 

Ameer - A leader or a prince. 

"Aqeedah- The principles and details of belie£ 

As'haabul-Hadeeth - The People / Companions of H adeeth. 

Bid 'ah - Innovation; anything introduced into the religion which is not 

part of it. 

Da'eef - A weak and unauthentic narration. 

Deen - Religion. 

Dhaahiriyyah - Those who take things literally. 
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Eemaan - Correct Islamic faith comprising belief in the heart, saying 

with the tongue and the actions of the limbs. 

'Eid - A Muslim festival. 

Hadeeth I pl. Ahaadeeth - A narration concerning the utterances of the 

Prophet, his actions or an attribute of his. 

Hefidhahullaah - May Allaah protect him. 

HaJJ- The pilgrimage. 

Haraam / Haram - Prohibition / The sanctuary. 

Hasan - A good and acceptable hadeeth. 

Hashwiyyah - The worthless ones. 

lnsha'Allaah - If Allaah wills. 

Ikhlaas - Sincerity. 

'Ilm-ul-Kalam - knowledge of scholastic theology and philosophy. 

lmaam I pl Aa'immah - Leader; leader in prayer, knowledge of Islaam or 

of a state. 

Isnaad I pl.Asaaneed - The chain of narration of a hadeeth. 

Istikhaarah - Seeking divine help and guidance. 

Jaahil I pljahalah - The ignorant ones. 

Jahmiyyah - Those who denied the Attributes of Allaah and declared the 
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Q_ur'aan to be created. 

Jamaa'ah - The united body of Muslims, together upon the truth. 

Jihaad - Striving and fighting to make the word of Allaah supreme. 

jumu 'ah - Friday. 

Khilaefah I pl.Khulefaah - A leader of the Muslim Ummah . 

Khawaarij - Those who rebelled against :AJee and declared him to be an 
unbeliever . They also call to rebellion against the Muslim rulers and they 
say Muslims who commit major sins are doomed to the Hellfire forever. 

Kefr - Disbelie f. 

Lefdhiyyah - Those who said our uttering of the Q_ur'aan is created. 

Madhhab - A position, opinion or a way of a scholar or a group of schol

ars. 

Manhaj - The methodology the Muslim holds to. 

Mefassir - Explainer of the Q}_ir'aan. 

Mu'atilah - Those who deny existence or the reality of the Attributes of 

Allaah. 

Mujabbirah / Jabariyyah- Those who say man has no free-will and is forced 
by Allaah to do actions. 

Murji'ah / Murjee - Those who say that sins do not affect Eemaan . 

Mushshabbihah - Those who compare Allaah to his creation. 
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Mu'tazilah - They negated the Attributes of Allaah and the declared the 
Qur'aan to be created. 

Muuaqeen - Those who are pious and God-fearing. 

Naasibah I Naabitah - Those who have hatred towards 'Alee ibn Abee 

Taalib and his family 

Q_adariyyah - Those who denied the Q_adr ( pre-decree ) of Allaah. They 
say that man creates his own actions which are outside the Will and 

Power of Allaah. 

Qjblah - The direction of prayer. 

Rad~allaahu i1nhu I 'Anhaa / i1nhuma - May Allaah be pleased with him/ 

her / they. 

Raheemahullaah - May Allaah have mercy upon him. 

Rawaqfidhah - Extreme Shee'ah who claimed love for 'Alee and the house

hold of the Prophet. However they curse the Companions and the wives 
of the Prophet. They also say the Q_ur'aan is incomplete. 

Ruku' - The bowing in the prayer. 

Saheeh - Authentic, a hadeetli fulfJling all the conditions of authenticity. 

Salef, Salefee, As-Salefus-Saaliheen - Predecessors; the early Muslims of 

the first three generations. 

Shaykh - A scholar. 

Shaykhul-Islaam - A special title for an outstanding scholar. 
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Shayraan / Jblees - The devil. 

Sharee'ah - Allaah's divine law. 

Shirk - To associate partners with Allaah. 

Soorah - A chapter of the Q_ur'aan. 

Sujood - The prostration in the prayer. 

Sunnah - In its broadest sense the entire Religion which the Prophet, , 
came with. It is also includes those matters which the Prophet estab

lished by his sayings, actions and tacit approval. 

Tefseer - Explanation ( of the Q!ir'aan ) . 

Tawheed - Maintaining the oneness of Allaah in His Lordship, Worship, 
Names and Attributes. 

Tooba - A tree in Paradise. 

'Uloo - The highness of Allaah and Him being above the heavens. 

Ummah - The Muslim nation. 

Zindeeq / Zanaadiqah - Atheist and heretic. 
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THE CREED OF THE PIOUS PREDECESSORS 
THE PEOPLE OF HADEETH 

+---- -

Deviations from che Straight Pach did not appear in the Ummah 
until the people left the Revelation of AJlaah and the method 
ology, clearly expounded by our pious predecessors, replacing 

it for man - made ideologies. T his sometimes consisted of Greek phi
losophy as well as the ignorant deviations of man's intellect. T his changed 
the religion of AJlaah, co such an extent chat the Ummah splintered 
into groups, each of these developing its own methodology, way, lead
ers and followers. 

In every period of weakness and deviation AJlaah Has raised scholars 
who correct and, thus preser:ve the creed of Ah/us -Sunnah wal-Jamaa'ah. 
They safeguard it and refute chose who oppose it. This is so, even today 
and shall be until the Day of Judgement, insha'Allaah. ' 

A great number of scholars of Ahlus-Sunnah have authored many books, 
clarifying the correct creed, which is obligatory for every Muslim co 
believe. One such book is the one in the reader's hands, enti tled 
'Aqeedatus-Salaf As'haabul-Hadeeth, by Shaykhul-Islaam lmaam Aboo 
'Uchmaan lsmaa'eel ibn 'AbdurRahmaan as-Saaboonee. H e mentioned 
the importance of returning co the creed which the scholars of the 
Ummah were united upon. 

le is hoped chat this book proves beneficial co the reader, enabling him 
co become stronger upon the foundations of chis Deen. 

:,.:Ut}.J 
Masjid Ibnu Taymeeyah 
Brixton Mosque Islamic Centre 

I Gresham Road, Brixton, London SW9 ?PH, United Kingdom 
tel/ fax (44) 0207 326 4098 
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